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Bartlesville Public School District’s Weekly Email Newsletter



The Bruin



Volume 8, Number 12...Friday, November 1, 2013...www.bps-ok.org BPSD kicks off coat drive



Bartlesville Police Department K-9 Officer Newell speaks with students during a Red Ribbon Week assembly on Wednesday at Wilson Elementary School. Newell is accompanied by his K-9 partner, Apollo. Also pictured, BPD K-9 Officer Ward (left), and School Resource Officer Bullen (right).



Red Ribbon Week celebrated throughout BPSD



Red Ribbon Week was celebrated throughout the Bartlesville Public School District October 23 through October 31. The annual event is held nationwide and seeks to prevent drug abuse among the nation’s youth. First held in 1988, the event was created in honor of U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration Agent, Enrique Camarena, who was killed by drug violence in 1985 while



working in Mexico. Since its inception, the campaign has reached millions of students and their families throughout the United States. According to RedRibbon.org, the weeklong event “serves as a catalyst to mobilize communities to educate youth and encourage participation in drug prevention activities.” At schools throughout the district, various WEEK- Continued to page 7



As the temperature throughout Oklahoma drops during the winter months, it is important to have a coat that can keep you warm on frigid winter days. However, many cannot afford a coat, including many students within the Bartlesville Public School District. As a result, a community-wide coat drive is underway to help provide students in need with a warm coat for the winter months ahead. In its second year, the coat drive is led by Bartlesville Public School District’s H.A.N.D.S. (Helping Address the Needs of Displaced Students) Program Coordinator, Amanda Hendrix, and Family Support Coordinator, Christina Rigdon. The duo is coordinating the coat drive in conjunction with East Bartlesville Christian Church and OneWarmCoat.org. With the help of Hendrix and Rigdon, East Bartlesville Christian Church is collecting clean, gently used coats and jackets as part of the One Warm Coat community service project. Coats of all shapes and sizes are welcome. The goal of the coat drive is to distribute coats, free COAT- Continued to page 7



BPSF now accepting Educator Hall of Fame nominations



The Bartlesville Public School Foundation is now accepting nominations for the BPSF Educator Hall of Fame Class of 2014. In its fifth year, the Educator Hall of Fame seeks to recognize outstanding former Bartlesville Public School District educators that made a positive impact on students and the Bartlesville community. Last year’s inductees included Mort Cuplin, Carol Green and June Martin. If you know of a former BPSD educator that you feel deserves to be a member of the BPSF Educator Hall of Fame, you are encouraged to nominate that person for this prestigious honor. Nomination forms can be found



on the BPSF website at http://www.bps-ok.org/bpsfoundation/halloffame.htm. If you are unable to complete the online form, you can also submit a short excerpt describing the nominee’s employment history at BPSD and why the educator is worthy of Hall of Fame induction. All forms must be submitted to the BPSF office located at 1100 S. Jennings. The deadline to submit all nominations is Friday, November 22. Please visit the BPSF website at http://www.bps-ok.org/ bpsfoundation/index.htm if you have any questions. Inductees will be announced early next year.



‘Vocaldente’ to hold workshop with choir students



Special to The Bruin Ms. Tamara Walker, Bartlesville Mid-High School Choral Music Director, announced the Bartlesville Public School Foundation has awarded an Experts in Residence Program grant to the Bartlesville Mid-High School and Bartlesville High School Choral Music program to bring the acapella group Vocaldente to Bartlesville to workshop with the BHS Choir students. Ms. Walker thanks Connie Epperson, Youth Outreach Director for the Bartlesville Community Concert Association, for bringing Vocaldente to Bartlesville and helping to coordinate the workshop with the choir students. Vocaldente members started their careers in the Hannover (Germany) Boys Choir and the Hanover University of Music and Drama. In 2007 and 2008, the group won first prizes at several renowned international acapella competitions. The ensemble performs contemporary and modern music, as well as its own compositions, putting great emphasis on singing acoustically without technical aids or microphones. “What a great experience it will be for the Mid-High and High School Select Choirs to be taught by and work with a renowned, international, vocal



