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The United Church of Christ in Florida



CELEBRATE florida OCTOBER – NOVEMBER 2016



Rev. McCallister to Keynote Fall Gathering “C



onnections” is the theme, and Connecticut Conference Associate Conference Minister for Leadership and Vitality Rev. Da Vita “Day” McCallister will be the keynote speaker at the Florida Conference Fall Gathering at First Congregational UCC/Sarasota October 21-22. R e v. M c Callister is a partner, mother, ordained minister, ent r e p r e n e u r, philanthropist, writer and advocate for marginalized communities. Her work includes leading the Racial Justice Ministry and the Clergy and Lay Excellence groups for the Connecticut Conference, and she has served in the national setting of the UCC with the Fund for Theological Education and in parish ministry. Day takes great pride in her spiritual heritage as the great granddaughter of the late Rev. Jesse Baldwin, a pastor in rural Florida for more than 65 years.



recall Day’s co-keynoting (with Rev. Elena Larssen) a four-part “prophetic conversation” on the idea of frontier, wilderness and border. It was nothing less than creative dynamite. Her keynote address for us is entitled “The Common Good” and based on the scripture 1 Corinthians 12: 4-7. It will explore:



 How do we work for the “common good” in a world that is



increasingly centered on individual accomplishments and personal satisfaction?



 What role does the church play in drawing our attention



outward and upward to engage the community and honor the earth?



 Who has the gifts to lead in turning toward one another and resisting the temptation to turn against each other?



 Who can gather the church? The annual meeting keynote will engage all of these questions and provide an opportunity for you to ask a few questions of your own. Come let us worship and reason together. For more information on the Fall Gathering, check out the Fall Gathering Brochure; to register click here. ...continued on page 2 October 11 is the deadline to register for the November election



Attendees at the Spring 2010 Gathering at Naples UCC will



A Richness of Opportunities Your Invitation to be Informed – Inspired – Transformed October 23 Randall Robertson (Gladdening Light) presentation on Joan of Arc, First Congregational Church/Winter Park (p 22)



October 1 Awakening the Dreamer: Changing the Dream Symposium, First United Church of Tampa (p 23) October 2 NAMI (National Alliance for Mental Health) program, Windermere Union UCC (p 9)



October 29 Film, “Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace,” North Port Community UCC (p 23)



October 2, 9, 16 John Dominic Crossan, Windermere Union Church (p 22)



November 9 Boundary education workshop, Hope UCC/Rockledge (p 6) 



October 5 Boundary education workshop, Church House/Orlando (p 6)



December 18 Randall Robertson (Gladdening Light) discussion of Father Richard Rohr, First Congregational Church/Winter Park (p 22)



Grief seminar, North Port Community UCC (p 22) October 21-22 Florida Conference Fall Gathering, First Congregational UCC/Sarasota (p 1)







January 23 Rev. Heidi Neumark, Shared Scholar Lecture, Sanibel Congregational UCC (p 23)
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For more about the election and your church, go to page 12



... from page 1 All Aboard! The Steel Wheels Will Perform at Fall Gathering Reception



I



f you enjoy bluegrass music, you’re in for a real treat at the Florida Conference 2016 Fall Gathering. The Steel Wheels will be performing in concert after the reception Friday evening, October 21, and admission is free for everyone registered for the Gathering. The Steel Wheels have captured audiences across the country with their heady brew of original soulful mountain music and their deep commitment to roots and community. Based in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, this dynamic four-piece string band marries old-time musical traditions with their own innovative sound and lifestyle, generating a truly magnetic revival. To listen to a sample of their music before the event, check out https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=-iEn0h3FEw8. For more samples and information about the group, please visit their website at http://www.thesteelwheels.com. If you want to take advantage of the discounted rates we’ve negotiated at the Hyatt Regency Sarasota and the Homewood Suites Sarasota for this event, you will need to have registered



by September 19 or September 26, respectively. We cannot guarantee the availability of rooms or prices after those dates when you’re reading this…but you can try! Register today!



Call for Resolutions



T



he Board of Directors of the Florida Conference is calling for resolutions for the 2016 Fall Gathering October 22 in Sarasota. The Board welcomes resolutions from churches, ministry teams, groups and committees in our Conference community. Resolutions should reflect your issues of concern regarding the kinds of initiatives and commitments that you would like the Florida Conference to embrace. Please download the letter for additional details: Resolutions letter.



Celebrate



from the Conference Church House Submissions Welcome Try out our Connections section in the bi-weekly e-Celebrate. Connections gives you the chance (yes, you need to take the initiative) to write a sentence or two about the kind of issue you want to address and reach out to persons of a like mind who will then have the opportunity to network with you for better ministry. This is hardly hi-tech and hardly complicated. Think of it as personal ads for mission advancement. Send your Connections to Dave Cyril at [email protected] and we’ll include it in an upcoming issue. After that, it’s up to you to create your network and bring it to life. If you do, you’re free to contact regional staff, and we’ll do our best to resource you for active ministry where you live.



Music Director Sought



FLORIDA



Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park is seeking a new parttime music director. For details about the position and/or to apply, please click here.



Published by



fl o r i d a c o n f e r e n c e



United Church of Christ 9300 University Boulevard, Orlando, FL 32817 (407) 835-7501 / (800) 432-8311 www.uccfla.org • E-mail: [email protected] Conference Minister: Rev. John Vertigan Editor: Rick Carson Associate Editor: Tom Mitchell Graphic Design /Layout Sharon Bond / [email protected]
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Words of wisdon from Pilgrim Congregational UCC/St. Petersburg
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Conference Church House Joyously Celebrated, Dedicated by Rick Carson Editor he Florida Conference Church House dedication took place on Saturday, August 6, at the 9300 University Boulevard property. The afternoon celebration was preceded by an informal lunch, which included members of the former University Congregational Church — whose legacy gift of the property and building made the Church House possible — and Friends of the Conference. Conference Minister Rev. John Vertigan thanked the Friends of the Conference for their financial support, Interim Conference Minister Rev. Dr. Davida Fay Crabtree recognized University Congregational and those of its former members who were present and Rev. Dr. Bill Wealand, who chaired the 9300 University Property Committee, shared some of the details of how the church building was “recycled” into the present Church House. The afternoon celebration began with gathering music, the Call to Worship by Rev. Dr. Bill Wealand and the opening song. Conference Minister Rev. John Vertigan then offered some appropriate recognitions and thanks, which included: Dr. Davida; Dr. Bill and Rev. John Allen (former Conference Treasurer) for their work on the 9300 Committee; Rev. Dr. Keith and Jeanne Haemmelmann (Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach) for that church’s financial and youth volunteer contribution to the landscaping of the Church House property; and landscaper Jessica Wright and her staff for their professional assistance. The dedication liturgy was led by Conference Moderator Dr. Phil Toal (First Congregational Church/Winter Park) in which he asked the assembled, “What hopes and dreams do you have for this place?” Spoken responses included: unity, example, fun, education, peace and extravagant welcome. The Conference Minister’s message “Act of Fearless Conversation” wove together four stories that included: a reference to a 19th century African missionary’s tale of “hope in the age of reason”; the prophet Jeremiah’s jailing for speaking the truth of impending disorder yet the promise that “things will return to normal”; the work done by teens to landscape the Church House property, planting seeds of hope as agents of change. The final story was how the Church House will be shared with the community, sending a welcoming message to all. There are plans for a community garden, a labyrinth, allowing the nearby University of Central Florida to cut a nature trail through the property’s wetlands and a community room to be shared with neighbors. Rev. John said someone had commented to him that he was “being unreasonable.” His reply, “I hope so.” After communion was shared, everyone gathered outside for a brief dedication of the peace pole, donated by Coral Isles Church/Tavernier. Additional thanks go to all others who participated in the dedication service and ceremony: Rev. Leslie Etheredge and Rev. Dr. Raymond Hargrove (Regional Ministers); Rev. Dr. Sheila Guillaume and Jeanne Haemmelmann (Regional Youth Ministers), Thaddeus Elliott (Plymouth Congregational Church/Miami), Rev. Barton Buchanan (Windermere Union Church), Dyanne Edds (Hope UCC/Rockledge), Amy Luek (First UCC/ Orlando), Michael Downs (Naples UCC); Worship musicians — Stuart Thomas, Phil Bracken-Tripp, Revs. Gaye and Glenn Bosley-Mitchell, David Kingery, Robyn Firth, Rev. Dr. Jean Simpson; Conference staff — David Cyril, Beth Shedden and Leigh McCaffrey.



T



Members of the former University Congregational Church were honored guests
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Conference Minister NEW



Dimensions Rev. John Vertigan Conference Minister



T



he Fall Gathering of the Florida Conference of the United Church of Christ is just around the corner and my attention has turned to the idea of the theme, “Connections,” and what it means for us here in the Sunshine state. I met with a clergy circle the other day and we talked together about achieving a work-life balance. I met some pastors for the first time even though I’ve been here 18 months; I learned things about people that I never would have guessed otherwise. The connection time was valuable, and I commend our authorized ministers to participation in the various clergy circles that meet around the state. I sat at dinner in the parish hall of one of our congregations and heard how isolated they feel at times because of their geographic location. They consider themselves a “country church,” and the folk I talked with lamented that there are no other UCC churches nearby. I used the “find a church” function on the UCC website and discovered 15 churches within a 35 miles radius of that one. There’s no need to feel isolated, and I commend to you the notion that relationships matter and are worth pursuing as we strive to be a covenant community. Someone noted to me, in conversation, that they saw two pastors who are not at all new to the Conference introducing themselves one to the other. The observer was taken aback



that two pastors of lengthy tenure in the Conference could have gone that long without meeting. What does this say about us as partners in ministry? Meanwhile, we are preparing to come together in celebration that God has claimed us as beloved, has invited us into community and has set before us a call to discipleship that demands more of us than any one can do alone. Indeed, we are invited to fulfill the covenant connections claimed in our decision to be part of the United Church of Christ. I’m reminded of the Salem Covenant dating all the way back to 1629 that says,  “We Covenant with the Lord and one with another; and do bind our selves in the presence of God, to walk together in all his waies, according as he is pleased to reveale himselfe unto us in his Blessed word of truth.” To walk together in all God’s ways … that’s our calling as the United Church of Christ as it comes to us and has been embodied by generations of our forebears. Not isolation, not lone ranger ministry, not anonymity save for the community where we are best known—but to walk together in all God’s ways. This means to connect and to stay connected, to covenant and to stay in covenant, to bind ourselves and to stay bound in the best and worst of times. We have an opportunity to begin anew and to connect at our Fall Gathering. If you are a regular attendee, perhaps you’ll bring a guest. If you’ve been gone awhile, come home. It will be good to see you, to welcome you and to bind ourselves to you in common cause for Jesus Christ. Be at peace, and be in touch, won’t you.



Moderator



A



by Phil Toal Member, First Congregational Church/Winter Park



s we approach our Fall Gathering this October, we are reminded of the extravagant welcome that is such an important part of the United Church of Christ. As each UCC church across our nation extends this welcome each week at the start of its worship service, the message is simple and to the point… that message being we are an open and welcoming faith community that extends our open arms to all who seek a worship community made up of individuals that are understanding, compassionate and giving. This extravagant welcome extends to the belief that we are as one in the body of Christ. This doctrine speaks to the UCC foundational belief and commitment to social justice in a world where justice is not always apparent. One may question the importance of such words and even more importantly the actions that go with this extravagant
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welcome. But for those that enter through the doors of a UCC church who come from faith backgrounds or churches in which that welcome is not extended, the importance is real. I have frequently heard the comments of those new to the UCC experience how surprised and encouraged by the universally accepting community that is demonstrated by the warmth and acceptance of its members. It is this loving and unconditional experience that truly speaks to the heart and life of Jesus Christ. The theme for this Fall Gathering is focused on celebrating this aspect of our faith and denomination. Last spring when the Board of Directors was considering themes for this Gathering, the thought was to highlight and celebrate one of the concepts that makes our church so very different from so many others: to emphasize the significance of that welcome and to remind ourselves that we are truly a community of believers committed to creating and living in a world for all people. I look forward to seeing and celebrating with you soon. God bless you.
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Conference The Insurance Board: What You Need to Know



A



n interview with Insurance Board Directors Conference Minister Rev. John Vertigan and Tom Mitchell, Associate Editor of Celebrate Florida.



