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Penquis Valley Mission Statement “Penquis Valley School offers a quality education and encourages students to be lifelong learners.” Academic Expectations for Student Learning 1. Demonstrates multiple ways of communicating knowledge through reading, writing, oral presentations, technology, quantitative expression and the arts. The student can read and write effectively to express his/her ideas. The student can understand, interpret, and present knowledge in a variety of ways using materials from multiple sources. 2. Demonstrates competent decision-making and problem solving. The student independently and effectively observes situations, defines problems and seeks resources to develop and evaluate solutions, then assesses the process. 3. Demonstrates collaborative skills. The student contributes to group process and works well with others demonstrating reliability, attentive listening and flexibility. The student also acknowledges his/her own strengths and the strengths of others. 4. Demonstrates a development of personal health habits, including regular exercise that enhances their own physical and emotional growth. The student shows evidence of monitoring their own fitness, appropriate nutritional intake, and the ability to address health and safety concerns. 5. Demonstrates partnerships in learning and research skills. The student shows evidence of forming productive links using resources across the curriculum and beyond the school setting.



Civic and Social Expectations 6. Demonstrates good citizenship. The student recognizes the role of the individual in the democratic process and is aware of issues affecting community, school, region, country, and world. The student participates in community service activities. 7. Demonstrates open-mindedness in social, civic, and academic situations. The student appreciates and articulates the value of diversity in social and civic settings and exhibits a willingness to undertake a challenging range of studies.



“EDUCATION:



EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY”
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Four-Year Education Plan Students entering PVHS will develop a four-year education plan based upon the pathway that will lead them to reach their present and future education and career goals and to meet graduation requirements. The plan will be updated each year to give students the flexibility to select courses and change pathways to best meet their educational goals. Graduation Requirements Students must earn a minimum of twenty-four (24) credits in order to graduate from PVHS. The following is a list of required credits: English 4 Mathematics 3 Science 3 US History 1 Government 1 Social Studies Elective 1 Physical Education 1 Health 1 Fine Arts 1 Digital Literacy 1 Electives 5 Freshman Foundations 1 Penquis Exit Project 1 ________ 24 Each student must take a minimum of 6 classes each school year between the fall and spring semesters. Students will be allowed no more than 2 study halls in a given semester. Minimum Course Selection by Year for Diploma 9th Grade English Math Health Earth Science Digital Literacy Freshman Foundations Electives include Spanish Band and/or Visual Arts



10th Grade English Math Phys. Ed. Biology S.S. Elective Min. 1 Elective



11th Grade________ English U.S. History Math Science Min. 2 Electives See recommendations for college



12th Grade________ English Government Min. 4 Electives See recommendations for college



One fine art credit (an elective) is required for graduation. A fine art is Art, Band, Chorus, Ceramics, Creative Writing, Drama, or Photography.
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Subject English



Minimum Graduation Requirement Four credits



Math



Three credits



Science



Three credits including Earth Science, Lab Biology, and one additional science



Three credits including Earth Science, Lab Biology, and Applied Physics or Chemistry or Advanced Biology or Physics (depending on college program)



Three credits including Earth Science, Lab Biology, and Physics or Chemistry



Social Studies



Three credits including US History and Government



Three credits including US History and Government



Three credits including US History and Government



Foreign Language



Recommended but Recommended but not required not required



Two credits of one language



Health/Physical Education



One credit Health and one credit physical education Digital Literacy One credit



One credit Health and one credit physical education Digital Literacy One credit



One credit Health and one credit physical education Digital Literacy One credit



Honors level Alg. I, Geometry, Alg. II, and Advanced Math or Pre-Calculus or Calculus Four credits including Honors Earth Science, Honors Lab Biology, and Physics or Chemistry or Advanced Biology or Anatomy & Physiology Honors World History, US History, Government, AP Government or AP US History Three or more credits of one language One credit Health and one credit physical education Digital Literacy One credit



One credit Elective to make a minimum of 24 credits



One credit Elective to make a minimum of 24 credits



One credit Elective to make a minimum of 24 credits



Computers Fine/Performing Arts Freshman Foundations Exit Project Electives



Technical College Preparation



Minimum College Preparation



Selective College Recommendation



Four credits CP For Some Programs Three credits including Alg. I, Geometry, and Alg. II



Four credits CP or Above



Four credits at honors or AP level



Alg. I, Geometry, Alg. II, Advanced Math are recommended



One Credit One credit Elective to make a minimum of 24 credits



As you decide your individual high school pathway, keep in mind taking classes that challenge you can lead to a greater number of college and/or career options. You will do well to choose a challenging course of study while keeping in mind the likelihood of success. Guidance staff is here to help with your decisions. Teachers, parents and other key adults have knowledge and experience that also can be valuable to you. 4



Add-Drop Procedure Students may not add or drop a course after the class meets 5 times. This will be for the first and second semester unless: 1. The student is transferring from another school 2. Adding the course is required based on an IEP determination. 3. The add/drop procedure is initiated by the classroom teacher and approved by administration. The add/drop procedure can also be initiated by a student/parent with approval of the teacher, guidance counselor and principal. 4. A student’s course/credit load may not fall below the six-class load requirement unless there is parental and administrative approval. 5. Classes dropped after the add/drop period will require a team meeting. The team will be comprised of Teachers, Parent(s)/Guardian(s), Guidance Councilor, Administration, and Student. A course dropped after the add/drop date, will remain on the student’s official transcript as WF (withdrew failing) or remains the number grade at the time of the drop, unless he/she repeats and passes the course another year. Except in unusual cases, no course may be dropped or added after the class has met 5 times of that semester without Administrative approval. (A change in level, i.e. Honors English to CP English is not considered add or a drop). Also, the grade will affect eligibility and whether or not the student makes the honor roll for the quarter the course was dropped. Students who wish to drop a Tri-County course during the year will need to meet with the guidance counselor, principal and representatives from Tri-County. External Credit Per MSAD #41 School Board Policy, only 2 credits may be obtained via adult education, summer school, independent study or a correspondence course. In each case, prior approval must be obtained from your guidance counselor and building principal. Teacher Assistants ONLY Juniors and Seniors will be allowed to work as teacher assistants. Students who work as teacher assistants will be granted ½ elective credit for each school year they participate. Weighted Grades Grades are weighted at Penquis Valley when determining Grade Point Average. (GPA) • • •



Unless otherwise noted, all course grades carry a value factor of 1.00. Courses designated “Honors” carry a value factor of 1.05 Courses designated “Advanced Placement” carry a value factor of 1.10



Example: When calculating GPA: A grade of 83 in English 9 will be computed as 83 (83x1=83) A grade of 83 in Honors Eng. 9 will be computed as 87 (83x1.05=87.15) A grade of 83 in AP Eng. Language will be computed as 91 (83x1.10=91.3) 5



FRESHMAN REQUIRED CLASS JMG Foundations Class: (Grade 9 and New Student(s)) Freshman foundation is a yearlong class required for all incoming 9th graders and new students. This class will be broken into four sections of study covering topics such as acclimating to High School, organizational skills, study skills, career and college prep, cyber safety, portfolio work, etc. and other important educational topics to be discussed. Students will be involved/exposed with college fairs, career fairs, outside speakers, and general student aspiration work. This is a required course for freshman and new students that will award one credit toward graduation.



Penquis Exit Portfolio This is a four-year Exit Portfolio for our students at Penquis that is a board approved graduation credit. Students will start this portfolio freshman year and will be assessed a ¼ credit a year until they graduate. Each grade level has certain expectations to complete per year; these expectations will be signed off and approved by homeroom teachers. This Penquis Exit Portfolio culminates in the senior year with a Parent/Staff/Administrative presentation at Penquis Portfolio night.