group,” says Ms. Walker. “In particular, I hope our Jazz Choir can incorporate some interesting vocal percussion techniques into their future repertoire,” says Bartlesville High School Choir Director Mrs. Margie Green. Billed as Germany’s most successful acapella band, Vocaldente will perform at the Bartlesville Community Center as part of the Bartlesville Community Concert Series on Wednesday, November 6 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are available at bartlesvillecommunitycenter.com or at the BCC Box Office. The 5 member group will hold a workshop at the BHS Fine Arts Center on Thursday, November 7 with all select choir students. They will also have an advanced small group workshop for the BHS Jazz Choir to work individually on vocal tone and vocal production. After a challenging and competitive audition, Mrs. Green announced the members of the 2013-2014 Bartlesville High School Jazz Choir. Composed of junior and senior Bartlesville High School students, BHS Jazz Choir is a talented group of choir students that learn and perform acapella music with complex harmonies. Jazz Choir is an extracurricular program with rehearsals outside of school hours and



the group performs at many community events and civic meetings in November and December. 2013-2014 BHS Jazz Choir members are First Sopranos Kaitlin Quinn and Katrina Randolph; Second Sopranos Kailyn Brown, Katie Gerth, and Julie Welch; First Altos Catherine Hine, Sarah Klawun, and Paige Park; Second Altos Hannah Gray and Amanda Hardy; First Tenors Ben Pauls and Micah Sartin; Second Tenors Thomas Dykstra and Hunter Turner; First Basses Christian Farnsworth and Kellen Watt; Second Basses Alex Evans and Ethan Martin. “Jazz Choir kids are very motivated choir members”, says Mrs. Green. “These kids are willing to work overtime with a demanding rehearsal and performance schedule. Each year, the students who audition for Jazz Choir, are the choir members dedicated to refining their vocal performance.” The BHS Jazz Choir will perform at scheduled Bartlesville Choir Concerts and to outside groups by appointment. Email GreenM@bps-ok. org for more information about scheduling a BHS Jazz Choir performance.



Langham to Simple Giving program seeks participate in to make an impact on BPSD MDA Lock-Up Special to The Bruin students The Simple Giving program is



Bartlesville Mid-High School Principal, Jason Langham, will be taking part in the Muscular Dystrophy Association Lock-Up on Thursday, November 7. Langham will be locked-up in “jail” and must raise funds to post his bail. His bail is set at $1,600. The goal of the event is to raise funds for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. All money raised will help fund research, medical assistance and summer camps for those affected by neuromuscular diseases. To contribute to Mr. Langham’s bail, please visit http://www2.mda.org/ site/TR/Lock-Up/77-759TulsaDistrict?pg=entry&fr_ id=7959. Please consider helping this great cause!



Now through November 11, customers at participating WalMart stores in Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, and parts of Kansas and Illinois will have the opportunity to donate personal care items like tissues, soap, shampoo, and deodorant at purple in-store donation bins to support children in their local community as part of Champions for Kids’ Simple Giving program. The donated items will be distributed to local children in the school district where each Wal-Mart store is located. Locally, the Bartlesville WalMart will be participating in the event. Christina Rigdon, Bartlesville Public School District Family Support Coordinator, will be distributing the supplies collected to BPSD students in need upon the completion of the drive.



a unique departure from the traditional “give at the register” model of charitable giving. Instead of asking people to donate money, Simple Giving provides an opportunity for people to give needed items directly to children in their own communities. The focus for November is on “personal care items,” and is supported by Unilever and Kleenex. “Our goal is to make it simple to help kids in your community,” said Blake Brandes, chief program officer for Champions for Kids. “Everyone is busy, which is why we wanted to give people a quick and fun way to provide care items for kids at instore donation bins at Wal-Mart. You know that your donations are helping locally, and it’s an easy way to give when you’re out shopping.”



JP receives donation from Jane Phillips Society Photo Special to The Bruin/The Jane Phillips Society recently provided Jane Phillips Elementary School with a generous monetary donation. The funds will be used to pay for school field trips and ensure each grade level at JP has the opportunity to enjoy field trips. Pictured from left to right, JP teachers Angie Brown, Jane Mackey, Jeanie Robertson, JP Principal Sandra Kent and Jane Phillips Society members Mary Jane Wyatt, Sandy Mason and Charlotte Hoppe.