Celebrate Florida: John and Tom, I understand you both serve as Directors on the Insurance Board. What’s that all about? John Vertigan: Well, the Insurance Board, the IB, is owned by the 38 Conferences of the UCC. Some of its Board members are UCC Conference Ministers. By virtue of my position I was asked to serve a year ago. Tom Mitchell: I, on the other hand, have a 30-year background in the insurance industry. A few years ago I was very active in the renewal process of my church’s policy. At that point I was asked to serve. CF: There’s plenty of insurance available to churches. Why put so much time and effort into this program?



time working for a business rather than in ministry. JV: Oh, but this is ministry. Proper protection for a congregation’s assets is good stewardship. Not only that, the IB is ecumenical. CF: How so? TM: Over the years we’ve been joined by the Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian Church USA and most recently the Alliance of Baptists. Any congregation from any of the four denominations can join the program. Several of the board members are from those other denominations. CF: One of you mentioned coverages for churches. Examples? TM: The Insurance Board offers a comprehensive suite of coverage unsurpassed by others including Custom Property, General Liability, Abusive Acts Liability, Pastoral Counseling Liability, Hired & Non-Owned Auto Liability and Directors & Officers Liability including Employment-Related Practices Liabilities such as sexual harassment, wrongful termination and discrimination. Other coverages include Employers’ Liability, Employee Benefits Liability, Cemetery Professional Liability, Crime (Employee Dishonesty), Advertising Liability and Copyright Infringement.



TM: True, but remember, despite Hermine we haven’t had a large hurricane since 2004. Insurance companies love Florida’s high wind storm rates when there are no losses. Let’s not forget what happens after the hurricane. Lots of non-renewals and huge price increases. The IB is here to stay and tries its best to keep prices stable. JV: Let me add something here. The IB was formed 30 years ago at a time when individual churches were having a tough time getting insurance coverage. By joining together, churches were able to go from no clout to having clout. And those who can remember the mid-‘80s can remember that lots of churches were cancelled mid-stream because insurance companies lost their appetite for church business. CF: So you’re saying this effort is purely defensive, in case we get a string of bad weather? JV: No, much more than that. Because the IB is owned by the UCC Conferences we really focus on providing the very best coverage for member churches, reflecting the often unique needs of churches. TM: As a retired insurance guy, I was amazed to discover the IB provides the best coverage not only to large churches but rather to all churches, even those in distressed circumstances. CF: Really? I thought insurance companies only sold insurance to those who don’t need it. JV: Here’s what sets the IB apart: the staff works with congregations to finds ways to provide coverage, not withhold it. Let’s face it — most churches don’t have spare cash. A large uncovered loss could be the death knell of a small congregation.



TM: A lot of the policy language fine tunes coverage to the unique needs of churches. But let’s face it — if I say any more on this issue your eyes will glaze over. I’ve seen it before. CF: Anything else? JV: You know, where the rubber meets the road is paying claims. I’ve met most of the claims people. They’re truly professional, work hard with our churches and pay claims fairly and promptly. Our customers — local churches all across the country— have indicated a 95%+ satisfaction rate with the customer service of the Insurance Board. My counsel to all our congregations is to measure carefully not only the cost of insurance from one provider to the next but the coverage and values involved when someone makes a quote to your insurance buyer. TM: If your congregation doesn’t have its insurance through the Insurance Board, you can ask for a proposal by calling 800/437-8830. CF: Thank you, guys. We’ll talk more about these issues again.



TM: In fact, the staff of the Insurance Board works with local churches to prevent the loss from happening in the first place. Not only does the website (www.insurance board.org) have tons of useful info, staff assistance is available by phone. CF: Still, I don’t usually think of a clergy person spending
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Conference More Boundary Education Scheduled



M



ore “Healthy Boundaries” workshops have been scheduled throughout the state. Participants will explore clergy boundaries and work through several case studies. Topics covered will include “Power and Vulnerability,” “Dual Relationships,” “The Pulpit” and “Personal Needs and Self-Care.” “Each topic spoke to the issues, temptations and experiences a pastor faces in their ministry,” one recent participant said. “I liked the way the lessons were broken into bite-sized, digestible pieces. It presented the issues of clergy boundaries more broadly, including areas of finances, gifts, preaching, leadership and authority.” Rev. Dr. Jean Simpson (member, First Congregational UCC/Sarasota) will facilitate these workshops, which count as one unit of boundary education. Cost is $35, which includes materials and light lunch. The workshops are scheduled: Wednesday, October 5, from 10am-2pm at the Florida Conference Church House at 9300 University Boulevard, Orlando, FL 32817 Register here Wednesday, November 9, from 10am-2pm at Hope UCC/Rockledge, 2555 Fiske Boulevard, Rockledge, FL 32955. For more information, contact Rev. Leigh McCaffrey in the Conference office (407/835-7501) or e-mail her at [email protected]. $ To pay the salaries and benefits of the Conference Minister, the Regional Ministers and the Support Staff



Report of the Budget and Finance Committee



$ To support events and resources provided by the Conference staff $ To provide conflict mediation to local churches $ To assist churches in searching for new ministers $ To maintain expectations and accountabilities for those authorized to serve churches as pastors



Amy Luek First UCC/Orlando Chair, Budget & Finance Committee



H



ave you included Per Capita and OCWM in your 2017 budget?



Some of you may be asking, “What is ‘Per Capita’?” Per Capita is a per member assessment paid to the Conference to support the infrastructure and programs of the Conference. For 2017 the assessment is $15 per member. How are the funds received used by the Conference?



C



lergy in a growing number of our Florida congregations have created blogs, which are discussion or information sites on the web offering posts on various topics. Here are a few of them you may wish to check out. If you know of others, contact Celebrate Florida ([email protected]) and we’ll include them in future issues. Rev. Dr. John Danner (Sanibel Congregational UCC): www. periwinkleponderings.blogspot.com/ Rev. Dr. Keith Haemmelmann (Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach): www.pagchurch.org/news/ pastors-blog/index.html
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$ And being a resource as invited, welcomed and needed when a church desires advice and counsel OCWM is Our Church’s Wider Mission. Did you know that 80 cents of every dollar contributed to OCWM stays in the Florida Conference to accomplish the above? And the 20 cents is sent to national UCC to support the many initiatives of the denomination: environmental ministries, disaster relief, 20 justice advocacy and so much more. Won’t you do your part to support the work of the Conference — work that is changing lives every day. Your financial support has an impact!



80



Rev. Dr. Wes Bixby (First Congregational UCC/Sarasota): www.gracetraces.blogspot.com/ Rev. Shawn Garvey (First Congregational Church/Winter Park): www.fccwp.org/blog/ Rev. Mike MacMillan (Faith UCC/Dunedin): www. faithuccdunedin.blogspot.com/2015/12/faith-uccs-new-blogsite.html United Church of Gainesville: (www.ucgainesville.org/ sample-page-2/) Rev. Jim Coyl (Pensacola Beach Community UCC): (www.Jamescoyl.com)             New Sacred – A United Church of Christ blog www. newsacred.org/
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Conference Mark Your Calendars for the Authorized Ministers Retreat Retreat Date: March 7-9 Location: Canterbury Retreat & Conference Center, Oviedo Retreat Leader: Rev. Elaine Blanchard — Actor, Author, Storyteller Retreat Theme: “Discovering, Nurturing, Empowering, Unleashing the Healer Within”



P



(A retreat program for authorized ministers active in the Florida Conference of the United Church of Christ)



lans are underway for the Third Annual Florida Conference Authorized Ministers Retreat, to be held at the lovely and refreshing Canterbury Retreat and Conference Center in Oviedo. Plenty of free time is built into the schedule for the important work of relaxing, reflecting and re-energizing ourselves. Learn more about Canterbury’s sacred space at CanterburyRetreat.org.



upcoming retreat, Elaine has plans! “The focus will be on having a good time, relaxing and connecting with each other AND deepening our awareness of how powerful our stories are,” she says. “When we tell a story, we connect with others. When we listen to a story, we connect with others. Stories break down the walls between us and build bridges of understanding, empathy and respect.”



Our keynote speaker will be author, actor and storyteller Rev. Elaine Blanchard, whose innovative work with storytelling has received national attention. Check out her website at ElaineBlanchard.com to learn more.



The retreat begins the afternoon of Tuesday, March 7, and continues until noon on Thursday, March 9. Mark your calendars now, and stay tuned for the registration form and more information!



When speaking of the



Don’t Miss This!    



Discovering Nurturing Empowering Unleashing



The story you have to tell.



Canterbury Retreat Center Oviedo, FL



Want more info? Call Donna 386-244-4336



2017 Florida Clergy Retreat Actor, Storyteller, and Author Elaine Blanchard is the keynote speaker for our 3rd annual clergy retreat. Our focus will be on relaxing, having a good time, connecting with each other AND deepening our awareness of how powerful our stories are.



March 7-9



Mark your calendar now!!



Why the 2017 Clergy Retreat Is Important to Me by Rev. Donna Cooney Pastor, UCC/St. Augustine



I



t’s never been about the topic presented or the popularity of the key-note speaker. For me the Annual Clergy Retreats are important because it is the one time during the year when I have a lot of time to spend time with my peers. I find nothing more edifying than the evening conversations where we swap stories, compare notes, share experiences, brainstorm and build relationships. Becoming familiar with who serves where, the different dynamics, challenges and passions among us — along with huge variety of ministries we offer — makes me feel grounded and part of a rich, diverse and holy experience which is much larger than myself. These prolific conversations…which continue around the large dining room tables, outdoors by the lake, on the path to the chapel, in the soft chairs of the lobby…carry me throughout the year. They are sources of inspiration, solutions to problems, surprising new friendships, springs of hope and refreshment. That’s why the 2017 Clergy Retreat is important to me.



Thanksgiving Blessings 7



Being Church Simple Worship Rev. Dr. Diane Langworthy Pastor, UCC/New Smyrna Beach e see the Spirit moving among us every Tuesday at Simple Worship. We share prayer concerns and joys. Each week I bring a simple object. I’ve brought things like a paper clip, a fossil, a tea bag… You’d be amazed by the odd things the Spirit nudges me to bring. We pass the object around in silent prayerful reflection. Then, when everyone has had a chance to hold and see the object, I ask, “What did this object say to you about God or the life of faith?” Invariably an inspiring array of insights bubble up among us. We do the same thing with our short Scripture reading. I read the passage twice, with a brief time of silent prayer and reflection.



W



Then (there is no preaching at this service) I ask, “What particularly touched your heart when you heard this Scripture?” And it is breathtaking what the Spirit leads us to understand. God does not mean for us to learn and grow in isolation. When the Body of Christ comes together what happens is a thing of beauty and we all grow. Together we are fed! From “Pastor’s Message” in September issue of The United Voice (the newsletter of the UCC/New Smyrna Beach)



Grant to Fort Lauderdale Church Supports Outreach Efforts



U



CC/Fort Lauderdale is excited to reveal the results of its recent sanctuary Chancel renovation. Last fall, the church was awarded a $30,000 grant from the Agnes Varis Trust in order to accommodate special community awareness and fundraising events/concerts that help support outreach programs.



children born to a Greek immigrant family, Varis was the first in her family to graduate college. Upon her death in August 2011, the Agnes Varis Charitable Trust was established to support her passion for women’s rights, the underprivileged, animal rights and the arts.



These programs include Ruth’s Ministry, which provides more than 6,000 meals per year to those in the community who are hungry. Other community outreach programs include supporting area youth with school supplies collections and partnering with Kids in Distress, Interfaith Services and Seafarer’s House in Port Everglades. Dr. Agnes Varis believed that phiRev. Patrick Rogers poses during the Chancel lanthropy uplifts both the individual and renovation the community. The youngest of eight



Four Months after the PULSE Shooting… by Rev. Leigh McCaffrey Pastor, First UCC/Orlando e still get them in the mail. Lumpy packages that spill out prayer flags and children’s art and prayer cards. Pictures of brothers and sisters all over the United Church of Christ making rainbow flags and writing on prayer walls and folding peace cranes. Heartfelt cards and letters and donations to be used “in whatever way will help the victims.” I still cry every time I go to the Post Office and see that we have a package or a box. We are in no way healed from the pain of the PULSE shooting, but healing has begun. The sheer volume of prayerful wishes for healing just washed over us at first, when the back of the church was filled with multi-colored wishes. But now, when the news cameras have gone and all of the victims have left the hospital, the fact that we are still remembered in the prayers of churches all over the country is even more powerful.



