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Quest K-8 A Weld Re-8 Public School



2016-2017 Parent and Student Handbook



Weld County School District Re-8 will provide challenging opportunities for college and career readiness in a safe and secure environment, where students love to learn and people love to work.



Nondiscrimination/Equal Opportunity Statement - In compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008, Colorado law and Board of Education Policy AC ( Nondiscrimination/Equal Opportunity ) , Weld County School District Re-8 does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, national origin, religion, ancestry, need for special education services, age, marital status, genetic information, or physical characteristics in admissions, access to, treatment, or employment in educational programs or activities which it operates. Complaint procedures have been established for students, parents, employees and members of the public. The following person has been identified as the compliance officer for the district: Superintendent, Weld County School District Re-8: 301 Reynolds Street, Fort Lupton, CO 80621, 303.857.3200, [email protected] A Community United for Student Success…College Ready
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G E N E R A L S C H O O L I N F O R M AT I O N



Quest K-8 3100 Sweetgrass Parkway Dacono, C0 80514 303-857-3380 Attendance Line 303-857-3380 http://quest.weld8.org Questacademyatdacono School Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 2:55 p.m. Office Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.



Devoted to High Expectations and Excellence Principal: Julie Garcia Lead Secretary/Registrar: Suzanne Boscia 303-857-3387 Preschool Director: District Nurse: Paula Samide 303-857-7276 Food Services: 303-857-3216 Kitchen Manager: Patty Eagan 303-857-7335 Transportation: 303-857-7370



A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



D I S T R I C T A D M I N I S T R AT O R S A N D D I R E C T O R S 



Superintendent, Alan Kaylor







Assistant Superintendent, BJ Buchmann







Executive Director of Student Achievement, Gayle Dunlap







Executive Director of Academic Support Services, Scott Graham







Office Manager/Executive Secretary for BOE and Superintendent, Wendy Sarazen-Faulhaber







Business Manager, Brenda Johnson







Director of Exceptional Student Services, Arby Burkhardt







Director of Technology, Gerald (Gerry) Smith







Director of Support Services, Richard (Dick) Hawley







Director of Early Childhood Learning,







Director of Food Services, Chris Hinds



WELD RE-8 SCHOOL DISTRICT TELEPHONE NUMBERS Administration 301 Reynolds Street



Main: 303-857-3200



Fax: 303-857-3219



High School 530 Reynolds Street



Main: 303-857-7100



Fax: 303-857-7179



Middle School 201 S. McKinley Avenue



Main: 303-857-7200



Fax: 303-857-7287



Butler Elementary 411 S. McKinley Avenue



Main: 303-857-7300



Fax: 303-857-7340



Twombly Elementary 1600 9th Street



Main: 303-857-7400



Fax: 303-857-7497



Quest K-8 3100 Sweetgrass Parkway Dacono, CO 80514



Main: 303-857-3380



Fax: 303-857-3388



Transportation 616 S. Denver Avenue



Main: 303-857-7370



Fax: 303-857-7178



Public & School Library 425 S. Denver Avenue



Main: 303-857-7180



Fax: 303-857-7190



Food Service Department 616 S. Denver Avenue



Main: 303-857-3216



Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook
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SCHOOL DISTRICT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES In accordance with state law, the Board adopts high but achievable goals and objectives for the continued improvement of education in the district. Through an on-going “strategic planning” process, annually reviewed by the Board of Education, it is the desire of the Board to achieve the Strategic Plan goals and any other goals determined by the Board of Education in the governance and operation of the school system. Expectations: In addition, the school district will have high expectations of instruction, school environment, the professional community, and in its leadership. Instruction:  Structure (clear student goals, strong classroom management)  Individualization (differentiated instruction based on data)  Opportunity to learn (challenging curriculum tied to standards) School Environment:  Orderly climate (clear and enforced rules for student behavior)  Assessment & monitoring (review of performance)  Parent involvement (positive & productive parent relationships)  Academic press for achievement (high expectations for all) Professional Community:  Professional development (improving teacher practices)  Collaboration (sharing teachers’ work and expertise)  Deprivatization of practice (teachers working consistently across the classrooms)  Support for teacher influence (leadership shared with teacher leaders) Leadership:  Shared mission and goals (common vision and clear focus for resources)  Instructional guidance (monitoring teachers to ensure good instruction)  Organizational change (guiding changes to policy and culture)



A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



IC/ICA School Year/School Calendar: In preparing the calendar, the Superintendent shall consult with employees, community members, parents, and with other districts in the area, and shall follow the guidelines as described in regulation IC/ICA-R. State law requires a minimum number of hours of planned pupil-teacher instruction per year, exclusive of lunch, for each level of K-12 education. The specific requirements by level are: secondary, grades 7-12, 1080; elementary, grades 1-6, 990; and kindergarten, 450. Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook
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B A D W E AT H E R C O N S I D E R AT I O N General Procedures and Decision-Making Criteria 



Student safety is the first priority in making decisions regarding school closure. However, parents, students, and employees must realize that we live in Colorado where driving in some snow and bad weather conditions is reasonable and expected, and school cannot be called off whenever there is the slightest amount of snow and/or ice.







Parents have the ultimate responsibility for the safety of their children; therefore, if a parent feels it is too dangerous for his/her child to go to school, even if he/she rides the bus, they may keep them home and the absence will be excused.







Parents, students and employees should always assume that there will be school as scheduled, unless they see an announcement on TV, hear an announcement on radio, or receive a phone call as part of the official phone tree.







Parents, students and employees should not call the schools or offices to see if school will be held since those phone lines will be needed to communicate to employees if a decision has been made to change things.







If the Superintendent is not in the District, the Assistant Superintendent will make decisions on school closure or early dismissal.







If driving conditions are dangerous at the end of a school day, and there has not been an early dismissal, principals may make the decision to allow employees to leave early, after all children are safely departed.







If weather conditions are bad at the end of the school day and are forecast to get worse, principals should consider cancelling after-school activities and practices. Such a decision should be made in consultation with the Assistant Superintendent.