ENGLISH The English program at Penquis Valley represents a four-year sequence carefully planned to provide the student with an excellent language program designed to fit the present and future needs of the student. Placement in Honors and Advanced courses is by teacher recommendation. Each English course counts for one credit. Expectations for Learning Through the nature of the curriculum of the English department, coupled with the application of the following listed programs, all students at Penquis Valley High School will demonstrate multiple ways of communicating knowledge through reading, writing, oral presentations, technology, quantitative expression, research, and the arts. The students will also demonstrate competent decision-making and problem solving skills, both independently and through collaboration with others. For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Content level courses will be offered everyday for the whole school year General: (Grade 9 – 12) This course consists of an assortment of reading and writing strategies intended to prepare the student for upperclass high school level academics, as well as the world of work. Throughout the course we will study a variety of literature including poetry, longer length fiction, and creative non-fiction. Writing instruction will focus on language structure and usage, the academic essay, and expression through creative writing. Course texts and assignments are due to change if necessary. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. College Preparatory: (Grade 9 – 12) This course consists of an assortment of reading and writing strategies intended to prepare the student for upperclass high school level academics. This course also aims to prepare students for the college application process. Throughout the course we will study a variety of literature including poetry, longer-length fiction, and creative non-fiction. Writing instruction will focus on language structure and usage, the academic essay, literary analysis, and expression through creative writing. Course texts and assignments are due to change if necessary. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. 6



Honors: (Grades 9 & 10 only) This course is a genre/theme-focused class intended to prepare students for AP English Language and AP Literature classes. The class includes an assortment of reading and writing strategies that support academic inquiry in other academic disciplines. During the course we will study a variety of literature including poetry, longer-length fiction, and creative non-fiction. Writing instruction will focus on language structure and usage, the academic essay, literary analysis, and expression through creative writing. Emphasis is placed on analysis and inquiry. Course texts and assignments vary. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Grade Levels: English 9: Students will read a mixture of contemporary and classical literature. Free read projects will be assigned throughout the year. Students will begin work on their portfolio by writing a first draft of their personal statements and resumes. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. English 10: This course focuses on American Literature through in-class readings as well as free-reads. Students in English 10 will also focus on improving their communication skills through multiple genres of writing, including a revised version of their personal statements and resumes as required by the graduation portfolio. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. English 11: Students will focus on American/British Literature. Special emphasis is placed SAT preparation and persuasive writing. Students will also revise personal statements and resumes. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. English 12: Students will write a college essay and a senior reflection. Seniors will also revise personal statements and resumes. Students have many opportunities to choose their reading materials as well as participate in groupreads. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations.
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AP English Language and Composition: (Grades 11 & 12) Prerequisite: Recommendations of the English department; at least one honors English course with an 85 or better average. This is an English course with content, approaches, and expectations commensurate with a college level writing course. In the spring, students will take the AP exam in hopes of receiving college credit. Students will analyze and interpret samples of effective writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques. Students will move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review. A.P. English Language is a rigorous course that will challenge most students. Students taking the course will be expected to take the May exam at a minimum cost. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. AP English Literature and Composition: (Grades 11 & 12) Prerequisite: Recommendation of the English Department; at least one honors English course with an 85 or better average. The Advanced Placement Program provides an opportunity for high school students to pursue and receive credit for college-level course work completed at the secondary school level. The AP English Literature and Composition class will engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students will deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. Students will consider the work’s structure, style, and themes as well as figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone. The AP exam is in May, offered through the College Board. Students taking this course will be expected to take the exam at a minimum cost. This is a rigorous course that will challenge students. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Creative Writing: This course offers instruction and guidance in several forms of creative writing, including fiction prose, essay, and poetry. Modes of presentation will be traditional print, as well as digital and visual. Works of other writers will be explored and emulated, and workshop time will be provided for individual experimentation and innovation. Class time will include daily writing prompts and activities, as well as long term assignments and projects. This class counts as one Fine Arts credit. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations.
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MATHEMATICS The ability to perform a wide range of mathematical tasks is increasingly important in our age of technology. The mathematical courses offered at PVHS are designed to meet the basic parameters of our school’s mission statement and expectations. Students are engaged in collaborative group work that requires them to problemsolve and communicate knowledge in a variety of ways. This collaborative group work introduces the student to the democratic process allowing the student to develop an open-minded attitude to new ideas and to participate in learning partnerships. Students will solve practical problems that expose them to real life situations. This will enable them to become productive citizens in today’s global society. Students are expected to have mastered basic skills in arithmetic prior to entering high school. This is essential to success in any of the courses offered. For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Content level courses will be offered everyday for the whole school year Algebra 1: This course will cover all the standards for Algebra I of the Maine State learning results. Topics covered will include but not be limited to a review of the operations on whole numbers, fractions, decimals and integers as well as elements of algebra including solving equations and problem solving with one or two variables, inequalities, radicals and relations and functions, properties of order, relations and functions, powers, roots, polynomials, systems of linear equations, and quadratic equations. Students read directions to complete various homework assignments, answer test questions and solve problems that apply their knowledge. Students interpret graphical data and systems of equations and present this data using the graph board and graph paper. They use graphing calculators to verify their results. Students are given 2-3 days of peer review. Students are placed in mixed ability groups and allowed to complete the review assignment together. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations. Honors Algebra I: This course provides students with the full extent of Algebra I concepts. Course topics of study include the manipulation of variable equations and expressions, linear systems of equations and inequalities, absolute value equations, exponents, as well as the introduction of quadratic functions and their behavior. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations. Geometry: Prerequisite: 1 credit in Algebra I We will try to cover the same topics as honors geometry but at a slower pace to help students who might struggle with math. We will use worksheets to help reinforce the topics studied, which will give students a better understanding of the geometric concepts. Algebra skills are necessary but students will be allowed to use calculators in their computations. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2 and 3 for academic expectations. Honors Geometry: Prerequisite: 1 cr. in Hon. Algebra 1 or approval of instructor. This is a one-credit course in which students need a good algebra background in order to be successful. It is fast paced and students need to be prepared to spend extra time outside of class to get their work completed. We will use the tools of geometry to do reasoning and proofs, work with geometric figures and their relationships to 9



each other, concentrate on properties of triangles and other polygons and finish up with right triangle trigonometry and circles, if time permits. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2 and 3 for academic expectations. Algebra II: Prerequisite: 1 credit in Algebra I and 1 credit in Geometry This course will be the follow up of Algebra I and Geometry. The course emphasizes topics such as real numbers, linear equations, and inequalities, functions and graphs, systems of linear equations and inequalities, polynomials, rational expressions, radicals and irrational numbers, quadratic functions and complex numbers. Problem solving strategies are used throughout the year and a strong algebra background is necessary in order to be successful in this course. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2 and 3 for academic expectations. Honors Algebra II: (315) Prerequisite: 1 credit in Honors Algebra 1 or Approval of Instructor Honors Algebra II builds upon the foundations of functions introduced in introductory algebra classes. Learners should have a solid grasp of basic equation solving strategies and excellent computational skills. Explorations of linear systems and matrices, higher order polynomials, exponential functions, logarithms, and behavior of rational functions including end-behavior and asymptotes will be rigorous and challenging. Successful completion of this course prepares learners to take Pre Calculus. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, and 3 for academic expectations. Advanced Math: Prerequisite: 1 credit in Algebra II and Geometry Advanced Math reviews and extends the concepts studied in Geometry and Algebra II. The first of the course will deal with expanding the concepts covered in Geometry and Algebra II. The second part will deal primarily with trigonometry, the law of sines and cosines and other pre-calculus topics. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2 and 3 for academic expectations. Pre – Calculus: Prerequisite: 1 Credit in Honors Algebra II, Advanced Math or Approval of Instructor Pre Calculus invites learners to investigate deeper connections with previously encountered topics in algebra and geometry. Properties of several families of functions and equations are explored in depth during the early portion of the course. Learners will then be introduced to series and sequences as well trigonometry, limits & continuity, analytic geometry and advanced graphing techniques. Pre Calculus is essential for success in Calculus. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, and 3 for academic expectations. TCTC Math: This Math class is specifically designed for students attending TCTC program and requiring a math credit. This will be a mixed level class and be covering the basics of Math at the different grade levels. 10