W
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Her vision for outreach to the community mirrors the UCC’s call to mission, especially in the areas of women’s rights and the underprivileged. “We are grateful to partner with her foundation to serve others,” said UCC/Fort Lauderdale Senior Pastor Rev. Patrick Rogers. “Now, with the chancel renovation, we will be able to better support the mission of this church through worship and the arts.” From e-Celebrate, August 3



We have invested the donations in the long-term health of the community: a social worker to listen to kids during Vacation Bible School and a grant to the Orlando Gay Chorus to help support outreach concerts that raise both money and awareness. We have packed away the peace cranes (sent from Evangelical UCC/Tell City, IN), hoping that we will not need to send them to victims of another mass casualty event. We are making plans to march in the local PRIDE parade, as we have for the last few years. Some of us still startle at fireworks or avoid crowds. Others are more focused on gun control or the political season. But however we are working this out, it is the prayers and the physical tokens of prayer that have been the Holy Spirit wind beneath our wings and a visible reminder of the covenant by which we are bound together.
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Being Church Mental Health Ministry Interest Group Forming



Into the Light–Help and Hope for Mental Illness



by Judy Johnson Member, UCC/St. Augustine hen I was 11 years old, I approached my pastor with the question, “I pray that my mother will be made well but nothing changes. Why is that?” My pastor, obviously young and inexperienced, replied, “Well, I suggest you pray harder.” Thus began my journey to understand how God and religion, specifically our churches, can respond to individuals with mental illness and their families. My journey has brought me to the United Church of Christ in Florida. I hope and plan to be instrumental in creating a regional, Conference-wide mental health ministry for our denomination. The shape of this ministry remains an open question, but I know it will include encouraging each Florida UCC congregation to pursue the adoption and implementation of the WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and Engaged for mental health) resolution as called for at the last General Synod of the UCC. The Mental Health Network, which is a subgroup of the national UCC, develops materials and programs to help our churches prepare to respond to persons with mental illness and their families in our churches and local communities; I serve on its Board of Directors. I know our program will include making available the mental health first aid courses to pastors and their congregations. I plan to provide consultation to pastors and congregations as they move forward in developing their own church ministry and in responding to persons with mental health needs in their midst. One in four people in this country is affected in some way by mental illness. This may be as common as debilitating depression and anxiety that will not cease or the heavy hitters of schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. Whatever the problem, whatever the needs, we know these folks are in our churches and communities. We are called to respond. If you have an interest in being a part of the regional mental health ministry or if you anticipate wanting our help in your local area, I encourage you to contact me, Judith (Judy) Johnson, LCSW, at [email protected] 573/803-7892 (104 Loyola Road, St. Augustine, FL 32086). I look forward to your input.



ur society seems to be exploding with violence, and much of it is caused by people struggling with mental illness. So often family and friends say they didn’t know where to get help for their loved ones.



W



O



With this in mind, Windermere Union UCC has for several years tried to spread the word on a great source of help for these individuals and their families. It is NAMI (the National Alliance for Mental Illness), the preeminent voice for those dealing with mental illness. On Sunday, October 2, from 4-5:30pm, Windermere Union Church will host its annual community–wide interfaith program to observe National Mental Illness Awareness week. This year’s program with the theme “United” will include an update on the programs created by NAMI on educating the public about mental illness and where the organization is today. Since it is believed that ten million adults in the United States suffer from mental illness, which is serious, and mental disorders are more common than cancer and heart disease combined, one of the main goals is to reduce the stigma that has so long existed about mental illness. There is help available and many resources of support from NAMI for those suffering from mental illness and for their families.



(www.windermere.org).



For more information, log onto NAMI’s Greater Orlando website (www.namigo. org), phone NAMI office at 407/253-1900 or visit Windermere Union Church’s website



This event is free and childcare will be available. There will be light refreshments before the program.



Cocoa Beach Community Church is hosting a fourpart presentation by the Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation on Tuesday mornings between October 11-November 1. Week 1 “Between Your Ears: Spotlight on Brain Fitness” Week 2 “Between Your Ears: Attention to Brain Concerns” Week 3 “Can-Do Caregiving” Week 4 “Memory Maintenance and Measurement”
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Being Church



T



hose in the pews at Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach who are or have been first responders were acknowledged, and 300 tea candles were lit to remember the 3,000 who died on that day 15 years ago. At Christ Congregational UCC/Miami, Pastor Rev. Dr. Steve Hudder led the assembled in a responsive prayer of God’s people remembering 9-11. Coral Gables Congregational UCC had “A Service of Remembrance, Hope and Unity” to prayerfully recall the great loss and sacrifice of that day and to pray for that time when God’s peace and justice fill the earth. Members of the Muslim community, local first-responders and others for whom the day has deep and lasting significance also participated. Later that afternoon CGCUCC was part of an interfaith service, “Out of Many, ONE,” held at the nearby Temple Judea, which commemorated the day with music, and prayer, featuring an interfaith chorus and clergy from the surrounding community.



The 9-11 tribute at Miami Shores Community Church involved the lighting of three candles during prayer time — a red candle for the firefighters who gave their lives, a blue candle for the police officers and military personnel who died in the line of duty and a white candle for the more than 2,500 civilian lives lost. The candles were surrounded by 2,996 slips of p a p e r, e a c h bearing the name of someone who died that morning. In remembrance of the 15th anniversary of September 11, Rev. Dianne Hudder (chaplain and member of Christ Congregational UCC/Miami) led a discussion on September 9 following a viewing of the film “In Our Son’s Name” at Miami Lakes Congregational Church. The film tells the story of Phyllis and Orlando Rodriguez whose comfortable life was shattered with the death of their son, Greg, who died with thousands of others at the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001. This intimate portrait is a story of love that challenges conventional ideas of justice and healing.



P



ensacola Beach Community UCC had a blessing of the backpacks at its service on August 14, praying for the safety and guidance of students in the new school year. During July and August, members of First Congregational UCC/ Sarasota collected school supplies — particularly small backpacks, pencils (yellow, #2), alcohol-free hand sanitizers, erasers and spiral notebooks — for a local elementary school. The July Special Mission Focus at Fort Myers Congregational UCC was filling backpacks for needy kids, realizing that even the most basic school supplies could cost $50 to upwards of $200. Church members either donated items from a supply list that was provided or donated cash to purchase them. A Back-Pack-Packing Party was held after worship on July 24 to get the backpacks ready for delivery in time for the early August start of school. Members and friends of First Congregational Church/Orange City collected school supplies during August. In past years the church had prepared individual school kits for indigent children, especially homeless children and those of migrant workers in Pierson. This year, after contacting Volusia County Public School personnel, the church learned that Orange City Elementary as well as Pierson Elementary had the largest populations of homeless and underprivileged students in the county, and these children were this year’s recipients.
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Mission Board member Ingrid Ringer, Orange City Elementary Principal Charles Bynam, Mission Board Helen Rosenthal, Church Staff Sharon Brown and Assistant Principal Andrea Hall pictured along with some of the wonderful children at Orange City Elementary.
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Being Church Pachamama Alliance at Faith UCC by Rosemary Randall Member, Faith UCC/Dunedin



P



achamama is a word that means “Mother Earth.” This word comes to us from the Alachuan indigenous people of the Ecuadorian Amazon rain forest. The deeper meaning of Pachamama is about the interconnectivity of the earth, sky, the universe, all space, all time, all people. The Pachamama Alliance is an international effort between the indigenous people of the Amazon rain forest and conscious, committed people of the modern world who are evolutionary activists joining together in our love for our sacred earth for our time and for future generations. The purpose of the alliance is about “building a critical mass of committed global citizens...to create a human presence on the planet that is environmentally sustainable, spiritually fulfilling, and socially just.” With a focus on environmental justice and the power of connection and collaboration in effecting change, Faith UCC/ Dunedin hosted a group from the Pachamama Alliance of Tampa Bay (PATB), Faith UCC members and other Florida concerned activists and community leaders in a two-day event on July 1617. Local leaders (Sharon Joy Kleitsch of The Connection Partners, Inc.) and PATB coordinators (Cher Tanner, Douglas Bonar and David Sinclair) along with the outreach leadership team of Jason Bayless and Roger Knoren from Pachamama headquarters in San Francisco engaged the attendees in working together for common goals and to lay a foundation for ongoing creative shared actions. Close to 70 persons from many parts of Florida–including Tampa Bay, Sarasota-Bradenton, Venice, Fort Myers and as far as Miami — joined in dialogue to share their passions in a discovery of ways we can collaborate and serve each other’s



efforts towards improving our environment and critical issues to promote systemic changes for the greater good of our communities and the world at large. A team of 15 Faith UCC members were among the participants and supporters for this event and played important roles in welcoming representatives from interfaith communities, local government, community activist groups and nonprofits. The Pachamama headquarters’ team of Jason Bayless and Roger Knorem tapped our wisdom about activism and engaged everyone in a Co-Active Leadership model — a fluid and flexible model of being together in action which harnesses the possibility of many, rather than relying on the power of one, in which all participants’ roles evolve and shift to suit the situation. Through the training from this Co-Active leadership model, we began to learn and experience what it means to join our creative energies and passions to bring forth together “the more beautiful world our hearts know is possible.” As host for the events of “Awakening the Dreamer Symposium” in April, the Game Changer Intensive seven-week online course following and the two Pachamama July days, Faith UCC is fast becoming recognized as a center for hospitality and leadership in community involvement towards ecojustice, collaboration and the strength and power of coming together to create a better world. From The Open Door, August 2016, newsletter of Faith UCC/Dunedin



Welcoming Refugees



O



n the afternoon of September 25, members of the United Church in Tallahassee helped to welcome some 50 refugees who have settled in the city as part of “Welcoming America: Building a Nation of Neighbors,” which is a program of the U.S. Office of Refugee Resettlement. The refugees – most from the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Middle East and many of whom are Christian – have been settled by the International Rescue Committee with assistance from the state Department of Children and Families. Church members provided transportation to and from the luncheon, brought dishes to share (in addition to hot dogs and hamburgers and refreshments donated by UCT). Members of the Florida Department of Children and Families helped with transportation, set-up, and clean-up, and all importantly brought the dessert.
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...from page 1 Suggested Election Campaign Guidelines for Your Church by Rev. Kim Wells Pastor, Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg



T



he Advisors at Lakewood UCC (the church’s governing board) created a document offering guidelines for appropriate interaction during the election season. They consulted Americans United for the Separation of Church and State and a lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union. The statement was discussed over the course of several months. There were some things that went on in church that were problematic, which led to the creation of the guidelines: someone making an announcement during the service offering to provide yard signs and materials about a particular candidate, someone wearing a button for a candidate while serving communion. As a result, the Advisors decided to create some guidelines so that the congregation is informed. For your possible assistance, here are those guidelines.  Election Season Guidelines



The Advisors have created a statement offering guidelines for engaging in conversation and political discourse during the election season within the context of the church. The statement is posted on the church website and on the bulletin board. Everyone is encouraged to read the statement and respect the suggestions provided that apply to the context of the LUCC congregation. Separation of Church and State



Political Campaigns According to the Americans United for the Separation of Church and State website (https://au.org/issues/churches-and-politics): Religious groups have the right to speak out on political and social issues. Federal law, however, prohibits most tax-exempt bodies, including houses of worship, from intervening in elections by endorsing or opposing candidates for public office. Churches are not political action committees and should not act like them. Religious leaders should abide by the law and refrain from turning their congregations into cogs in a political machine. Under the link to the Project Fair Play webpage and Get the Facts section of this website, an educational outreach effort of Americans United for Separation of Church and State, more detailed information is available about the law and how to be in compliance with it (http://projectfairplay.org/). Specifically churches are not allowed to act as political organizations and advocate for a specific candidate. Federal tax law is clear: Houses of worship and other non-profit groups may not endorse or oppose candidates for public office. The Internal Revenue Service vigorously enforces this provision of the IRS Code. Under the Frequently Asked Questions section of this website we find even more specific information: (http://
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projectfairplay.org/)  What types of activities are prohibited under the IRS Code? Church endorsements of candidates and statements of opposition to candidates are strictly forbidden and can result in revocation of a church’s tax-exempt status. (However, clergy may endorse candidates as individuals in forums outside the church or work on behalf of candidates during their personal time.) In addition, churches may not contribute money to candidates, solicit contributions on their behalf or donate to candidates’ political action committees. Churches may not set up their own PACs. What constitutes an endorsement or opposition to a candidate? Prohibited activities may include letters of endorsement or opposition printed on church letterhead, church-sponsored distribution of campaign literature, pastors advising congregants to vote for or against candidates from the pulpit, the display of campaign signs on church property and other activities that could be construed as endorsing or opposing a candidate. Many types of political activities are however allowable and are also listed on this website to include: • • • • • 



Voter registration drives Driving people to the polls Sponsor non-partisan candidate forums Taking stands on political and social issues Non-biased voter guides LUCC Position and Guidelines (Spring 2016)