Parents will be notified of cancellations and delay’s by the district auto-dialer, District Webpage at www.weld8.org, Facebook, and on the following local T.V. channels; KWGN Channel 2, KDVR Fox 31, KCNC Channel 4, KMGH Channel 7 and KUSA Channel 9. Policy EBCE, School Closings and Cancellations: The superintendent, or designee, is empowered to close the schools or to dismiss them early in the event of hazardous weather or other emergencies which threaten the safety, health or welfare of students or staff members. It is understood that he/she will take such action only after consultation with appropriate authorities. The superintendent shall consult with other area superintendents, as well as monitor the National Weather Service ( N WS ) forecasts. If the NWS forecast calls for blizzard conditions and/or hazardous driving conditions school shall be cancelled by 5:00 a.m. per Board of Education policy. A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



B O A R D O F E D U C AT I O N I N F O R M AT I O N Board of Education Members (as of June 1st, 2016) District A District B District C District D District E District F District G



Vacant Carol McDermott, President Janice Wilkin, Director Heather Taylor, Secretary Susan K Browne, Director Amy O’brien, Vice President Beth Block, Treasurer



[email protected] [email protected] [email protected] [email protected] ao’[email protected] [email protected]



The Board of Education Executive Secretary, Wendy Sarazen-Faulhaber can be reached MondayFriday in the district office, by phone at 303-857-3203 or via email at [email protected].



Governing Beliefs                   



Achieving excellence is worth the time, effort and sacrifice. High expectations promote improved performance. Achievement improves self-concept. Learning is a life-long process. Learning promotes wise decision making, creativity and responsible risk taking. Education is a shared responsibility among students, parents, school and community. A high level of communication and interaction promotes progress. Every person can and will learn. Every person has an equal right to learn. Every person has worth. Every person has the right to be treated with respect. An educated citizenry is a foundation of democracy. Knowledge has intrinsic worth, and it gains value when shared. Every person has the responsibility to improve both self and society. Honesty, respect and responsibility are basic values reinforced by our district. Physical, mental, social and emotional well-being affect learning. Parent/guardian involvement is vital to promoting quality education. Cultural diversity enriches our community. The primary function of our schools is to provide a strong academic foundation for our students.



Public Comment at Board Meetings—Public Comment Norms        



School Board meetings are not public meetings—they are meetings held in view of the public. Please address the Board. You will have up to 3 minutes to speak, depending on the number of people who sign up. Please do not engage in individual conversation with Board Members or Staff. We encourage comments that will enhance our ability to educate all our children. Please contact the appropriate agencies if you believe any laws have been broken. Please refrain from discussing personnel matters. We ask that you be respectful with your comments. Please refrain from behavior, such as making noises, clapping, etc. that will disrupt the meeting.



Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook
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B O A R D O F E D U C AT I O N M E E T I N G S A N D W O R K S H O P S Board Meeting/Workshop Calendar 2016-2017



Meetings and Workshops will be held in the Boardroom located at 301 Reynolds Street, Fort Lupton The second Monday of the month beginning at 7:00 p.m. will be a Board Workshop located in a Weld Re-8 District School, focused on student achievement and upcoming agenda items details and information. Workshop Dates will be as follows:  August 8th – High School  September 12th – Twombly  October 10th – Quest  November 14th – Butler  December 12th – Middle School  January 9th – Boardroom  February 13th – Twombly  March



13th – Butler



 April 10th – Quest  May 8th – Middle School  June 12th – High School The fourth Monday of the month will be a Board Meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., shall consist of a meeting focused on: Policy and Governance, Business and Operations, Financial Overview, Personnel matters and other matters as deemed appropriate and important by the Board of Education. Meeting Dates will be as follows:  August 22nd  September 26th  October 24th  November 28th  December – No Meeting (Christmas Break)  January 23rd  February 27th  March – No Meeting (Spring Break)  April 24th  May 22nd  June 26th A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



S C H O O L I N F O R M AT I O N A N D D A I LY S C H E D U L E Monday Late Start School begins at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 2:55 p.m. Please Note: Students may not arrive on the playground or in the building before 8:45 a.m. due to no supervision



Tuesday—Friday School begins at 8:00 a.m. and ends at 2:55 p.m. Please Note: Students may not arrive on the playground or in the building before 7:45 a.m. due to no supervision



Office Hours The office is open from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday—Friday The administrator door is almost always open. However, it may save time if you call for an appointment as she may have other appointments, commitments, or be in classrooms. Please call the Lead Secretary for an appointment.



Daily Schedule 7:30 a.m.



Teachers Report



7:45 a.m.



School Doors Open



8:00 a.m.



School Starts (*9:00 a.m. on Monday late start days)



2:55 p.m.



Students Dismissed



Administrators and Teachers individual office hours will be posted on the web site and available in the front office with their contact information.



Student Messages Before your students leaves for school each day, please make sure they are aware of what they are to do after school. If an emergency arises, please contact the school no later than 2:30 p.m. to ensure that the student receives his/her messages.



VOLUNTEERS All school volunteers must complete a Colorado Bureau of Investigation Background check and volunteer paperwork. This process must be completed every year. Please see the office for the proper forms for you to complete. All visitors must sign in and wear a visitor tag. Volunteering is not limited to the school building. If you would like to volunteer, but work, please check with the classroom teacher or office for projects that you could work on from home. Other areas your assistance would be appreciated in are the Library, Art Room, Gym, Music Room, Book Room, PTSA Activities, etc. Remember, you are always welcome in our schools!



