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DAY 1: 27 May 2015 8:30 – 9:00



Registration Layton Room, 2nd floor Oakham House, Ryerson University, 55 Gould St., Toronto



9:00 – 9:30



Introductory Remarks Dr. Louis Massey, Conference Chair, and Dr. Samita Nandy, CMCS Director



Session 1A – Session Chair: Charles L. (Chuck) Carney 9:30 – 9:50



The Need for Education in Video Techniques Rohit Chattopadhyay In today’s multimedia saturated world, a lot of our information consumption is video based. Children and adults learn about a wide range of topics through television programs or online videos and, similarly, a lot of information about current affairs is gathered through video based news modules. Yet most students are not trained in video production methods, although writing is taught due to the assumption that students will need writing skills in the real world. This paper will argue that in this era of multimedia, video skills are as essential as writing skills. Video skills can enhance the ability to consume educational material, critically question pedagogical approaches, and deconstruct the commonly used frames of presenting news. Basic video techniques will be explained to substantiate the argument that even a basic course in video techniques can make us significantly more skilled as consumers of video based education and news. The paper will conclude with some ideas regarding how video skills can be taught in school. Overall the paper will be aligned with the theory of constructivism, which can be summarized as an approach that believes in the subjective construction of reality according to individual experiences and viewpoints. The paper will argue that video techniques play a role in influencing the viewer’s subjective reality. Critical thinking can develop when the viewer learns to limit this influence on their subjective reality.



9:50 – 10:10



Nigellissima: The Making of Nigella Gilly Smith In this paper, food and media academic and Nigella Lawson’s biographer, Gilly Smith explores how the TV cook Nigella was created by Lawson and her first husband, John Diamond. After his diagnosis with terminal cancer in 1997, the couple set out to
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maximise Lawson’s earning potential with her book How to Eat and subsequently the Channel 4 TV series Nigella Bites. Smith argues that this performativity mirrored the transformation of the more introverted person Diamond had first met, and offers a fascinating paradox between being and doing glamour. Her new look was an exaggeration of the self that Diamond had encouraged and was the foundation for the glamorous on-screen image which did glamour with its décolletage and pinched waist dresses which would bring sexual appeal into cookery programmes for the first time. Barthes may have described the myth of Nigella as “ludic and aesthetic in function…the duplicity of the event is part of the spectator’s pleasure” (Moriarty 1991:20). But this ‘ludic’ game with its implicit myth-making, contained an element of authenticity which Smith suggests led to the astonishing success of Nigella, the Domestic Goddess. Performativity involves a quality of interiority (Butler, 1990) and suggests that there is another self that is hidden by the player. Yet in this story of construction, Smith asks if Lawson’s personal tragedy and increasingly messy narrative only contributed to the audience’s engagement with Nigella, offering a seamless junction between the parodic domestic goddess and the dignified widow, mother and successful business woman.



10:10 – 10:40



Coffee Break (Catered in room)



10:40 – 11:00



Bridging Public and Private: The Vanishing Gap in Celebrity Public Relations Journalism Stephanie Patrick The erosion of the gap between ‘public’ and ‘private’ is a central theme in higher education research today, crossing such broad fields as feminist theory, political science, as well as media and celebrity studies. Celebrity culture today, with its emphasis on the commodification of public figures themselves, exemplifies Habermas’ (1989) transformation of the public sphere into “a medium of advertising,” in which public discourses increasingly serve private capital interests. The news is a critical site upon which these public/private interests converge and where public relations efforts disguise self-interest as critically informed choice – an “engineering of consent.” Furthermore, news presents itself as ‘common sense’ and is thus key in developing, circulating, and normalizing discourses throughout society. However, under the revenue-generating pressures of capitalism, journalists increasingly have to appeal to a broader audience base (Fairclough, 1988). Common-sense discourses circulating through the news, then, start to fall to a “lowest common denominator” threshold
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wherein the numbers of people they appeal to begin to shape what is being communicated. This threshold, I argue, is a key factor in the increasing pervasiveness of celebrity culture across North American news reporting, as well as the increasing vitriol with which celebrity news is reported upon. This paper will critically engage with the double PR function of celebrity news – to both promote and persecute celebrity culture – and examine how consent is engineered to disguise the self-interest inherent in all news media reporting: that is, to preserve the institutional power that the media holds. 11:00 – 11:20