As a Peace and Justice and Open and Affirming congregation, our greatest desire is to be respectful of and welcoming to all people regardless of political beliefs. With these values in mind, the LUCC Advisors have developed this statement to support and act in accord with the law and the AU Separation of Church and State position. LUCC leadership will refrain from any and all illegal partisan political activities as described on their webpage and summarized here. In addition out of respect for the law, in support of the ethics of respect, fairness, and care for others, and in accord with the values of our church and faith, the church/congregation requests that when representing LUCC in a leadership capacity, we refrain from overtly endorsing or opposing a political candidate. Of course as individual and independent citizens and voters, we are all free to advocate for any political candidate or party of our choice by posting bumper stickers on cars, wearing buttons or T-shirts, and communicating our political preferences in other ways. However, in the spirit of inclusion and to wholeheartedly welcome all others, when in any leadership capacity as a member of our church, all of us are asked to put our political candidate messages aside.
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CALENDAR



Check uccfla.org for updates and watch for e-Celebrate messages October 1



Awakening the Dreamer: Changing the Dream Symposium, First United Church of Tampa Rummage Sale and Flea Market, Spring Hill UCC



October 2



CM Rev. John Vertigan and RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Christ’s Promise/ Auburndale World Communion Sunday/Neighbors in Need, special mission offering NAMI (National Alliance for Mental Illness), program at Windermere Union UCC



October 4



RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, First Congregational Church/Winter Park



October 5



Boundary education workshop, Church House/Orlando RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Chapel on the Hill/Seminole



October 8



RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, Southeast Region Church & Ministry Committee meeting, UCC/Fort Lauderdale Filipino Choral Ensemble of South Florida, UCC/Fort Lauderdale Church-wide yard sale, United Church in Tallahassee



October 9



CM Rev. John Vertigan, Riverside UCC/ Jacksonville RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Sanibel Congregational UCC RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, Community Church of Vero Beach Hat Trick with Treble in Paradise Concert, First Congregational UCC/Lake Helen 



October 13



RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, meeting with Haiti missionaries, Church House/Orlando



October 14-15



Yard sale, First United Church of Tampa



October 15



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Florida UCC Women Retreat, “In the Company of Women,” South Shore UCC/Sun City Center Fall Music Concert, UCC/New Smyrna Beach



October 16



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Faith UCC/ Dunedin RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, First Congregational Church/Orange City 60th anniversary celebration, Christ Congregational UCC/Miami



October 18



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Community of Practice (online)



October 19



CM Rev. John Vertigan, Pulse shooting national UCC response debriefing (teleconference)



October 21



Conference Budget & Finance Committee, Legacy Committee and Board of Directors meetings, First Congregational UCC/Sarasota



October 21-22



Fall Gathering of the Florida Conference, First Congregational UCC/Sarasota Semi-annual rummage and bake sale, CrossRoads Community UCC/Melbourne



October 23



CM Rev. John Vertigan, Union Congregational Church/Holly Hill RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, South Shore UCC/Sun City Center RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, United Church of Gainesville 3rd annual Oktoberfest, Faith UCC/Dunedin



October 26



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Mid-FL clergy group, New Port Richey



October 29



Fall Festival, Altamonte Chapel Community UCC/Altamonte Springs



October 30



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Lighthouse UCC/Naples



November 5



Grief seminar, North Port Community UCC Artisan Market, United Church in Tallahassee



November 6



CM Rev. John Vertigan, First Congregational Church/Lake Worth RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Emmanuel UCC/Sebring



November 8



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Community of Practice (online)



November 9



Boundary education workshop, Hope UCC/ Rockledge



November 10-11



Rummage sale, North Port Community UCC



November 13



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, First Congregational Church/Winter Park Annual Art & Craft Fair, First Congregational Church/Winter Park



November 15



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Western Region Church & Ministry Committee meeting, First United Church of Tampa



November 19



RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, Southeast Region Church & Ministry Committee meeting, UCC/Fort Lauderdale Holiday Christmas Bazaar, First Congregational UCC/Sarasota



November 20



CM Rev. John Vertigan, New Vision UCC/ Yulee



November 21



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Pensacola Beach Community Church



November 22



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, First UCC/ Orlando



November 27



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, church in discernment with UCC/Fort Walton Beach



November 28-30



CM Rev. John Vertigan, Council of Conference Ministers, San Antonio, TX



November 28-December 3



RM Revs. Leslie Etheredge and Raymond Hargrove, Authorized Ministry in the 21st Century/MESA, San Antonio, TX



December 1-2



CM Rev. John Vertigan, World AIDS Day, Arlington Congregational Church/ Jacksonville



December 2-3



Christmas Bazaar and Cookie Walk, Spring Hill UCC



December 3



Jason & DeMarco Christmas Concert, UCC/Fort Lauderdale



December 4



CM Rev. John Vertigan and RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Chapel on the Hill UCC/ Seminole



December 10



All-German Christmas service, North Port Community UCC



December 11



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, North Port Community UCC RM Rev. Raymond Hargrove, Cocoa Beach Community Church Christmas Around the World Concert, First Congregational UCC/Lake Helen



December 13



RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Community of Practice (online) 



December 18



CM Rev. John Vertigan, Emmanuel UCC/ Sebring RM Rev. Leslie Etheredge, Faith UCC/ Dunedin
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Across Florida I



n “Across Florida” our intent is to share with you what is happening at our 90+ churches throughout the state. It is obvious from these entries that there is an exciting vibrancy evident within our congregations. This energy is making a decisive difference in the lives of congregation members and the communities in which they are located while also touching the lives of strangers in far away places. Through this sharing, you can learn about innovative ideas, creative outreach and stimulating ministry, some of which might be adapatable within your own congregation. See something that catches your eye or brings a smile to your face? If an idea sounds good and you’d like more information about what they’re doing, contact that church. We’ve singled out a few of these with the following bright ideas symbol that you might want to let shine in your own church.



Riverside UCC/Jacksonville went retro at its August 21 service with a back-to-the’70s theme. The sermon was titled “Peace in the Spirit,” and everyone enjoyed special music of the times. Many attendees had rummaged through their closets and bureaus for tie-dyed shirts, bell bottoms and peace necklaces. The Spiritual Formation and Care Team at Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park offered a healing service on Sunday, August 14. The regular worship service began as usual, and after the scripture reading Pastor Rev. Jen Daysa invited everyone to move to various stations set up around the perimeter of the sanctuary. A brochure was handed out that led participants through each of the stations. Harp player Bonnie Whitehurst accompanied the time of worship with beautiful music. A hush fell over the congregation as each person began their journey. Because the dog days of summer seemed an appropriate time, First UCC/Orlando offered a Paws and Prayers service on Sunday, August 14, at which time members and friends were invited to bring their furry friends to church (pet treats provided!). UCC/Fort Lauderdale member D e r r i c k Ry a n created a special tribute to the victims of the Orlando Pulse shooting using the prayer tree ribbons that had comprised the church’s memorial to the tragedy. Three were created Pastor Rev. Patrick Rogers (L) and with one donated Derrick Ryan (R) to the City of Orlando’s Historical Society, one to the local Stonewall Museum and one remaining in the church.
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Cocoa Beach Community Church took up the offer of Rev. Drew Willard (Pastor, UCC at The Villages) to share his storytelling skills at “Dinner and the Gospel” on Thursday evening, August 18. Rev. Drew crammed the best of the Gospel stories into a 45-minute presentation. The dinner donation of $8 per person was split between the cost of the meal and One Great Hour of Sharing. On October 23 First Congregational UCC/Sarasota will once again have its Gathering of the Waters services. Church members are invited to bring waters from one of their travels or snowbird summer residences as they name where they have been while the waters are poured into a common vessel. The congregation thus celebrates the ways their church is a sacred place where their lives converge. They’re doing another Trivia Night at Pensacola Beach Community UCC on October 14. Tables of eight will compete against one another to see who knows their trivia best. It’s $12.50 per person or $100 for a table, and it’s The Three Fs: food, fellowship and fun! The popular Community Church College sponsored by the South Shore UCC/Sun City Center (formerly known as United Community Church) is offering its fall semester beginning on October 10 and concluding on November 18. Included in the offerings are planned trips to “My Fair Lady” (Manatee Players), the Mount Dora Craft Fair, a backstage tour of the Tampa Bay Performing Arts Straz Center, the Florida Museum of Natural History (Gainesville), the Giraffe Ranch (Dade City), the Holy Land Experience (Orlando) and the Ford Edison Holiday Lights and Tour (Fort Myers). Rev. George Miller (Pastor, Emmanuel UCC/Sebring) ditched his clergy robes for a more colorful outfit when he played the role of Mr. Pinky in the Highlands Little Theatre’s recent production of “Hairspray.” The Northeast Florida World AIDS Day memorial service will be held at Arlington Congregational UCC/Jacksonville on December 1. Conference Minister Rev. John Vertigan will take part in the service answering the call for us to respond to persons with HIV/AIDS or survivors of those who have died with “faith, hope, and love.”  
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Across Florida Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg has chosen to be one of the three local congregations participating in “Creating Unbroken Circles of Caring,” a program to help seriously ill people maintain meaningful contact with their spiritual communities. North Port Community UCC is partnering with ECHO to support an intern program with a stipend and housing allowance for one month during 2016-17. ECHO is a worldwide agricultural support agency whose vision is “honoring God by empowering the undernourished with sustainable hunger solutions.” The recipient is Meg Robel, a Licensed Practical Nurse who has practical experience in Guinea-Bissau and Cambodia. She hopes to gain some hands-on experience with agriculture, with an overall goal of incorporating agriculture with medical care overseas. She will be interning in the Urban Garden on the Global Farm in North Fort Myers, the location of ECHO’s international headquarters. NPCUCC’s goal for the year ending February 2017 is about $650 but by the summer almost $200 had been raised. “Meg’s Money Jar” is placed on the refreshment table during Coffee Hour on the fourth (or last) Sunday of each month.



LGBTQ



The popular weekly Wednesday Live suppers and programs will be up and running again at First Congregational Church/ Winter Park beginning in mid-October. The first selections are: a showing of the documentary film “The Committee” about the Florida legislative committee of the ‘50s that sought to root out communist and homosexual teachers from state schools; “Exercise You Can Do Anytime, Anywhere”; creating “peace cranes” for a new church ministry; kids programs of crafts, games and computers plus a Bible lesson. First Congregational UCC/Lake Helen, in conjunction with musicians from Stetson University, is proud to present a series of five concerts. All concerts will take place at 3pm in the church sanctuary. Tickets are $10 each or $40 for the five concert series and may be purchased by contacting the church office at 386/218-5976. Here are the first two. • 



October 9 is “Hat Trick with Treble in Paradise.” The crazy, talented, hilarious young men from the all-male acapella group Hat Trick will perform a concert full of beautiful music coupled with endearing shenanigans. They will also team up with all female acapella group Treble in Paradise for an unforgettable afternoon of music and fun!



• 



December 11 is “Christmas Around the World,” a service and concert featuring music and holiday readings from a variety of cultures around the world; the concert will feature the First Congregational UCC choir and soloists from Stetson University.



Why It Matters That We Are Present for Come Out With Pride



S N A P S H OT S



The following is by Rev. Leigh McCaffrey from the “Pastor’s Page” in the September 15 weekly newsletter of First UCC/Orlando. The Crossroads Community UCC/Melbourne booth at Space Coast Pride on September 24



U



CC/Fort Lauderdale hosted the Florida Youth PRIDE Coalition with an all-ages game night on Friday, August 26, enjoying board games, fellowship and refreshments followed the next evening with a disco night fundraiser for adults at a local bar. Revs. Leigh McCaffrey (First UCC/Orlando), Shawn Garvey (First Congregational Church/Winter Park) and Barton Buchanan (Windermere Union Church) were among a small but very special group of central Florida clergy who were honored for their LGBTQ leadership at a special screening of the award-winning documentary, “For The Bible Tells Me So” on September 9. The screening was followed by a panel discussion and Q&A. The event was held at Valencia College with The Three Wise Guys (a rabbi, a reverend and an imam) of the “Good Religion Radio” program on WMFE.