VISITORS Per Board Policy KI Visitors to the Schools, all visitors, including parents, must have a photo ID in order to enter any school building during school hours and shall report to the main office area upon arrival. Visitors must sign in and out and receive a badge to wear during their stay at the school. The administration shall have the authority to deny the visitor access to the school or the school site, or the access of the visitor may be restricted in time and place. Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook
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S C H O O L AT T E N D A N C E — A B S E N C E S — TA R D I N E S S The school day officially begins at 8:00 a.m. students should not arrive prior to 7:45 a.m. When possible, they should time their arrival as close as possible to the opening of school. Weld Re-8 follows a strict attendance policy (JH). According to state law, 10 absences in a year or 4 in a month is considered habitually absent. Weld Re-8 District Protocol is as follows:  Days will be monitored bi-weekly.  6 total absences—district letter sent to parents about attendance statues and Colorado law.  10 or more absences—district letter sent, attendance meeting with administration  15 or more absences—2nd letter from the district explaining law, possible fines, jail time, and contact with administration.  20 or more absences—if there has been no contact and/or interventions have not been done, a summons to court will be issued. *Policy JH, Student Absences and Excuses: One criteria of a student ’ s success in school is regular and punctual attendance. Frequent absences may lead to poor academic work, lack of social development and possible academic failure. Regular attendance is of utmost importance for school interest, social adjustment and scholastic achievement. No single factor may interfere with a student ’ s progress more quickly than frequent tardiness or absence. According to state law, it is the obligation of every parent/guardian to ensure that every child under their care and supervision receives adequate education and training and, if of compulsory attendance age, attends school. JLIB Student Dismissal Precautions : A student may not leave the school grounds before the school dismissal time without first obtaining permission from designated school authorities. A principal or his staff shall not permit a student to leave school in the custody of a person other than the student’ s parent or guardian unless that person has the verified authorization of one of the parents or guardians. Any exceptions shall be approved by the principal.



Reporting Absences Please notify the office early on any day that your student is absent. The attendance line number is (303)857-3380. Please plan appointments after school hours or on regularly scheduled days off. It is a distraction to other students when the office has to interrupt class to pull students out. Also, please try and plan family trips/vacations around scheduled time off as defined in the District Calendar.



Tardies Tardy Policy is as follows: A student will be considered tardy if they arrive after 8:05 a.m. All students must be signed in at the office and receive a pass if they are tardy. Per Board Policy JH, three unexcused tardies will count as one absence. EARLY OUT: Also, Per Board Policy JH, students who are checked-out prior to the scheduled dismissal time will be considered tardy. If you sign your child out of school prior to 2:55 p.m., it is considered a tardy. Per District Policy, three tardies equal one absence. All tardies will count against monthly and yearly Perfect Attendance Awards. If students are taken early from a school event, parents need to sign them out in the office. Please note an “early out” will be documented. *Policy JHB, Truancy: If a student is absent without an excuse signed by the parent/guardian or if the student leaves school or a class without permission of the teacher or administrator in charge, the student shall be considered truant. A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



R E G I S T R AT I O N Students new to the district will need to complete a registration packet and provide a birth certificate, immunization records and proof of residency. JEA Compulsory Attendance Age : Every child who has attained the age of seven years and is under the age of 17 is required to attend public school with such exceptions as provided by law. It is the parents ’ responsibility to ensure attendance. JFBA Intra-District Choice/Open Enrollment : The Board of Education endorses the neighborhood school concept and makes many decisions based on student population within the attendance areas of residence. The Board recognizes, however, that resident students may wish to attend a school or participate in a program located in an area other than that of their assigned school.



*Policy JQ, Student Fees / Fines / Charges : Books and locks shall be furnished by the school to students. A yearly non -refundable book depreciation and supplies and materials fee of $10.00 will be assessed all high school students and $5.00 for all middle school students. Any lost books, locks or other materials shall be paid for at the replacement price. Students owing the district money for damaged or lost books, locks or other materials or damage to the building for which they have not paid shall be denied a diploma and will not participate in the commencement ceremony. All fees, fines and charges may be waived for indigent students.



Middle School Fees $20.00 Registration Fee (all students pay this fee – these are fees for consumable supplies and materials for courses) $10.00 Music Fee for Band and Choir $20.00 Athletic Fee per sport (cap of $50.00 per student) $10.00 Reduced Athletic Fee, per sport (cap of $40.00 per student) for students eligible for reduced lunch, no fee for students eligible for free lunch



P R E S C H O O L R E G I S T R AT I O N Registration for the Preschool Program is a 3 step process and begins in March before the year of attendance. Families new to the district must complete all 3 steps in order to successfully enroll your child(ren). Step 1-pick up a registration packet and complete ALL paperwork in the registration packet. Included is an Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) for you to do activities with your child and answer questions about how he or she is developing communication, large and small motor, problem-solving, social, and self-help skills. This will help us to plan activities for your child’s specific needs. Step 2-Attend a scheduled appointment. You will need to bring: Your child, Registration packet with ALL paperwork complete, Copy of your child’s Birth Certificate, Copy of your child’s Immunization Record, Three (3) documents to prove residency (utility bills, lease agreement or if residing with a family member or friend, a letter from owner of residence). Step 3-Your child will be assigned a classroom with a teaching team of 2 teachers after all required enrollment forms are in your child’s file. Please note, a Health Appraisal Form signed by a doctor, and a current immunization record are required before your child may start the first day of preschool on Tuesday, August 23. Preschool is at both schools, Twombly Elementary main line is 303-857-7400 and Butler Elementary is 303-857-7300.



Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook
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S H A R I N G O F S T U D E N T I N F O R M AT I O N Legal Custody The school has no legal authority to determine which parent has access to your child. If you request that your spouse or other person not be allowed access to your child, you must provide the office with a copy of legal custody papers verifying that information. If you have documentation but have not provided it to the school, we are not legally responsible for monitoring. Please ensure that the office always has the most current legal paperwork. KBBA Custodial and Noncustodial Parent Rights and Responsibilities : The school district presumes that the person who enrolls a student in school or who files a choice application is the student's custodial parent. Unless a Colorado court specifies otherwise and a certified copy of the order is submitted to the school, the custodial parent shall be the one whom the school district holds responsible for the education and welfare of the child. If the rights of a non-custodial parent are restricted by a court order, the custodial parent must submit a certified copy of the order to the school. The school district will rely on the most recent judicial order. Unless informed through the submission of such a court order, the school district assumes there are no restrictions regarding a noncustodial parent's rights. *Policy JRA/JRC, Student Records/Release of Information on Students : The administration of the school district shall provide for the orderly and systematic collection, storage, release and disposition of student records. *Policy JRA/JRC-R, Student Records/Release of Information on Students : Notification to parents and students of their rights relative to student records shall be made annually by distribution of a notice in substantially the form set out in Exhibit A. Notification regarding directory information shall also be made annually and may be added to the form set out in Exhibit A. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ( FERPA ) affords parents and students over 18 years of age ( “ e ligible students ” ) c ertain rights with respect to the student’ s educational records. *Policy JRCA Sharing of Student Records/Information between School District and State Agencies : It is the Board of Education's intention to utilize all avenues under state law to facilitate the sharing of relevant student records and information when necessary to protect the safety and welfare of school district staff, visitors, students, and the public and to protect property. The superintendent is directed to develop procedures and a training program for staff consistent with this policy. The procedures shall direct school district personnel to provide and obtain student records and information to/from state agencies, including law enforcement and judicial department agencies, to the extent required or allowed by state and federal law.