BPSD Orchestra students excel at All-District Clinic



The Bartlesville Public School District had 52 students attend the Northeast Oklahoma All District String Orchestra Clinic on Saturday, October 26. Students were selected by audition to attend a clinic culminating in an evening concert featuring three orchestras. The clinic was held at Jenks High School and included students from Jenks, Bartlesville, Broken Arrow, Tulsa Union and Tulsa Public Schools. Below are the students that were honored at the clinic:



Top Chair Selections



Keely Laurence – 1st chair viola, 7th grade orchestra Arrturi DeBlieck – 1st chair cello, 7th grade orchestra Ashton Hayden – 2nd chair bass, 7th grade orchestra Allison Biddinger – 2nd chair violin 2, 8th and 9th grade orchestra Noah Eiden – 1st chair viola, 8th and 9th grade orchestra Ashley Raatz – 2nd chair cello, 8th and 9th grade orchestra Maverick Garza – 2nd chair bass, 8th and 9th grade orchestra



Cadet Orchestra (7th grade)



Violin 1 - Megan Talbot, Courtney Hodgson, Suzanne Yeabower, Aarya Ghonasgi, Abigail Barriga Violin 2 - Peihan Liu, Lauren Bell, Emma Shelly, Sam Anderson, Julia Fodor Violin Alternates - Avery Lee, Avery Boulanger Viola - Keely Laurence, Madeline Faria, Fernando Gomez Moran Cello - Arrturi DeBlieck, Olivia Galvez, Kaylee Garrett Cello Alternates - Eleanor Shephard, Carrina Marling Bass - Ashton Hayden, Tyler Myers



Intermediate Orchestra (8th and 9th Grade) Violin 1 - Akseli DeBlieck, Courtney Brendal, James Martinez, Vishnu Vasudevan, Markus Klawun Violin 2 - Allison Biddinger, Heather Clark, Katie McCollum, Pranoy Behar, Lydie Broom Violn Alternate - Abhinav Ayyappan, Rachel Brown Viola - Noah Eiden, Emma Claiborne, Maggie Giovannetti Viola Alternate - Gage Davis, Mae Glock Cello - Ashley Raatz, Greta Olsen, Hayley Davis Cello Alternate - Quinten Willcox, Lukas Cochran Bass - Maverick Garza, Keaton Allen



Advanced Orchestra (10th - 12th grade)



Violin 1 - Joel French, Gloria Tso, Naomi Wisner, Clara Gomez Moran, David Wiseman Violin 2 - Rebecca Wood, Qemar Gray, Kody Williams, Sebastian Brim, Spencer Sears Violin Alternate - Kalle Keene Viola - Avery Bennett, Xavier Chambers, Avery Carr Cello - Lucia Montiel, Kaycee Schaper Bass - Colby Cobbins, Victoria Curry



First-ever ConocoPhillips Bowl between Bartlesville, Ponca City set for tonight



Special to The Bruin ConocoPhillips announced that future varsity football match-ups between rival Bartlesville and Ponca City high schools will be known as the ConocoPhillips Bowl, to honor both communities’ ties to the company. The first-ever ConocoPhillips Bowl is scheduled to kick off at 7 p.m. on Friday night at Sullins Stadium on the Ponca City High School campus. After the game, there will be a brief ceremony and a traveling trophy will be presented to representatives of the winning squad. The trophy will include space in which the winning team – the Bartlesville Bruins or Ponca City Wildcats – can place their name as well as the year in which they were victorious. “ConocoPhillips has a common history in both



communities,” says BHS athletic director Tim Bart, “and I believe it makes sense to honor the company with the naming of this rivalry.” Bartlesville and Ponca City are rivals in District 6A-1 this year. While districts realign every other year, the Bruins and Wildcats typically play on an annual basis. Bartlesville is 4-4 overall this season with a 2-3 mark in district play. Ponca City is 0-8 overall with a 0-5 mark in district play. “We are proud of the fact that the rivalry between Bartlesville and Ponca City will now be known as the ConocoPhillips Bowl,” says ConocoPhillips’ Thad Friedman, director, Bartlesville Community Relations. “We look forward to great match-ups between the teams for years to come.”