I



know that some of you are made uncomfortable by gay pride events (even some of our gay members!). It seems like a lot of folderol over just one aspect of human personality. You may find all the glitter and body paint and feathers a bit much. But is it important--really important--that members of UCC churches be present and visible during Pride. Every year, there are people who are just beginning to accept who they are, who come to Pride. It’s a safe place in a world that seems even more scary this year than before. Most everyone at this event has been told at least once by a religious authority that they are damned. Some have been hearing it all their lives, from the pulpit and at the dinner table. When you have been told often enough that God hates you for who you are, you start to believe it. By being present at Pride, by being part of a group of churches, whose theology is different, who minister to different kinds of Christians, who worship in a variety of ways, we tell people that they are not going to hell, and that there is a place for them in the Kingdom of Heaven. Every year, someone (usually a young person), comes to me with tears streaming down their face and thanks me for being there, for saying by my presence that God could love even them. So I hope that you will join us on October 8 for this crazy, wacky, (just a little naughty) opportunity to bring God’s love into a hurting world. You don’t have to dance, or wear body paint or be fabulous. Just be you and be there, for God’s sake.
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Across Florida/Transitions Books



The Mermaid Chair by Sue Monk Kidd (Venice UCC)



The Son by Philipp Meyer and My Name is Lucy Barton by Elizabeth Strout (First Congregational Church/Winter Park) Original Blessing by Matthew Fox (Faith UCC/Dunedin) Before I Go to Sleep by S.J. Watson, A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman and Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton (Pass-aGrille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach) Grounded: Finding God in the World—A Spiritual Revolution by Diana Butler Bass (First United Church of Tampa) The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin (Lakewood UCC/ St. Petersburg) The Naked Now: Learning to See as the Mystics See by Richard Rohr (Christ Congregational UCC/Miami) Good News in Exile: Three Pastors Offer a Hopeful Vision of the Church by Martin Copenhaver, Anthony Robinson and William Willimon (Spring Hill UCC) Lights Out by Ted Koppel (Hope UCC/Rockledge) Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People by Nadia Bolz-Weber and The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. DuBois (Coral Gables Congregational UCC) The Will of God by Leslie D. Weatherhead (Chapel on the Hill UCC/ Seminole) Georgia by Dawn Tripp, Black and Blue by Anna Quindlen, Lila by Marilynne Robinson, Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle, The Wright Brothers by David McCullough and America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege and the Bridge to a New America by Jim Wallis (First Congregational UCC/Sarasota)



Jack Fielding, P, First Congregational Church/ Orange City, service concludes October 16 Vince Amlin, AP, United Church of Gainesville, service concluded September 18 Leigh McCaffrey, P, First UCC/Orlando, service concludes November 20 Robin LaBolt, INSTALL, Spring Hill UCC, January 8 Dawson Taylor, INSTALL, Naples UCC, January 29 Martin Lewis, EC, Chapel on the Hill UCC/ Seminole, October `16 Martin Lewis, ORD/INSTALL, Chapel on the Hill UCC/Seminole, December 4 Amy Rovell-Rixx, EC, United Church of Gainesville, October 23 Sara Martz, EC, Community Church of Vero Beach, October 9 Key: P (Pastor), SP (Senior Pastor), AP (Associate/ Assistant Pastor), DP (Designated Pastor), IN (Interim), p/t (Part Time), ORD (Ordination), INSTALL (Installation), EC (Ecclesiastical Council), PE (Pastor Emeritus),



PoC (Privilege of Call), R (Retired), LM (Licensed Minister), 4W (4-way Covenant), S (Supply), SS (Stated Supply), CH (Chaplain), CM (Commissioned Minister), C (Commissioning), ML (Ministerial Lead)



Discussion



Book of Jeremiah using Jeremiah: Daring to Hope in an Unstable World by Melissa Spoelstra (Pensacola Beach Community UCC) Book of Exodus (First Congregational UCC/Sarasota) Gospel of Mark and “How to Use Facebook to Share Your Church with Your Friends” (Christ Congregational UCC/Miami) Books of Acts, I & II Corinthians, Galatians and Romans (Altamonte Chapel Community UCC/Altamonte Springs)



Promise UCC/Auburndale will celebrate its 20th anniversary on October 2.



“The Mysterious Workings of the Adolescent Brain” (a TED Talk), “God’s Will” (PBS video), “The Trinity and Other Theological Conundrums,” “Hidden Inheritance: An Introduction to Heidi Neumark,” “God and Guns: A Theological Examination of Violence in America,” “Afterlife” and the Book of Galatians (Sanibel Congregational UCC)



Christ Congregational Church/Miami will have its 60th anniversary celebration on October 16.



“How to Approach Aging” (First Congregational Church/Winter Park) “Do Over: We All Need Second Chances” (UCC/Fort Lauderdale) “Religion of the Concrete Spirit: A Critical Concept for Our Time” (Coral Gables Congregational UCC) “Biblical Conflict Resolution” (North Port Community UCC) Arlington Congregational Church/Jacksonville is offering an online adult faith formation program from Darkwood Brew (http://darkwoodbrew.org/abrasive-grace/) on the theme, “Abrasive Grace.” The online portion allows for participants to interact via Facebook discussing the materials at their own pace as their schedules allow.
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South Shore UCC is the new name for United Community Church/Sun City Center. As Pastor Rev. Tim Shirley explains, for many years this church has functioned as a “community church,” that model working well in Sun City Center. In recent years, however, he feels “community church” has often been associated with more conservative and charismatic congregations. We wanted to better identify with the United Church of Christ and become a more regional body, he says, and South Shore United Church of Christ accomplishes both and they are “thrilled about our new direction”. UCC/Fort Lauderdale honored Rev. Dr. Garth Thompson on August 21 with a Pastor Emeritus Appreciation Day featuring tributes, singing, food and fellowship.
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Transitions Windermere Union Church Celebrates 100 Years of Blessings by Patsy Martin



E



veryone agrees a 100th Anniversary is quite an accomplishment deserving a very special celebration. And so it was for Windermere Union UCC on September 25 at the Ocoee Lakeshore Center in Ocoee. However, the momentous day began with the regular 10am Sunday service during which special music, including hymns from the last 100 years, was sung by the Praise Team, Music Director Kevin Harris and the congregation. Rev. Roger Benton Seidner, who was church Pastor from 1968-1988 and now is Minister Emeritus, spoke, and a slide show of church history was shown during the service.



played in the background as everyone enjoyed their meal. The long history leading up to this celebration goes back to approximately 1911 when early settlers met at the old school house on 7th Street in Windermere. Itinerate ministers served the congregation until 1916 when 11 people from various denominations organized the Union Church of Windermere. In 1924 a beautiful white sanctuary was dedicated at the corner of 5th Street and Oakdale Street. In 1957 after the United Church of Christ was formed as a new denomination, the Windermere Church became affiliated with it. However, after 83 years on Oakdale Street and with many additions having been made to the original small chapel, the growing church needed a larger sanctuary as well as a separate preschool building. The preschool was opened in 1959.



Among other exciting happenings at the church service was the presentation of the bronze statue sculpted by church Pastor, Rev. Barton Buchanan. This sculpture, years in The church bought the property on Park-Ridge Road in the making, is called the “Dance of Transcen2002 where it is presently located. After many delays, the dence” and depicts Jesus raising an arm to 11,000sqft. sanctuary and 5,900sqft preschool building the heavens holding a crown of thorns. It will were completed. On September 17, 2006, the 250 seat eventually be permanently displayed in a church held its first Sunday service. prominent place on the church grounds Above: Rev. Roger Benton Seidner At the celebration following the church Below: Enjoying the celebration of service at the Ocoee Lakeshore Center the 100th anniversary were binders of photographs and other R: memorabilia, even including minutes Portion of from board meetings of the church all sculpture the way back to 1916. before This was followed by a catered lunit was cheon from Olive Garden Restaurants bronzed with the benediction given by both Revs. Seidner and Buchanan. Popular music from the last 100 years was



Coral Gables UCC Installs Associate Pastor by Dr. Ron Morgan Director of Music Ministries Coral Gables Congregational UCC



A



gainst the backdrop of a giant Scrabble board, Coral Gables Congregational UCC celebrated its annual Spirit Sunday with the installation of Rev. Aaron Lauer as our new Associate Pastor for Emerging Generations. Sharing in the service were the pastors of our German and Spanish language congregations--who offered a tri-lingual reading of the Creation story — and Rev. Dr. Raymond Hargrove, Eastern Regional Minister of the Florida Conference. Our theme for the day was CONNECT, as our Scrabble board reminded us that through Jesus Christ, the WORD (John 1:14), we are connected to one another. During the processional hymn, “Wonderful Words of Life,” members of the congregation brought forward individual alphabet letters to fill our super-sized game board with words of connectivity: caring, nurture, worship, diversity, welcome, justice and family. The final word added to



the board by a high school student who was on Aaron’s search committee was “Aaron,” celebrating Aaron’s presence among us as a connective force in our youth programs and young adult ministries. Following our Spirit Sunday potluck luncheon, featuring Pastor Aaron’s favorite desert (cheesecake!), people gathered in our Chapel for rousing games of Scrabble led by one of our members who is a Scrabble champion. With Pastor Aaron’s official arrival among us, Spirit Sunday 2016 marked the beginning of a new ministry team and a newly-emerging, ever-evolving vision for Coral Gables UCC.
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Build It... and they will come S



pring Hill UCC is proud of all the work that has been done recently in its sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. And the best part is they have stayed under their budget of $30,000, which was approved by the congregation before the work was started. The improvements completed in Fellowship Hall include: new ceiling panels installed in the kitchen, hallways and library; chair rails added; popcorn ceiling removed and repaired with textured paint; new baseboards added where needed; new carpeting laid for the hall, library and office; installation of a laminate dance floor; new vinyl flooring in kitchen, hallways and serving room; 150 new chairs purchased; valances installed on all windows; sound absorption wall panels installed; new lighting with recessed light rings added to ceiling; electrical outlets were changed from 15 to 20 amp with added outlets where necessary and outlet covers replaced; an island added in kitchen; bar stools purchased for kitchen; new bookcases purchased for library. Miami Shores Community Church is in the midst of a $70,000 restoration project that will update the interior of its beautiful, Spanish-style sanctuary with fresh paint on the ceilings and walls and new flooring throughout. This current project is due for completion by October. Next on the agenda is painting the exterior of the building. 



At their Charter Sunday celebration on September 18, Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg included the dedication of their new Peace Pole.  A Peace Pole was first installed at LUCC in 1989 as part of the Just Peace process as the covenant to be a Just Peace Church included a commitment to erecting a Peace Pole. The original pole was restored about 10 years ago. This past spring, the congregation was asked to suggest languages to be included on the new one, donated to the church by the Uth family in memory of Knud Uth, a charter member of the church. The languages suggested were Spanish, Mandarin, Arabic and Hebrew, and the Uth family chose the additional four languages: English, Danish, German and Norwegian. During the dedication people from the church read thoughts, quotes and prayers for peace that they had written on white paper doves. The doves were then put in a special box that became a building block for peace at the opening ceremonies of Tampa Bay Interfaith Week. The pole was erected by Earl Waters and the new plantings around the pole were installed by Earl and Lucille Ruga.  
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UCC Women Florida UCC Women Upcoming Events Patsy McDowell, President Florida UCC Women Member, Church of the Open Door Congregational/Miami



G



reetings to my fellow members of the Florida United Church of Christ Women. Your Executive Board is busy planning our Annual Conference, which is scheduled for May 5-7, 2017 in Sebring. More information on that to come as we get closer to that date, but what we are concentrating on right at this moment is “In the Company of Women,” our one day retreat being held on October 15 in Sun City Center at South Shore UCC (formerly known as United Community Church). I will be reporting about it in the next issue about what a great time we had and what you will have missed if you were not in attendance. I hope you won’t just walk by the UCC Women’s table at the Conference Fall Gathering October 22 at First Congregational UCC/Sarasota. There will be information about all of our upcoming events and the “Reading for Renewal” list. This year’s Mission Study is on Domestic Violence. My, this year is flying by. With the coming of the New Year, the Regional Representatives are preparing for their annual meetings. Below is a list of dates and locations as they stand presently. When updated information



is available, we will be sure to let you know. Your attendance as a member of the regions, as well as the state, is needed and very much appreciated. Date Region Location January 21 



Southwest 



Mayflower UCC/Naples



January 28 



St. John’s 



UCC/New Smyrna Beach



February 4 (?) 



Gold Coast 



TBA



February 11 



Miami-Dade/Monroe 



Miami Shores Community Church



February 18 



Central East 



Hope UCC/Rockledge



February 25 



Central West 



TBA



If there are any questions about the information shared, please don’t hesitate to e-mail ([email protected]) or call me or your Regional Representative. Thank you, ladies, for all that you have done, are doing and will do for God.
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Disaster Response & Recovery Rev. Dr. Bill Wealand Coordinator, Disaster Response & Recovery Ministry



Responding to Hurricane Hermine



T



he Florida Conference had 50 flood clean-up bucket kits on hand when Hurricane Hermine hit. They have been distributed to families in Columbia and Suwanee Counties whose homes were flooded. Cindy Howell, our Regional Client Advocate on the staff of the Insurance Board, arranged for the IB to provide a grant of $2,500 with which to purchase the components to create an additional 50 flood buckets. The bucket and its contents provide a homeowner with the tools and supplies needed Clean-up Bucket to clean a flood- impacted Kits Needed area in their home.