'I'm glad that I've got it off my chest, and I hope you can join me in my journey': Tom Daley and the politics of queer 'bravery' Michael Lovelock A cursory glance at contemporary British culture would suggest there has never been a better time to be gay. Openly gay celebrities, such as Olympic diver Tom Daley, circulate widely in the mainstream media, whilst the extension of marriage rights to same-sex couples in 2014 appears to have broken the final frontier of gay/straight legislative equality. However, official statistics unsettle this idealised picture. Suicide rates amongst queer youth are far higher than their heterosexual counterparts, reported incidents of anti-queer violence are on the rise, and homophobic bullying in British schools remains widespread (Burchill, 2014). In this paper, I interrogate the place of celebrity culture within this seemingly paradoxical juncture, taking the 'coming out' narrative of Tom Daley as an empirical case study. I argue that, whilst purporting a liberal 'acceptance' of sexual pluralism, the media's treatment of celebrity self-outings in fact reifies the apparent 'naturalness' of heteronormative modes of social organisation, and perpetuates the continuing marginalisation of queer forms of life. I suggest that the ubiquitous hailing of Daley's 'bravery' and 'courage', and his own descriptions of coming out as an affectively turbulent 'journey' of self-liberation, transposes the affective costs of queer marginalisation into personal pathologies, to be negotiated as part-and-parcel of contemporary gay life. Further, the media's drive to represent Daley's 'authentic' gay subjectivity, sediments an essentialist vision of gay ontology as a relatively normalised, minority counterpoint to the pervasive and unmarked heterocentric norm, a norm which is shielded from critique via a rhetoric of 'tolerance' and 'integration' for gay identities.



11:20 – 11:40



Persona in Celebrity Activism: New Directions in Celebrity Studies Samita Nandy Academic literature and media reports show that celebrities have played an integral role in political lobbying, raising public awareness, and generating funds for social causes. However, self-promotion, use of confession, and commodification of emotions in mediating fame diminish the effects of social justice that many celebrities aim to
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advocate. The ironical relationship between emotions and fame is contested in media and celebrity studies, where there is a possibility of restoring emotions as a form of authenticity in advocating social justice. Scholarly interviews with celebrities and interviews with academic personas can restore indexical connections and affective value lost in tabloid media. In the words of Hilary Wheaton, “persona has a significant effect on even tangible commodities, celebrity activism, and social justice economic investment, by either inflating or deflating exchange-value as a celebrity money form.” Indeed, the artist as well as the academic exploring the famous artist is a metaphor of a personality brand whereby the ‘brand’ is a ‘differentiating mark’ and ‘value indicator’, and has the ability to restore indexical connections and affective values. In this paper, I suggest why celebrity studies scholars and media practitioners should consider reflective biographical accounts in resolving ironies and addressing authenticity in the political economy of celebrity activism. These narratives can be integrated in both academic and media discourses of fame, and guide scholars and media practitioners to advocate social justice beyond discursive practices that commodify it.



11:40 – 1:10



Lunch



Session 1B – Session Chair: Michael Lovelock 1:10 – 1:30



Higher Education Rankings and Celebrity Academics Michelle Stack Universities obsessed with Higher Education rankings compete for celebrity academics. Celebrity-academics count in media generated ranking especially those that come with Nobel Prizes or Fields Medals. Universities buy celebrity academics in hopes they will bring riches in a competitive, educational marketplace. In this presentation, I will argue that academics like media workers are pressured to standardize celebrity conversations in which they engage. Rankings are ubiquitous and embedded as common sense, so to refuse to participate in them can be a risky proposition. Media generated university rankings have become de facto policymakers in education. Governments make decisions about higher education institutions funding based on rankings, and students, particularly international students, make choices about which university to attend based largely on rankings. The illusion of exceptionality is key in maintaining the façade of rankings as useful. An increasing number of academics are told to find a niche of exceptionality and brand their work through industry partnerships, media engagement and journals that count in rankings. The symbolic and economic capital that is the focus of rankings follows media
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logic. Excellence is easy to measure through indicators such as counting international awards given to faculty, and the number of articles written in English captured by massive databases. The presentation will end with case studies of academics who have expanded conversations about what a good and worthwhile education could be that goes beyond fame. This paper is based on a research project, which is soon to include a book and standup comedy performance. 1:30 – 1:50



