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Rocky Mountain National Park Spring Briefing 2014 Visitation Rocky Mountain National Park recreation visitation was 2,991,141 visitors in 2013, a 7% decrease from the recreation visitation numbers in 2012. September, typically one of the park's busiest time of year with some of the highest visitation days, and October were both greatly affected with closures in the park due to historic flooding, main access roads to the east side of the park being closed, and the government shutdown. Top 10 Days in 2013: 1 August 3 2 July 6 3 July 21 4 July 5 5 May 26 6 August 4 7 July 20 8 July 4 9 August 11 10 August 10



Top 10 Days in 2012: 1 September 29 2 September 2 3 August 5 4 July 22 5 September 16 6 August 12 7 September 3 8 July 15 9 September 15 10 July 30



Fee Free Dates: 



Our remaining Fee Free Days this year will be: August 25 (NPS Birthday), September 27 (National Public Lands Day), and November 11 (Veterans Day).



Aftermath of the 2013 Flood: Rocky Mountain National Park received significant damages on bridges, roads and trails in the historic floods that occurred in September. However, damages in the park were relatively minor in comparison to the disastrous flooding that downstream communities east of the park experienced. The west side of the park was largely unaffected by the storm with flooding occurring only east of the Continental Divide. The Federal Highway Administration - Central Federal Lands Division is finalizing the design for repairs on Old Fall River Road. The road will remain closed to vehicles through 2014. Once construction begins (date to be determined) to repair the road and the Alluvial Fan - the road west of the Lawn Lake Trailhead to the Alpine Visitor Center will be closed to pedestrians and bicycles as well as vehicles.



2 The closure will extend 200’ from the center line to both sides of this road corridor. This defined closure corridor does not include the Fall River waterway and bank. Known damage to trails and pedestrian access are mainly in the Fall River, Lumpy Ridge, Bear Lake, Northfork, Twin Sisters and Wild Basin areas. Some trails are closed to stock use. The primary focus of the 2014 field season will be to replace bridges. Due to the flood, backcountry travelers may encounter different conditions than they have experienced in the past. Visitors may find missing foot bridges, missing trail segments, uneven trail surfaces, unstable slopes, falling trees due to soil moisture, rutted trails, damaged water bars and steps, difficult water crossings, and missing directional signs. Visitors should be prepared. Most of Rocky Mountain National Park is designated wilderness, where self-reliance, discovery and adventure are expected. 100th Anniversary Celebration: 



The start of Rocky Mountain National Park’s 100th Anniversary festivities is just a few months away! The kick-off events to start the celebration happen on September 3, at Hidden Valley and September 4, 2014 at Holzwarth Historic Site. A year-long celebration will continue until the 100th Anniversary of the dedication on September 4, 2015.







During Rocky Mountain National Park’s 100th Anniversary, the park will be offering a limited number of special programs starting in September 2014. The yearlong Centennial Calendar of Events, however, will mostly reflect the creativity and initiative of community groups and organizations that wish to create events or link existing events to the commemoration and celebrate their connection with the park. These community-sponsored events will take place both inside and outside Rocky Mountain National Park. If you have an idea for a special 100th Anniversary event, find a group, organization, or business that wants to plan and put on the event, and visit our website to fill out an application. Creativity is encouraged! Or if your annual event has any connection to the “Wilderness, Wildlife, Wonder” of Rocky Mountain National Park, consider celebrating that connection during our 100th Anniversary year.







Approved events, educational programs, and activities will be added to the park’s Centennial Calendar of Events and will be promoted through newsletters, press releases, on-line resources, and other park media. The Deadline for 2015 events is September 1, 2014.







Merchandise displaying the 100th Anniversary Logo is now on sale at various merchants in Estes Park and Grand Lake. Check the 100th Anniversary website for planning updates and rules and applications for using the logo or being park of the celebration.







For updates, please visit: www.nps.gov/romo/planyourvisit/100th_anniversary.htm
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3 Campgrounds: 



Glacier Basin Campground: Now that the Bear Lake Road Reconstruction has been completed the campground will re-open in 2014. All sites will be on the reservation system (Recreation.gov), including the group camp site loop. The campground will be open in 2014 starting May 22nd through September 8th.







Longs Peak Campground: Has been closed again this winter and early spring and is projected to open by Memorial Day weekend. Winter camping opportunities have been available at Moraine Park.







Moraine Park Campground: Moraine Park Campground has been open through the winter and will begin the reservation season on May 22nd through the end of September. All sites in the campground can be reserved except for those in the “B” loop which are available on a first-come, first-served basis.







Timber Creek Campground: The campground will open on May 22nd for camping on a firstcome, first-served basis. The campground will close for the winter on December 1st.







Additional Solar Shower Enclosures added to Campgrounds: To complement an experimental, two-stall solar shower enclosure that proved highly successful in Moraine Park Campground, a second four-stall enclosure will be constructed this year, along with a twostall enclosure at Aspenglen Campground. Both will be open for use during the summer of 2014. Relying on passive solar energy to heat water in commercially made solar showers, these units are another “green” visitor service that enhances sustainability.