C



alling all churches! Please send any Clean-Up Bucket Kits you may have to First UCC/ Ocala, 7171 S.W. State Road 200, Ocala, FL 34476 as soon as possible. Alternately, you may send cash donations to the Florida Conference at 9300 University Boulevard, Orlando, FL 32817. Each kit costs about $30 to assemble.



The long-term recovery for Hurricane Hermine, which



Following the recent storms and flooding, the Bucket Kits are urgently needed in Pasco County, as well as the Big Bend counties in the Florida Panhandle. Each kit includes a five-gallon bucket with resealable lid, various cleaning and disinfecting supplies, gloves, masks, trash bags and insect repellant. For additional details, please contact Rev. Dr. Bill Wealand at BWealand@ uccfla.org.
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is the primary area of our UCC Disaster Ministry, will begin as soon as the local communities impacted by the storm are prepared to house volunteers and provide supervision for them as they do repair and replacement work in the flood-damaged homes. A call for groups of volunteers will be made when they are ready. The first meeting of the Disaster Ministry Emotional and Spiritual Care Committee was held at the Conference Church House in Orlando on Wednesday, September 21. The committee is developing a proposal to be presented to the Conference Board of Directors that will define the standards for credentialing potential caregivers, providing training for them, announcing their availability to all county emergency managers in Florida and deploying them as needed. The caregivers will help survivors, victims’ families and friends, emergency responders and others cope with the stress and grief that frequently follows disasters’ impacts, both natural and human-caused.



U



nion Congregational Church/ Holly Hill hosted on August 2 the Florida VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster) annual meeting. Church members planned, prepared and served lunch to some 35-40 people who attended from across the state. Rev. Dr. Bill Wealand, Conference Disaster Response & Recovery Ministry Coordinator, Rev. Steve Heath and David Heald are all members of Union Church and leaders in the Conference disaster ministry.



Zoom out



P



ensacola Beach Community UCC organized a collection of gently used children’s clothing, new underwear and socks, shoes and rubber boots — and financial donations — for victims of the flooding in Louisiana. First UCC/Orlando received a special offering on September 18 to help our brothers and sisters in Louisiana and the Florida Panhandle and raised $148.
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Disaster Appeal for Disaster Relief Dear Church, Even as we watch storms develop in the Atlantic during this hurricane season and keep our fingers crossed that none becomes dangerous, our neighbors in Louisiana have been hit with catastrophic weather than compels our Christian outreach. Please read the following that comes from the Disaster Ministries office of the national setting: As devastating floodwaters continue to rise in Southeastern Louisiana, and rescues continue after torrential rain, United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries is calling for prayer for the people affected and monetary donations to help survivors in need of long-term recovery assistance. “Monetary donations provide the most effective, efficient and versatile form of support for disaster survivors,” said Zach Wolgemuth, executive for UCC Disaster Ministries. This historic disaster, with 30 inches of rain in three days, has left 11 people dead, damaged more than 40,000 homes, sent more than 8,000 people to find shelter, with rescues up over 30,000. President Obama has declared a state of emergency in Louisiana, and the American Red Cross said more than 1,000 of its disaster volunteers have been mobilized from across the United States to help with relief efforts. “Sadly this event is just one in a string of major disasters over the past 12 months, including but not limited to historic flooding in South Carolina, West Virginia, Texas, Oklahoma and now again in Louisiana,” said Wolgemuth. He is directing people who want to help to the Emergency USA fund. “UCC Disaster Ministries is well connected with the nation’s most trusted and reputable disaster response and recovery organizations,” Wolgemuth said. “We collaborate closely with organizations throughout the disaster response and recovery continuum, but our focus is on long-term recovery namely because, during this phase, the needs often exceed resources. I would encourage anyone who is interested in volunteering to strongly consider supporting our ongoing efforts to help communities recover.” A list of locations where volunteers are needed can be found here. The Rev. Mona Lopez, disaster assistance coordinator for the UCC South Central Conference, said that she hasn’t heard of any UCC churches in distress but is still working on communication with folks in the area. “We continue to monitor the situation,” Wolgemuth said, “and will do our best to update information on the Disaster Ministries website and the OGHS Facebook page.” From “Conference Call” by Rev. John Vertigan in e-Celebrate, August 30



North Port Community UCC will be offering its first all-German Christmas service on Saturday, December 10 at 3pm. Officiated by Pastor Rev. Attila Szemesi, the scriptures, message and hymns will all be in German. Everyone is invited to stay for fellowship following the service to appreciate each other’s company and enjoy German Christmas cookies. It is also a perfect time to use and practice your German knowledge! Share this info with your friends who may have an interest. How about German language students in area high schools or colleges? Please contact the church at 941/426-5580 or Pastor Attila at npcuccpastor@ verizon.net with any questions.
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Opportunities Windermere to Host Renowned Jesus Scholar



F



ollowing its centennial celebration, Windermere Union UCC will host John Dominic Crossan on three consecutive Sunday evenings—October 2, 9 and 16 — and all are invited to attend. This event is built on the theme of a bronze sculpture caved by Pastor Rev. Barton Buchanan and called “the Dance of Transcendence” depicting Jesus reaching to the heavens holding a crown of thorns. Crossan is generally regarded as the world’s leading scholar on the history of Jesus. He was born in Tipperary, Ireland, and did his Biblical and theological studies in the United States, Ireland, Rome and Jerusalem. He is a member of a thirteenth-century Roman Catholic religious order, was co-chair of the Jesus Seminar (1985-1996) and was a professor of religious studies at DePaul University/Chicago. He is the author of 27 books, which have been translated into 13 foreign languages, and is a frequent speaker throughout the world. One of his quotes that has gained popularity is the following: “My point once again is not that these ancient people told literal



R



andall Robertson, of Gladdening Light, will be at First Congregational Church/ Winter Park, on October 23, at 8:45a.m. He will lend insight to a teenage illiterate peasant privy to visions and voices in a country garden that implore her to rally the Armagnac people, overthrow British tyranny in battle and crown Charles VII king of all France. This look at Joan as a supremely tragic figure in history will lead to Gladdening Light’s November 18 and 19 performances of “Voices of Light: The Passion of Joan of Arc,” with the Bach Fest i v a l Society Choir & Orchestra at Knowles Memorial Chapel at Rollins College.



Grief Support Group



F



irst Congregational UCC/Sarasota has its Good Grief Group, which meets on the first Friday of the month at 10:30am in the church’s chapel. This is an open invitation to all who are struggling with the death of a loved one or changes in life or need a safe space to enter into God’s presence.



stories, and we are now smart enough to take them symbolically, but that they told them symbolically and we are now dumb enough to take them literally.” John Dominic Crossan can be quite challenging so come prepared to hear new insights and bring an open spirit--he will provoke thought. He will speak at the Windermere church at 7pm on October 2, 9 and 16; the church is located at 10710 Park Ridge-Gotha Road, Windermere, FL 34786. Crossan’s appearance was made possible by a matching grant from the Florida Conference Church Development Fund.



Father Richard Rohr to Visit



O



n December 18, at 11:30am, First Congregational Church/Winter Park will welcome Randall Robertson, of Gladdening Light, who will lead a discussion on Father Richard Rohr. Father Rohr is a Franciscan priest and founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation in Albuquerque, NM, and is a globally recognized ecumenical teacher bearing witness to the universal awakening within Christian mysticism and the Perennial Tradition. Gladdening Light will welcome Father Rohr to Winter Park as a keynote speaker for its annual Symposium, January 26-29. You are invited to attend this pre-symposium exploration of his life and work.
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L: Randall Robertson



Grief Seminar in North Port



O



n Saturday, November 5, North Port Community UCC is hosting its 2nd Annual Grief Seminar from 8:30am-3:30pm. Breakfast and lunch will be served, and the program is open to the public, clergy, funeral directors, social workers, Hospice personnel and each and every one who has suffered loss. Please call 941/426-5580 or contact the church at [email protected] for reservations and questions. Pastor Rev. Attila Szemesi may be contacted at [email protected] with further inquiries. 



The group gathers to support and care about each other when life takes twists and turns. All are welcome.
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Opportunities Shared Scholar Speaker Announced at Sanibel



A



consortium of faith communities on Sanibel and Captiva has announced plans for the 2017 Shared Scholar Lecture which will feature the Rev. Heidi Neumark. The program will be held at the Sanibel Congregational UCC on Monday, January 23 at 7:30pm. Pastor Neumark’s presentation will expand upon the story of her discovering her Jewish ancestry, which she has detailed in her book Hidden Inheritance: Family Secret, Memory and Faith. The lecture will be followed by a reception with Pastor Neumark. Pastor Neumark’s journey into her unimagined past has had lifechanging repercussions for her future. In Hidden Inheritance she combines personal narrative, social history, theology and Biblical reflection and interweaves them into a story that challenges the author’s identity, vocation and her theology. As this Lutheran pastor is shocked to uncover her Jewish roots and successive family loss and trauma through the Holocaust, readers are invited to consider for themselves how secrets, closeted identities and silence can shape their lives.  Heidi Neumark is an author, speaker and Lutheran pastor who has served congregations in the South Bronx and presently in Manhattan. Her experiences in congregational and community organizing in the Bronx led to a highly acclaimed book, Breathing Space: A Spiritual Journey in the South Bronx. In her present position, Pastor Neumark also serves as the executive director of a shelter for homeless LGBTQ youth. She holds an honorary doctorate of divinity from Muhlenberg College. She is married, has two



adult children and lives in New York City. In preparation for the Shared Scholar Lecture the Rev. Dr. John H. Danner, Senior Pastor of Sanibel Congregational UCC, will offer a two session course examining the background of Pastor Neumark’s book, Hidden Inheritance. The course will be held Wednesdays, November 30 and December 7, and will also feature guest speaker Steen Metz, a Holocaust survivor who was interred at Thieresenstadt. The course will be offered twice each Wednesday with identical sessions at 10am and 7:30pm. The Shared Scholar Committee is made up of representatives from five congregations on the islands: Bat Yam Temple of the Islands, Captiva Chapel-by-the-Sea, Saint Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church, Sanibel Christian Science Church and Sanibel Congregational UCC. Support for the series is provided by the participating congregations, a grant from the Leo Rosner Foundation and free will donations made by attendees. The course and the Shared Scholar Lecture are both open to the public.



Bonhoeffer Film to be Shown



N



orth Port Community UCC invites you to attend its Reformation Sunday Celebration Weekend. On Saturday, October 29, the movie telling the true story of love, courage and sacrifice “Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace” will be shown at 4pm. It will be followed by a catered dinner at 6pm in Fellowship Hall. Call for dinner reservations at 941/426-5580; the cost per person is $10.  The celebration continues at the Reformation Sunday service, October 30, at 10am, officiated by Rev. Attila Szemesi, highlighting the studying of a hero of the faith, other than Luther, from the pages of church history. Participate in this special service event in appreciation of our Protestant heritage.  Special music will be provided by the church’s new organist, Dr. Charles Wolf, and choir pieces under the direction of new choir director, Kimberly Campos.  Phone 941/4265580 or visit northportucc.org with any questions.



Saturday, October 1, 2016, from 12PM-5PM Check-in @ 11:30, Suggested Donation $15, but all welcome. Pot Luck Meal - bring dish to share.



PLEASE PRE-REGISTER: http://www.pachamama.org/workshop/3337/awakening-the-dreamerchanging-the-dream-symposium



SYMPOSIUM LOCATION: First United Church of Tampa 7308 E. Fowler Ave. Tampa, FL 33617 For Directions, call 813.988.4321 For Event Questions, call 727.432.9494



Event is Co-Sponsored by ‘The Bridge’
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I



n the August/September issue of Celebrate Florida, we asked if it was Time for Conversations on Race, Religion, Violence, Tolerance, Justice, Inequality, and we asked you to share with our Florida churches how you as a church family have, are now or are planning to have such conversations. Here is some of what we learned. We invite you to continue this conversation in upcoming issues of this e-magazine. Please let us hear from you at [email protected].



Time for Conversations... T



he Spiritual Formation Team at Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park invited church members to participate in its Fall Spiritual Formation series, “Embracing Interfaith Cooperation.” This is to be an exploration of what it means to live in a multi-faith world, engage in interfaith dialogue and honor the dignity and spiritual journeys of all people.  Beginning in September they kicked off the series with Tampa Bay Interfaith Week from September 18-25. Many events were held that week and church members were encouraged to attend at least two-three during that week as these were the immersion experiences or lectures that would help give their later conversations depth and shape.