Academic redefinition of communication for progressively aware, creative and active input into a sustainable locale Susan Aaron If academia is to offer entrance into a sustainable process, it must go beyond an analysis of communication media networks and mediums in culture that alleviates ‘produced’ performatives. Alternatively communication can be entered into as a physical exchange within a sustainable cultural design. It can aid a sustainable process that allies creative material and social designing in support of the intrinsic health of the individual and their lived locale. To assist this process, I do not rely wholly on an ethical framework that focuses on existent media culture and is thus participant in the retention of a ‘bad’ set of actions. I use communication as a holistic, embodied practice that would be comprehensible in women’s studies, communication studies or environmental studies. I offer three invented practices that alter or expand academia’s modes of communication in life: academic research that creatively integrates communication and sustainable building with the aid of art; community engagement that uses communication to build a conceptual and sensually allied framework to create sustainability in the ‘field’, again with the aid of art; and teaching wherein undergraduate students establish a link to their locale while being creative in analyzing and using communication.



1:50 – 2:10



Seizing the microphone: a case study of a higher education institution and the messaging battle over education reform Charles L. (Chuck) Carney Public colleges of education in the United States must answer to several constituencies. As with other public colleges in higher education, they must serve their public, offering degrees, programs, and outreach to meet the needs of their locale. But colleges of education are directly beholden to state regulation regarding what graduates must achieve to earn a state teaching license. Most states have increasingly changed these requirements in recent years. Given a changing policy environment, the communication efforts of public colleges of education have become more important. Those efforts have been made challenging because of the strategies of some education reform proponents who have utilized political spectacle to their benefit, providing a problem to
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be solved and often easily taking advantage of media coverage as an instrument of that strategy. In the state of Indiana, by most accounts a “ground zero” of education reform efforts in the U.S., public colleges of education have battled quite draconian regulations. An instance of proposed regulations to change teacher licensing rules, which would have originally denied a license to an education major, provides an insightful case study of communications efforts and media response. Often, journalists unquestioningly reported advocacy statements as fact accepting them as normative judgments, requiring forceful response from the college of education. The case reveals much about problematic and dwindling coverage of education, including a lack of applied journalism resources, a lack of reporter insight into education reform, and pressures on higher education to conform to ideologically-driven state policymaker demands. 2:10 – 2:30



Coffee Break (Catered in room)



2:30 – 4:30



Professional Workshop (For attendees who have registered and paid the associated fee) Scholars as Critics: A Professional Development Workshop for Academics This workshop will offer: guidance on professional skills and career opportunities both inside and outside academia; insights and resources for scholars to become critics and experts in media; and basic media and public relations training with a focus on how to answer questions from reporters. Speakers: Jennifer Polk - Career coach for academics and writer for University Affairs (www.fromphdtolife.com). Carolyn Harris - Royal historian, lecturer and author (www.royalhistorian.com). Samita Nandy - Director of the Centre for Media and Celebrity Studies and cultural critic on fame (www.samitanandy.com) Shannon Skinner - Television host/producer and public relations expert (shannonskinner.com/meet-shannon).



End of day 1
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DAY 2: 28 May 2015 Session 2A – Session Chair: Colin Scheyen 8:30 – 8:50