S T U D E N T W I T H D R A WA L Policy JEC, Student Withdrawal from School/Dropouts : All students moving to another district must complete a withdrawal form and will need to return any library or classroom books and take care of financial obligations ( l unch money, library fines, etc. ) in order to complete the withdrawal procedure. Records will be released upon completion of withdrawal.



A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



COMMITMENTS TO EXCELLENCE Report Cards / Grading Period Pupils receive report cards at the close of each trimester. In keeping with district goals, there is information about both your child’s academic performance and work habits. Parents are asked to sign the report card envelope and return it to school indicating the report card has been received. Conferences are during the first and second trimesters, and usually occur before report cards come out. You are encouraged to contact your child’s teacher to arrange additional conferences any time you feel a need, or simply to promote better understanding. Progress reports are not mailed, they are posted to the Parent Portal. Report Cards are both mailed and posted to the Parent Portal.



Assessments Policy IKA, Grading/Assessment Systems : The district shall seek, in its instructional program to make achievement both recognizable and possible for students. It shall emphasize achievement in its processes of evaluating student performance. Assessment system - A comprehensive program of assessment shall be developed by the district that adequately measures each student ’ s progress toward and achievement of the district ’ s academic standards. The district ’ s program of student assessment shall:  Challenge students to think critically, apply what they have learned and give them the opportunity to demonstrate their skills and knowledge.  Include “ early warning ” features that allow problems to be addressed promptly to let students, teachers and parents/guardians know that extra effort or other interventions may be necessary.  Provide reliable and valid information on student and school performance to educators, parents/guardians and employers.  Provide timely and useful data for instructional improvement and improved student learning, including feedback useful in determining whether the curriculum is aligned with the district ’ s academic standards. IKE Ensuring All Students Meet Standards : A student may be retained for a second year if he has not reached a standard of achievement which would allow him to progress satisfactorily in the next grade and there is reasonable evidence that repeating the grade would provide the necessary progress. Retention may also be utilized occasionally for a student who is not sufficiently mature socially, emotionally, mentally or physically. The final decision shall be made by the school personnel concerned. When considering retention of a student, the teacher shall confer with the student ’ s parents before the end of the school year. He then may recommend retention when it is clear that the student will profit.



Graduation Requirements See Policy IKF, Graduation Requirements for more detailed information. Higher Education Admission Requirements (HEAR)/ Weld Re-8 Graduation Requirements Content



HEAR



Weld County Re-8



English



4 credits



4 credits



Mathematics



4 credits



3 credits



Science



3 credits



3 credits



Social Sciences



3 credits



3 credits



World Language



1 credit



*2 credits



Electives/Fine/Practical Arts



2 credits



8 credits Total 23 Credits



Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook
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COMMITMENTS TO EXCELLENCE Infinite Campus Parent Portal Instructions Parent Portal is provided to middle school and high school parents to view grades, attendance and progress on assignments. Parents can attain their child’s GUID number from the school to set up an account. Parent Portal can be accessed online from a computer, or by installing the app on a tablet or phone. To obtain Infinite Campus Parent Portal access, contact the school registrar’s office to set up a username and password.



Internet Usage The internet is a valuable tool for students. With appropriate permissions, students will be allowed to use the internet in a supervised setting. All students must adhere to the safety policies and practices in place and submit a signed technology agreement form to the registrar’s office in order to receive internet access at school.



Concurrent Enrollment Concurrent enrollment allows high school students to gain both high school and college credit at the same time. Students participating can gain most, if not all, credits to gain a 2-year degree at the same time they graduate high school. College credits are allowed to be used toward high school graduation. Your high school counselor will assist you in the qualification process and school forms. Each high school institutes criteria allowing a student to be eligible to participate. Students participating in this program agree to attend all classes, meetings and labs required, obtain a “C” grade level or better, display appropriate, respectful behavior, and provide his/her own transportation to campus. *Policy IHCDA, Concurrent Enrollment : The Board believes that students who are capable of and wish to pursue college level work while in high school should be permitted to do so. There are two options in state law available to high school students meeting specified criteria for post-secondary study. Any student participating in either of these programs shall be granted a high school diploma upon evidence of completion of the required academic work. *Policy JB, Equal Educational Opportunity : Every student of this school district shall have equal educational opportunities through programs offered in the school district regardless of disability, race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, national origin, religion, ancestry, need for special education services or physical characteristics. This concept of equal educational opportunity shall guide the Board and staff in making decisions related to school district facilities, selection of educational materials, equipment, curriculum and regulations affecting students. Students with identified physical and mental impairments that constitute disabilities shall be provided with a free appropriate public education, consistent with the requirements of federal and state laws and regulations.



Gifted and Talented Quest K-8 provides instruction based on individual student needs. We provide enrichment activities to expand student thinking and challenge learners. The district and school GT coordinators work closely to provide parents with information, create an individualized plan for students, and ensure academic, emotional, and behavioral needs are being met through instruction, enrichment activities, counseling, and outside school opportunities. Through a screening and testing process, students identified as GT will be put on an ALP (Alternative Learning Plan).