Tampa; “Strategies for Non-Violent Communication” at the Unitarian Universalist Church/St. Petersburg; “Varieties of Dharmic Experience: A Buddhist Perspective” at the Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater; Erev Shabbat Service and Oneg, Shabbat Morning Worship and Torah Study, Selichot: Movie & Discussion, Havdalah and Selichot Service at Temple Beth-El/St. Petersburg; a Theater Workshop for Peace; “How to Make Faith Communities More Welcoming to the LGBT Community” at the St. Petersburg Quaker Meeting House; Rally for Peace, Lykes Park in Tampa; Taoist chanting at the Taoist Tai Chi Society/Fung Loy Kok Institute for Taoism (Taoist/Buddhist/Confucian) in St. Petersburg. In October, using the curriculum, Embracing Interfaith Cooperation by Eboo Patel, they will continue their exploration on Sunday afternoons. Dr. Patel is the Founder and President of Interfaith Youth Core (IFYC), and the author of Acts of Faith, Sacred Ground and Interfaith Leadership: A Primer. The hope is that faith leaders from various traditions will joining them for some of these conversations. The series will conclude on November 3 with a trip to Eckerd College for “An Evening with Eboo Patel.”



The events of Interfaith Week included: a panel discussion, “What is the Purpose of Life” at St. Mary Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church/St. Petersburg; “An Interfaith Vision of the Sunshine City” at Trinity Lutheran Church/St. Petersburg; “Neighbor to Neighbor: Interfaith Dialogue Workshop” at Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg; “Creating Accommodating Spaces for Diverse Religious Identities: An Interfaith Conversation” at Eckerd College; Mosque Open House at the Islamic Society of New



A



program addressing gun violence will be held after worship on October 16 at Coral Gables Congregational UCC featuring the Director of State Affairs for the Campaign to Keep Guns Off Campus.



A



s part of Tampa Bay Interfaith Week programs, Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg hosted a “Neighbor to Neighbor Interfaith Dialogue” on Tuesday, September 20. Using a process for listening and sharing developed by Pastor Rev. Kim Wells and Dr. Roy Kaplan, participants engaged in small, diverse group discussions about faith topics such as prayer, death, holidays and more.
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T



he Wisdom’s Daughters and the Outreach and Social Justice Board of the First Congregational Church/Winter Park joined together to offer an educational forum “Preventing Gun Violence.” The Sunday afternoon event on August 14 featured a speaker from the Gun Safety Committee of the League of Women Voters of Florida.



Let’s Hear From You



... about timely conversations that you’ve had in your church, or are planning to have. Please e-mail [email protected]



Building Bridges by Rev. John Vertigan Conference minister received this news from partners in the national setting of the United Church of Christ and wanted to pass it on to all of you in Florida. It is worth reading about; more, I hope you will consider this a call to action in your local community. Let me know how to help! The Building Bridges initiative invites all people across the wider church to build relationships between Christians and Muslims in local communities around the country. The one-church effort to extend the extravagant welcome of the United Church of Christ to all is building on a successful Pacific Northwest Conference Ramadan initiative, “Honoring Sacred Time,” which posted visible signs of welcome, solidarity and support for Muslim Americans in dozens of churches around Washington state. “This initiative is very much in line with the spirit of love and compassion that the gospel invites us to bear witness to. While we celebrate this bold, public witness, we also realize that Muslims in America live in fear all the time. It is going to take a concerted, collaborative effort on our part to shift the dialogue and engender feelings of trust, of love, and of mutual support across interfaith lines,” said UCC General Minister and President John C. Dorhauer. There are four simple actions individuals and congregations can do to get involved: Get educated about Islam, meet with your Muslim neighbors, offer a visible sign of solidarity and become an advocate. The Building Bridges webpage offers resources and ideas to help you get started. “I was very impressed to see General Minister John Dorhauer and PNW Conference Minister Mike Denton dedicate so much time and thought into conceiving and rolling out the ‘Honoring Sacred Time’ project. All I can think of are the thousands of American Muslim children growing up across our (Washington) state, and millions across our nation. When



I



they pass by a UCC church on the way to school or to soccer practice and see a sign publicly and vocally telling the public that American Muslims are our neighbors, it tells them that American Muslim children have the right to the same aspirations, hopes and dreams as every other young American. The responses from UCC churches across (the Pacific Northwest Conference) and beyond also really speaks to the values and the character of UCC leaders. They really are showing the country what it means to ‘do to others what you would have them do to you.,’ “ said Arsalan Bukhari, executive director for the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), Washington. Learn more here or at http://interfaith.uccpages.org/. From the “Conference Call” by Rev. John Vertigan in the August 3 e-Celebrate
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M



embers and friends of First United Church of Tampa participated in a vigil on the evening of June 2 to raise awareness for National Gun Violence Awareness Day. After a brief time of prayer, the group gathered in front of the church and all four corners of the nearby intersection to bring this important issue to the attention of people who drove by. The church posts the rising number of gun deaths in the country since the horrific murders in Newtown on a sign located in front of the church on a busy highway.



by Connie Larkman UCC News, August 22, 2016 s the United Church of Christ is preparing for the September 1 launch of the ‘White Privilege: Let’s Talk’ curriculum, the denomination’s General Minister and President is reaching out via video to members of the wider church, issuing members and congregations a personal invitation to make use of the resource. “White Privilege: Let’s Talk,” an adult education curriculum designed to invite members to engage in safe, meaningful, substantive and bold conversations on race, is written by five authors from different perspectives and walks of life. The Rev. John C. Dorhauer, one of the authors, has a doctoral degree in White Privilege, and previously taught a course on the subject at Eden Theological Seminary. He promised to create this curriculum as one of his first initiatives as General Minister and President, and noted that the “United Church of Christ, in its long history, has preached the hard truths about social justice to a world often unwilling and unready to hear those truths. When we preach the gospel faithfully, we often anger and disrupt the comfort people have grown accustomed to living with.” The five authors of the resource, outlined in the White Privilege media kit, can be heard speaking on the issue of privilege in a series of webinars delivered in partnership with the Center for Progressive Renewal, and accessible on the CPR website. Expressing pride in the denomination’s bold public voice, and praising the “voices to speak the truth and speak it boldly,” Dorhauer said it is time that the denomination has open conversation about privilege. “This is what we do, we live in the hard spaces, we live in the hard times, and sometimes we speak the hard truths -- but we do it all knowing we that honor the gospel of the Jesus Christ.” The UCC white privilege curriculum is available for download, free of charge, on the UCC Resources website at http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/White-Privilege-Curriculum.pdf



A



Let’s Hear From You



... about timely conversations that you’ve had in your church, or are planning to have. Please e-mail [email protected]
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Overcoming Evil with Good by Rev. Drew Willard Pastor, UCC at The Villages The 72 returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you.  Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Luke 10:17-20







A



bout 500 people gathered at Temple Shalom on July 19 for the second Interfaith Prayer Service for Peace. Once again, our dear friend Imam Abdurrahman Sykes was present to speak, affirming the Muslim community’s commitment to peace but also celebrating Temple Shalom for hosting this event. Certainly credit is due to the Temple’s spiritual leader Sheldon Skurow for his brave compassion. Notice the sun projected its light in the form of the Star of David on the wall behind Sheldon, as well as illuminating the eagle atop the US flag posted on the other side of the altar. These together accompanied the peace candle, lit by daughter Bernadette of this event’s coordinator, David O’Brien of St. Timothy Catholic Church. The next event took place on Tuesday, September 20, at New Covenant United Methodist Church in The Villages. This is significant because, like with Temple Shalom, there would have been tension among conservative members about hosting a Muslim imam to speak in their sanctuary. This is a big step forward towards understanding and peace.  A new ecumenical group, the Wildwood Clergy Coalition, is taking shape thanks to Pastor Michael Beck, interim pastor for Oxford United Methodist Church and Pastor Tony Jones of City Missions in Wildwood. The catalyst was a desire to respond to recent tragedies – particularly the unrest between police and African-American communities. This took place in the shape of a march on Sunday afternoon July 24. There was a lot of enthusiasm for this project with the active involvement of black and white Christian congregations as well as the Wildwood police department. In time, I hope to encourage collaborative work with our interfaith and farm-worker partners. This “Prayer Walk for Racial Peace” began at Wildwood City Hall and crossed SR 301 at CR44A and proceeded north on Martin Luther King Avenue for a 1.7 mile walk that ended at the intersection of Jackson Street and Terry Street. Speakers at the beginning included Sheila Ray Charles and Michael “Tony” Steptoe — husband and wife evangelist team who do a prison outreach ministry (by the way, Sheila is Ray Charles’ daughter). At the end of the walk, Deputy Chief Paul Valentino of the Wildwood Police department spoke as did I, paraphrasing Luke 10:17-20. The lectionary readings this summer have been about hospitality — or abuses of it. What seems to be suggested is that Jesus’ strategy for carrying the Gospel out into the world was through hospitality and being a good guest. They went two by two with no money bag, no knapsack, no extra sandals, but they brought the ability to heal, teach, pray, tell stories, and sing songs. They cast out evil spirits and created communities of faith. 



A prayer circle took place at a recent planning meeting of the Wildwood Clergy Coalition held at The City Ministries, Wildwood.
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Youth Ministry NYE 2016 Culminates after a Week of Faith, Fun in Florida by Anthony Moujaes UCC News, August 1, 2016



T



housands of young people are returning home after a week of education, fun, sun and worship during the United Church of Christ’s National Youth Event 2016, inspired to believe in faith, kindness and service. More than 3,000 attendees converged at Walt Disney World for five days from June 26 to June 30 in Lake Buena Vista, FL. 



said. “It’s easier to hide behind a screen than to talk to someone face to face.” 



This was an NYE unlike any other, as it marked the first time the event took place at a location other than a college campus, and the first that was co-hosted by the UCC and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).   Hadiqa Bashir’s keynote, as one of three teenagers to speak at NYE, underscored the importance of standing for what you believe in — even when faced with danger. Bashir’s life is threatened because of her stance against early marriages of children in her native Pakistan, but she still believes in change.  “I told my [family] I would fight a child marriage case against them in a court if they married me,” she explained to the crowd. “I did not want to live like a slave and get beaten like an animal.”  Bashir, a recipient of the Muhammad Ali Humanitarian Award, now  advocates for the right to education for young girls in Pakistan and around the world. She also speaks on the importance of protecting religious minorities and the LGBT community in Pakistan.  “I believe real change is when all girls can get an education, not forced into marriage,” she said.  Two other youth speakers took the stage during NYE. Innovator Trisha Prabu works to confront cyberbullying in adolescents, which led her to create ReThink — a tech product that stops cyberbullying. Prabu was recently named one of the 15 most influential teens on the planet by the London Times.  “I decided I wanted to be an upstander, not a bystander,” she



Florida Conference Youth Ministers Southeast Region Rev. Dr. Sheila Guillaume 561/686-0330
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Aidan Thomas Hornaday, who uses music to inspire those around him, spoke about the path of purpose he walks. He told the crowd to continually and relentlessly seek out those in need and help them. “If you give out of your passion it’s not a burn out, it’s a lifestyle. Why do anything besides what God meant you to be,” said Hornaday, who formed AidanCares, which raises awareness of non-profits and promotes giving to those organizations. “The least of these are everywhere,” Hornaday said. “That’s what I encourage you to be looking for.”  As part of the NYE service projects, youth and young adults went to a dozen Orlando-area nonprofit agencies or churches, sorting donations of food, clothing, furniture, and toiletries and Rebecca Bryan (Pass-a-Grille Beach helping with landscaping Community UCC/St. Pete Beach) doand painting. Others do- nates her locks of love nated their hair at the Locks of Love on-site salon, which will be used to create hairpieces for children who lose their hair during medical treatment. Recent NYE gatherings have used emerging technology; this year, attendees benefited from the launch of a smartphone application that let users keep up with schedules and event maps. This free application was downloaded by 76% (nearly 2,400 users) of the people in attendance and was used heavily throughout the event.  See and share photos from National Youth Event on Flickr, and download worship resources (liturgies, speaker names and song lists) as a PDF document.
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Florida UCC Teens “Believe”! 