Theory/Politics/Culture/Media and the Social Media Episteme Pamela Ingleton In her 1990 essay Imitation and Gender Insubordination, Judith Butler confronts what it might mean to “theorize as a lesbian,” troubling in the process not only the category of ‘lesbian’ but also ‘theory’ itself, querying, “Is there a pregiven distinction between theory, politics, culture, media? How do those divisions operate to quell a certain intertextual writing that might well generate wholly different epistemic maps?” Butler’s twenty-five-year-old taxonomic challenge is perhaps more relevant than ever, in our convergence era of social media elections, Twitter-fed TV news broadcasts, MOOCs and YouTube punditry. In an attempt to answer Butler’s call to intertextuality and declassification, this paper will consider ‘social media’ as a concept that traverses and enacts all of theory, politics, culture and media, and will gesture towards what might be considered the emergent ‘social media episteme’ of our contemporary moment. Working from Foucault’s articulations of ‘episteme’ and ‘discourse’ in The Order of Things and The Archaeology of Knowledge, this paper will demonstrate how various epistemes (tied to grandiose, loosely defined notions like ‘humanity,’ ‘democracy’ and ‘community’) collide with discursive understandings of and reactions to social media, resulting in the awareness and emergence of new social media epistemes, which 1) feed back into contemporary epistemology, and 2) provoke both concern and excitement over those epistemes lost or reconfigured in the process. This process will be specifically explored in the context of two media “texts:” coverage of Canada’s most recent federal election, frequently referred to as the “social media election” or #elxn41, and Canadian promotion of youth-oriented “We Day,” advertised as “the movement of our time, empowering a generation of young global citizens through an inspirational event and a year-long educational initiative.”



8:50 – 9:10



Social Media in the Classroom Stephanie Sadownik Many educators choose not to participate on social media websites. I believe this is due to the apparent lack of rules in online environments, leaving an impression that they are unpredictable and uncontrollable. This impression may have an impact on how educators approach incidents of cyber- bullying and open up other questions as well. I began to consider whether the disconnect students feel in the classroom could also be related to the contrast between traditional and online environments, particularly the
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top down approach present in most schools versus the freedom exercised through social media websites with the ability to interact and collaborate in the process of generating content. Social media websites and networking tools such as Twitter and Facebook offer an opportunity for individuals and companies to earn respect which contrasts with an obligation of authority or status implied by the command and control narratives of teachers in charge. However, it is also apparent that respectful engagement isn’t always the case on social media sites; cyber-bullying and anonymous hateful comments can be made. Trust and privacy issues thus counter the freedom offered by social media. I believe the anti-bullying campaigns and education offered in school would be more effective if educators developed their understanding of critical digital literacy in regards to social media websites. Many studies have considered the effects of social media on students, however, not many have looked at the implications it has had on the teaching profession from the viewpoint of educators, and in particular whether the image they are expected to present inhibits their level of comfort and use of social media. 9:10 – 9:30



Piracy, Fair Use, and Pedagogy: Teaching Television in Online Spaces Diana DePasquale My research project examines digital piracy of television content and the ways in which consumers of pirated content negotiate the affect produced by their practices and how those practices can be understood as acts of resistance to the established distribution models. The examination of piracy has mostly focused on the legality and criminality of piracy, but that is outside the scope of my project. I am most interested in why people steal content, and how gender and class may impact the affective experience of piracy. Digital pirates put themselves at risk for criminal prosecution. I argue that when someone considers pirating television content they are producing affect(s) of guilt, frustration, or other emotions or feelings as a result of their decision-making process. In turn, their participation in piracy produces additional affect such as shame or satisfaction. As a feminist scholar, I pay close attention to the ways gender, race, and class intersect in the desire to pirate, and how these social dimensions impact the cognitive and affective experiences of pirating. My research intervenes into the field of media studies, cultural studies, women’s studies, and the study of the political economy in a variety of ways. The way we watch television continues to change in our mediated social environment. Opportunities to steal, alter, and mashup digital content are increasing, and online spaces are emerging as sites of political resistance and alternative and informal economies.
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9:30 – 9:50



Teaching Critical Media Literacy for Personal and Social Transformation Issues and prospects – A “gap bridging” activity Bring your ideas on this topic; this is an “open mike” session.