LFYS application deadline approaching



In 2006, Barry and Karen Lowe announced the creation of the Lowe Family Young Scholars program. The program was created to help students from lower income families in the Bartlesville Public School District obtain a college degree. LFYS is a great opportunity for students in the BPSD. Since its inception in 2006, the program has helped many students throughout the BPSD. The first scholar graduated from Oklahoma State University in the Spring of 2011 with a degree in elementary education. To be eligible for the program, students must meet family financial criteria. Additionally, applicants must be enrolled in the Bartlesville Public School District and have attended a



school within the BPSD for a minimum of two years, with one of those years being fifth grade and have a minimum 96% attendance rate. Students must maintain a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or better, attend scholastic camps and workshops, work with a mentor, take the ACT, and attend quarterly meetings. This year, only current seventh grade students are eligible to apply. Other requirements may also be applicable for eligibility. The program has partnered with Oklahoma State University, Oklahoma Wesleyan University and Rogers State University. Qualifying students have their choice of which of the three schools they would like to attend. Parents are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity and help their child achieve a college educa-



tion.



For more information please contact Julie Pranger at Contact@ LoweYoungScholar.org or call 918766-6675 or visit www.loweyoungscholar.org. Applications can be picked up from the main offices of BPSD schools. You can then return the application to the main office or send it to the Bartlesville Public School District Education Service Center at 1100 S. Jennings to the attention of Chris Tanea. The application deadline is Friday, November 16. Students will be selected for the program by a committee which may include principals, teachers or counselors from the Bartlesville Public School District.



B’ville Symphony Orchestra hosts concert for fifth grade students



Special to The Bruin Igor Stravinsky’s “The FireOn Friday, October 11, bird.” Also on the program the Bartlesville Symphony was Oklahoma’s own Jerod Orchestra hosted fifth-grade Tate’s composition “Spider students from all over the Brings Fire,” narrated by area to the Bartlesville Maria Gus. Community Center for a Approximately 900 one-hour concert, “Fables students attended from: and Fairytales.” This Hoover Elementary, Jane concert was programmed Phillips Elementary, Kane Photo special to The Bruin/Students packed the Bartlesville specifically for fifth-grade Elementary, Ranch Heights Community Center for a special BSO performance on October 11. students in conjunction with Elementary, Wayside their classroom, art, and music teachers. The theme supple- Elementary, Wilson Elementary, Caney Valley Elementary, mented the students’ core curriculum in literature. Copan Elementary, Dewey Elementary, Nowata ElemenPrior to the concert, teachers accessed the BSO tary, Oklahoma Union Elementary, Osage Hills Elementary, website to find information, teaching ideas, and samples Pawhuska Elementary, Wesleyan Christian School, and of music selections from the concert. Historian Kay Little home school students. The buses arrived at 12:20 PM and presented a podcast of the history of fables, legends and the concert began at 12:45. fairytales to the students via YouTube. Schools submitted This concert was sponsored by ConocoPhillips and selected students’ artwork relating to the theme and these the Oklahoma Arts Council, helping the BSO to fulfill the pieces were displayed by the BSO. part of its mission dedicated to bringing music education to The concert program included musical selections every child in Washington County, fostering collaboration, from Edvard Grieg’s “Peer Gynt Suite,” William Bergsma’s and encouraging personal and community development, “Paul Bunyan Suite,” Richard Strauss’ “Don Quixote,” and creating harmony through music.