SCIENCE For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Content level courses will be offered everyday for the whole school year Earth Science: (grade 9) Earth Science is an introductory science class that covers the scientific method, Earth’s resources, basic geologic process, and our solar system. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the material through a variety of methods, including reading, writing, oral presentations and research projects. Students will, upon course completion, have a greater understanding of what is needed to create policy and laws to protect natural resources. This course is a requirement for all 9th graders. Students read various scientific articles, listen to podcasts, watch videos, and take down notes over a variety of subjects. After each type of material presentation, students provide a critical analysis as to the strengths and weaknesses of that particular method of information sharing. Students are required to identify the potential audience that was intended to receive this information, and any potential bias that might be present. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 1 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. Honors Earth Science: (Grade 9) Honors Earth Science covers the same topics as listed above, but with a greater focus on critical thinking and analysis of information gathered from labs and demonstrations. Additionally, an APA research paper will be a significant portion of the class and students considering Honors Earth Science should be self-motivated and expected to commit time outside of class for certain assignments. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 1 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations Lab Biology: Prerequisite – successful completion of Earth Science Biology is a lab class that uses demonstrations and experimentation to study living organisms. Reading, writing and research are coupled with laboratory activities to expose students to the topics of cell structure and function, ecology, cell processes, cellular reproduction, photosynthesis and genetics. Students will be able to recognize the evolutionary advantages of genetic diversity among living things, and gain a greater understanding of what unites us as a species, as well as our inherited differences. Students will work together during labs to develop collaborative learning skills, and learn about appropriate division of labor. This course is required for all 10th graders. Through a variety of pre-investigations, lab activities, and post lab analysis, students learn the scientific importance of a controlled experiment that follows the scientific method. Each lab experience is evaluated according to how well it adhered to the scientific method. Labs are performed in groups of 2-4 students, with division of labor decided at the beginning of the lab, the reflected upon at the end. Students are required to fill out a survey of the strengths and weaknesses of group members, and if they feel other group members contributed equally to the project. Students keep an online food journal for one week that provides nutritional analysis on what the student has consumed. Students analyze not on the caloric and fat content of their diets, but which vitamins and mineral they may have a deficiency in. (1 credit) 11



Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 4 for academic expectations. Honors Lab Biology: Prerequisite – 85 average min. in Earth Science and teacher approval. Class size is limited to 20 students. This course will be offered to students that had a high academic standing in Earth Science. It will cover the same topics as Lab Biology, but further in-depth and with more lab work. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 4 for academic expectations. Horticulture: Pre-Requisites include successful completion of Earth Science and Biology. Instruction in the broad field of horticulture with emphasis on the scientific and technical knowledge is necessary for a career in this industry, or for home agriculture. Topics include plant growth and development, plant nutrition, media selection, basic plant identification, pest management, chemical disposal, customer relations, career opportunities, and leadership development. Skills in biology, chemistry, and algebra are reinforced. This is a project-based class. (1 credit) Honors Anatomy and Physiology: Prerequisite: Three years of lab science, one of which must be Advanced Biology. Highly recommended for students going on to college. Students that are interested in health-oriented careers (nursing, physical therapy, medical assistant, pre-vet, premed or pre-dental) are strongly encouraged to take this class, which deals exclusively with the human body and how it functions. Considerable amounts of reading, writing, and independent research are necessary for success in this class. Dissections and multiple labs allow greater understanding of how the body functions, and what an individual can do to support the optimal development of those systems within their own bodies. A major portion of the grade comes from a Major Emphasis Project, chosen by the student, that will culminate in a 15page APA style reference paper and a 30 minute slide-show presentation to professionals in a field related to the MEP. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 2 for academic expectations. Advanced Biology: (grade 11) Prerequisite: Successful completion of Earth Science and Lab Biology The advanced biology course will be extremely helpful to any student considering any degree program in college, due to a lab science requirement for most degree programs. The course covers material taken in a college freshman biology class. The Scientific Method, cells, the cell theory, cell processes, and cellular reproduction, genetics, and cellular respiration are a few of the topics covered. A simple review of basic chemistry and biochemistry will be covered. This is a lecture-oriented class, with very minimal lab work. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, and 5 for academic expectations. Environmental Science: Prerequisite: Successful completion of Earth Science and Lab Biology. Appropriate for non-college bound students. Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary study that seeks to describe how humans interact with the environment. This course will enable students to develop an understanding of natural and man-made environments and the environmental problems the world faces. Students will explore environmental 12



