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FIRST QUARTER 2015 PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP UNITS CONSULTATIVE FORUM (3PUCF) HOLDS IN ABUJA The First Quarter 2015, 3PUCF held on 5th March 2015 at the Boardroom of the Nigerian Shippers Council, Abuja. It had in attendance, over forty Heads of Public Private Partnership Units across several Ministries, Departments and Agencies and the private sector.



A cross section of participants at the meeting



In his goodwill message, Executive Secretary of the Nigerian Shippers Council, Hassan Bello, while pledging the continued commitment and support of the agency, enjoined participants to ensure that the objectives of the forum is sustained. Mr. Nurudeen Lawal, from the National Planning Commission opened the session with a presentation on the thrust of the National Integrated Infrastructure Master Plan (NIIMP) as recently adopted by the Federal Executive Council and the role of the various MDA’s in its successful implementation. According to him, huge opportunities exist in the housing sector as supply gaps remain to be filled. In his presentation, the Principal Private Sector Specialist of the African Development Bank (AfDB)’s Nigerian country office, Mr. Emmanuel Akinwunmi enumerated the opportunities available to the public and private sectors both in terms of funding for project structuring and execution and capacity building. He explained the rationale for the establishment of Regional PPP Hubs and the recruitment of consultants to include stimulating more private sector led interventions in infrastructure across Africa. In his words, ‘‘the challenge in accessing project



finance in the country is usually as a result of shortage of integrity and ideas rather than lack of money’’.



L-R: Mr. Emmanuel Onwodi, Deputy Director Special Projects, ICRC; Dr. Essien Akparawa, PPP Desk Officer, Ministry of Finance; Engr. Hassan Bello, Executive Secretary, Nigerian Shippers Council.



Representative of the Nigerian Investment Promotion Council, Abubakar Yarima, in his contribution, identified bottlenecks to Foreign Direct Investment particularly legislation, which impedes investment in several sectors, particularly the rail and power sectors. He canvassed for a review of existing laws in these sectors.
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