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PROVINCIAL STYLE – MALWA- 1405 - 1569 AD Malwa evolved a distinct style of architecture. Malwa was influenced more by the early Tughlaq style from Delhi. This was due to the lack of significant local traditions in Malwa and hostile relations with neighboring Gujarat. Main examples of the style are found in the cities of Dhar and Mandu. Salient Features: Battered walls. Pointed arches with spear head fringe. Combination of Arch, Lintel and Bracket. Boat keel domes. Most artistic combination of arches with pillar and beam. Buildings are raised on high plinths, accessed by long and stately flight of steps. Prominent use of colour in decoration. Use of different coloured marble, semi-precious stones and glazed tiles. The artisans in Malwa possessed a secret formula for creating Turquoise blue colour. The style can be divided into 3 phases: First Phase: Dismantling of temples and converting them into mosque. Second (Classical) Phase: Monuments of original character. Sober and elegant. More substantial and formal order. Mandu was established as the capital of Malwa by the local Sultans. Third Phase: Less austere and more fanciful structures, implying a life of ease and luxury. Main examples are pavilions, loggias, kiosks, terraces etc.



HINDOLA MAHAL - MANDU



HINDOLA MAHAL -MANDU • • • • •



Hindola-Mahal literally means a "Swinging palace" a name given to its peculiarly sloping side walls. The Hindola Mahal might have been constructed during the reign of Hushang Shah - 1425 C.E. It has a extreme simplicity of its style of construction although having a definite aesthetic appeal. The plan of the building is "T" shaped, with a main hall and a transverse projection at the north. On both sides of the hall there are six arched openings above which there are windows filled with beautiful tracery work for admitting light and air inside.



• The massive vaulted roof of the hall has disappeared though the row of lofty arches which once supported the huge ceiling above. • The walls are inordinately thick and slope like those of a castle. The slope of over 77 degrees gives a swinging appearance to the building, hence the name.



• The structure was probably supposed to have the zenana place as another storey above the main hall, which would explain the bulk and strength of the walls.



Main Hall • Oblong building 110' X 60' and 35' high. • Each of the long sided has 6 sunken arches with a doorway below and a window above. The short side has 3 similar arches. The central one is the entrance. • The interior is a large hall 881/2' X 24 1/2' and 32' high with 5 transverse pointed arches supporting the flat roof. • The flat roof rested on timber beams whose sockets are still visible, though the timber portions themselves have disappeared.



Transverse Building:



• It is in the same dimensions as the main hall, but in two storeys. • It is in a less formal style with some oriel windows of artistic design. • The ground floor consists of a cruciform gallery, a short arm of which opens into the main hall. There are also subsidiary passages not connecting with the gallery and entered by a separate doorway. • The first floor overlooks the main hall through an arched opening. It consists of a longitudinal hall of 70' X 40' divided into 3 aisles by 2 rows of pillars and a transverse chamber which may have been a retiring room.



JAHAZ MAHAL(MANDU):



JAHAZ MAHAL(MANDU):



• Meaning: ship-palace • Palace is shaped like a ship with two storeys • The 360’ long building is located between two beautiful water bodies. Its width is about 50’. • Mainly constructed as the harem of Ghiyas- ud- din, this palace has some exclusive bath chambers surrounded with glossy and decorative walls, an elaborate staircase, which leads to the roof, and a well built rooftop which provides exemplary view of the surrounding areas. • Surrounded with some evergreen gardens and grass lands • The terrace is surrounded with, number of kiosks and pavilions • The ground floor of Jahaz Mahal consists of three large halls, with corridors in between and narrow rooms at the extreme ends, and a beautiful cistern beyond the northern room surrounded by a series of columns on its three sides. • The east- west oriented long and wide structure consisted essentially of a series of compartments and corridors partly built over water • A pavilion projects over the Munj tank at the back of each hall having domical ceiling decorated with a band of blue and yellow tiles. •



• The southern end of Jahaz Mahal has an area having water channel from which, it looks like, and the cistern at the other end received its supply of water. • The cistern is beautifully designed and has a landing below the top margin for those not knowing to swim. In the southeast corner of the Southern Pavilion, a water-lift supplied water to the open bath at the northern end through a water channel running along the front terrace of Jahaz Mahal. • The surfaces of the walls and roofs of the Jahaz Mahal are covered with a thick coat of plaster, a feature that is also visible on entire facade of the front building.



JAMI MASJID (Mandu):



JAMI MASJID (Mandu): • Started by Hushang Shah and finished by Mahmud I in A.D. 1440. • Mosque covers a square of 288' side, prolonged on eastern front by another 100' by a projecting domed entrance hall and a wide flight of steps. • There are also two subsidiary entrances to the north, one for the priests and the other a private entrance for the zenana. • Being raised on a high plinth, this enables the front side of the basement to contain a series of arcaded chambers to be used as a serai. • The entrance hall bears traces of exquisitely coloured borders and panels in glazed tiles. The domed gatehouse responds to the three similar domes of the sanctuary on the opposite side of the courtyard • The courtyard is a square of 162' side, surrounded by arcaded aisles. Eleven openings on each side forming a facade for the pillared halls beyond.



• The pillared halls on the north and south are 3 aisles deep, that on the east is 2 aisles, while the western sanctuary is 5 aisles deep. • In addition to the 3 large domes atop the sanctuary, the entire roof is covered with a symmetrical pattern of cylindrical cupolas, one over each bay of the interior, thus making 158 in all. • Sculptured mihrabs are present at regular intervals in the qibla wall with an elegantly designed mimbar in the central bay. • The overall design of the mosque gives an appearance of quiet solemnity, relying mainly upon the simple broad treatment of its constituent elements, eschewing ornamentation apart from the mihrabs and mimbar and some restrained colour decoration
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