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SAGEHEN A PROVING GROUND: THE RESILIENCE ENSEMBLE This work, which combines science and art, was initially supported by the Nevada Museum of Art and is a collaboration among the UC Berkeley-Sagehen Creek Research Station, the USDA Forest Service -Sagehen Experimental Forest, recently joined by Washoe Tribal members (the original inhabitants of this land) and the Center for the Study of the Force Majeure, which is part of the Arts Division at University of California Santa Cruz. Newton and Helen Mayer Harrison are the Co-Directors of the Center for the Study of the Force Majeure and the Principle Investigators for the Sagehen experiment.



Sagehen Creek Field Station experiment site #1 Altitude: 1877 meters Plots A, B, and C



Sagehen Creek Field Station experiment site #2 Altitude: 2059 meters Plots A, B, and C



Sagehen Creek Field Station experiment site #3 Altitude: 2260 meters Plot B



Sagehen Creek Field Station experiment site #4 Altitude: 2374 meters Plot C



Sagehen Creek Field Station experiment site #5 Altitude: 2553 meters Plot C



This site is a component of a 50-year art/science project entitled Sagehen: A Proving Ground. The fifteen fenced-in areas and the plant species within them initiate the beginning of this project. The project makes an assumption and poses a question. Climatological research indicates a 10 degree temperature rise within the next 100 years in the High Sierra is happening, causing drought, the end of snow pack, the beginning of heavier intermittent rains, and causing massive species die-off through disease, fire, drought and erosion. Is remediation possible? Scientists and students working with the Center for the Study of the Force Majeure have collected 16 mostly drought resistant species from the Sagehen watershed. They have propagated 800 of each species: 12,800 in total. These have been distributed equally in 15 fenced-in plots. There are five sites, three fenced plots per site at five altitudes, each approximately 500 feet in altitude above the prior one, beginning close to Route 89 and ending at Carpenter Ridge. The intention is to discover, over the course of eight seasons, which of the 16 species selected will survive at all altitudes. The Force Majeure team has named the species that will survive a “resilience ensemble”. Thereafter, an arboreal resilience ensemble will be added. All species selected live or have lived in the Sagehen watershed. The long-term intention this project takes up, and the reason for its 50-year existence, is to test a concept. The concept suggests that assisting the migration of species in groups that can self-complicate can help mediate the extreme loss of biota, reduce erosion, and increase water-holding capacity of earth in the Sierra High Grounds; watershed by watershed.
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This site is a component of a 50-year art/science project entitled Sagehen: A Proving ... Climatological research indicates a 10 degree temperature rise within. 
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