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Project # 6 Arch Form It’s time to start developing those good ideas a little further. You will learn to write songs using the familiar arch form. This is how great hits are made!



Arch Form There are many variations on arch form. Like the form of an arc, the music starts simply, gets more complex to a point called the climax, and “comes back down” to a simple state. This is an easy form to see and create using Mixcraft. Adding layers (tracks) builds in volume and complexity.



The basic idea again is: simple—complex—simple. What gets more complicated is up to you: increasing number of instruments, intensity of musical ideas, complexity of rhythms, etc. 1. Choose a Style or Mood in the loop Library, and add loops of interest to the workspace. You will arrange them later. 2. Foundation: Choose a loop, or two, that might serve for the background, or basis of your composition. This might be a drum track, a bass line, or something else. The loops in the rest of your song should sound good with this foundation. 3. Next, plan out what the beginning and ending of your composition will sound like. Many times in arch form, the beginnings and endings are similar. Arch form usually starts out small, even quiet, and then builds to the climax. 4. Length: Using a time constraint will force you to plan out what happens, because the climax should be about 2/3 of the way through. Plan for your composition to last about 3 minutes. This means your climax point should be just after 1 minute and 30 seconds.



(continued)
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5. Form: Above is the diagram to follow for your composition. For a 3 minute song, the most interesting “stuff” happens around measure 75 (or 1 ½ minutes). Ways to create the climax: increasing number of instruments, intensity of musical ideas, complexity of rhythms, louder volume, faster tempo, etc. (see Rubrics below) You may even wish to signal the arrival of the high point by adding a sound effect, silence, or repeat a phrase of music. The form purposely takes less time to come back to a state of rest at the end. Building up towards something big is more interesting than the return home. Arch form, when used in literary works, operates the same way. (The famous “golden mean” of Pythagoras is at .65 in a work, and the same proportion is seen in nature.) 6. Build the rest of your song by arranging the loops you chose in Arch form. Remember your choices should sound good with the foundation loops you chose in step 2. 7. Editing: Use the Volume & Pan controls to add interest, and to balance your mix. Check all tracks for clipping. 8. Save to the My Home folder and mix down to MP3. 9. Add it to your Website. Rubrics Beginning and ending of song are similar, and all loops go well with foundation Song builds to the most interesting portion (climax) just past the middle Climax point uses one or more of these methods: increasing number of instruments, intensity of musical ideas, complexity of rhythms, louder volume, faster tempo, sound effect, etc Well-edited, properly saved and mixed down to MP3 New Skills You Learned Form in composition Building to a climax and resolving musically



Extra Credit Opportunity Create a song in one of the following forms: #7 Arch Form
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Extended Song Forms Rondo Form The Rondo form was popularized during the classical era of music history. It is sometimes written out like this: A B A C A D A E A F A, etc. The point is, the “A” section comes back between episodes of new music. Rondos are fun, but challenging to write. If you write a good “A” section, you get to repeat and hear it often in your rondo.



ABABCABA Song Form You might say ab ab caba, but then you’ll just sound silly. This is a form that’s used in a lot of popular music, like rock-‘n’-roll. An “A” and a “B” section get repeated. A middle section “C” comes next. Then the song ends with more of A, B, and A. While the “A” and “B” sections may have the same music, they may have different lyrics. Then again, the “B” section might be considered a “chorus” where all “B” section lyrics are the same. You decide, you can be the composer.



Many times the “C” section will feature an instrumental solo. It’s your time to shine on your electric guitar, on the drums, or whatever you want to play.



Musical Bridges



The “bridge” isn’t a musical form, but is many times found in different musical forms. A bridge pulls together different sections together. Many bridges involve the transposition of musical keys; others might include moments of silence. A bridge can also be as short and simple as a one-measure block that sounds different and signals a change to the listener. If the “A” and “B” in your song are too different, you may need a “bridge” to pull them together. Mozart used bridges. So do the Rolling Stones.
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