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Royal Canadian Humane Association Bravery Awards In 1894, the Royal Canadian Humane Association was established in Canada by Queen Victoria. Its purpose is to: 



Provide meaningful recognition to those persons who, through their alertness, skill, and concern bring about the saving of life, especially where those actions lie outside the ordinary duties of the person involved.



Awards include:    



Bravery Medals may be awarded to those who have shown their willingness to sacrifice themselves to save others. Gold Medals are usually reserved for deeds of bravery at the cost of the hero’s life. Silver or Bronze Medals may be granted when the recipient has shown extraordinary disregard for personal safety in saving or attempting to save a life. Honourary Testimonial Certificates are awarded to commemorate a rescue attempt where the risk is not as great.
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Award Recipients 1. Rescuing Man from Bear Attack Cadomin, Alberta September 19, 2015       



Officer Jordan Baier – Bronze Medal for Bravery Shelby Bancroft – Bronze Medal for Bravery Trail Bancroft – Bronze Medal for Bravery District Officer Ben Biro – Bronze Medal for Bravery Cody Homeniuk – Bronze Medal for Bravery Officer Kye Mikkelsen – Bronze Medal for Bravery District Officer Christopher Watson – Bronze Medal for Bravery



On the evening of September 15, 2015, Fish and Wildlife Officers in Hinton received a call that a sheep hunter on a mountain near Cadomin had been mauled by a grizzly bear. Despite limited reception the hunter used a cell phone to report he had a broken leg. He was lying close to his sheep, with the grizzly bear still in the area, and he did not have his rifle. He also managed to give his GPS coordinates and stated that he required immediate assistance and rescue. A search and rescue by helicopter was ruled out due to low clouds, light snow and freezing rain. A volunteer search team was put together consisting of Wildlife Officers Jordan Baier, Ben Biro, Kye Mikkelsen and Christopher Watson. They were joined by brothers, Shelby and Trail Bancroft, young local guides who had grown up in the area and were familiar with the mountainous terrain, as well as Cody Homeniuk and another paramedic. All were reminded that given the circumstances, the team was likely to run into a grizzly bear. Using their GPS, the group of eight men rode quads as far as they could. At approximately 10 p.m., with only the light from only their borrowed flashlights, they started to hike up a mountain. The rescuers were carrying heavy medical equipment, survival kits and firearms, which made the journey more difficult in the dark, freezing, and rainy night. When they reached the summit they realized the victim’s coordinates were still some distance away. They went back down to the quads, riding them deeper into the mountainous region. Control centre notified them they had heard from the victim, confirming he was still alive, and that he had followed a cutline up a mountain to hunt. The rescuers came across a cutline and the guides believed this was the access point. The team again began to make their way up, and after a lengthy climb, they found themselves almost boxed in by a narrow gully. Officer Mikkelsen thought he heard someone call out. The group closed ranks, fell silent and heard a grizzly bear roar. Suddenly the roaring grizzly broke through the tree line, charging downhill off a cliff, and raced towards them in attack mode baring her teeth. The officers had no choice but to put the bear down to ensure the rescue team could complete the task at hand. The momentum of the charging bear carried it all the way to the feet of one of the officers. After this harrowing encounter, the group continued their hazardous way along the slippery rocks and hillsides two more kilometres to the injured victim. The officers used their survival kits to start a fire, and the group spent the night keeping it going to 2



stay warm and safe from another attack. The paramedics assessed the injured hunter and determined that he could not be moved off the mountain by the rescue team. He would require an airlift to safety. This information was radioed back to the control centre, but due to the weather and darkness, a helicopter could not be sent until morning. Around 8 a.m., a helicopter flew through the mountain pass. The helicopter picked up the victim and the paramedics, while the rest of the group returned to their quads and made their way back to Cadomin. For risking their lives to rescue an injured hunter, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Jordan Baier, Shelby Bancroft, Trail Bancroft, Ben Biro, Cody Homeniuk, Kye Mikkelsen, and Christopher Watson.



