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What specific action steps can schools take to create greater safety? „„ Involve all stakeholders in assessing how safe the school is. Both physical and psycho-social safety should be measured.



What exactly is meant by a safe and protective environment? Safe and protective schools put measures in place to ensure the safety and well-being of all students and staff. Essentially, safe and protective schools: „„ Create ways for all stakeholders (students, parents teaching and non-teaching staff) to share concerns about safety „„ Emphasise positive relationships between staff and students „„ Develop a comprehensive school safety plan that looks at physical as well as the psychosocial safety of staff and students



Why is it important to create a safe and protective learning environment? Adolescents need safe, consistent and structured environments to thrive. Although schools are relatively safe places, there still exists the potential for threats to safety such from natural and man-made disasters as well as anti-social behaviours. Safety planning builds the foundation for reducing the likelihood and intensity of threats to student and staff well-being.



“Safety and security don’t just happen they are the result of collective consensus and public investment. We owe our children, the most vulnerable citizens in our society, a life free of violence and fear. “ Nelson Mandela



SAFE ZONE



„„ Sensitise all staff, students and parents about the plan „„ Schedule and execute frequent emergency drills „„ Maintain the physical school environment (e.g. Repair broken windows; remove graffiti) „„ Teach social and emotional skills to enable staff and students to manage emotions appropriately „„ Build students’ connectedness to school. This reduces the likelihood of them engaging in violent or health compromising behaviours. „„ Maintain confidentiality when students report dangerous activities or student infractions



Does your school have a safety plan? Does it include…



� Develop well-rehearsed emergency drills � Strive to eliminate all forms of violence and abuse and ensures systems are in place to address it when it happens



„„ Create a comprehensive safety plan with the involvement of all stakeholders. This plan should have both proactive and responsive action steps.



What are the benefits of having safe and protective learning environments? By creating school climates where students and staff feel safe and respected we create an environment where teaching and learning can flourish. Safe and protective schools inspire academic achievement and improve the quality of life for students and staff.



»» Security procedures »» A bully prevention plan »» An emergency preparedness, »» »» »» »»



response and recovery plan A child abuse prevention and reporting plan A safe process for students to report threats A suicide prevention plan Critical incident response plan



What role can students play in creating safer climates at their schools? Students can be powerful advocates for safe and protective schools. Here are some of the ways they can work to make their schools safer:



CREATING SAFE & PROTECTIVE ENVIRONMENTS



„„ Alert adults about any threats to student or staff safety „„ Host focus groups for peers to discuss safety issues „„ Participate in planning and implementing violence prevention programmes such as peer mediation



AT SECONDARY SCHOOLS



„„ Volunteer to be mentors for younger students „„ Create student-governed organisations which focus on creating school safety „„ Promote school safety through social media



How can parents and the community help to create safer schools? Here are some strategies that parents and communities can use to create safer schools: „„ Develop parent advisory groups devoted to school safety issues „„ Teach students how to resolve conflict peacefully „„ Participate in assessing the safety of their teen’s school „„ Volunteer to work on the school’s safety initiatives



Produced in collaboration with the Ministries of Education in the Eastern Caribbean Region



For further information please contact the Ministry of Education in your country UNICEF Office for the Eastern Caribbean Area Tel: +1 246 467 6000 Fax: +1 246 436 2812 Email: [email protected] Web: www.unicef.org/barbados Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefeasterncaribbean Youtube: www.youtube.com/unicefeasterncaribbean Copyright © UNICEF 2014
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