sustainability and ethics in addition to major ecological issues. Outdoor fieldwork, research projects, in-class discussion, and some laboratory work will be incorporated into the course. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 2 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 6 and 7 for civic and social expectations. Advanced Placement Environmental Science: (grades 11 & 12) Prerequisite: Earth Science, Lab Biology, and Algebra I. AP Environmental Science is the equivalent of a college level introductory environmental science course. As an interdisciplinary science, it incorporates topics from different areas of study such as biology, chemistry, earth science and geography. Topics will include ecology, energy conversions, biogeochemical systems, biodiversity, human population, pollution, and other related environmental issues. Outdoor fieldwork and laboratory work are important components of this course. Lab Chemistry is recommended as a prerequisite or as a concurrent course. Students will be encouraged to sit for the AP Exam in May. A score of 3 or better may be accepted as college credit, depending on the institution. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, and 3 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 7 for civic and social expectations. Lab Chemistry: (grades 11 & 12) (Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I. Highly recommended for college bound students intent on majoring in a science. This course introduces the students to the fundamental concepts of chemistry. It strongly emphasizes a kinetic/molecular approach where chemical action is explained in terms of moving molecules and changes in energy levels. The course requires the use of algebra and prepares the student for the further study of science at the college level. Topics covered include atomic and molecular structure, quantum theory, reaction types, energy, bonding, kinetic theory, solutions, gas laws, and acid/base reactions. Laboratory work serves to introduce and reinforce ideas as well as to incorporate hands-on problem solving and collaborative skills. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, and 3 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 7 for civic and social expectations. Honors Lab Physics: (grades 11 & 12) Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry. Highly recommended for college bound students planning on majoring in a science. This course introduces students to the fundamental principles that underlie our physical world. Topics include metrics, motion, forces, heat and thermodynamics, waves, electricity, light, and relativity. The focus is on applying basic physics principles to solve physical problems. The course also includes a program of laboratory exercises, which will assist the student in the understanding of fundamental physical concepts. Physics requires a relatively high level of math ability and so it is recommended that the student has already completed Algebra 2 or be taking it concurrently with this course. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, and 3 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 7 for civic and social expectations.
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SOCIAL STUDIES For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Non-Content level courses will be offered everyday for either the fall or spring semester. Some courses are offered in other scheduling layouts and will be indicated. Required U.S. History and Government Classes for Graduation World History: (Grade 10 Elective) This will be an examination of major themes, ages, and periods of the cultural and structural makeup of the multiple societies represented in the world. This class will ask the students to express, interpret, and present knowledge gained through reading, writing, oral presentations, technology, quantitative expression, and the arts presented from topics covering the beginning of man to present day. A student taking this class will be asked to appreciate and articulate the value of diversity with content focused on enlightenment and revolution, including romanticism, nationalism, liberalism, socialism, fascism, feminism, and religion. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 6 and 7 for civic and social expectations. Honors World History: (Grade 10) Honors World History will cover the content discussed in the World History description. Students opting to venture into the Honors section of the course will be exposed to a higher level of student-centered, studentdiscovery based learning that allows students to make competent decision-making and problem-solving skills, promote collaborative learning, and center themselves on student-orientated learning. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 6 and 7 for civic and social expectations. United States History: (Grade 11) This is a survey course that covers the history of America from the age of exploration and colonization all the way to the 21st century. Students learn to analyze the human experience through time, to recognize the relationships of event, people, and to identify patterns, themes, and turning points of change using the chronology of history and major eras. In interpreting current and historical events, students will evaluate the credibility and perspectives of multiple sources of information gathered from technology, documents, artifacts, maps, the arts, and literature. A. CHRONOLOGY- Students will use the chronology of history and major eras to demonstrate the relationships of events and people. B. HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE, CONCEPTS, AND PATTERNS- Students will develop historical knowledge of major events, people, and enduring themes in the United States, in Maine, and throughout world history. C. HISTORICAL INQUIRY, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION- Students will learn to evaluate resource material such as documents, artifacts, maps, artworks, and literature, and to make judgments about the perspectives of the authors and their credibility when interpreting historical events. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 6 and 7 for civic and social expectations.
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AP United States History: (grades 11 and 12) This intense course covers all material associated with the study of United States History. This course requires a great deal of reading of primary sources. This course will prepare students for the National Advanced Placement Exam in May. Students taking the course are expected to take this exam and bear some of the burden of its cost. Students will work with local historical societies, helping them with projects, after the exam in May. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 2 for academic expectations. Government: (Grade 12) Students will demonstrate good citizenship when they study the electoral process, political campaigns, and political parties. They will research candidates and referendum questions. They will present their findings to the class and be encouraged to use computer technology to create their presentations. If students work in teams on these projects, they will demonstrate multiple ways of communicating knowledge through reading, writing, oral presentations and technology. Also, they will demonstrate collaborative skills and partnerships in learning and research skills. Students will learn about the electoral process and political campaigns in Maine and the United States. Students will learn about the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Students will learn the basics concerning town, county, State of Maine, and the three branches of federal government. Students will take exams, which must be passed, at the end of each section of government. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. AP Government: (grades 11 and 12) (235) This intense course covers all material associated with the U.S. Government. This course requires a tremendous amount of reading and writing. This will prepare students for the national Advanced Placement Exam in May. Students taking the course are expected to take this exam and bear the burden of its cost. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. Electives in Social Studies Current Events: (grades 10, 11 and 12) This course will explore all newsworthy events that occur locally, statewide, nationwide and internationally. The use of newspapers, news magazines and visual news will be used to expand student knowledge on certain topics and events. The use of written opinions, work sheets, discussions, and tests will round out the class daily activities. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 4, and 5 for Academic expectations. Incorporates PVHC Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations.
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Geography & Maine History Class: (grades 10, 11, & 12) This course will split the aspects of geography and explore the history of the state of Maine. Students will be exposed to the five themes of geography – Location, Place, Human – Environment Interaction, Movement, and Region. Students will look at local history, county history, and overall Maine state history as well. Students should walk away with a better understanding of the history and locations of places they call home. Native American Studies: This course will cover material over the lives, cultures and history of Native Americans. This course will concentrate on the Native American tribes in Maine. This course will require students to create and teach a lesson about Native Americans to elementary school students. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. Sociology: (grades 11 and 12) Sociology will present a chance for students to investigate the social world around them by taking a look at the history of sociological thought and practices. Sociology will also cover such topics like social movements, societal norms, and marriage and family. Students will be expected to articulate and communicate through the use of oral and written reports, student-centered and lead presentations, proper use of technology, and readings of the topics present. Each student who chooses to venture into this class has a chance to be exposed to new thought that will ask the student to practice and demonstrate an open mind to different social and cultural practices across the world. Students should walk away from this class with a better understanding of how the social world works. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 6 and 7 for civic and social expectations. Psychology: (grades 11 & 12) Psychology will present the student with a chance to further understand the process of the human psyche. Students will be asked to cover topics ranging from human relations, process of learning, mental cognition, and developmental ages of the mind. A student taking this course will be asked to explore, share and demonstrate an increased understanding of the human psyche through collaborative, group, or individual discovery based learning. Students should walk away with an increased understanding and appreciation for the differences in people as it pertains to the human mind and how it relates to development, process, and collaboration of human interaction in the world. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 6 and 7 for civic and social expectations.
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LANGUAGE/ FOREIGN LANGUAGE For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Non-Content level courses will be offered everyday for either the fall or spring semester. Some courses are offered in other scheduling layouts and will be indicated. American Sign language (ASL): Class size limited to 20 students Prerequisite: None Students are introduced to ASL (American Sign Language). They will learn to communicate in sign language, how to introduce themselves, exchange personal information, tell about their families, make requests, and learn how to get attention using appropriate cultural behaviors. Students will also learn about the history of ASL and Deaf culture. American Sign Language (ASL) II Class size limited to 20 students Prerequisite ASL I In ASL II, students practice more advanced communication skills, grammatical features including past, present and future tenses, facial expressions, increased vocabulary, and increased cultural awareness. Students will delve deeper into the Deaf culture; it’s community, and its history through select readings and additional media sources. Spanish I: Class size limited to 20 students (per section) Students are introduced to Spanish, where they learn how to perform basic tasks in that language, such as asking directions, ordering a meal, and selecting and paying for purchases. Students learn words, phrases and idiomatic expressions and how to use these in conversation. They are exposed to Spanish and Latin American art, music, history and daily life through their textbook, movies, audio-visual materials and long-term projects designed to increase their knowledge of Spanish and Hispanic culture. Finally, they study Spanish grammar as a foundation for further study and to broaden their conversational abilities. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations. Spanish II: Prerequisite: Spanish I Class limited to 20 students (per section) In Spanish II, students learn and practice more advanced tasks, such as making requests and giving directions, conversing about past, present and future events, and relating instructions, suggestions, and explanations in Spanish. Students learn to read and to write letters and short stories in Spanish and to present these aloud. Students continue to explore Spanish and Latin American culture through selected readings, some in the target language and some in English, and through movies, audio-visual materials, and from the textbook. Finally, these students study grammar as a basis for heightened proficiency in Spanish and as a foundation for further study. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations.
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Spanish IIA Spanish and Latin American Literature: Prerequisite: Successful completion of two years of Spanish This class introduces students to modern, well-known and classical poets, essayists, short story writers, and novelists and cinematographers. Students read and view selections from these writers/filmmakers and identify and discuss the ideals, motivations and cultural points of view expressed in their works. Some materials are presented in Spanish and some in English. Discussion is in both languages, with the goal of developing in students the ability to express increasingly abstract ideas in Spanish. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations. Spanish III: Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish II Spanish III students converse in Spanish at length about a variety of topics using past, present, and future verb tenses. Advanced grammatical concepts are introduced which allow these students to discuss, and to read and write about hypothetical situations, or instances where the outcome of an event or course of action is uncertain. Students study Hispanic culture through movies and books presented in Spanish. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations. Spanish IV Honors Spanish: Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish III Spanish IV is conversation-oriented classes designed to help students who have mastered Spanish grammar become verbally proficient in the language. In this class, students converse entirely in Spanish about a variety of topics using past, present, and future verbs tenses. Students use advanced grammatical concepts to discuss and read and write about hypothetical situations, or instances where the outcome of an event or course of action is uncertain. Topics of discussion may include books, movies, daily news events or daily events in the lives of the students themselves. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations.
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BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION As technology erupts and changes, students are given every opportunity to grasp the knowledge needed to succeed in today’s business and technological world. Students will focus on today’s learning and create a desire to continue to learn and keep up with this ever-changing process. All students will have a Google Apps for Education account, where each will file their work in a Google Drive folder, create a blog and an ePortfolio. For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Non-Content level courses will be offered everyday for either the fall or spring semester. Some courses are offered in other scheduling layouts and will be indicated. Digital Literacy Digital Literacy is a required one- credit course for all freshmen at Penquis Valley. This course is divided into four units: Keyboarding and Computer Essentials using PC’s, laptops and tablets, Social Networking and ePortfolios, Word Processing, Spreadsheets and Presentations. Tools learned will carry life-long lessons for each student by preparing them for future success in the work field, college and the community. Keyboarding and Computer Essentials will focus on students keyboarding efficiently, saving and retrieving documents in many formats and using multiple platforms, as well as uploading, downloading, and printing documents effectively. Social Networking and ePortfolios - students learn they can converse and share ideas and opinions with others in cyberspace. They adopt a critical thinking process that empowers them to protect themselves and their families and they visit sites requesting private identity information. Students explore the consequences of unintended audiences viewing their social network profiles. An ePortfolio is a learner-driven collection of digital objects demonstrating experiences, achievements and evidence of learning. EPortfolios provide learners with a structured way of recording their learning experiences and work history. Students will create their ePortfolio as the beginning of their Penquis Exit Project. The student will continue to add files, photos, etc. to their ePortfolio, meeting their graduation requirement. Word Processing will encompass formatting and production of professional documents: personal business and business letters, reports in MLA and APA formats, memos and inserting tables. The unit on Spreadsheets will have students creating workbooks that can help in many aspects of their life through creation of schedules, data collections and charts, and budgeting. Presentations will be created using a variety of software and applications. Students will develop eye appealing and informative presentations using animation, music, photos, text and notes. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. Digital Media I This is a prerequisite for Digital Media II Students learn many tools of the Adobe Creative Suite - InDesign and Photoshop will be the focus, with a sampling of Flash and Dreamweaver. Students will also extend their knowledge of iMovie, Live Adobe Premier and Audacity. InDesign will teach students how to combine text, graphics, and color in almost any combination possible to create whatever their imagination allows. In addition to learning the basics, students will learn how to create multi-page documents, layered documents and tables. Photoshop delivers powerful, industry-standard image-editing tools for professional designers who want to produce sophisticated graphics for the Web and for print. Students will learn how professional photographers edit photos for print as well as mastering the tools utilized in these programs. Students will also create documents for the school and outside community as a learning process. Topics for Digital Media are organized to give students an opportunity to build an understanding of multimedia concepts and present opportunities to apply knowledge and skills. Independent and collaborative exercises promote an interactive learning environment within a project19