2. Preventing Teen’s Suicide Edmonton, Alberta March 24, 2016  



Christoff Boshoff – Bronze Medal for Bravery Mide Seyi-Ajayi –Honourary Testimonial Certificate



On March 24, 2016, Christoff Boshoff and Mide Seyi-Ajayi were driving home in their vehicles from work in west Edmonton. As the two drivers approached the bridge on Ravine Drive, they both spotted a female who appeared to be intent on committing suicide. She was standing outside the bridge railing holding on to the bars. Both men stopped their vehicles and approached the 14-year-old girl. While Mide was talking to her, Christoff managed to crawl over the railing. He was able to grab the now struggling girl, and together they pulled her back over the railing and onto the bridge deck. With the assistance of some passersby, they held on to the still struggling girl until the police arrived to take her in custody. For placing his life at risk to save another, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Christoff Boshoff. For his part in the rescue, the Honourary Testimonial Certificate is awarded to Mide Seyi-Ajayi.



3. Preventing Man’s Suicide Edmonton, Alberta July 16, 2016 



Kenneth Carpenter – Bronze Medal for Bravery



On the afternoon of July 16, 2016, a man climbed over the guard rail on the Stony Plain Road overpass in Edmonton. He appeared determined to jump into the heavy traffic below on Groat Road. An Edmonton Police Service officer was driving under the bridge when he observed the situation. The officer immediately stopped all traffic below and radioed for backup to the overpass bridge. Ken Carpenter was walking in the area and he approached the distraught male. Ken took the initiative to talk to the man and gained his trust. He managed to convince the man to shake hands, and he was able to get him to 3



stand up and turn to face the guard rail. Without any regard for his own safety, Ken reached for the distraught man and pinned him to the guard rail. He held him there until the police, directed by the officer below, were able to reach the scene and assist with pulling the male over the guard rail to safety. For risking his life in preventing a suicidal man from jumping off a bridge, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Kenneth Carpenter.



4. Rescuing EPS Officer from Gunfire Edmonton, Alberta June 8, 2015 



Ryan Colton –Bronze Medal for Bravery



On June 8, 2015, Edmonton Police Service officers were sent to arrest an individual at a west-end location. They had a warrant to enter the residence to arrest the man. While attempting to breach the front door, the suspect opened fire from within the house killing one police officer and wounding another. The injured officer crawled along the sidewalk to the front of the attached garage, while other members moved from the front area to cover him. The suspect continued firing. Ryan Colton lived next door and had been advised by police members to seek some cover in his basement. When he heard the gunshots, Ryan left his basement and observed the officer in distress. He grabbed a towel and exited the safety of his house to help the injured man. As the suspect continued to fire randomly through his front door, Ryan approached the officer who was now adjacent to his house. He grabbed the officer, and physically assisted him across the yard to the front of his house, where he began to apply first aid to the officer’s wounds. The suspect’s house was now on fire, and with everyone’s safety in jeopardy from the rounds still being fired, Ryan dragged the officer further from the scene. Once they were a safe distance away, Ryan removed the wounded officer’s shirt and body armour while continuing to stem the bleeding. When the situation was controlled, EMS arrived to care for the wounded officer. For risking his life to save another in a dangerous situation, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Ryan Colton.



5. Rescuing Man from Burning Vehicle Flaxcombe, Saskatchewan December 12, 2015 



Jonathan Coralde – Bronze Medal for Bravery



On December 12, 2015, a vehicle driven by a disabled 82-year-old male was traveling on Highway 7 near Flaxcombe, Saskatchewan. The driver noticed smoke pouring into his car and realized it was on fire. He immediately pulled over to the shoulder of the road and stopped. The elderly man tried to unlock the driver-side door, but it would not open, 4



leaving him trapped inside the vehicle. Jodie Deiana was traveling in the opposite direction when she noticed the burning and smoking car. She stopped, but could not get at the trapped driver, however she managed to get a fire extinguisher from a truck driver. Daniel Deiana and Jonathan Coralde had been following her in a second car and they now arrived at the scene. The three individuals ran back to the burning vehicle, where Jonathan used the fire extinguisher to temporarily clear the front section of the car. They realized they still could not get in through the driver’s side, so Jonathan ran to the passenger’s side where he used the extinguisher to smash the window. Both men were now able to reach in and unlock the door. As the fire appeared to be reigniting they grabbed the driver, and with much pulling and pushing, got the large man out of the vehicle. When they realized he had difficulty walking, and there was the possibility of an explosion, they dragged him into the ditch below road level. The fire reignited, destroying the car completely, and minor explosions caused debris to fly around. Fortunately no one was further injured. Daniel and Jodie Deiana received their awards at a previously held Saskatchewan Investiture. However, for his heroic actions to save a man’s life from a burning vehicle, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Jonathan Coralde.