Bartlesville Regional United Way: Agency Feature



Samaritan helps man recover from depression



When John’s world came apart, Samaritan Counseling and Growth Center was there to help. John had a college education, a good job and a family. But when his wife of 23 years left him for another man, he began drinking, not going to work and withdrawing from his friends and family. He began to think about suicide, and one night he took a bottle of pills. But John woke up the next morning, and had a total breakdown. He ended up in the hospital. “When I started seeing my counselor, I hated my life,” John said. “I could not stand to look at myself in the mirror, all I saw was an old fat man. And my biggest fear was being alone for the rest of my life.” John’s counselor found ways to help him grieve the loss of his marriage, and together they also confronted abandonment issues he had struggled with since he was a child. Today, John is putting his life back together. He exercises regularly, goes to his church support group and has taken up a hobby. “I have come so far,” John said. “I realize it’s OK to be alone and make my own decisions. If not for Samaritan and my counselor I would have lost my job, I would have lost my home and I could be dead.” Samaritan Counseling and Growth Center, a United Way agency, helps many like John. It is named after the story of the Good Samaritan in the Bible, who helped the injured man in the road when others passed him by. The center expresses God’s love through promoting relational and emotional health and providing affordable psychotherapy to those in the Bartlesville area. The Samaritan Fund Counseling Subsidy, which receives United Way funding, allows those who are uninsured or underinsured to afford counseling services. Last year, a total of 3,994 hours of counseling was provided through this program. The Helping Hands Project, which also receives United Way funding, provides counseling to individuals over 18 years old who do not have the financial resources to pay the minimum fee for mental health assessments and short-term counseling.



“Having the disposable income to pay for behavioral health services is a primary obstacle to seeking help,” Executive Director Keith Sheffield said. “Having access to quality care is often limited by either not being insured or being underinsured. Our mission to provide access to quality care regardless of financial status or resources.” A separate program provides fee assistance to those ages 5-21 who cannot afford the minimum fees. The Washington County Child Guidance program, which receives United Way funding, provided 70 children with either 12 counseling sessions or a psychological evaluation. Children who otherwise would not receive services receive help that addresses behavioral health concerns or evaluations that may qualify them for special services under this program. Samaritan also hosts a cancer support group, which receives United Way funding. Led by a trained facilitator, the program provides help understanding the diagnoses, discussion of treatment options and a group of caring, understanding people to talk to about their cancer experiences. Cancer survivors are also invited to Camp Hope, a one day retreat held at Hopestone Wellness and Cancer Support Center in partnership with Samaritan and the Bartlesville Regional United Way. The participants were pampered with complimentary massages, beauty consultations and fun activities. The retreat also provides participants with a network of survivors and additional information about diagnosis and treatment. “Through the generous support of our donors, Samaritan Counseling & Growth Center is able to offer health, hope and healing to individuals, couples and families through quality counseling services,” Sheffield said. The Bartlesville Regional United Way’s Annual Campaign is underway. To find out how to contribute to Samaritan or other member agencies, contact the BRUW office at 918-336-1044, 415 S.E. Silas Street, Bartlesville, OK 74003 or visit www.bartlesvilleuw.org.



Scholarship workshop held for students Photo Special to The Bruin/On Tuesday, October 22, Cara CowanWatts, Cherokee Councilwoman (pictured in red), presented a workshop for Native American and other minority students on how to find and apply for financial aid and college scholarships. Students, parents, and counselors from Bartlesville and surrounding areas enjoyed refreshments while learning the ins and outs of applying for financial aid and scholarships. The event was sponsored by the Operation Eagle Indian Education Program and hosted by the Delaware Tribe of Indians. If students would like copies of the handouts from the presentation, please contact Monica Britt at 918-337-0130 or email [email protected].



events took place to promote a drugfree lifestyle. Red Ribbon Week bracelets were handed out at several schools. The Washington County Anti-Drug Network Coalition supplied bracelets at Jane Phillips Elementary School and Madison Middle School while PTOs provided bracelets at other school sites. Additionally, each BPSD elementary school held a Red Ribbon Week assembly to promote the drug-free message. The WEEK- Continued from page 1



elementary school assemblies were made possible through a generous partnership with Phillips 66. At each assembly, representatives from Phillips 66 and School Resource Officer Bullen, Officer Newell and Officer Ward of the Bartlesville Police Department spoke to students. They discussed the importance of being drug-free and the negative consequences of drug use. The highlight of each assembly was seeing the BPD’s K-9 Unit in action as Officer Newell and Officer Ward



of charge, directly to local children and young adults. The program is an easy way for you and your family to pass along coats and jackets that you no longer need. East Bartlesville Christian Church has made donating a coat simple. You can bring your clean, gently used coats and jackets to East Bartlesville Christian Church located at 3221 Tuxedo Boulevard, the Will Rogers Complex at 4620 E. Frank Phillips Boulevard, McAnaw Realtors at 515 Delaware, or the UPS Store at 414 SE Washington Boulevard from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 COAT- Continued from page 1



