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PsycTESTS: “Operation Test Derby”



Y



ou know how hard it is to find tests. After months of searching, APA staff responsible for building content for PsycTESTS, a new research database for tests and measures, understand your pain. Doing carefully constructed searches, they had found a good number. And they had digitized several hundred from the test collection at the Archives of the History of American Psychology (AHAP) in Akron. But the inventory wasn’t growing fast enough. The solution? “Operation Test Derby” engaged 25 staff and freelancers in a carefully constructed strategy to comb APA journals and public domain sites for tests. Rather than using general searches, staff literally reviewed every article in six APA journals published from 1970 to 2010. These journals were chosen because they had yielded the most tests in previous searches. Content Development staff had also identified several government websites that contained substantial numbers of tests in the public domain.



In this issue 1 PsycTESTS: "Operation Test Derby"



2 3 4 5



S an Francisco Association of Mental Health Librarians 2010 Conference PsycEXTRA: Now We Are Six! Magination Press Fall Lineup



The PsycINFO Production Process: Behind the Scenes 6 Spotlight on New Content In Search of: Bloom’s Taxonomy



Searchers were asked to track their time and the number of tests they found so that management can gauge which strategies were most effective. Reference librarians will not be surprised to learn that assessment, addiction, and social psychology journals yield the most tests and measures. Operation Test Derby was a resounding success, providing close to 2,000 tests for the inventory. Staff are now following on with other APA journals. Content Development staff have negotiated with several large publishers to enable APA to use their journals to create records for the database. Once staff identify tests in those journals, we will negotiate permissions to include the tests. We have also been soliciting tests from authors with marked success.



Three Types of Tests PsycTests will include materials on three kinds of tests. The main focus is unpublished tests, those developed by researchers for use in their work but not made commercially available. For as many as possible, APA will include the full text of the tests and measures. The records for these will be based on published accounts of test development continued on page 2
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PsycTESTS: "Operation Test Derby" —continued from page 1 or evaluation. In some cases, there will be a record based on use of a test when it has been used for a new population or setting. The second category are the tests from AHAP, which may not be literature based. And the third is commercially available tests. APA now has agreements with several commercial test publishers to create records for their tests and, in some cases, to include sample reports, instructions, or sample questions. All records will be indexed and include fields for validity and reliability data (when available), test purpose, construct, format, number of items, and more. The database is currently in the developmental stage, and although we knew this project was ambitious, the scope and variables it entails continue to impress us. Even though many authors intend for their tests to be reused and adapted by later researchers, finding the full text of tests can be a challenge. And tests do often inspire their authors, or new authors, to create variations, each with a new name. Authors also create new tests by combining elements from two or more existing tests. In addition, within every test there may be named or unnamed subtests. It is our challenge to find and display all of this information clearly and accurately so that a researcher can easily find a test that matches his or her needs. Given this challenge, building the PsycTESTS database will be an iterative and interactive process. The Content Development staff will then apply the assessment skills they use for PsycINFO to PsycTESTS to determine whether tests are a good fit for the PsycTESTS database. After we identify tests, the team of bibliographic specialists who create the meticulously indexed PsycINFO records will be creating PsycTESTS records. If you have a test you would like included in PsycTESTS, visit the Call for Tests page. For inclusion in the database, unpublished tests must have been described in a peer-reviewed journal article, dissertation, technical report, or book. When will PsycTESTS be available? The beta release is planned for April 4, 2011, and APA expects to have the database on the market in June. APA has been soliciting input from many audiences over the course of development for PsycTESTS, and we’re still listening. This database will evolve over time, and we invite your suggestions and feedback.
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San Francisco Association of Mental Health Librarians 2010 Conference