9:50 – 10:20



Coffee Break (Catered in room)



Session 2B – Session Chair: Pamela Ingleton 10:20 – 10:40



Film Subversif: Gonzo Independent Film Criticism Clive James Nwonka This paper offers a prelude for the forthcoming Film Subversif project. Comprising of a web series and online magazine specifically concerning independent film, the project is an attempt to depart radically from the elitism of contemporary forms of both film education and criticism, and leans towards a gonzo-journalistic form of film criticism to connect with non-traditional film spectatorships. Film Subversif aims to provide platforms for the area of independent cinema and manifests its subversive form not just in the film language of the practitioners and texts featured, but in the projects visual design, its aesthetics, critical language, and body of films ¬including art film, political cinema and short film forms that differ radically from mainstream film language. Film Subversif also aims to develop a more radical form of film education through its vernacular and the range of both contemporary and historical film texts explored. The various theoretical frameworks, influences, imperatives and methodologies of the project will also be disseminated.



10:40 – 11:00



The Great Divide: Film Critics and Scholars in the Digital Age Jacquelyn Cain Since the 1970s, relations between the film critic and scholar have been “cool, even adversarial,” says both critic and scholar, David Bordwell. While film critics, with their descriptive musings and cinephilic anecdotes, offer a deeply personal evaluation of a film, the film scholar defers aesthetic judgment and personal analysis for a more intersubjective or conceptual understanding of a film. Most significant to their professional divide: the assumption that critics pander to Hollywood whilst scholars the Ivory Tower. Despite their differences, what each camp seldom denies is a common threat shaking up the very foundation of their respective professions—the Internet. Indeed, there is a
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pervasive belief—and fear—amongst both film scholars and critics that with the rise of film blogs and digital meta-critics comes a simultaneous decline in expertise, knowledge, and aesthetic tradition. “The professional,” proclaims Internet critic, Andrew Keen, “is being replaced by the amateur, the lexicographer by the layperson, the Harvard professor by the unschooled populace.” In contemporary film discourse, the amateur prevails. Thus, the aim of my paper is as follows: to examine the similarities and differences between the film critic and scholar’s ontological aims; to critique the effect the digital has had on their professional and cultural roles; and finally, to relate this professional ‘crisis’ to general changes taking place in the Humanities and print journalism. It is my contention that underlying both the critics and scholars professional fears is a general concern over the loss of common humanist aesthetics, ethical, and cultural values in movie culture. 11:00 – 11:20



Bridging The Gap: The World of Blogging Merges With Popular Culture Nidhi Shrivastava



11:20 – 11:40



As a scholar, my research was shaped through the convergence of my blog ‘Cultural Critic in the Making’ with the participation of the Kickstarter campaign as a blogger for Nisha Pahuja’s Emmy-nominated documentary The World Before Her (2012). I want to propose that blogging is the ‘new normal’ because as a scholar and journalist, I was able to engage in critical discussions and speak about the current issues that are shaping the content of the blog. Particularly, the premise of my blog is to address issues that speak to the violence against women in India and the ways in which the world of blogging merged with that of documentary filmmaking. I was invited to write a series of blogs on the documentary film and its subsequent Kickstarter campaign, which was deisgned to raised CAN $57,000 in order to address the issues of female infanticide and the undercurrent issues that are faced by Indian women. The discussion, therefore, will be multi-layered focusing on the epistemological and pedagogical implications of blogging and how blogging mobilized interest in the film, raising critical discussions with regards to violence against women in India. Since the 2012 Delhi rape case, there have been arguably an emergence of documentaries and commercial films that are made with a feminist lens. However, this film is more than just a visual medium, but is the platform for further discussion of the critical issues. Bringing Rape Culture Media Into The Classroom Diana C. Direiter Media, particularly social media, have become essential components of the professional landscape. They have also, however, become hostile frontiers where women are regularly threatened, shamed or hypersexualized.



College students are significant



consumers of media and are also crafting identities separate from their families of
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origin. Giving them tools to recognize and combat elements of a rape culture is essential in their growing understanding of their own mental, physical and sexual health. It is particularly important as many of these students will go forward into healthcare related fields and they must move away from society’s marginalization of these concerns. Using language and concepts borrowed from other disciplines, including history and political science, I contextualize Rape Culture into a larger understanding of hate crimes and war crimes. It is crucial for college students to be sensitized to the issues related to sexual assault, domestic violence and violence against women. Relying heavily on examples from popular culture, my goal is to teach them to recognize misogyny and sexist microaggressions even if they come disguised as a clever meme, a catchy song or a seemingly innocuous news story. Armed with this knowledge, the next generation of young men and women will feel greater social responsibility to denounce the Rape Culture, rather than perpetuate it. Furthermore, this awareness will enable them to recognize and advocate for other populations – local or global – that are systematically being silenced.