Exceptional Student Services (ESS) Through a screening and testing process, students identified as ESS will be put on an ILP (Individualized Learning Plan). A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



COMMITMENTS TO EXCELLENCE Quest Academy uses the Core Knowledge curriculum for social studies, science, music, art, and literature. This content rich program focuses on United States and world history, geography, and culture. Everyday Math is used for math skill and concept development in the elementary grades and Connected Math is used in the middle school. Science is supported through the Pearson and Core Knowledge curricula. Technology is integrated into classroom learning activities and students will participate in a technology unified arts class which supports the Common Core standards and the Core Knowledge curriculum, while increasing keyboarding and technology skills. PE benchmarks and standards are supported through classes that also incorporate health. Art and music are supported through the Core Knowledge curriculum and are taught by classroom teachers. In addition, we will be offering art and music enrichment that will be taught by certified professionals. Students will have art every other Wednesday for the first semester and music every other Wednesday for the second semester.



Homework Homework is an important part of home-school communication. All homework should be relevant to what is being taught in class, can be done independently by the student, and is practice and is not new material. There may be special projects that students may be required to do at home for a specific purpose. These projects could be short or long term. Each teacher will communicate his/ her homework policy at the beginning of the school year. To avoid interruptions to instruction, homework requests must be made 24 hours in advance for absences. Incomplete homework will be addressed according to classroom policies.



Field Trips Grades K through 8 will be able to participate in at least one field trip. Field trips must have valid learning objectives, sound educational experiences and reasonable cost factors. Costs vary depending on the destination. Parents may be asked to chaperone groups of students in order to allow for a higher level of learning. Parent chaperones may ride the bus. Siblings are not allowed on field trips unless their class is scheduled to go on the same trip.



Advanced Via Individual Determination—AVID A four year academic program focusing on writing as tools of learning, the inquiry method, collaborative teamwork and reading. Students receive tutorial support, motivational activities, and a college preparatory curriculum that emphasizes academic success and four year college enrollment.



Policy IMBB, Exemptions from Required Instruction : If the religious belief and teachings of a student or his parents or legal guardian are contrary to the content of a school subject or to any part of a school activity, the student may be exempt from participation. To receive such an exemption, the parent or legal guardian must present a written request for exemption to the school principal, stating the conflict involved. If a student is unable to participate in a physical education class he must present to the school principal a statement from a physician stating the reason for his inability to participate. Exemptions from required instruction do not excuse a student from the total semester hours required for Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook



16



S T U D E N T C O N D U C T A N D E X P E C TAT I O N S Student Dress Code Student dress should conform to our community's standards of decency, safety, modesty, and cleanliness. Students will not be permitted to dress in a manner that:  Affects the safety of that student or other students  Disrupts the learning environment  Indicates affiliation with or admiration of negative social influences such as gangs, cults, substance abuse or sexual degradation  Contains inappropriate comments or gestures  Clothing must fit appropriately and provide adequate coverage Specifically, students are NOT ALLOWED to wear the following in school or on school grounds:  Short tops or tank tops less then 3 finger width (no bare midriff, no bare shoulders or shirts that expose chest, back or bra straps)  Short shorts—shorts should come to student’s mid-thigh  Bandanas or head gear  Chains, spikes or other similar sharp object accessories  Sleepwear, slippers or pajama wear (unless otherwise designated by administration)  Bare feet  Saggy pants that show underwear Consequences will be handled on a case by case basis in accordance with the Discipline Policy. Policy JICA ,Student Dress Code : A safe and disciplined learning environment is essential to a quality educational program. District-wide standards on student attire are intended to encourage school pride and unity, and thereby help students concentrate on schoolwork, reduce discipline problems, and improve school order and safety. The Board recognizes that students have a right to express themselves through dress and personal appearance; however, students shall not wear apparel that is deemed disruptive or potentially disruptive to the classroom environment or to the maintenance of a safe and orderly school. Any student deemed in violation of the dress code shall be required to change into appropriate clothing or make arrangements to have appropriate clothing brought to school immediately. In this case, there shall be no further penalty. *Policy JIC, Student Conduct : It is the intention of the Board of Education that the district ’ s schools help students develop individual knowledge, skills and competence and that students learn behavior patterns which will enable them to be responsible, contributing members of society. The Board believes that effective student discipline is a prerequisite for sound educational practice and productive learning. The objectives of disciplining any student also include helping the student to develop a positive attitude toward self-discipline and behavior which will enable students to be responsible, contributing members of society. *Policy JICC ,Student Conduct in School Vehicles : The privilege of riding a school bus is contingent upon a student ’ s good behavior and observance of established regulations for student conduct both at bus stops and on board buses. *Policy JICDA, Code of Conduct : The principal may suspend or recommend expulsion of a student who engages in one or more of the activities outlined in Policy JICDA, Code of Conduct while in school buildings, on district property, when being transported in school vehicles dispatched by the district or one of its schools, during a school-sponsored or district sponsored activity or event and off school property when the conduct has a nexus to school or any district curricular or non-curricular event. *Policy JICH, Drug and Alcohol Involvement by Students : Weld County School District Re-8 shall promote a healthy environment for students by providing education, support and decision-making skills in regard to alcohol, drugs and other controlled substances and their abuse. In order to accomplish this goal, a cooperative effort must be made among the schools, parents/guardians, community and its agencies. A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



STUDENT DISCIPLINE District Discipline Matrix BEHAVIOR



FIRST OFFENSE



SECOND OFFENSE



REPEAT OFFENSES



Fighting (and/ or mutual combat). School counseling, detention, and up Depending on severity may increase to 2 days ISS/OSS. penalty up to and including expulsion.



School counseling, detention, and up to 3 days ISS/OSS.



School counseling, detention, and up to 5 days ISS/OSS.



Possession /use of alcohol or under School counseling, detention, and up the influence of alcohol. Sale or distri- to 3 days ISS/OSS. bution will increase penalty up to and including expulsion.



School counseling and up to 5 days OSS.



School counseling and up to 10 days OSS and recommendation for expulsion.