based framework. Students will create short, films, podcasts, and commercials, and edit sounds for use in their media projects. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 1 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. Advanced Digital Media Students will extend their knowledge of InDesign and PhotoShop CS4 to create the high school’s yearbook. Students will also learn how to integrate Jostens’s Year Tech online software to complete quality pages. Organizational skills are a must and students will become familiar with multitasking as well as meeting critical yearbook deadlines. Developing customer satisfaction skills, running a profitable advertising campaign, and editing lots and lots of photos are important elements to creating a successful Constitution. Knowledge of PhotoShop is a must. Students will be responsible for academic banquet programs, graduation programs and tickets, as well as a senior video. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Accounting I Have you ever thought about owning your own business: This class is for you! Students will stimulate an active interest in accounting while training for a vocation or profession, develop an understanding of the functions of accounting in business, cultivate efficiency by intelligent use of business services and a knowledge of business affairs; gain an elementary background knowledge for the preparation and interpretation of financial records and reports; aid students in acquiring a thorough understanding of the accounting cycle; and improve students; ability to keep personal and family records and to give them a sufficient degree of skill in keeping books and records for a small business. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 2 for academic expectations. Accounting II Accounting II covers Cycle 3, Accounting for a Merchandising Business Organized as a Corporation. As in Cycles 1 and 2, students will be analyzing transactions, journalizing, posting, petty cash, financial statements, and adjusting and closing entries. This merchandising business, Winning Edge, Inc., sells sports equipment to school districts, colleges, and businesses and is organized as a corporation. Special journals are introduced in this cycle. This earlier focus on special journals mirrors college accounting and automated accounting approaches. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 2 for academic expectations. Computer Coding Computer Coding is designed to introduce students to the field of programming and game development through exploring engaging and accessible topics. The goal of Computer Coding is to develop, in students, the computational practices of algorithm development, problem solving and programming within the context of problems that are relevant to the lives of today’s students. Game, apps, and web development will be explored along with Scratch, Python, and Java. Get ready for some fun!! (1 credit) If enough interest, this course could be extended to a full year for 1 credit. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1 and 3 for academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. 20



PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Non-Content level courses will be offered everyday for either the fall or spring semester. Some courses are offered in other scheduling layouts and will be indicated. Physical Education: Prerequisite: Health Education One credit of Physical Education is required for graduation. It is usually taken during the student’s 10th grade year. The physical education program is organized around 12 units per year, which includes a variety of team sports, individual sports, and cooperative games. All courses are offered as co-educational units. There will be 18 quizzes with a mid-term and final exam. The following are required for class; sneakers, t-shirt, and/or shorts/gym pants. Students are required to change at the beginning and end of class. Grading in Physical Education is based on quizzes and participation. Upon completion of the Physical Education class students will be able to demonstrate a better understanding of personal health habits through daily exercise, which leads to better overall wellbeing. This class is offered everyday for a semester. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 2, 3 and 4 of the academic expectations. Physical Education II: Prerequisites: Physical Education & Health Education, also INSTRUCTOR’S PERMISSION is needed before signing up for this class. Students may earn another credit by taking Physical Education II as an elective. Students must be in 11th or 12th grade before taking this class. The class will be organized around 12 units per year, which includes a variety of team sports, individual sports, and cooperative games. All courses are offered as co-educational units. The following are required for class; sneakers, t-shirt, and/or shorts/gym pants. Students are required to change at the beginning and end of class. Grading in Physical Education II is based on participation only. Upon completion of the Physical Education II class students will be able to demonstrate a better understanding of personal health habits through daily exercise, which leads to better overall wellbeing. This class is offered everyday for a semester. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 2, 3 and 4 of the academic expectations. Personal Fitness: Prerequisite: Physical Education & Health Education, also instructor’s permission is needed before signing up for this class. Students may earn an elective credit by taking Personal Fitness. Students must be in 11th or 12th grade before taking this class. The class will consist of students setting personal fitness goals and keeping a journal to track their progress. Students will learn different lifting techniques and proper spotting procedures when someone is lifting. Students will also learn to operate various exercise machines. The course will be offered as a coeducational unit. The following are required for class; sneakers, t-shirt, and/or shorts/gym pants. Students are required to change at the beginning and end of class. Grading will be based on daily participation and student journals. Upon completion of this class students will be able to demonstrate proper lifting techniques, proper weight room safety, and have an understanding of how to set up a workout program. This is an every other day class all year long. Maximum of 7 students per class. This class is offered everyday for a semester. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 2, 3 and 4 of the academic expectations. 21



Health: (grade 9) (This is a required class) Health Education is a comprehension of specific health issues and trends in health and wellness for overall well being. Topics that will be discussed include personal health and wellness, non-communicable and communicable diseases, nutrition, mental and emotional health, tobacco-prevention, alcohol and drug prevention, body systems, human development, abstinences, and family health. Health education class incorporates a variety of research and technology outlets to develop better perspective on individual and global issues. This course provides students with the knowledge and skills of health and wellness core concepts, analyzing influences, accessing information, interpersonal communication, decision-making, goal-setting, health-enhancing behaviors, and health and wellness advocacy skills. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the academic expectations. Honors Health: (grade 9) (Placement to be determined by teacher and guidance based on academic ability) Honor’s Health will be a project based health education class. Students need to be self-motivated learners. This class will be comprehensive and global. Topics that will be discussed will cover all aspects of health education including personal health, diseases, nutrition, alcohol, drug, and tobacco prevention, human development, sexual education, bullying and healthy relationships. Students in honors health will be encouraged to compare cultures and countries around the world to develop a better understanding of health in a global view. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the academic expectations. NEW COURSE Outdoor Education Prerequisites: Physical Education and Health Education Students can earn a credit by taking Outdoor Education as an elective. Students must be in 11th or 12th grade to take this course. Outdoor education is designed to give students lifelong skills to being active outdoors. The class will consist of orienteering, hiking, cooperative games, mountain biking, snowshoeing, rock wall climbing, cross country skiing, and outdoor first aid. Students will be required to bring proper outdoor clothing for class. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, and 5 of the academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 6 and 7 for civic and social expectations.
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FINE ARTS For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Non-Content level courses will be offered everyday for either the fall or spring semester. Some courses are offered in other scheduling layouts and will be indicated.



