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Your Recreational Vehicle is Slowly Rotting Away OK, maybe we're exaggerating, but not by much. In our experience, more than half of all RVs are currently leaking and have some rot. Left untreated, the cost of repairs can be staggering. Even one winter can do thousands of dollars of damage and neither insurance nor warranties will pay for water damage. You can take a few simple steps to protect your investment at no or very little cost.



countertop. If you hear a soft sound or a"thunk,"you have some delamination and water in the wall. Re-seal everything within five feet of soft spots.



insulation, which soaks up water like a sponge, it also keeps water in. If you do have water in the floor, you will have no warning. There is an easy fix. Cut a



Aging Rubber Roofs



Inspecting all RVs Carefully inspect the roof seams for possible causes of leaks. Dig out any cracked sealer with a putty knife, clean with thinner, and re-seal the seams with the correct type of sealer for the roof. Rubber roofs require a special sealer which is usually only available from RV dealers. Check the plastic roof vent lids to be sure they are still flexible. Replace any that crack easily. Just as important as the roof, check every opening in the side walls for cracked sealer. Pay particular attention to cab-overs on mini homes and the four corners on all RVs. Reseal as needed.



Fiberglass Exteriors Sight down the outside walls on laminated bodies looking for bulges or soft spots. Use the handle of a butter knife to tap on the sides near the corners. You should hear a "sharp" sound much like tapping on the



Rubber roofs will last 10 to 15 years. New rubber roofs cost $3,000 to $5,000. When your roof begins showing sign of advanced aging, invest in one of the new paint-on coatings for rubber roofs. You can do it yourself and it will extend the roof life by about five years, according to the coating manufacturer. Just be sure the coating is specifically for rubber roofs.



Please Note This is a perfect example of water damage on a roof. Left un-repaired, the leak will eventually destroy the wood framing behind the roof and wall. Until the technician peels back the section the extent of the damage and the cost to repair the damage are unknown.



Plastic Floor Wrapping Most trailers undersides are wrapped in black sheet plastic to keep water out. Unfortunately, along with the fiber glass



Winterizing Your Water System Here are some general tips and instruction to help you winterize your unit. These are general instructions only and do not supersede the method your RV manufacturer recommends.



Using Compressed Air Drain the fresh water tank, close the drain then pour in one gallon of RV non toxic antifreeze. Run the water pump for one minute with one faucet open. Screw a blow out plug into the city water inlet and pressurize the system to 40 psi. Remove the drain plug from the water heater, blow it dry, and re-install the drain plug.



of the jug. You may also install a pump by-pass to make this easy. If not, pour 2 or 3 gallons of non toxic antifreeze into the water tank. Turn on the pump. Open each faucet one at a time until the pink antifreeze runs out. Do the same with the shower and the toilet. Be sure at least one cup of antifreeze goes down each trap. Turn the pump off and run one faucet until the flow almost stops, then remove the screen from the city water connection and push the eraser end of a pencil into the city water connection to trip the check valve and allow antifreeze to run out.



One at a time open each faucet and blow air through the hot and cold side until no more water sprays out. Do the same with the shower and the toilet. Re-pressurize the water system as many times as necessary. Pour one cup of RV antifreeze in the traps of the kitchen sink, lavatory, and shower.



Using Water Heater By-Pass Drain the fresh water tank and the water heater, and then close the drains. While draining the water heater, open a hot water faucet to let air back into the water heater. By-pass the water heater by following the instructions on the kit. If you can, disconnect the inlet side of the water pump and use a hose to pump anti freeze directly out



small piece of the insulation. If it is dry, great! Just cover the holes with a small piece of screen held in place by duct tape. The screen will ventilate the floor, keep the critters out and help prevent any future problems. If the insulation is wet, slit the plastic as needed to pull out all of the wet insulation. Then tape up the slits with duct tape and ventilate as explained above.



two-square-inch hole in the plastic near each corner. Reach in and pull out a



These suggestions are not a cure-all, but they will help prevent most of the problems we're seeing. If you bring your RV to us, we will perform these inspections for free and advise you on how you can repair it yourself. Call for an appointment. We'll be happy to advise you as your best course of action.



Properly Storing Your RV All RVs should be winterized before November 15, earlier if the temperatures drop consistently below freezing. Call early and beat the rush. We provide complete winterization and storage services. RVs stored outdoors are particularly susceptible to water, rodent and ant damage. Before storing: Winterize your water system before nighttime temperatures drop below 25 degrees. We can do the job, sell you what you need to do it yourself or just provide advice. Please call us with questions. Inspect the roof and side walls for cracked sealer. Water leaks are very common and do a lot of damage. The lead article in this issue addresses rot. Place rodent and ant poison in hidden spots. Mouse and ant damage is common. Moth balls inside the water heater door discourages spiders. Wasps build nests in furnace and water heater vents. Screens are available to prevent this. Fully inflate tires and cover or coat with a UV protector to prevent sun rot.



Spray rubber surfaces with pure silicone spray to keep flexible. Wax your RV to prevent sun fade. For fiberglass, use a UV protecting wax. Remove any rust from LP tanks and repaint with a lightcolored rust-proof paint. Make sure some air can circulate through the RV to prevent mildew. Add gas stabilizers to motorhome fuel tanks. During winter storage freezing and thawing is very hard on your roof sealer. Inspect your RV for leaks every other month. Run your engine and generator for 1/2 hour and move motorhomes, even if only a few feet, monthly. Do not cover your RV unless you use a cover specially made for this purpose. The wrong cover will cause moisture problems. Be sure some air can circulate through the unit and prop the refrigerator door open. Finally, keep your batteries charged to prevent freezing damage. You can actually extend the life of your batteries by years if you keep them charged.



RV Antifreeze Antifreeze pumps are available and work well. They come with good instructions. Dump the waste water tanks. Consult your owner's manual for other things which should be done before winter. For your safety, be sure to use only non toxic RV antifreeze. Automotive antifreeze is poisonous.



Rubber Roof Cleaning & Conditioning $160 Large Repairs (over $500) Left Over Winter 20% Off Labor & 50% Off Storage



Good November 2016 with this Coupon



Good November 2016 with this Coupon



Save $3.59 a Gallon 20% Off All Other Winterizing Supplies



Good November 2016 with this Coupon



Winterize Your RV Tent Campers $49.70 Travel Trailers $74.45 Motorhomes $88.20



Good November 2016 with this Coupon



FREE! Roof & Seam Inspection when we Winterize your unit



Good November 2016 with this Coupon
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