Bear Boxes (food storage lockers): Efforts to increase the availability of bear-proof food storage lockers in developed campgrounds continues. Nearly all sites in Aspenglen Campground will have food storage lockers. More are being added to Moraine Park and Longs Peak Campground, and new food storage lockers will be added to Glacier Basin Campground. Complementing our efforts to reduce bear conflicts; our backcountry campsites require food storage canisters and our placement of food storage lockers at trailhead parking areas to reduce bear access to human food sources. “Bear-proofing” the park continues to be an ongoing investment toward public safety, and the protection of wildlife and property.



Visitor Shuttle Operations: Visitor Transportation System: Since the Reconstruction of Bear Lake Road has been completed, the shuttle system will return to its normal routes. The shuttle routes will interchange at the park’s Park & Ride facility. A new experimental stop has been added at the Sprague Lake/Glacier Creek livery. The park’s shuttle system will have a new look in 2014 with all new paint and graphics applied to the shuttles. The shuttle will have a mountain-scape graph along with new lettering. In addition there are two new Hybrid shuttle buses joining the fleet this year, along with current equipment that is all fitted with Diesel Particulate Filter systems and now



5/8/2014



4 meet the EPA’s clean diesel standard. The combination of this equipment is expected to bring at least an 11% increase in fuel efficiency along with reduced emission.



Permits and Fees: 



Entrance Fees: No Changes in 2014. 



Annual Pass: The RMNP annual pass remains $40.







Daily/7-day Pass: Remains $20.







Joint Pass with Arapahoe National Recreation Area: Remains at $50.







Overnight Backcountry Use Permits: Remains at $20.







Commuter Permit: Provides for non-recreational travel through the park (Trail Ridge Road) for local area residents. Remains at $20.



East Shore Trail: An Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared as part of the decision process on whether to allow bicycle use on a two-mile section of the East Shore Trail near Grand Lake. The EA was available for public review and comment for 45 days earlier this year, with a decision to follow later this year.



East Side Multiuse Trail Study: The park received funding from the Transit in Parks Program to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) as part of the decision process whether to develop a multiuse trail system on the east side of the park. A 2009 study demonstrated that such a trail system is feasible, and could connect multiple front country locations in the park (visitor centers, campgrounds, trailheads, etc.) with the growing trail network in the Estes Valley. The feasibility study examined a 15.5 mile corridor that roughly parallels existing roads. If approved, such a trail system may or may not include the entire corridor. It would also be many years in the making and would be costly to build. Public scoping was conducted in February and March 2013, and the contractor who is preparing the EA completed natural and cultural resource field work in 2013. An additional opportunity for public input was provided in late summer 2013, and the EA will likely be available for public review and comment sometime in 2014, with a decision to follow.
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5 Rocky Mountain Conservancy: On May1, 2014, our partner, The Rocky Mountain Nature Association changed its name to the Rocky Mountain Conservancy. Started in 1931, the Association focused its efforts on providing interpretive and educational materials through sales at park bookstores. Since then the organization has evolved and expanded its focus, responding to park needs and opportunities to better help preserve Rocky Mountain National Park. The Field Seminars program; the Next Generation Fund; the American Conservation Corps; land acquisition; and the numerous projects supported by the Sustainability Fund are just a few of the cooperative efforts between us. The name change to Rocky Mountain Conservancy better describes the myriad of collaborative projects and programs, and reflects a dedication to providing assistance in park stewardship.



Moraine Park Discovery Center: Starting in June 2014, the Moraine Park Visitor Center will be called the Moraine Park Discovery Center. In collaboration with our partner, the Rocky Mountain Conservancy (formerly The Rocky Mountain Nature Association) the center will feature many of the park’s educational programs including: the Discovery Days environmental education program, the Artist in Residence program and the Conservancy’s Seminar program. The center will also be the Junior Ranger Headquarters for the 2014 summer season.



Other Projects: 



HQ West Water System: The system that provides the water to all of the facilities in the headquarters area on the west side of the park will be completely replaced in the fall of 2014. The work will include the installation of a new treatment system that will remove all of the manganese that is prevalent in the water. The project will also replace the 60+ year old water lines that serve the facilities.







Road Projects: Routine maintenance including striping, shoulders and ditching. We will be continuing historic rock wall rehabilitation on Trail Ridge Road as well as chip sealing between Rainbow Curve to Alpine Visitor Center. The chip sealing is scheduled for midsummer and will result in short delays when traveling over Trail Ridge Road.







Tuxedo Park: We will be constructing a bus shelter and access trail to the picnic area at Tuxedo Park.







Hidden Valley: Junior Ranger Headquarters will be moved to the Moraine Park Discovery Center this summer, while a solar energy system and other sustainability enhancements are completed at the ranger station.







Harbison Picnic Area: Constructing a vault toilet.
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6 



Clean Cities Grant: The park has received two electric vehicles and is installing two charging stations for electric vehicles for administrative use.