Concert Band: Prerequisite: Prior experience on a musical instrument, or instructor’s permission Concert Band is a performance ensemble where students will continue their training on a musical instrument. The focus of Concert Band will be to enhance a student’s musical knowledge, technical skill on an instrument, musicianship, ability to read and understand written music, and the ability to collaborate with peers to create music, and an enjoyment for music that comes only from creating it. Students in Concert Band will work toward a number of required performances, which include: Winter Concert, Spring Concert, Memorial Day Parade, and Graduation, as well as a number of basketball games, pep rallies, and assemblies. Students will also have the opportunity to participate in other events, such as recitals; district 5 honors festivals, and All-State festivals. Concert Band may be taken multiple times for credit. Students are encouraged to take band all 4 years. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 of the academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. Pep Band: Prerequisite: Prior experience on a musical instrument, or instructor’s permission Co-requisite: Enrollment in Concert Band All students in Concert Band participate in pep band and are required to perform at a number of basketball games. Students who demonstrate a thorough preparation of the music and perform at 15 or more games are eligible to receive this half credit. (1/2 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, and 5 of the academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations. Art FoundationsOne Semester (Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) This introductory level art course introduces students to the Elements of Art, and Principles of Design while developing skills in both 2-D and 3-D art. Studio experiences in the classroom will give students opportunities to build skills in a variety of media, including drawing, painting, printmaking and ceramics. Art from many time periods and cultures around the world will be studied. Students will visually communicate ideas and build creative problem solving skills through the process of making art, and reflect through reading and writing. Artworks will be created for display inside the school and community. All work is kept in both a physical portfolio and digital portfolio.
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Advanced Drawing and PaintingPrerequisite: Art Foundations One Semester (Grades 10, 11, 12) In this course, we will further explore composition, color theory, and work to hone your technical skills. Time will be spent exploring drawing, illustration, painting, and printmaking. You will be creating original works of art to cover a variety of topics and themes, we will utilize various drawing and painting mediums such as: graphite, charcoal, pen and ink, oil and chalk pastel, watercolor, acrylic painting and mixed media. We will also be analyzing, and discussing many genres of art, past and present, from cultures all over the world. Students will demonstrate progress over time by developing a body of work and organizing both a physical and digital portfolio. Ceramics 1One Semester (Grades 9 – 12) Limited to 15 students In this class students will become familiar with ceramic hand building techniques, explore a variety of surface decoration and glazing techniques, and will have the opportunity to work with some wheel thrown forms. Students will analyze, and discuss personal work as well as the work of others; we will also study ceramic art forms, past and present, from cultures all over the world. Throughout this coursework, students will be required to photograph their work and develop a digital portfolio. Photography: One Semester (Grades 9 – 12) Limited to 10 students In this one-semester course students will learn about both manual and digital photography. This will include darkroom basics, building and using a pinhole camera, and learning to develop black and white film. Students will also become familiar with using a digital camera with manual focus and settings and various methods in editing photographs. In learning how to take better photographs, you will gain an understanding of a brief history as well as aesthetics and criticism.
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Other Electives: For the 2016 – 2017 school year – Non-Content level courses will be offered everyday for either the fall or spring semester. Some courses are offered in other scheduling layouts and will be indicated.



Creative Writing: This course offers instruction and guidance in several forms of creative writing, including fiction prose, essay, and poetry. Modes of presentation will be traditional print, as well as digital and visual. Works of other writers will be explored and emulated, and workshop time will be provided for individual experimentation and innovation. Class time will include daily writing prompts and activities, as well as long term assignments and projects. This class counts as one Fine Arts credit. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 for academic expectations. Drama: (grades 9 – 12) Drama provides students with the knowledge, skills, and experience needed in order to become confident, competent, artistic 21st Century citizens. Students will initially participate in foundational acting exercises such as warm ups, pantomimes, and improvisations, while developing their exploration of the elements of theatre and stage by identifying and analyzing various works of drama ranging from Medieval Theatre to 20th Century Theatre. Additionally, students will define and apply theatre terminology as it aligns to the play production process. Using this as a platform, students will then develop their skill sets needed to view, perform, and produce various plays. Students’ final project will require them to act in and assist with a full length play production, which will occur in the spring of 2016. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, and 5 of the academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 civic and social expectations. Student Library Worker: (Grades 11 – 12) Students who work in the library may receive ½ credit for each full semester or may work as volunteers. The course outline for credit includes job responsibilities, information literacy understanding, public relations requirement, use of new technologies and required assessment, as noted below. Juniors and Seniors may sign up to work in place of one study hall. Juniors and Seniors may not use their regularly assigned time as community service. Each class period is limited to two students, unless Library Media Specialist approves more. Students “apply” to work, with a job application, and are hired by Library Media Specialist before adding the class. Students will: • Learn to use the library for their educational needs and/or possible careers in Information Technology. • Teach others how to use the library: “If you teach it, you learn it better.” • Serve as an example for other students, both in the use of the library and in providing service in the school. • Fill the obvious need for accomplishing multiple tasks to keep the library organized and effectively working. • Learn to use the library software to locate titles, check books in and out, and note overdue books. 25
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Assist in incorporating new titles into the library, including stamping books and putting on protective covers. Assist in the running of the MakerSpace, monitoring its use, helping to schedule use, and other tasks, as they become apparent. Learn to work on the library website to add information or improve graphics, as their interest and ability dictates. Be graded on Supervisor observation of dedication to the work and the effectiveness of their products— book reviews, posters, etc.



The following seven jobs are examples of student work for this class: 1. Learning how to use the copier and effectively aid students and staff in its use 2. Attending weekly student library worker staff meetings, which include discussions about the needs of the library and how to best meet these needs 3. Writing book recommendations that are shared on the library web site in the Great Reads section 4. Producing and distributing posters for encouraging reading and/or library events 5. Advertising seasonal events 6. Discovering and collecting resources for a wide variety of classroom needs and grade levels, as teachers and students make subject requests, and 7. Exploring banned book lists, discussing why titles are on the censored list and producing a banned book display. (1/2 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 for civic and social expectations.



Chorus: WILL NOW BE OFFERED AS AN AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITY FOR HS STUDENTS Prerequisite: Prior experience singing in a group, or instructor’s permission Chorus is a performance ensemble where students will continue their vocal training. The focus of Chorus will be to enhance a student’s musical knowledge, vocal skills, musicianship, ability to read and understand written music, and the ability to collaborate with others in the joy of creating music. The musical literature that will be explored in this group will be selected based on what musical information, techniques, and historical perspective can be learned through its performance. Students in Chorus will work toward a number of required performances, which include the Winter Concert and the Spring Concert. Students will also have the opportunity to participate in other events, such as recitals, district 5 honors festivals, and All-State festivals. Chorus may be taken multiple times for credit. Students are encouraged to take Chorus all 4 years. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, and 5 of the academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statement 6 civic and social expectations. All Visual art courses incorporate PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, and 5 of the academic expectations and PVHS Mission Statement 6 civic and social expectations.
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JOBS FOR MAINE GRADUATES Jobs for Maine’s Graduates is modeled after American’s largest and most significant school-to-career organization, Jobs for American’s Graduates (JAG). Established in 1993 by the Maine Legislature, JMG is an independent, statewide 501 (c) 3 corporation with a mandate to provide Maine youth facing challenges to education with a comprehensive dropout prevention and school-to-career transition system. JMG has met this challenge by designing and implementing several program models that create school-to-life pathways starting in the seventh grade and ending in successful post-graduate transitions. All programs are offered in a year long, one-credit course, often in conjunction with the business or vocational education departments of the host school. A full time specialist is trained, supported and equipped by JMG and, as a guest of the host school, teaches the model curricula to approximately 45 students grades 9-12, much of which is accomplished through applied learning activities. Curriculum includes oral and written communications, time management, personal finance, team building, good work habits, community service, and academic support. All students must meet with the Specialist in advance to determine if the student is a suitable fit for the program. (1 credit) Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the academic expectations. Incorporates PVHS Mission Statements 6 and 7 for civic and social expectations.