W



ith its focus on “believe,” the National Youth Event involved an enthusiastic group of 119 youth and chaperones from the Florida Conference representing 12 churches. Herding the multitude were Youth Ministers Rev. Dr. Sheila Guillaume (Southeast) and Commissioned Minister Jeanne Haemmelmann (Gulf Coast) Over the period of the gathering, from June 26-30, the youth participated in workshops, service projects and worship. Five keynote speakers, all of whom were youth, shared their stories of inspiration and how they are making a difference in the world. Conference youth received flags made by the Southern California/Nevada Conference of the UCC in remembrance of the Pulse mass shooting in Orlando [see right]. Following worship when the flags were presented, Conference Minister Rev. John Vertigan led the Florida youth in a time of debriefing and reflection on how this has impacted them. The flags will be traveling around the Conference to be displayed at different churches. Jeanne worked coordinating the activities involving Conference youth, and Sheila led or co-facilitated two workshops. One was titled “Can You Feel the Beat?” featuring music that was shared by the youth partici- Standing together while remembering pants, followed by an in-depth discussion on the Pulse shooting issues surrounding social justice matters that they wanted to address. This included subjects such as equal rights for same gender loving people, fair treatment towards AfricanAmericans in the criminal justice system and ways to care for the environment. The youth demonstrated compassion about each of the issues they brought forth for discussion and engaged with one another respectfully. Another workshop was “The World is Scary: Love Anyway,” focusing on how our faith informs us in our efforts to overcome fears. In doing so, the worship highlighted scripture and historical figures that spoke to how it’s possible to overcome fears and to love into the call that God has for us to love one another. After all, peace begins with love! 



Youth Reflect



T



he National Youth Event impacted me significantly because I realized that no matter what age you are, you can make a difference. I used to think that being young I couldn’t make a positive impact on the world because nobody would listen to me. But after seeing these teens and hearing about their stories, I was empowered to make a difference. Now my aim is to help in my community and go on many volunteer trips throughout the year with my college to make a difference.   Julia Van Fleet, Naples UCC



W



hen I received the flags, I definitely felt my heart swell. The LGBT community is very important to me, and being bisexual myself, the Pulse shooting hit me very personally. I lost an acquaintance in the shooting, and to this day that still impacts me. As I was handed the flags, I felt intense pride. Standing up on stage brought tears to my eyes. I am very honored to have helped receive the flags on behalf of the Pulse victims, and our hearts go out to them every day.  Rebecca Bryan, Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach



Sharing Faith Across the Generations by Rev. Deb Kunkel Associate Pastor, Sanibel Congregational UCC had the pleasure of taking three of our youth to the National Youth Event the last week of August. This youth conference is held every four years by the United Church of Christ. Since 1980, it has centered on faith, leadership, service and social justice. This time, the event was held at Disney in Orlando, so our group didn’t have far to go. But youth groups traveled from as far away as Hawaii, and there was a group of invited guests from Germany. Days opened with worship, then were filled with workshops or service projects until we gathered again in the evening for music, the keynote speakers and closing worship for the day. On October 9 during the 10am service, the youth who attended will present their impressions of NYE using their unique talents and interests. I’ll leave the rest of the details for them to share at that time. What I do want to share is the energy from seeing all these young people sharing their faith and becoming ex-



I



cited to take on issues of social justice rather than withdrawing or being overwhelmed by the events of this summer. Most of the keynote speakers were also youth, and the music groups were formed by local colleges. What impressed me most was that having youth so prominent in the leadership sharing their experiences allowed other youth to connect and imagine how they might also become part of God’s work in the world. This year the theme was “Believe!” During both the opening and closing gatherings of the day, youth were invited to tweet their responses to questions that were then shown on the screens in the room. Again I was impressed by the level of theological depth of many of their answers. It reminded me that sharing faith across the generations isn’t just the older ones sharing with the younger ones; younger generations also need to share their faith with older generations. From Sanibel Light, the September newsletter of Sanibel Congregational UCC.
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Opportunities



New Smyrna Beach at UCC National Youth Event by Pam Hopper Youth Director, UCC/New Smyrna Beach



T



he UCC National Youth Event happens once every four years; this year it was hosted in Orlando and I knew we had to make it – the last two that have been held were in New England and Indiana (pretty much impossible for us to get to). The UCC also partnered with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), a sister denomination, to jointly host. As far as I could tell, we were the only group there to be members of both! The Event was focused on asking the teens to BELIEVE! Inspired by the scripture, Isaiah 43:19. “Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” The speakers and leaders asked our youth to envision God’s purpose and plan for their lives — “Can you perceive it?” Having explored our divine imagination, do we have the confidence and faith to believe? Believe … It is a charge, responsibility and call to action. The scripture Hebrews 11:1 captures the heart of this charge, “Now faith is the confidence that what we believe will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see.” They invited our amazing still speaking youth to believe in themselves as leaders of faith sharing in the infinite work of our Lord in a diverse world calling each of us to serve. The event could not have happened without the support of this congregation and the generosity of friends of the Teens in Action youth group. As always we appreciate this Church family for their spirit, prayers, financial help and for setting good examples for our youth to follow. Love to all and BELIEVE IN OUR YOUTH! They are amazing! From the September The United Voice, the newsletter of the UCC/New Smyrna Beach The entire article with reflections by the youth may be found at http://www.uccnsb. com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=57&Itemid=65 Learning to live like a refugee



A Thank You Message Jan Gomoll (Associate for Special Events and Board Administration in the Office of the Administrative Officer, UCC national offices) sent the following to Rev. Leigh McCaffrey, Pastor of First UCC/Orlando.



T



hank you so much for welcoming our National Youth Event participants to the First United Church of Christ in Orlando to write their notes to patients at the Orlando and Cleveland Veterans hospitals. The youth really enjoyed the service project and we all appreciated your hospitality. The highlight truly was your blessing of the notes and cards! Many thanks also for your wonderful mission and ministry on behalf of the United Church of Christ and the wider community.



Florida youth excited to be part of the National Youth Event — Believe!



All my best wishes to you and your church family.
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Youth Credit Magnus Aronson/WCC



Syrian Refugee Accompaniment Video Contest  Youth in Grades 9-12 Can Win a Scholarship



T



he world today has more refugees and internally displaced people than at any time since World War II. Be part of the United Church of Christ’s “Our StillSpeaking Voice” initiative that will highlight ministries with Syrian refugees. “Our StillSpeaking Voice” is a monthly issues-oriented multimedia initiative created to amplify the bold public voice of the UCC. Check out other monthly highlights at Our Still Speaking Voice (www.ucc.org/ourstillspeakingvoice). Selected videos from this contest will go public on UCC media throughout December 2016. Three of these videos will win scholarship prizes: 1 place, $2,000 scholarship; 2nd place, $1,000 scholarship; 3rd place, $500 scholarship. st



Scholarships will be disbursed directly to an approved educational institution within the U.S. upon student’s enrollment and submitted request (request must be made before September 1, 2021). Winners will receive detailed information on the process for making this request. Note: The UCC also will acknowledge contest winners by making donations equal to the amount of these scholarships to Global Ministries’ (UCC/Disciples) partners involved in education with Syrian refugee youth. This $3,500 is in addition to on-going support of Syrian refugees through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering and designated donations for refugees.



Helpful Websites • 



Global Ministries (UCC/Disciples) www.globalministries.org



• 



Global Ministries Syria Crisis www.globalministries. org/syria_crisis



• 



UCC Refugee Ministries www.ucc.org/refugees_index



• 



One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC) www.ucc.org/oghs



• 



Church World Service www.cwsglobal.org



• 



ACT Alliance http://actalliance.org



Requirements Video Contest winners will be judged on the following criteria: • Videos must be between 30 seconds and two minutes in length  • Videos are accepted in the following formats: MOV, FLV, AVI, MP4, WMV • One submission per person • Applicants must be in grade 9, 10, 11 or 12 on December 1, 2016 • Videos must be creative and engaging • Videos and action plans must demonstrate authenticity • Videos must demonstrate awareness of the response of the UCC and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to the Syrian Refugee crisis • Videos must demonstrate an understanding of the longterm crisis that has made Syrian people refugees and internally displaced • Videos must present an action or plan of action that involves your congregation and/or community in awareness raising, education, welcoming, and/or fundraising for Syrian refugees   • Videos that promote donations for Syrian Refugees must designate through the UCC’s Refugee Emergency Fund (www.ucc.org/refugee_emergency_fund)   Submit video October 1, 2016, through November 11, 2016; 5pm EST. Here is a direct link: https://app.smarterselect.com/ programs/32522-United-Church-Of-Christ Selected videos will go public on www.ucc.org and UCC social media throughout December 2016.



L: Florida youth hanging out with speaker Aidan Hornaday (left) R: Florida youth got to know UCC teens from across the country
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Kids Corner



T



his year’s VBS summer camp for kids at Spring Hill UCC was “God’s Blue Earth — Teaching Children to Celebrate the Sacred Gift of Water.” Eighteen children (ages 4-12) plus five teen assistants and nearly 20 adults enjoyed a week of exploring water through stories and songs, art and science activities and water-based snacks and water play. Through this experience, all participants grew in their appreciation of the importance of water in our daily lives. Making a cultural connection with Peru (where most of their water comes from glaciers, the solid form of water), they learned about raising alpacas. This resulted in a field trip to an alpaca farm in Homosassa! In addition the children raised $38 for the Heifer Project, which will go toward a community that needs clean water and a working well.



One of the goals of SHUCC’s Faith Formation Team was to help children and families experience the joy of being part of a faith community. And truly this was a community/intergenerational event. Each of the 18 children who attended has a parent, grandparent or great-grandparent who is a member of the church. The teens who helped (also with family connections) earned volunteer hours required at their middle and high schools. VBS organizers are grateful to the many adults who helped plan and facilitate the program and the many church members who donated funds to support this important program.



C



hildren (and adults!) at Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach enjoyed Surf Shack Vacation Bible School in June. Kids learned “pop-up” Bible verses, sang beachy songs, made surf board necklaces and even got a skim board lesson from a couple of locals. During Bible study time, they focused on Jesus calming the storm with the disciples— and carried the theme of Jesus calming the storms in our lives throughout the weekend.  As a culminating mission project, kids made bag lunches for homeless folks. It was a great weekend full of faith building and fun!



VBS at First UCC/Orlando Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach



32  



Zoom in



Zoom out



Email



Print



Being Church Remembering the Forgotten – An Adult Mission Trip by Rev. Dr. Guillermo Márquez-Sterling Associate Pastor, Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach



T



his past September, Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC had its ninth annual Adult Mission Trip with 27 people committing a week of their time to serve the poor. In years past, the PAG Adult Mission Trip was for people who could swing a hammer, lift a wheelbarrow and do disaster relief. This year we offered a mission experience that included other skills…like baby-holding, gardening and sorting of pantry items. Many expected us to travel to areas notoriously devastated by poverty. Instead I chose Cape Cod. Everybody exclaimed, “Cape Cod! Are you kidding?” No, I’m not. Cape Cod has always had its share of the working poor, but since 2005 the lack of full-time work and affordable housing has driven many hard-working people into homelessness and poverty. An epidemic of heroin abuse has swept through the Cape, expanding poverty levels hidden to most vacationers. An expected outcome of the mission experience was the raising awareness to the many faces of poverty. We partnered with Champ Homes and A Baby Center. Both were founded with a faith perspective from a church home. Additionally, we sent volunteers to The Salvation Army and the YMCA, for they are always in need of volunteers. All four organizations have ministries for people who are overlooked and forgotten by a local government that historically caters to the wealthy. We stayed at the Craigville Conference and Retreat Center, which provided outstanding lodging and meals, as well as



!



Share The Good News



If you are not mailing us your church newsletter or placing us on your e-mail list to receive it, then we can’t share your good news with our other churches.



Send your hardcopy newsletters to: Celebrate Florida, The United Church of Christ in Florida, 9300 University Boulevard, Orlando, FL 32817 ... and your electronic newsletters to [email protected].



an environment suitable for worship and dialogue. Overall, this was a very rewarding time for both the mission recipients and our participants, who offered the following words about their experience: “My view of poverty and homelessness changed because of this mission trip. I had a preconceived notion of the derelict on the street asking for a handout. I didn’t know that people could have jobs and still not be able to find adequate and affordable housing.” ~ Mac Richardson “… we were all surprised to see and hear the stories about the problems on Cape Cod. It truly is “hidden poverty. I know there is visible poverty in our own city of St. Petersburg, but now I am thinking about the economic problems we don’t see.” ~ Jeanie Griffin  “Over the week the residents came to know us and expressed their gratitude. These were young and old alike who for many reasons fell between the cracks and without Champ Homes would have been on the street. There were many touching stories, but what was common among them was their feeling of being forgotten… I’ve always felt a sense of peace and joy, when doing something that is aligned with the spirit of God, and in this case remembering the forgotten.”  ~ Robert Clark If you are interested in organizing a similar mission trip for your church and would like to know more, feel free to contact me at PAG ([email protected]) or visit our website at www.pagchurch.org. During the summer, 12 members of Coral Gables Congregational UCC returned to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS, to work on building a new home and repairing others, assisted in the food pantry (which offers emergency assistance to the hungry) and worked at the day center, which provides a safe and hospitable place for the homeless and low-income persons to connect to vital services. Plans are already being made to head back there next June. Back Bay Mission is a community ministry of the UCC serving the poorest among those along the Mississippi Gulf coast.
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