11:40 – 1:10



Lunch



Session 2C – Session Chair: Herman Howard 1:10 – 1:30



Why Doesn’t the Main Character Look Like Me?: Exploring Race in Popular Teen Literature Jennifer Sullivan Harry Potter, The Hunger Games, and The Hobbit are considered to be three of the “100 Best-Ever Teen Novels” according to a 2012 NPR poll. All three book series were later turned into Hollywood films and all three contain main characters that are….white. Authors have a great responsibility to bring story characters to life in ways that reflect the diversity and richness of our nation’s population. What would the implications be if authors of young adult series created main characters that were more inclusive and reflected the diversity present in society? There certainly is money to be made in this market for an author to create a series with broader cultural appeal. As the literary world still struggles to find diverse heroes and heroines, television and movies also reflect a very ‘white world’ which contradicts the latest US Census data. As our nation becomes stratified in shades of brown, will young readers demand a shift in popular young adult and teen literature? As social media and the ‘selfie’ reflect back to us who we are as a nation, it becomes increasingly more difficult to ignore the different backgrounds, life experiences and Instagram pictures of our colleagues, peers and
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Facebook friends. Social media provide opportunities to identify and locate leaders and role models who look like us, so should literature offer us the same chance? As different forms of mass media assimilate and visually represent our changing nation at varying speeds, will young adult literature be in the forefront or lagging behind? 1:30 – 1:50



Beyond Media Literacy Colin Scheyen My paper stresses the importance of critical media literacy when collaborating with youth on multimedia projects. For the past four years I have run the Studio2 multimedia program at East Metro Youth Services in Scarborough. This program aims to connect youth from underserved communities with the resources to create meaningful projects that discuss issues of violence, mental health, and community activism. The paper highlights some of the important aspects of my upcoming book, Beyond Media Literacy, which will be published through Five Rivers Publications. My book and presentation will provide a framework for educators, community workers and activists to integrate multimedia projects into their work with young people. It contends that our current media literacy practices do not adequately provide young people with the tools to effectively engage with multimedia to challenge many of the hegemonic narratives that are perpetuated by corporate and governmental interests. Instead, this framework integrates creative collaboration and critical pedagogical methods to encourage young people to use multimedia projects to instigate positive change in their lives and their communities. Most importantly, this framework encourages adults and young people to explore their media literacy together to shift the group’s focus from passive consumption of media content to active creation.



1:50 – 2:10



The Fourth Estate in the Sixth Grade: Recognizing Canadian Children as an Active News Audience Averie MacDonald Both academic researchers and journalists are responsible for translating the testimonies and experiences of their fellow human beings into useful public knowledge that can aid social transformation. Unfortunately, both researchers and reporters often ignore perspectives from one important segment of society: children. This paper advocates for the increased incorporation of children’s opinions and objectives into media practice and research. It addresses journalists and academics that are interested in ensuring a vibrant and inclusive future for news media. Overall, the paper suggests the need to transcend notions of children and youth as “disengaged” from news by exploring questions such as “who defines ‘news’?” and “what does news engagement look like?” Drawing from the results of creative media research with twenty-six grade six students in the Greater Toronto Area, the paper offers a complex representation of
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Canadian children as an active audience of news users. Specifically, the research illustrates young people’s diverse ways of defining news, or “news vocabularies”, and the importance of friends and family members to the “news ecologies” they inhabit. In particular, the paper highlights the participating pre-teens’ sophisticated, social, and strategic modes of news engagement. The paper concludes by suggesting best practices for attending to these modes of engagement in future qualitative research and journalistic practice. 2:10 – 3:00



Collaborative “gap bridging” activity facilitated by career coach and writer Jennifer Polk (www.fromphdtolife.com). Theme: How can academics reach and use media to support their work? Can academics influence society and translate their work into actions useful for communities? Further details will be provided during the conference.