T



wenty-three librarians attended the AMHL Conference (October 1-3); they came from a variety of institutions, including universities, state and private hospitals, research institutes, and publishers. The theme was “Your Library: Still the Same, Completely Different.” PsycINFO Customer Relations training specialist Lisa Sick presented a session titled The Advanced Use of APA Resources. It included database coverage and record structure, with live search demonstrations on major vendor platforms: APA PsycNET, CSA Illumina, Dialog, EBSCOhost, and OvidSP. The librarians had questions about methodology, citation searching, using the online Thesaurus, indexing practices, peer-review status, classification codes, and more. We received valuable feedback on our databases and on the upcoming PsycTESTS project. Many of the attendees are users of PsycEXTRA, our gray literature database, and commented on the importance of this literature to their institution’s library. It is always a pleasure to hear from those working in the field of mental health librarianship! Please contact us with any questions at psycinfo@ apa.org.



PsycINFO PsycINFO News is published bimonthly by PsycINFO® American Psychological Association 750 First Street, NE • Washington, DC 20002-4242 Telephone: 800.374.2722 • 202.336.5650 • Fax: 202.336.5633 E-mail: [email protected] Web: www.apa.org/pubs/databases All organization, product, or service names mentioned are trademarks or service marks of their respective owners. Graphical software interfaces appearing in illustrations herein are copyright © by their manufacturers.
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PsycEXTRA: Now We Are Six! PsycEXTRA is the premier resource for information and data for cutting-edge research and practice in the behavioral and social sciences. It is also an archive of gray literature that documents the development of psychology. —PsycEXTRA mission statement



W



hen APA launched PsycEXTRA in June 2004, our goal was to provide a database for gray literature, or sources published outside of the traditional peer-review process, that would address the endemic problems of this kind of data: discovery, reliability, and availability. Now that PsycEXTRA is six, APA has embarked on a major effort to expand the content.



owner for conference materials on evidence-based practice. ■ Avatars ran a keyword search of multiple resources on research on use of avatars in academic settings.



What Is the PsycEXTRA Content Today?



Who Provides the Content and in What Format?



■ The numbers: At this point, we have about 200,000 records or, to look at it another way, an average of more than 750 records a week have been added since 2004 by the small but dedicated PsycEXTRA production team. The database got a boost when in 2008 APA collaborated with the Archives of the History of American Psychology to digitize more than 10,000 documents for PsycEXTRA. Not all of this content has been added as APA researches provenance for some of them. Access to this content has led to additional agreements with Content Owners.



■ Material is issued by private research institutes, corporations, government and military agencies, scientific societies, think tanks, associations, prominent media, health organizations, and many more. For a list of content providers, go to http://www. apa.org/pubs/databases/psycextra/content-providers/summary.aspx. ■ Full-text content is provided in PDF. ■ Document types vary and include many that you won’t easily find elsewhere. They currently include everything from bibliographies to white papers and such hard-to-find sources as patents, curricula, and testimony. See our website for a list of searchable document types.



■ Content added follows the strict selection standards established by APA to ensure reputability of the content and its relevance to the behavioral and social sciences. ■ PsycEXTRA remains unique in that it combines both bibliographic records and full text, with about 70% of the database having full text. If you’re not familiar with PsycEXTRA and would like to get a sense of the content, PsycINFO has produced a series of brief “hot topic” example searches that are available without a subscription on our website in an archive, as listserv announcements, or as podcasts available through either APA or iTunes. Some examples of topics covered over the past months: ■ The Ghost in the Machine searched for patents on artificial intelligence. ■ Deepwater Horizon Catastrophe searched for fact sheets for the public on how to cope with aspects of the disaster ranging from contaminants, stress, grief, and talking to children about how the event. ■ The Politics of Day Care explored testimony and legislative materials on the historical debates about day care. ■ Hard Times examined state and federal reports on rehabilitation and recidivism of women prisoners. ■ Evidence-Based Practice searched a specific content



In addition, we have a brief tutorial that explains PsycEXTRA and provides a search example.