6. Rescuing Woman from Bear Attack Fort McMurray, Alberta May 7, 2014     



Adrian McNeill – Bronze Medal for Bravery Alexandre Brideau – Honourary Testimonial Stephen Lyons – Honourary Testimonial Lamae Saunders – Honourary Testimonial Gary Sultanian – Honourary Testimonial



On the afternoon of May 7, 2014, a worker at the Suncor Steepbank Mine, north of Fort McMurray, was returning to her work building when she encountered a large cinnamoncolored bear. Adrian McNeil had come out of a trailer and observed the bear close to the female. Without any provocation, the bear attacked the woman. Adrian immediately ran towards the bear and the woman, and then veered off to grab an air horn from a nearby building. He yelled for help as he again ran towards the attacking bear, which was now on top of the victim. Moving close to the bear, Adrian deployed the air horn. But, it had no effect, and the bear focused on its victim. Adrian continued to yell for help while staying close to the bear, blowing the horn and throwing rocks and chunks of wood at it. Eventually other employees, Alexandre Brideau, Steve Lyons, Lamae Saunders and Gary Sultanian joined Adrian. They used air horns, a fire extinguisher, and debris to try to deter the bear’s vicious attack. Undeterred, the bear continued its attack and dragged the female victim into the bush where she succumbed to her injuries. For placing his life at risk to save a woman from a bear attack, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Adrian McNeill. For their efforts to save her life, the Honourary Testimonial is awarded to Alexandre Brideau, Stephen Lyons, Lamae Saunders and Gary Sultanian. 5



7. Rescuing Woman from Bear Attack High Level, Alberta July 23, 2014 



Tyrell Neufeld – Bronze Medal for Bravery



On the afternoon of July 23, 2014, helicopter pilot Tyrell Neufeld had been contracted to fly a female environmental scientist to a remote site near High Level, Alberta. The environmental scientist was to conduct a site assessment at the location. After flying into the site, the scientist started working, and then suddenly observed a bear moving in between her and the helicopter. She stood up and screamed, catching Tyrell’s attention who was nearby. He immediately ran to the tail boom of the helicopter to get the bear spray. Meanwhile, the bear circled behind the female and it bit her left thigh. Tyrell was now yelling and screaming as he came running towards her. Suddenly the bear let go, but as Tyrell tried to stop he stumbled, and fell directly in front of the bear. The bear bit Tyrell’s left wrist and maintained its hold. Fortunately, Tyrell had been able to hang on to the bear spray, and he was able to deploy it directly into the bear’s face. The bear immediately let go and ran away. Tyrell and the scientist were able to pack up their gear and make it back to the helicopter. Tyrell flew directly to High Level where both were taken to hospital for treatment of their injuries. For his actions to save a woman from a bear attack, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Tyrell Neufeld.



8. Preventing Young Woman’s Suicide Edmonton, Alberta September 9, 2015 Carli Reid – Bronze Medal for Bravery Isabelle Hebert – Honourary Testimonial Certificate Farah Sleiman – Honourary Testimonial Certificate On the early evening of September 9, 2015, Carli Reid, Isabelle Hebert and Farah Sleiman were walking across the Low Level Bridge in Edmonton, when they saw a young woman in the middle of the bridge who appeared to be crying. After they passed her, Carli kept looking back as she felt there was something wrong. When they reached the end of the sidewalk, Carli turned once more, and saw the woman start to climb onto the bridge railing. Carli immediately ran back towards the distressed young woman, who sped up her efforts, obviously trying to jump off the bridge before Carli got there. The young woman had a weighted backpack and was struggling to get it on. When she saw Carli closing in on her, she dropped the backpack, and tried to jump without it. Carli managed to grab the woman’s shoulders just as she pushed away from the bridge. The woman struggled desperately to get out of her grasp, but Carli managed to pull her legs back over the railing onto the bridge. When the woman tried to get away, Carli tackled her onto the sidewalk. Isabelle Hebert and Farah Sleiman caught up to them at this time. 6