Smoking/chewing or possession of tobacco including electronic or vapor delivery systems or paraphernalia. Sale or distribution will increase penalty up to and including expulsion.



School counseling, detention, and up to 3 days ISS/OSS.



School counseling and up to 5 days OSS.



School counseling and up to 10 days OSS and recommendation for expulsion.



Possession /use of drugs or other School counseling, detention, and up controlled substances or parapherna- to 3 days ISS/OSS. lia or under the influence of drugs. Sale or distribution will increase penalty up to and including expulsion.



School counseling and up to 5 days OSS.



School counseling and up to 10 days OSS and recommendation for expulsion.



Possession/use of a weapon or firearm as defined by Colorado Revised Statutes.



Up to 10 days OSS and recommenda- Up to 10 days OSS and recommenda- Up to 10 days OSS and recomtion for expulsion as per State Statute. tion for expulsion as per State Statute. mendation for expulsion as per State Statute.



Vandalism or defacing/ destruction of School counseling and/or 1-3 day(s) School counseling and/or 1-3 day(s) School Counseling, 5-10 day(s) other’s personal property. ISS or OSS suspension with restitution ISS or OSS suspension with restitution OSS suspension, and recomor recommendation for expulsion de- or recommendation for expulsion de- mendation for expulsion, with pending on severity of the offense. pending on severity of the offense. restitution. Detrimental behavior/ any act which disrupts the normal educational process. Repetitive incidents may increase penalty up to and including expulsion.



School counseling, detention, and up to 3 days ISS/OSS or recommendation for expulsion, depending on the severity of the offense.



Disobedient or defiant behavior/refusal School counseling, detention, and up to follow a reasonable request of a to 1 day ISS/OSS. staff member. Continual behaviors may increase penalty up to and including expulsion.



School counseling and up to 5 days School counseling and up to 10 OSS or recommendation for expuldays OSS and recommendation sion, depending on the severity of the for expulsion. offense. School counseling, detention, and up to 2 days ISS/OSS.



School counseling, detention, and up to 3 days ISS/OSS.



On or off campus crimes of violence or up to 10 days OSS and recommenda- up to 10 days OSS and recommenda- up to 10 days OSS and recomother felonies where charges or a tion for expulsion as per State Statute. tion for expulsion as per State Statute. mendation for expulsion as per petition has been filed in district court. State Statute. Robbery by use of force or intimidation School counseling, detention, and up to 1 day ISS/OSS. Continual defiance / habitually disrup- School counseling, detention, and up tive. to 3 days ISS/OSS or recommendation for expulsion, depending on the severity of the offense.



School counseling, detention, and up to 2 days ISS/OSS. School counseling and up to 5 days OSS or recommendation for expulsion, depending on the severity of the offense.



Other violations of code of conduct that rise to the level of being state reportable incidents. Repetitive incidents may increase penalty up to and including expulsion.



School counseling and up to 5 days School counseling and up to 10 OSS or recommendation for expuldays OSS and recommendation sion, depending on the severity of the for expulsion. offense.



School counseling, detention, and up to 3 days ISS/OSS or recommendation for expulsion, depending on the severity of the offense.



School counseling, detention, and up to 3 days ISS/OSS. School counseling and up to 10 days OSS and recommendation for expulsion.



Key: ISS - In-School Suspension OSS - Out-of-School Suspension Any violation will include a parent contact and/or reparation and any OSS requires a behavioral plan.
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STUDENT DISCIPLINE "State Reportable" Behaviors and Consequences The table to the left shows consequences for State Reportable, or more serious discipline offenses. The following consequences apply to behavior on any school or district campus, in school vehicles and at school activities and events. *Policy JK , Student Discipline and JK-R Student Discipline Regulation : The administration shall develop a student conduct and discipline code, which shall be developed in consultation with those individuals required by state law. Such code shall be distributed once to each student in elementary, middle and high school and to each new student entering the school district. Major changes to the code shall be distributed to each student and posted. Copies of the code shall be available in each school and may be included in student handbooks or similar publications. *Policy JKBA and JKBA-R, Disciplinary Removal from Classroom : To the extent authorized by Colorado law, a classroom teacher has the authority to remove a student who disrupts the educational environment of the classroom for the remainder of that class. Upon a third such removal from class, teachers are given authority to remove the student from class for the remainder of the term, so long as such removal is consistent with federal and state law, and with district policy/procedure. The Superintendent or designee is directed to adopt procedures to implement the purposes of this policy. *Policy JKA ,Use of Physical Intervention and Restraint : To maintain a safe learning environment, district employees may, within the scope of their employment and consistent with state law, use physical intervention and restraint with students in accordance with this policy and accompanying regulation. Such actions shall not be considered child abuse or corporal punishment if performed in good faith and in compliance with this policy and accompanying regulation. *Policy JIH, Student Interviews, Interrogations, Searches and Arrests : The Board of Education seeks to maintain a climate in the schools which is conducive to learning and protective of the safety and welfare of staff and students. To achieve this goal, it may be necessary for school personnel to search the person and/or the personal property of the student and to seize any property deemed injurious or detrimental to the safety and welfare of students and staff. Searches may be conducted by school district personnel who have reasonable grounds for suspecting that a search will turn up evidence that the student has violated either the law or Board policy. When reasonable grounds for a search exist, school personnel may search a student and/or his property while on school premises or during a school activity under the circumstances outlined in this policy and may seize any illegal, unauthorized or contraband materials.



Suspension and Expulsion



*Policy JKD/JKE, Suspension/Expulsion of Students : The Board of Education shall provide due process of law to students, parents/guardians and school personnel through written procedures consistent with law for the suspension or expulsion of students and the denial of admission. ( S ee JKD/JKE-R. ) The Board and its designee ( s ) may consider the following factors in determining whether to suspend or expel a student: 1. the student’ s age; 2. the student’ s disciplinary history; 3. the student’ s eligibility as a student with a disability; 4. the seriousness of the violation committed by the student; 5. the threat posed to any student or staff; and, 6. the likelihood that a lesser intervention would properly address the violation.