What’s Next? PsycEXTRA is entering a new phase. We strongly believe that PsycEXTRA fills a vital niche and provides a service that no other database does for both researchers and content providers. We want to get bigger and better and do it fast, so we are currently adding both dedicated staff and getting help from across PsycINFO. We’ve put together a task force to review our current content, content providers, document types, and rate of growth in anticipation of aggressively expanding the content available as well as the range of content providers and kinds of data provided. Watch for information on the website and in the PsycINFO News on the initiative. Do you use PsycEXTRA? Is there a subject you’d like to see receive greater coverage? Do you work for an institution that has a special collection that might be appropriately covered in PsycEXTRA? It’s a great way to get your collection digitized and to reach a new and broader audience. (APA will use non-destruct technology to digitize your content, then return the print intact along with a copy of the digital file.) Please give us your thoughts at [email protected]
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Magination Press Fall Lineup Applying to College for Students With ADD or LD By Blythe Grossberg, PsyD Being Me: A Kid’s Guide to Boosting Confidence and Self-Esteem By Wendy Moss, PhD Many Ways to Learn, Second Edition By Judith M. Stern, MA & Uzi Ben-Ami, PhD Illustrated by Carl Pearce



Magination Press Author Profile Today the grouchies got me. They pushed me out of bed. The chased me down the hallway, and this is what they said. “Grouch and grump at everyone you meet throughout the day. Don’t be nice to anyone and you will get your way!”



T



hat is the beginning of The Grouchies, a fall 2009 Magination Press book by Debbie Wagenbach. In Volume 29, Issue 1, we explored Magination Press, APA’s line of books for kids and the adults in their lives, and took a look at the spring lineup for 2010. Now comes a follow-up interview with Debbie Wagenbach, author of The Grouchies. Debbie works in a place that we don’t get to cover often in the PsycINFO News but that was a first love for many of us: the public library. For the past 20 years she has worked in youth services at the Burlington, Iowa Public Library. The importance of the library to the Burlington community would be hard to overstress, but some numbers will help give a sense of its impact. The Burlington metro area has a total population of about 35,000; the door counter at the library shows that between 900 and 1,000 members of that community walk in every day. For most of Debbie’s tenure at the library she has been the children’s library assistant, and a part of



Ready for Take-Off: Preparing Your Teen With ADHD or LD for College By Theresa Maitland, PhD & Patricia O. Quinn, MD Understanding Myself:  A Kid’s Guide to Intense Emotions and Strong Feelings By Mary C. Lamia, PhD



her job that she loves has been Storytime, aimed at the youngest library patrons. A first outgrowth of that passion was a series of public service efforts in the community. She and other members of the staff visit the local schools each May to promote the summer reading program, and she also has been making radio public service announcements promoting the benefits of reading for many years. How successful are they in Burlington? When the library moved to a new building in 2006, Debbie came across a profile in her local paper, The Hawk Eye, of her 1992 Storytime group. She did a 16-year follow-up with current patrons, and all the children but one were still active library patrons. About 5 years ago, she took the step of beginning to write children’s books as well as read them. Her first effort was discouraging. She wrote a story that was enthusiastically received by the library staff, but rejected by the 10 publishers she contacted. She retrenched and reconsidered her talents and her audience. Her next effort was The Grouchies, a look at how mood affects behavior and how to combat a bad mood. Through rhyme and a silly chant, it shows kids how their mood can affect others around them and shows simple ways to turn a mood around. It was a natural for a Magination Press publication. Partnered with simple and colorful illustrations by Steve Mack and an extensive note to parents by clinical psychologist and psychoanalyst Mary Lania, who for nearly a decade hosted a weekly callin talk show called KidTalk with Dr. Mary on Radio Disney stations, The Grouchies has accessible information for both children and their parents. The Grouchies and all the Magination Press books are indexed in PsycINFO. They are particularly useful resources for clinicians or who work with children or students who plan to, parents of young children, and, of course, librarians who work with any of these groups.
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The PsycINFO Production Process: Behind the Scenes