While Isabel called 911, Farah positioned herself between the railing and the young woman, so she could not attack Carli or get away and jump off the bridge. For risking her life to save a suicidal young woman, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Carli Reid. For their actions in the rescue, the Honourary Testimonial Certificate is awarded to Isabelle Hebert and Farah Sleiman.



9. Rescuing a Woman from Cougar Attack Nose Mountain, Alberta August 5, 2015     



Myles Brown – Silver Medal for Bravery Chad Lyttle – Bronze Medal for Bravery Mike Banko – Honourary Testimonial Certificate Marcel Macullo – Honourary Testimonial Certificate Adrian Meinke – Honourary Testimonial Certificate



During the late evening of August 5, 2014, Alberta Fish and Wildlife staff members were working at Nose Mountain in northwestern Alberta. One of the female staff was walking towards the main camp when she was confronted by a large predatory cougar. When the woman attempted to fend off the cougar, she tripped and the cougar mauled her. It repeatedly bit her skull, shaking her head, and began carrying her into the bushes. Chad Lyttle was the first to hear her calls for help. The light was fading and Chad ran in the direction of the screams. Myles Brown heard Chad yell for help, and saw Chad survey the bushes. He caught up to Chad, and the two men began to yell making as much noise as possible to scare the animal away. While searching the area, they saw the victim’s legs being pulled deeper into the bush, but they were still unable to see the animal. At this point the cougar stood on the woman’s back, and Myles realized it was a cougar. The yelling worked and the cougar released her head. Myles ran towards the cougar and kicked it off the woman’s back. The two men kept yelling and shaking the surrounding bushes to keep the cougar back. Chad stood guard while Myles began to assess the victim and apply first aid. Mike Banko arrived, and assisted by relaying information and bringing first aid supplies. He also released two dogs housed in a truck when he saw the cougar crouching a few metres from the victim. Adrian Meinke and Marcel Macullo joined Mike and Chad to set up a defense perimeter, while Myles continued with the first aid. Other staff called Stars Air Ambulance and it arrived nearly two hours later. The woman was transported by helicopter to hospital in Grande Prairie. She suffered severe lacerations on her head and neck, but recovered from her injuries due to the first aid she received to control and stop the bleeding. For risking his life by kicking a cougar off a fellow worker, the Silver Medal for Bravery is awarded to Myles Brown. For his brave efforts in scaring off the cougar, the Bronze Medal for Bravery is awarded to Chad Lyttle. For their part in the rescue, the Honourary Testimonial Certificate is awarded to Mike Banko, Marcel Macullo and Adrian Meinke.
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10. Rescuing Children from Burning Vehicle Coolatai NSW, Australia July 13, 2006 



Michael Rae-Learned – Silver Medal for Bravery



At about midnight on July 13, 2006, Michael Rae-Learned was driving home with her two children, ages three and five, on a country road in Coolatai, New South Wales, Australia. She swerved to avoid a kangaroo and ended up in the ditch. The vehicle’s hot exhaust pipes immediately ignited the long dry grass, and caused a fire that engulfed her vehicle. Michael’s clothing caught fire as she reached to rescue her children. As a result, she suffered 70 per cent partial thickness burns to most of her body. The accident had occurred in an isolated area in almost total darkness, but while in shock and suffering from the burns, Michael carried her children about two kilometres until she came upon a remote homestead. The homestead owner, Todd McMaster, succeeded in contacting emergency services and directed them to his property by UHF radio and the flashing lights on his 4WD vehicle. Michael and her children were conveyed by ambulance to Goondiwindi where they were airlifted to hospital. For her heroic efforts in saving her children, the Silver Medal for Bravery is awarded to Michael Rae-Learned. For her heroic efforts in saving her children, the Silver Medal for Bravery is awarded to Michael Rae-Learned.
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