Policy JII, Student Concerns, Complaints and Grievances : Decisions made by school personnel which students believe are unfair or in violation of pertinent Board policies or individual school rules may be appealed to the principal or a designated representative or by following the specific appeal process created for particular complaints. Grievance procedures shall be available for students to receive prompt and equitable resolution of allegations of discriminatory actions on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex and handicap which students are encouraged to report. A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



SCHOOL SAFETY AND SECURITY Safety Plan A critical component in creating a safe school is the classroom response to an incident. Response to scenarios to weather, fire, accidents, intruders and other threats to student safety are scenarios that are practiced by students, teachers, staff and administration on a monthly basis.



Standard Response Protocol (SRP) The Weld Re-8 school district utilizes the Standard Response Protocol (SRP). This protocol is based on four actions: Lockout, Lockdown, Evacuate and Shelter. In the event of an emergency, the action and appropriate direction will be called on the school intercom.



Reunification Plan The purpose of a Reunification Plan is to reunite children and their families in the event of an emergency. This would include situations that call for an evacuation of the building. An auto dialer will be sent out if the need for reunification arises. Should an emergency situation requiring reunification arise within FLHS while school is in session, please follow these guidelines:  Remain calm  Report to the assigned pick up location as identified in the dialer message  Bring a photo ID. Only people on the emergency contact list will be allowed to pick up students.  Fill out a student release form  Move to the designated Student Release Point and wait for your child  A runner will bring your child to the release area  Wait patiently while a runner brings your child to the release area More information on SRP can be found at http://iloveuguys.org



Safe2Tell Founded on the idea that prevention and early intervention is the key to preventing violence and saving lives. Safe 2Tell makes a difference in the lives of young people and adults, who identify a risk or danger, reporting it so early intervention can occur.



Electronic Devices Electronic devices and valuables are not appropriate for school and should not be brought. All electronic devices are expected to be out of sight and turned off during class time. THE USE OF PICTURE TAKING OR VIDEO RECORDING DURING SCHOOL HOURS IS PROHIBITED, unless given permission by classroom teacher or administrator,. Violators will be subject to confiscation of their device as well as out of school suspension.



Weapons in School *JICI Weapons in School : The Board of Education determines that possession and/or use of a weapon by students is detrimental to the welfare and safety of the students and school personnel within the district. Carrying, bringing, using or possessing a dangerous weapon on district property, when being transported in vehicles dispatched by the district or one of its schools, during a school-sponsored or district-sponsored activity or event, and off school property when the conduct has a reasonable connection to school or any district curricular or non-curricular event without the authorization of the school or the school district is prohibited. An exception to this policy may be made for students participating in an authorized extracurricular activity or team involving the use of firearms. Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook
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T R A N S P O R TAT I O N For bus transportation registration procedures and timelines, please see the transportation handbook. Access to the transportation handbook can be found at www.weld8.org under the “PARENT” tab. Policy EEAG, Student Transportation in Private Vehicles : A staff member may transport a student or group of students in his/her own car for school-related purposes only if he/she has specific authorization by the site principal and superintendent covering the specific trip. Standing authorization shall be granted by the Board to school administrators, school nurses and other student services personnel designated by the superintendent. Personnel with standing authorization or with special permission to use their own cars for transporting students must carry liability insurance coverage in compliance with state law.



Parking Parking lots are located at each school for staff, parents and visitors. Parents please look for designated visitor parking.  Please use every safety precaution when using school parking lots.  Please be respectful by not blocking the lanes to pick up and drop off students.  Please use the designated drop-off/pick-up if you transport your student to and from school.



FORT LUPTON HIGH SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES CSU Alliance Colorado State University is committed to increasing attendance and retention for students admitted from alliance high schools to ensure they are successful at any University.



CSU Upward Bound/ Talent Search Provides academic skills and motivational activities that increase secondary school completion and enrollment to a post secondary education.



CU Pre-Collegiate Designed to motivate and prepare first generation students in pursuit of their higher education goals.



A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



B R E A K FA S T / L U N C H P R O G R A M Proper nutrition is essential to a child’s overall health and academic performance.



Breakfast All students have the opportunity to purchase a breakfast for $1.70. Breakfast will be available from 8:00-8:15 am.



Lunch Students have the option to purchase a school lunch for $2.35. Lunch will be transported from the Butler Elementary every morning; therefore, all lunches must be ordered in advance. White and Chocolate milk are also available for purchase for $.55. Microwaves are available for use. Adult meals are $ 3.35  Both reduced and free meals are available for qualifying students. An application for each student must be completed and submitted for approval each year.  The cost of reduced meals for children is $0.40.  Only two charges are allowed for lunches.  Parents will be notified when a student’s account is low or has a negative balance.  Lunchroom behavior will be consistent with building expectations.  Students are encouraged to eat and select healthy food options. Energy drinks and soda are not allowed.  Students are not allowed to share food with others.



How to pay mobile or online Weld Re-8 uses My School Bucks for parents to track and pay student lunch accounts as well as view the menu. For more information go to www.myschoolbucks.com there website will walk you through the process. They also have an app in the App Store, by searching MySchoolBucks EFC Free and Reduced-Price Food Services : The district shall take part as feasible in the National School Lunch and other food programs which may become available to insure that all students in the district receive proper nourishment. The administration shall establish regulations which conform with state and federal ( or other) requirements regarding participation in programs for free and reduced price meals and supplementary food. Such regulations shall be presented to the Board from time to time for its approval.



Students with Food Allergies *Policy JLCDA ,Students with Food Allergies : The Board recognizes that many students are being diagnosed with potentially life-threatening food allergies. To address this issue and meet state law requirements concerning the management of food allergies and anaphylaxis among students, the Board sets forth the following requirements.  Health care plan  Reasonable accommodations  Access to emergency medications  Staff training
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S T U D E N T H E A LT H A N D W E L L N E S S Students who are vomiting , have diarrhea or a fever of 100 degrees or higher, will be sent home according to guidelines set by the district nurse. If your child has these symptoms, she/he cannot return to school for at least 24 hours after the symptoms have subsided.