T



he PsycINFO bibliographic database contains almost 3 million abstracts and citations from sources including journal articles, book chapters, and other scholarly materials. The records that make up the database encompass the field of psychology as well as psychological aspects of related disciplines. Beginning in 2008, PsycINFO has evolved to include further coverage of materials in neuroscience, not just those that have psychological content, but the full spectrum of neuroscience. A Neuroscience Task Force (NTF) was formed, comprising bibliographic production staff with a special interest, educational background, and expertise in the neurosciences. In this article, we trace the creation of a PsycINFO record, from journal acquisition to release. The process begins with journal acquisition and accessioning. To select journals appropriate for our database, content development staff members correspond with publishers/editors in the search for new content. A review committee ultimately decides upon journal inclusion or rejection; this decision is then approved by Linda Beebe, PsycINFO’s Senior Director. Once a journal is accepted, PsycINFO arranges for regular delivery of the journal, usually in electronic form. With the recent push to include more neuroscience content, the NTF selects all articles from approved journals for database inclusion, whereas previously we covered neuroscience journals selectively. One neuroscience journal acquired under this initiative is BMC Neuroscience. We now have 309 results from the journal added, all of which have been converted into records by the talented NTF staff. All record titles are entered into our database after having been properly formatted. Selected records consist of editorials, research articles, comments, errata, and reviews. After selection has been completed, NTF members proceed to enter all bibliographic information. This includes data on pagination; author names, affiliations, and correspondence; copyright and publication; sponsorship/grants; conferences; and reviewed items. Next, an abstract is either created or pulled from the source material. For abstract creation, staff members will often adopt the perspective of a novice PsycINFO user while accurately representing the authors’ work. The article is thoroughly searched to ensure proper check tag entry regarding document



type, methodology, auxiliary material, population, age group, and geographic location information. All tests or measures used in the research are also captured in a special tests and measures field What we in PsycINFO affectionately refer to as “C&I” (classification and indexing) usually takes the most time and effort to perfect. Because work assigned to the NTF is often quite technical, NTF members commit to a great deal of term research during this portion of production. First, natural language key words are added. Index terms (pulled from PsycINFO’s own term thesaurus) must accurately represent what the article is about, and the article is then classified accordingly. During the C&I process, NTF members seek to broaden PsycINFO’s thesaurus by identifying new terms for thesaurus inclusion. Proposed new terms are comprehensively researched for added value and usability by the NTF and APA’s taxonomist. Once the bibliographic production has been completed, we proofread the entire record for grammatical errors/typos. But most of our quality review (QR) time is spent checking for conceptual accuracy. Is all bibliographic information properly input? If the article’s abstract is created by our staff (rather then by the record’s author), does it fairly represent the article content? Are the check tags applied correctly? Are all of the tests used in a study accounted for in our tests field? Are index terms and keywords applied appropriately? Is the article classified correctly? We take pride in our work and strive to consistently put out a quality product for our consumers. Once all corrections have been entered, the completed record is released from workflow—and a record goes into the PsycINFO database in the next weekly release Special thanks to the entire NTF (Elissa Bush, Amy Carey, Cyndy Nixon, and Michele Chang), managed by James Whitfield (Associate Production Manager, PsycINFO).
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Spotlight on New Content New Journal: Psychology of Violence



M



eet the newest entrant to PsycARTICLES. In August 2010, American Psychological Association published a special introductory issue of Psychology of Violence, which will begin regular publication in 2011. In the issue, Sherry Hamby, PhD, the Editor described the journal as a major feature of APA’s increased focus on the problem of violence. The journal became a key component of Alan Kazdin’s 2008 presidential initiative to increase the visibility of work on violence at APA and to better integrate the many existing efforts to address different forms of violence. The journal will be published quarterly and will be multidisciplinary, recognizing the shared



focus on violence in psychology, public health, neauroscience, and other related behavioral and social sciences. Dr. Hamby plans to encourage international submissions to the journal, noting that the journal will carry “enormous datasets with detailed, in-depth interviews.” APA will provide publishing services for the print journal and electronic access through PsycARTICLES®. Electronic access will include all articles, beginning with Volume 1, Issue 1, published in the journal. Psychology of Violence will be indexed in PsycINFO®.



