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Salute to Charles Edward Gillette (My Father) This man was emblematic of his generation of Americans: He was born in 1918 in West Plains, Missouri, in the Ozark Mountains. Living through the Great Depression, he joined the U.S. Navy in 1936 as an enlisted man, right out of High School. In World War II he volunteered to become a pilot, ungoing quite a rigorous training. During the Korean War he was recalled to active duty, flying Corsairs (fighter-bomber aircraft) off of the carrier, U.S.S. Antetam, in all weathers (including challenging winter conditions). He went to the University of Denver on the G.I. Bill, and later worked for what is now Lockeed Martin as a Quality Control Engineer on several projects, including the Saturn V rocket, and the Viking ( I & II ) Mars Lander (both of which successfully landed in 1976--July 20 and Sept. 3, respectively) He passed away in 2003 at age 85 in Indian Hills, Colorado. I wrote this tune in honor of his 65th birthday in the style of a "rowing piobairechd," reflecting his service in the Navy and the NASA Mars Mariner (Viking) space program.
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V. Crunluath
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II. Dithis (Var.  1)    
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