OTHER COURSE OPPORTUNITIES Academ-e Program: Penquis Valley School offers early college opportunities through the University of Maine’s Academ-e Program. Academ-e offers some University of Maine courses to qualified high school juniors and seniors. These courses are offered in an asynchronous on-line environment allowing students to access them at both school and at home. Students receive dual credit, which is reflected on both their high school and University of Maine transcripts. Coursework will follow the University of Maine Academic Calendar, which does not align all holidays and vacations with the Penquis Valley School Calendar. Students may be eligible for nomination if they meet the following requirements: ü A grade point average (GPA) of a “B” or better. ü An academic record that indicates readiness for college courses. ü Access to high speed internet both at home and at school Aspirations Program: Penquis Valley School also allows qualified students to seek early college opportunities through the Aspirations Program at the University of Maine. Students must be a full-time high school junior or senior, have permission from the high school, have parental consent to register for coursework, have a “B” or better academic average, and meet the academic course pre-requisites. Students must complete an Aspirations Application, provide a high school transcript, and also provide a Guidance Counselor/Principal letter of recommendation. PLATO: PLATO courses in English and Math may be used as part of the regular course of study in special education classes at Penquis Valley School. It may also be used for credit recovery with approval of Administration. Coursework includes a variety of courses in English and Math, which are designed as regular education courses. They can be modified as needed to meet the student’s needs. Additional credit recovery in other subjects will be handled on an individual basis.
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AP4ALL: AP4ALL is offered by the Maine Department of Education and provides online Advanced Placement courses free of charge to any student residing in a Maine school administrative unit who is educated at the public expense. By offering AP courses online at no charge, AP4ALL provides equity of access to rigorous and challenging coursework for all Maine public high school students regardless of where they live and the limits of resources available in their local school. AP4ALL students are taught by Maine certified teachers who receive extensive training not only in their specific AP content area, but also in the pedagogy of effective online teaching. Teachers are provided with significant support in the areas of integrating technology, effective online communication, and all aspects of teaching and learning related to an online course. AP4ALL courses are yearlong online courses that run from early September through one week after the scheduled date of the AP Exam for the course. AP4ALL courses follow the same calendar, regardless of a student's own school calendar, and they satisfy all College Board Advanced Placement requirements.
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NEW – IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A TCTC PROGRAM, PENQUIS STUDENTS MUST BE IN GOOD ACADEMIC, ATTENDANCE, AND BEHAVIORAL STANDING AT PENQUIS. Many programs at TCTC have limited space available, with this in mind; students who are representing the higher-grade level and are in good academic and behavioral standing will get president over those program spots Tri-County Technical Center is a regional high school program providing occupational preparation courses. Participants attend classes at the Center and their high school on an every other day basis. Students are bussed to and from the Center by the school district. All students attending the Center complete an Employment Portfolio. Students earn three credits for each year of participation. All students have the opportunity to participate in SkillsUSA. Commercial Truck Driving students participate in a Maine State Vocational Truck Driving Competition. Applications to programs offered at the Tri-County Technical Center are made through high school guidance services. AUTOM OTIVE TECHNOLOGY



The Automotive Technology Program is a NATEF Certified program that provides all high school junior and senior students the opportunity to start a very rewarding and demanding career in the automotive industry. Our program is designed to be the first step in making this a realistic goal for all highly motivated students that complete the two-year program. All incoming students are required to complete a program visitation for one complete school day prior to enrollment. The two year program is divided into first year: Automotive Technology I which meets on T-1 student days and second year: Automotive Technology II which meets on T-2 student days. Automotive Technology I is a prerequisite for Automotive Technology II. All second year students must successfully complete the Automotive Technology I program before they can attend the Automotive Technology II program. Instructor permission is also required. Some first year students may be allowed to attend Automotive Technology II following a successful interview with the instructor if they meet Automotive Technology I standards through prior work experience. All students will complete a rigorous safety-training program including the online Safety and Pollution program. With ever changing technology in this field, the employment opportunities continue to grow. Our program covers the following eight areas required by ASE: Steering and Suspension Systems, Braking Systems, Electrical, Heating/Air Conditioning, Drive trains, Automatic and Manual transmissions, and Engine Performance. Working with our ASE Master Technician Instructor, students will learn all of the entry-level skills needed to start a career in the automotive field. Students spend one-third of the time in a classroom setting learning the fundamentals of automotive technology, diagnosis and repair, and developing a job skill portfolio. The remainder of class time is used to complete real work projects by servicing and repairing both manufacturers donated and customers’ vehicles. Students use the latest automotive computer diagnostic tools and computerized automotive information systems to assist in these repairs. Many students continue their education in related fields, at technical colleges, or other automotive training facilities.
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The mission of the Automotive Technology program is to provide educational opportunities to individuals that will enable them to obtain the knowledge skills and attitudes necessary to succeed in the field of automotive technology. Outcomes: NATEF Diploma, Safety and Pollution Certification, Maine State Inspection License BUILDING TRADES



The Building Trades Program instructs students in the skills associated with residential house construction. Students are involved in a variety of building projects within the community that provide hands-on experience at a job site. Building Trades students learn accepted practices for the use of hand and power tools with an emphasis on safety. Students have the opportunity to learn basic building techniques involved in house construction, as well as develop their employability skills. Students who meet the requirements of the NCCER (National Center for Construction Education and Research) will earn certification and be registered on a National Registration Database that is recognized by many construction companies in the United States. Students may also earn OSHA 10 and 30 hour construction safety cards. Successful completion of the program provides students with entry-level skills and a strong base for further training in the field of Building Trades. Outcomes: Competency Certificate, Skill Profile, NCCER National Registry Certification, and OSHA 10 and\or 30 Hour Safety Cards. COM M ERCIAL TRUCK DRIVING



The Commercial Truck Driving Program qualifies students to be tested by the State of Maine Department of Motor Vehicles for a Commercial Tractor-Trailer Driver’s License (CDL Class A). Instruction is based on state laws, industry regulations, and equipment maintenance required for licensing. The Maine Commercial Truck Drivers Manual and the Professional Truck Driving Institute of America Handbook/Workbook are used as the texts for the course. State standards for classroom and driving instruction are adhered to during the course. The Commercial Truck Driving student is required by the state of Maine to receive a specific number of training hours as follows: 78 classroom hours; 26 lab hours; and 44 behind the wheel hours. Should a student have frequent absences (example: more than 3 days) then the student will be unable to complete the course requirements of this program. It is expected that the student enrolled in the Commercial Truck Driving Program will maintain his/her driver's license in good standing with the State of Maine. In the event that the C.T.D. student is convicted of a moving violation and his/her driver's license is suspended, according to the State of Maine Bureau of Motor Vehicle; Chapter 9 Driver's Education Rules, the only time that can be recorded on the student’s driving log during the suspension period is classroom and lab hours. This situation puts the student’s required hours in jeopardy. Students spend a good part of instructional time driving tractor-trailer rigs in skills practice and over the road experience. Students who successfully complete the program will possess entry-level skills required by the trucking industry and are able to use the school’s truck and trailer to test for licensing. The employment success rate for students completing the course is very high. Students must have a valid Maine Driver’s License and must be seventeen years of age. Outcomes: Competency Certificate, Skill Profile, Maine Commercial Drivers License (CDL) Class A with endorsements COM PUTER SYSTEM S REPAIR