In Search of: Bloom’s Taxonomy This issue’s search example uses two PsycINFO vendor platforms to demonstrate how and why a search that may look the same to a searcher yields different results, even though it’s drawing from the same pool of records.



Situation There has been a great deal of focus on elementary education lately, especially with the release of new findings showing American students faring poorly against international peers in reading and math. These and similarly troubling findings have highlighted the problems that can occur from the “teaching to the test” process that has increased in the wake of No Child Left Behind Act mandates. In addition, dissatisfaction with pegging effectiveness of education to students’ performance on standardized tests has fueled an interest in a different approach to education in which students are encouraged to develop their own understanding and apply what they learn analytically and creatively. Perhaps the best-known classification of learning objectives in education that feeds into that goal is Bloom’s Taxonomy, a system developed in the 1950s and revised in the years since. Suppose a researcher was interested in performing a meta-analysis in which her first step was to obtain a list of records in the PsycINFO database that specifically mention the taxonomy?



Build Your Search Our usual approach to a search is to use the thesaurus as a starting place, but in this case, we are interested not so much in a focused topic search as in finding literally all of the research we can that mentions Bloom’s Taxonomy. Let’s begin with the APA PsycNET platform and perform a Keywords search, which searches the title, the index terms, and the keyword fields. Second, we perform an Any Field search, which also searches the abstract, which can be very useful in a broader search, and the grants and sponsorship and tests and measures fields. Note that the Any Field search does not search the cited references. continued on page 7
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In Search of: Bloom's Taxonomy —continued from page 6 An APA PsycNET Keywords search:



Results screen:



An APA PsycNET Any Field search:



Results screen:



Note the difference between the numbers of results. There are well over double the results when a search of the abstract is included.



continued on page 8
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In Search of: Bloom's Taxonomy —continued from page 7 Finally, to expand our results, we add a proximity search in a third step, to add records where the words “Bloom’s” and “taxonomy” appear within four words of each other.



Results screen:



This search picks up an additional 60 records.



In our second iteration of this search, we’re going to run what looks like the same two searches, but we’ll do so using the CSA Illumina platform. A CSA Illumina Keywords search:



Results screen:



A CSA Illumina Anywhere search:



continued on page 9
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In Search of: Bloom's Taxonomy —continued from page 8 Results screen:



In both cases, you see the results are considerably higher on the CSA Illumina platform than they were in the APA PsycNET searches. Why? Because CSA Illumina searched in different places. A Keywords search on that platform automatically includes an abstract search, and an Anywhere search automatically includes the cited references. In a third iteration of the search, we can continue with CSA Illumina and add the proximity operator “within” include results in which the words appear within a designated number of spaces of each other. For example, let’s show that with our broadest set of results:



Results screen:



This screen yields our most inclusive set of results. Why are the same or almost the same fields categorized differently? The difference is essentially philosophic and has to do with whether the platform designers sought a more comprehensive or a more focused search. Each has its strengths, and the same or roughly the same results can be obtained on most platforms by grouping different index searches and using different Boolean combinations, wild cards, or proximity operators. PsycINFO is available on four major platforms, CSA Illumina, OvidSP, Ebscohost, and APA PsycNET. The former two take the more expansive approach, whereas the latter two take the more focused approach. If you know what each index actually searches, you can craft your search to fit your needs.



continued on page 10
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In Search of: Bloom's Taxonomy —continued from page 9 Below is a sample of records obtained from the final APA PsycNET search:
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