Mountain Pine Beetle Mitigation:  Focus is on mitigating hazard trees and hazard fuels in visitor use areas (roadways, trailheads, campsites, buildings, etc.). Hazard tree removal projects will incorporate temporary site closures or traffic delays as needed to ensure visitor safety and efficient project completion. Work continues beyond the trailheads to mitigate hazard trees at designated campsites for backcountry/wilderness users. Pile burning from fuels reduction and hazard tree mitigation projects is completed for fiscal year 2014. For more information on project dates, possible temporary and short term travel closures for public safety, and locations of hazard tree work, please refer to the Rocky Mountain National Park website and follow the links to the forest health page (www.nps.gov/romo).  Other Beetle Mitigation Work: The park is selectively applying an insecticide, Carbaryl, to protect up to 7,000 high value trees on both the east and west sides of the park. When sprayed on the trunk of a pine tree, Carbaryl kills beetles that might attack a tree. High value trees are in front country locations such as campgrounds, historic landscapes, picnic areas, and visitor centers. They are important for shade, visual screening, cultural significance, and outstanding visual quality. With spraying, we have observed nearly 100 percent success at protecting high value trees. These site specific treatments will continue until the bark beetle outbreak has subsided.  Research: Research is continuing on the effects of mountain pine beetle induced tree mortality on water quality. The objectives are 1) quantify impacts by analyzing nitrogen, carbon, and phosphorus in streams and lakes relative to the timing and intensity of beetle induced tree mortality, 2) evaluate effects of management actions, and 3) use a model to predict nitrogen, carbon, and phosphorus concentrations in surface water and evaluate the importance of atmospheric nitrogen versus beetle induced nitrogen on surface water chemistry. From recent peer-reviewed papers, researchers have found an increase in the contribution of groundwater to streams in watersheds that were impacted by mountain pine beetles. Tree mortality and a reduction in transpiration are thought to cause this increase in groundwater input. Contrary to predictions, stream water nitrate concentrations have not increased following widespread tree mortality.



Wildland Fire Management: Scheduled downsizing of National Park Service fire management staff and fuel reduction programs received a reprieve this season; funds supporting these programs were not significantly reduced as expected. Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) will maintain a fire management staff that will provide for seven-day-a-week coverage for initial attack and local support. Initial
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7 attack for RMNP as well as the adjoining national forests is further supported through agreements with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) and local fire districts to provide initial attack coverage using closest available resources. Since 2010 RMNP has had three of its four largest fires in its nearly 100 year history.



Elk & Vegetation Management Plan:  Over the course of the next few years expect to see a few additional exclosures and limited or no culling for population control. The following activities have taken place or are planned: o Elk exclosures constructed to restore aspen and willow communities: Since the fall of 2008, approximately 181 acres of willow are being protected (includes 16 acres in the Kawuneeche Valley) and 44 acres of aspen are being protected (acres protected may have slightly changed because of more accurate mapping). In 2014, work will focus on evaluating willow, aspen, and upland vegetation growth, productivity, and ungulate use in preparation for an adaptive management evaluation of the elk and vegetation management program. The elk exclosures are temporary and will come down when restoration goals are met; effectiveness will be evaluated every 5 years. o CWD research (east side) – Beginning in December 2011, researchers from the NPS Biological Resources Management Division (BRMD) from Fort Collins started a new research project studying the effects of CWD on elk. This project involves capturing up to 100 female elk, collecting a series of biological samples, placing a brown colored radio collar on the animals, and releasing them. The animals will be tracked over a five year period with 2 more years remaining. o Limited culling of female elk for population control (east side): A total of 52 elk were culled between the winters of 2008/09 and 2010/11. No elk were culled during the winters of 2011/12, 2012/13, and 2013/14. Meat was tested for CWD. Those testing CWD-detected were used to support the Colorado Parks and Wildlife mountain lion research project.



Grand Ditch: Restoration Activities: During March 2012, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) was completed and released to the public for review and comment. Public meetings for the DEIS were held in Fort Collins and Grand Lake in April, 2012. The final EIS was completed and released to the public on May 31, 2013. Shortly thereafter the Record of Decision (ROD) was signed by the Regional Director in August 2013, which selected the NPS preferred alternative as the selected action.
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8 Restoration will focus on restoring healthy trajectories for both hydrological function (e.g. surface and groundwater dynamics) and ecological community evolution (e.g. riparian, wetland, and upland habitat). The NPS preferred alternative includes a combination of the following actions: Allowing natural (passive) restoration to occur where appropriate; stabilizing steep, unstable slopes with an engineered solution; removing deposited sediment and redistributing it through the impacted area or elsewhere; removing dead timber from the impacted area and/or using it in the restoration process; regarding and recontouring areas to restore appropriate morphology and function; native plant restoration with appropriate, locally gathered plant materials; may require the use of motorized equipment such as chainsaws, heavy lift helicopters, and earthmoving equipment; may require temporary fencing to protect native plant restoration areas. Final planning for implementation is currently underway and restoration activities could begin as soon as fall of 2015. New Technology: 



The park continues to explore ways to utilize new technology to improve opportunities to stay connected with the park. Our website (nps.gov/romo) has nearly 2500 pages and is the most popular way for our visitors to gather park information. You may follow us on Twitter at [RMNPOfficial] or on Facebook at [Rocky Mountain National Park].
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