Vote for Nordic



Bartlesville High School senior football standout, Slade Nordic, is in the running for the 2013 Shelter Insurance Mr. Football Oklahoma award presented by Shelter Insurance and Vype Magazine. You are encouraged to log on to http://vype.com/oklahoma/2013/07/31/shelter-insurance-mr-football-oklahomapoll-is-now-open/ and vote for Nordic. Voting closes on November 30 and two finalists will then be named.



showed students the department’s three work dogs. Safe and Drug Free Schools Coordinator, Kerry Ickleberry said, “We never want to forget the importance of Red Ribbon Week. We never want to stop educating our students on how to make better choices and not use drugs. I'm very proud that our district takes time to emphasize the importance of not using drugs and other substances to our students.” For more information on Red Ribbon Week, please visit http://redribbon.org/.



p.m., today through Wednesday, November 20. Volunteers from EBCC will take care of the rest. All donated coats will be given to the Bartlesville Public School District for distribution to students in need. “Our goal is to collect as many coats as possible and help as many students as possible throughout the Bartlesville Public School District,” commented event organizer Amanda Hendrix. Please consider getting involved with this outstanding cause and help provide students in our community with a much needed winter coat!



Stellar Sites The Bartlesville Public School District offers a wide array of useful tools for students as well as parents. For some extra educational insight, give these web sites a look: PowerSchool http://www.bps-ok.org Click on the PowerSchool link toward the top of the home page. - Parents and legal guardians can check with office personnel at their student’s school to find out how to access PowerSchool. - Information on students - such as grades and attendance records available via PowerSchool. Study Island http://www.studyisland.com Use the “Member



Login.” - Student login information must be obtained from teachers. Facebook http://www.facebook.com/BartlesvillePublicSchools or http://www.facebook.com/BartlesvilleHighSchool - Everyone can keep up with what’s going on throughout the BPSD or at Bartlesville High School by becoming fans of these pages, which are updated regularly with news and events. Twitter https://twitter.com/#!/BPSDBruins - Keep up with the latest news and announcements from throughout the BPSD.



Bartlesville Public School District Activities (November 1 - November 7) Friday, November 1 -Central Mother’s Lunch -MMS PSG Luncheon (12 p.m.) -Wayside Costume Parade and fall parties -Varsity football @ Ponca City (7:30 p.m.) Saturday, November 2 -Junior high All-State Choir auditions @ Broken Arrow -Varsity swimming All-State Preview @ Jenks (12 p.m.) -Cross country State Meet @ Edmond -Bruin Brigade @ OBA State Marching Band Championships Sunday, November 3 (No events scheduled) Monday, November 4 -Junior high District Honor Choir Clinic @ Tulsa First Baptist Church -Hoover PTO meeting (6 p.m.) -JV football vs. Ponca City (6 p.m.) Tuesday, November 5 -Central Student Council meeting (7:45 a.m.) -Junior high District Honor Choir Clinic @ Tulsa First Baptist Church -Fall picture retakes @ Wilson



Wednesday, November 6 -Central PSG meeting (12 p.m.) -Kane Peaceful Warriors Thursday, November 7 -MMS NJHS Induction Ceremony @ MMS auditorium (7 p.m.) Editing, writing, design and photography by Chris Tanea, Bartlesville Public School District Community Relations Coordinator, unless otherwise noted



With the OBA State Marching Band Championships tomorrow at Union High School, the Bruin Brigade will not be able to travel to Ponca City for the varsity football game this evening. However, the band will be presenting their competition show entitled, “A New Era: Rise of the Machines” in its entirety tonight at Custer Stadium at 8:15 p.m. Those not already attending the football game are invited to attend the free show. The Bruin Brigade would like to wish the football team good luck as they take on the Ponca City Wildcats.
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