This program is designed to provide students with the skills to repair, maintain, design, and set up computer and basic home/small office network systems. The skills taught include diagnosing and upgrading personal computers, printers and other system components. Computer and electronics fundamentals will be taught 30



during the course. Students completing this course will be prepared to test for certification in the A+ classification. Independent study in other certifications will be allowed with the permission of the instructor. In addition to preparation for certification, students will be expected to use a variety of literacy tools and strategies to help them understand the technical world and apply their learning. Applications and extensions of learning branch out into customer projects for staff and community members and a video game programming curriculum to add creativity to this technical subject. Students can expect to interact and help staff and fellow students with computer needs and training. Students will receive two weeks of algebra training in class to prepare them for the Accuplacer test and they will also learn computer mathematics (binary and hexadecimal). Students will take the NOCTI exam and a preand post-test to ensure preparedness and act as a part of the decision process to take the CompTia exams. For best results, it is STRONGLY recommended that students have a computer they can use outside of TCTC and in Internet connection so that they can do the outside work that is expected of them. Expectations of potential students: Students will be expected to take the CompTia exam in A+, 701, & 702 (or the most current test). Students must have grade level reading skills Students must have grade level math skills Students are expected to do all work assigned in class and as homework Students with frequent absences (more than 3 the first quarter) will be removed from class if makeup work is not done in a timely fashion Students must be able to operate independently during lab times to engage themselves in their studies and related activities Outcomes: Competency Certificate, Skill Profile, NOCTI Competency Exam, A+ Certification, Network+ Certification (second year independent study students) CRIMINAL JUSTICE The Criminal Justice Program prepares students for an exciting and challenging career in the field of Law Enforcement, Criminal Investigations, and/or Forensic Science. Students in the Criminal Justice Program will get a broad overview of the criminal justice system. It will provide competency-based instruction in crime scene investigations; professional ethics, evidence handling, fingerprinting, case preparation, constitutional rights, court systems, emergency vehicle operation, and police combat shooting. Students are expected to follow law enforcement unit procedures, wear a BDU (Battle Dress Uniform), and complete physical training. Parts of the physical training and curriculum are based on the Maine Criminal Justice Academy requirements. Many units are supported with federal, state and local law enforcement personnel. The course is recommended for students interested in pursuing careers in Criminal Justice, Law Enforcement, or the Military. Outcomes: Competency Certificate, Skill Profile, and NOCTI Written Competency Exam Certificate CULINARY ARTS The Culinary Arts Program prepares students for work in the food service/hospitality industry. Students apply skills by operating a full service restaurant, a bakery, and a part-time catering service. The students learn how to carve pumpkins, make gingerbread houses, and prepare edible art with fruits and vegetables. Food preparation, presentation, and food service management skills are taught. Students learn to work in a teamwork atmosphere. They learn how to organize their work area and develop a clean-as-you-go approach to assigned tasks in the Culinary Arts kitchen. Students explore and are encouraged to pursue post secondary education and work placement in the Culinary Arts and Hotel/Restaurant Management fields. 31



Outcomes: Competency Certificate, Skill Profile, and National Sanitation Serve Safe Certification, NOCTI Written Competency Exam Certificate



GRAPHIC DESIGN & COMMUNICATIONS The Graphic Design & Communications program provides self-paced instruction and practice in the field of graphic arts. Students learn digital imaging concepts and skills in a modern graphic arts lab while gaining valuable workplace skills such as dependability, resourcefulness, initiative, diligence, and interpersonal skills. Students will gain experience in the following areas using the professional-level software packages of Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, and Adobe InDesign, working with selections, using layers, creating masks and channels, creating animations, retouching and repairing images, and painting and editing. Students will also design the following: flyers, advertisements, logos, newsletters, calendars and magazine covers. Students will have the opportunity to apply those skills on “real” customer projects. Jobs may include business cards, photo IDs, brochures, flyers, and invitations. Students will scan basic art on a digital scanner and enhance it in an illustration program like Adobe Illustrator. Students have access to state-ofthe-art equipment including digital cameras, scanners, high-speed printers, digital drawing tablets, highpowered light tables, and professional laminators. Outcomes: Competency Certificate, Skill Profile, Adobe Certified Associate Certification, and three college credits in Photoshop I. HEALTH OCCUPATIONS Health Occupations is designed to be a career awareness course with skills learned for diverse medical jobs. Units of instruction include health career search, health and disease, anatomy and physiology, medical terminology, human growth and development, communication, health care responsibilities, and job seeking skills. Dexter Health Care, Hibbard Nursing Home, Mayo Regional Hospital, and Sebasticook Valley Health provide sites for clinical experience. Students choose one of several health careers that they are interested in for clinical rotation and then are placed on the job with a professional from that career area. Examples of clinical sites would be nurse assisting, physical therapy assisting, dental hygiene assisting, occupational therapy, and many more. During clinical rotations, students apply skills learned in the classroom at local health care facilities. Students wishing to obtain state certification as a nurse assistant (CNA) or personal support specialist (PSS) may do so through this program. This program also offers certification in Basic Life Support including Automated External Defibrillator (AED) use and First Aid for Healthcare Professionals. For those students who are college bound, we also offer a college course in Medical Terminology in which students can earn three college credits upon completion of the curriculum provided by Central Maine Community College. Students can also compete in SkillsUSA and put their skills to the test at the local, state, and national levels. Outcomes: Competency Certificate, Skill Profile, Certified Nurse Assisting (CNA), Personal Support Specialist (PSS), Certification in BLS and First Aid for Healthcare Providers, and three college credits in Medical Terminology.
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METALS MANUFACTURING The Metals Manufacturing Program prepares students for employment or post secondary education in metals production occupations. Through application of metal working skills, students learn the manufacturing process. Production work in the program is designed to teach skills in teamwork, problem solving, and human relations. Activities include: blueprint reading, Computer Assisted Drawing (CAD), precision layout and measurement, and the introduction and safe operation of various metal working equipment including grinders, band saws, drill presses, lathes, conventional and Computer Numerical Control (CNC) mills. There is also some basic welding and cutting operations performed. Outcomes: Competency Certificate, Skill Profile, NOCTI Written Competency Exam Certificate, and two college credits in Introduction to Lathes. STUDENT SERVICES The Student Services Program at Tri-County Technical Center is administered by the Student Services Coordinator and provides comprehensive school based counseling services to T.C.T.C. students, their families and staff. Services include, but are not limited to, career and educational planning, crisis intervention, short term mental health counseling and intake and referral to address any social, mental health or environmental issues which may prevent individual growth or reduce the overall functioning of individuals in the school environment. The primary responsibility of the Student Services Program is the facilitation of individual growth and development, which will ideally lead to increased aspirations and educational and career attainment.



POST SECONDARY OPPORTUNITIES Several Tri-County Technical Center Programs have direct connections with related programs at Maine Community Colleges. These are called articulation/dual enrollment agreements, and colleges’ award credit for Community College Programs based upon competencies learned at Tri-County Technical Center. Tri-County Technical Center Articulation Agreements: Central Maine Community College with Automotive Technology, Culinary Arts, and Metals Manufacturing Husson College with Criminal Justice New England School of Communications with Graphic Design and Communications Southern Maine Community College with Automotive Technology, Building Trades, Computer Systems Repair, Criminal Justice, Graphic Design and Communications, Health Occupations, and Metals Manufacturing University of Northwestern Ohio with Automotive Technology Beal College with Criminal Justice and Health Occupations New England School of Communications with Graphic Design and Communications Tri-County Technical Center Dual Enrollment Agreements: 33



Central Maine Community College with Automotive Technology, Computer Repair, Criminal Justice, Graphic Design and Communications, Health Occupations, and Metals Manufacturing Southern Maine Community College with Automotive Technology, and Metals Manufacturing Tri-County Technical Center Enhanced Dual Enrollment Agreements: Central Maine Community College, Eastern Maine Community College, Southern Maine Community College, Washington Community College, and York County Community College with Culinary Arts Programs of Study (all sending high schools included) Southern Maine Community College with Automotive Technology and Computer Systems Repair Central Maine Community College with Health Occupations and Metals Manufacturing
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