Immunization of Students *Policy JLCB, Immunization of Students : The Board directs the superintendent or designee( s ) to annually provide



parents/guardians of each student enrolled in the district a copy of the standardized immunization document developed by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. The standardized immunization document includes a list of required and recommended immunizations and the age at which each immunization should be given. No student is permitted to attend or continue to attend any school in this district without meeting the legal requirements of immunization against disease unless the student has a valid exemption for health, religious, personal or other reasons as provided by law. Students who do not submit an up-to-date certificate of immunization or a written authorization signed by one parent/guardian requesting local health officials to administer the immunizations or a valid exemption will be suspended and/or expelled from school according to regulation JLCB-R. All information distributed to parents/guardians by the district will inform them of their rights to seek an exemption from immunization requirements.



Medication Policy *Policy JLCD, Administering Medications to Students : In the interest of safety, medications to be administered at school



by school personnel shall be transported to and from school by parent or responsible adult only. Such medication is to be brought into the school by the adult and given to the school nurse or health aide. If the nurse/health aide is not available, the medication may be given to the office secretary.



Child Abuse Law Policy JLF, Reporting Child Abuse/Child Protection : It is the policy of the Board of Education that this school district comply with the Child Protection Act. To that end, any school official or employee who has reasonable cause to know or suspect that a child has been subjected to abuse or neglect or who has observed the child being subjected to circumstances or conditions which would reasonably result in abuse or neglect, as defined by statute, shall immediately upon receiving such information report or cause a report to be made to the county department of social services or local law enforcement agency. Failure to report promptly may result in civil and/or criminal liability. A person who reports child abuse or neglect in good faith is immune from civil or criminal liability. Policy JLC, Student Health Services and Records : The purpose of the school health program shall be to supplement the efforts and guidance of parents to bring about an awareness on the part of students of regular health care. The objectives of the school health program are:  To promote good health habits among students.  To stimulate a sanitary and healthful environment in school.  To assist in detecting and recommending correction for medical, psychological and physical handicaps.



Bullying *Policy JICDE ,Bullying Prevention and Education : The Board of Education supports a secure school climate, conducive to teaching and learning that is free from threat, harassment and any type of bullying behavior. The purpose of this policy is to promote consistency of approach and to help create a climate in which all types of bullying are regarded as unacceptable. Bullying is any act of targeted or repeated negative actions, over time in order to intentionally hurt or intimidate another person through the use of electronic or digital media, gestures, physical, emotional, or mental activity and is characterized by an individual or group behaving in a certain way as to gain power, or to harm, another person ( s ) . Bullying is prohibited against any student for any reason, including but not limited to any such behavior that is directed toward a student on the basis of his or her academic performance or any basis protected by federal and state law, including disability, race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, ancestry or the need for special education services, whether such characteristic ( s ) is actual or perceived. Bullying is prohibited on district property, at district or school-sanctioned activities and events, when students are being transported in any vehicle dispatched by the district or one of its schools, or off school property when such conduct has a nexus to school or any district curricular or non-curricular activity or event. A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES AND ELIGIBILITY Activity Eligibility As stated in Policy JJJ-R, Extracurricular Activity Eligibility All students must be enrolled as a full time student , taking five or more full credit courses or enrolled in a nonpublic home based program or an independent or parochial school taking an equivalent number of classes or enrolled in concurrent classes and be in good standing. An eligibility list will be distributed weekly. Students who receive one or more failing grades for the week shall not be eligible for the following week (Sunday through Saturday) Weld Re-8 Schools shall make available a program of academic support for students that are failing. This support may include after school tutoring or interventions built into the master schedule. Any student interested in participating in athletics must complete the necessary paperwork and obtain a health physical.



Student Clubs and Organizations Research shows that students who are actively involved in school activities will have a more positive school experience and will achieve more academic success. Weld Re-8 is committed to supporting active student involvement in clubs and organizations. Students must be eligible to participate and honor the activity guidelines. Students in 7th and 8th grade can participate in the Ft. Lupton Middle School sports and transportation will be provided. Other extra curricular clubs and activities at Quest include: National Honor Society, National Elementary Honor Society, Mad Science, Odyssey of the Mind, Drama Club, Yearbook Club, Music/Band, Running Club, and others. Parents and students will be notified of the activities and options as they become available. *Policy JICEA, School Related Student Publications : Publications privately developed and distributed by a student or students, independent of the School District staff, programs and resources, shall not be subject to School District control except as possession or distribution on school premises or at school activities may adversely affect students, staff or programs. In such event, the material may be regulated, limited or prohibited by the School District. Distribution or circulation of printed or reproduced materials on school premises is impermissible when such distribution or circulation tends or threatens to adversely affect the well-being of school personnel, students, or school processes, violate the law, or tends to disrupt or interfere with school processes in general.
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Handbook Acknowledgment Form Each family will receive one (1) hard copy from the school, of the Parent and Student Handbook. You may request additional copies from the front office. Various state and federal laws direct school districts to provide policies to students and parents on an annual basis. This Handbook contains a summary of those policies, however if you wish to receive a copy of those policies and there entirety you may request a copy from the front office and one will be provided to you or you can view an electronic copy on the Quest website at quest.weld8.org or on the District Website at weld8.org. I ______________________________ have received a copy of the Quest K-8 2016-2017 Parent and Student Handbook. I am receiving this Handbook on behalf of the following student(s): (list all students that attend Quest)



Student



Grade



1.________________________________



_____________



2.________________________________



_____________



3.________________________________



_____________



4.________________________________



_____________



5.________________________________



_____________



___________________________



___________________________



Parent Signature



Parent Signature



Date



Please sign and return this page to the school Registrar A Community United for Student Success…College Ready



Date



This page has intentionally been left blank



*These Board Policies are required by Law to distribute. To see the policy and its entirety please ask the front desk for a copy or visit the school webpage at [email protected] or the district webpage at www.weld8.org. Quest K-8 Parent and Student Handbook
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