3:00 – 3:15



Coffee Break (Catered in room)



Session 2D – Session Chair: Clive James Nwonka 3:15 – 3:35



Reading the News: Understanding Reading Habits and their Correlation with Social Media Usage Among Brazilian Journalism Students Renata Prado Alves Silva Many studies have shown a significant change in reading behaviors, especially among young adults. From the intensive and in-depth reading, traditionally related to books, the digital media has brought the advent of new reading habits: more shallow, discontinuous, brief, and fragmented. The gradual change in reading practices can be related to the advent of new technology and reading platforms, but the same importance must be attributed to how people use technological devices. In countries like Brazil, which have high rates of social media usage among young adults, we propose the hypothesis that the greater part of daily reading time of an individual between 16 and 24 years old happens on technological platforms. Based on a census of journalism students from a Brazilian university, this study aims at finding possible correlations between reading habits and social media usage. We hypothesized that the journalism students who most use social media may also be those who most read news. Based on the data collected, we intend to evaluate the degree of reliability assigned to different media as a source of information, and compare the frequency of reading books, magazines and newspapers with the time spent on Facebook. The survey was conducted through a questionnaire applied to all journalism students of Faculty Estacio de Sa of Juiz de Fora (FESJF), and it is in the process of tabulation and statistical analysis.
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3:35 – 3:55



CBS News and the Special Events Unit: A Historical Study of the Management and Programming Decisions Surrounding the Apollo 11 Space Broadcasts Herman Howard This study will be a historical analysis into the CBS News Apollo 11 space broadcasts from July 16-24, 1969. My research will examine the programming, technological and economic decisions made by The CBS News Special Events Unit management team led by Executive Producer Robert J. Wussler, and its influence on them. Three research questions will guide the study: (1) What factors led to the management and programming decisions by the CBS News Special Events Unit? (2) How were the management and programming decisions implemented into the Apollo 11 launch-day broadcasts? and; (3) What were the immediate and long-term television broadcasting and societal effects of the CBS News Apollo 11 broadcasts? Several factors deem this research important: CBS News’ aim to attain huge ratings and critical acclaim, the CBS News Management team’s high commitment to broadcasting the Apollo 11 flight and lunar landing; an unprecedented amount of coverage devoted to the event; an international perspective instilled into the telecasts; innovative use of technology to enhance some of its coverage; anchor Walter Cronkite’s experience with and enthusiasm for space reporting; and the inclusion of retired astronaut Walter (Wally) Schirra to assist Cronkite with the Apollo 11 telecasts. The CBS News Apollo 11 telecasts appeared to influence subsequent television news coverage of space flights in some ways. However, declining television network and public interest in space exploration since the 1960s may have minimized the long-term effects.



3:55 – 4:15



When the news reports on higher education accountability, what does the public read and hear? Charles L. (Chuck) Carney On all levels of government in the U.S., ever-tightening budgets have meant everincreasing calls for accountability for the agencies they fund. The term accountability has become a “cultural keyword” applied to publicly responsible agencies, fashionable and often favored by politicians and policymakers with the intent to make sure agencies spend dollars wisely or at least give an appearance of such concern. Public higher education institutions have contended with growing accountability measures over the last four decades, a time when state dollar support for these institutions has consistently shrunk. It is a new economic dynamic for institutions that continues to develop both at the state and federal levels, most recently with President Obama’s call for a ratings system for higher education institutions. Reflecting that dynamic, media coverage has focused upon many of the matters central to policymaker and politician concerns. Economic value, quantification of resources, affordability, and quality have dominated the extant analyses of media coverage concerning higher education accountability. Examining the most recent decade of available documents, this study examines coverage of higher education accountability by the New York Times, an internationally-influential publication shown to have
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significant agenda-setting influence on how other media outlets portray a news story. Utilizing a technique of ethnographic content analysis, the study discerns themes and keywords predominant in coverage surrounding higher education accountability. Higher education leaders should be cognizant of these themes to understand how they should respond; media outlets should examine the themes to determine whether coverage of higher education accountability is of significant depth. 4:15 – 4:30



Closing remarks Louis Massey, Conference Chair
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