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Close Reading of Multimedia Texts



The Elements of Multimedia Composition Descriptors Developed by Mary Ellen Dakin with contributions from RHS Music teacher Alec Waugh and RHS Art teacher June Krinsky-Rudder



PRINT: LITERATURE Conflict Characterization



Setting and Mood



The struggle between opposing characters or forces. The sequence of actions and events that builds to a climax. Conflict can be external or internal. Direct characterization tells the reader what the character’s personality traits are. Indirect characterization suggests what the character’s personality may be, inferred from the details of a character’s appearance, words, actions, relationships, and what others say about the character. When and where a literary passage takes place. Mood is the emotional atmosphere in the text.



Language



The impact of word choice, punctuation, sentence structures, figures of speech, imagery, meter, and rhyme on meaning, tone, and style.



Message



The theme or central idea about life, society, or human nature. In literature, a theme raises questions about the human experience: What beliefs do the characters / author seem to hold as true? Do I agree? What might the speaker or author want us to think about as we read this text?



PRINT: INFORMATIONAL TEXT Evidence Structure Appeals



Language Message



Information that supports a claim and is helpful in forming judgments or conclusions, including: facts, statistics, examples, eyewitness accounts, the interpretations of experts, and personal experience. The sequence of events and ideas; the beginning, middle, and end. Common organizational structures include description, examples, cause and effect, compare and contrast, problem and solution. Appeals to reason rely on logic and evidence. Appeals to emotion ask readers to respond out of their beliefs, values, or feelings. Ethical appeals ask readers to trust the speaker, based on the speaker’s fairness, intelligence, reputation, and achievements. The impact of word choice, punctuation, sentences structures, figures of speech, imagery, repetition, parallel grammatical structures, analogies, and allusions / precedents on meaning, tone, and style. The central idea, concept, or information in an exposition. The central claim or thesis in an argument. The author’s purpose: what the author wants readers to know, to believe, and/or to do.



PERFORMANCE Acting Costumes and Make-up Sets and Props Lighting and Sound



Message



The artful combination of techniques – line delivery, action, gestures, facial expressions, blocking – used by performers to convey meaning, express emotion, and interpret the role they play. The choices made regarding the colors, textures, and style of the performers’ clothing, hair, jewelry, and make-up. The details of a location, including the shape and size of the space, the placement of walls, doors, windows, stairs, balconies, or furniture. Props can be any physical objects used to advance or enhance the performance. The mood created by the intensity of light or the contrast between light and darkness in a location. In combination with the sounds of the human voice, the use of music, sound effects, and/or silence to dramatize the performance. The theme or central idea about life, society, or human nature conveyed through a dramatic combination of acting, sets, lighting, and sound.



MUSIC Instrumentation Rhythm and Tempo Volume Vocals Message



The instruments used in a song, the individual properties of those instruments, and how they fit together. The emotions expressed, strongly or softly, in the musical composition. Rhythm is the speed and timing of each instrument. Tempo is the speed or pace of a song. Rhythm and tempo affect the mood and message of the music. How loud or soft the sound is. Volume can gradually increase (crescendo) or decrease (diminuendo). Volume affects the mood and message of the music. A solo voice or voices in combination sung with or without musical accompaniment. A good vocalist has an attitude and a style that conveys and enhances the mood and message of the song. The political and social awareness conveyed in the lyrics; the emotional reactions elicited by the instrumentation and the sounds.



IMAGE Adapted from Seeing and Believing: How to Teach Media Literacy. Ellen Kreuger, Mary T. Christel



Framing



The borders of an image and inner frames within the image that focus attention on a particular space, object, or person.



Placement



The subject of the image and the relationship between the subject and the people / objects in the image; the relationship between the subject and the camera (the distance between the subject and camera; the camera angle). Titles, captions, labels, arrows, numbers, text boxes, map keys, cutaways, cross-sections, or enlargements that explain information or support a claim. A symbol can be any object that represents something greater than itself. The intensity and effect of light; who or what is highlighted. The palette and intensity of colors in the image. The mood, based on the combination of light, darkness, and color. The central idea or conclusion stated or suggested by the image; the questions raised. What the artist or photographer wants viewers to think about, to feel, and/or to do.



Graphic Devices and Symbols Lighting and Color Message



FILM Camera Shots Camera Angles Movement Sound Design Message



The use of long, medium, and close-up shots to establish the connections and disconnections between characters in the film and between film characters and film viewers. The ways in which low-, high-, eye-level, and tilted camera angles influence a film viewer’s interpretation of characters, sets, and/or action. The ways in which camera pans, tilts, zooms, etc., and editing techniques such as cuts, fades, and dissolves, contribute to the tempo and style of a shot sequence or scene. This can include vocal dialogue and voiceover narration, as well as environmental sounds, sound effects, and/or music that intensify the action. Silence in film reinforces the importance of images. The theme or central idea about life, society, or human nature conveyed through a dramatic or subtle combination of repeated visual images, objects, colors, and sounds.
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