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Link and How YouTube home page ads and creative strength impact viral viewing August 2010



Many TV ads are posted to YouTube - but few take off



Date posted Number of views Views per week =



Number of views ------------------------Number of weeks posted



Note: This analysis has undergone peer review and full results have been published in the International Journal of Advertising



2



Millward Brown has developed a Creative Viral Potential (CVP) measure to help predict viral success



A B C D



wareness



uzz



• Enjoyment • Involvement • Branding



• • • •



Laugh-out-loud funny Edgy Gripping Sexy



elebrity status
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istinctiveness Note: This analysis has undergone peer review and full results have been published in the International Journal of Advertising



Creative Viral Potential



YouTube advertised videos have very different viewing patterns to typical viral videos Non-advertised – linear



YouTube advertised - bump
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YouTube promotion ensures weaker ads achieve views - only the very best start to catch up via natural viral



Natural viral (MB database) YouTube home page ads* (early distribution)



YouTube home page ads are directly or indirectly responsible for 86% of all views Long-term



Short-term



Total YouTube views



=



Ad views (57%)



+



Expected viral views (14%)



+



Bonus viral views due to YT ad (29%)



All influenced by creative strength • So YouTube home page ads are directly or indirectly responsible for 86% of all views; they increase expected views by over 600%!



• Creative strength remains an important factor in total views; there are some early indications that celebs may be particularly key • Good creatives benefit more from YouTube ads in absolute views; poor creatives benefit more proportionately
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