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School Board Niles Township District 219, Cook County, Illinois MINUTES Monday, October 20, 2014



The meeting was held in the Board Room of the District Office located at 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, Illinois. I. Call to Order and Roll Call Board President Robert Silverman called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. Board Members present at roll call: Sheri Doniger, Carlton Evans, Jeffrey Greenspan, Ruth Klint, David Ko, Robert Silverman, Eileen Valfer. II. Closed Session It was moved by KO and seconded by KLINT to recess into Closed Session to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of employees, collective bargaining, purchase of property, security procedures, student disciplinary cases, the placement of individual students in special education programs and other matters related to individual students and pending litigation. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. The motion carried. The Board recessed into Closed Session at 6:50 p.m. III. Open Session It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by KLINT to return to open session at 7:55 p.m. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. The motion carried. IV. Recall to Order Mr. Silverman recalled the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. and the Pledge was recited. V. Changes / Additions to the Agenda The discipline matter discussed in Closed Session was added to the Consent Agenda. VI. Audience to Visitors (on agenda items only) − Elizabeth Larsen, a Skokie resident, voiced her concerns about the proposed partnership with District 69 and the $2 million dollars that is allocated for this partnership. She would like to see the money given back to the taxpayers who are having a difficult time shouldering the tax burden and to ensure that we have a stable and sustainable community capable of providing the ongoing tax revenues that the District requires. −



Douglas and Dora and Libiann DeLarye, parents of a Special Ed student at Niles West, voiced concerns about how Niles West handles the inclusion of Special Ed students into activities such as the Year Book, after school clubs, homecoming dance, etc. The Special Ed students seem to be left out of many activities and they would like to see equal opportunities to make sure that Special Ed children are not overlooked and left behind.



−



Elena Duarte, parent of a Special Ed student, wanted to follow-up on her comments from the last Board meeting. She also commented that when the student representatives give their report t the Board meetings, they do not mention anything about Special Ed. She would like to see this forum changed and include the accomplishments and programs of the Special Education students.



−



Caitlin Shropshire, a senior at Niles West, voiced her concerns about issues with Special Ed students with regard to the new policy and that not everyone has an IEP or 524 and that sometimes a student need someone to talk to, other than a counselor. She read a letter from a freshman student and submitted a petition regarding this issue.



−



Kim Moldofsky, a parent of a freshman and junior at Niles West, thanked the school for providing excellent services to her children. Her request is to join school districts around Illinois to urge the State Board of Education to request a waiver from the U. S. Department of Education to suspend the 2014-15 PARCC exams. She feels that these exams are not reliable and do not align with what the students are learning.



VII. Student Representative Comments Niles North - Rebecca Rabizadeh gave an update on events at Niles North. This Thursday, October 23 at 7:15 a.m. is Breakfast with the Board in the Student Commons. The Annual Variety Show will be held on Friday, November 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium; Fine Arts will be presenting “Luck of the Irish” on October 23 and Indo-Pak is hosting their Second Annual Garba night this Saturday, October 25 at 7:00 in the main gym. Niles West – Cassie Bergman gave an update of the coming events at Niles West. Student Government will be having Breakfast with the Board on November 12 at 7:30 a.m. in the Student Commons. The Student Government is also preparing for the parent teacher conferences on October 30. This week is Red Ribbon week at Niles West, raising awareness of the harmful effects of drugs and alcohol. Fall sports are coming to a close and winter sports will begin shortly. VIII. Community Representative Comments There was no community representatives requesting to speak. Approval of Consent Agenda It was moved by KO and seconded by DONIGER to approve the Consent Agenda, as amended. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. The motion carried. Included in the Consent Agenda: Monthly Bills and Payroll totaling $6,227,554.88 Personnel



−



−



Approved the following certified staff leave of absence for the 2014-2015 school year: NAME Barney, Sarah



POSITION/LOCATION Mathematics – North



Tzortzis, Angela



Social Studies – West



POSITION Student Technology and Application Support Specialist



EFFECTIVE DATE October 17, 2014



POSITION Paraprofessional, ELL



EFFECTIVE DATE October 3, 2014



Approved the following support staff unpaid leave of absence for the 2014-2015 school year: NAME Oline, William



−



Approx. 2/17/15 – 3/20/15



Approved the release of the following support staff: NAME Shlimon, Phillip



−



LEAVE FTE Approx. 4/8/15 – 5/21/15



Approved the resignation of the following support staff: NAME Firman, Timothy



−



TYPE OF LEAVE Child Rearing unpaid Child Rearing – unpaid



POSITION/LOCATION Paraprofessional, Physical Welfare / West



TYPE OF LEAVE Continued Education



LEAVE FTE 1.0 (second semester only)



Approved the employment of the following staff for the PSAT Test, October 18, 2014 at the flat rate listed: SUPERVISORS - $125 Dunham, Lisa



PROCTORS - $100 Coleman, Phyllis



EXTENDED TIME - $185 Current, Megan



−



Feldman, Diane French, Denise Green, Carla Hribar, Rick Ingraham, Heather Kakares, Irene Ordonez, Jean Ralfs, Jessica



Duric, Milena Hastings, Loretta Ho, Ellen Johnson, Susan Kastrinakis, Christina Kukalj, Sabina McEnery, Elizabeth Orlandi, Cathy



SUPERVISORS - $125 Salem, Omar Schero, Laura Sweeney, Cameron Weiss, Aaron Wick, Karen



PROCTORS - $100 Relihan-Hantel, Maureen Schwartz, Beverly



Approved the employment of the following staff for the Niles North EXPLORE Test, November 1, 2014 at the flat rate listed: SUPERVISORS - $108 Caplan, Kara Dunham, Lisa France, Kathy Joffe, Matthew Landon, Aleka Ordonez, Jean Persaud, Stephanie Pickett, Kia Ralfs, Jessica Salem, Omar Schero, Laura Stefl, Camila Sweeney, Cameron Wick, Karen



−



PROCTORS - $87 Coleman, Phyllis French, Denise Feldman, Linda Relihan-Hantel, Maureen Johnson, Susan Kakares, Irene Kastrinakis, Christina Ramirez, Mario Weiss, Aaron



EXTENDED TIME - $150 Duric, Milena Green, Carla Hribar, Richard Joffe, Matthew Litberg, Lisa



Approved the employment of the following staff for the Niles West EXPLORE Test, October 11, 2014 at the flat rate listed: SUPERVISORS - $108 Karottu, Aby Kastrinakis, Christina



−



Joffe, Matthew



PROCTORS - $87 Bateroni, John Coleman, Phyllis Schwartz, Jonathan



Approved the employment of the following part-time/temporary staff for 2014-15 School year: NAME Chauhan, Sherlina Kachaochana, Marosa McCarthy, Anne Pechter, Scott Toch, Jonah Tumas, Paula



POSITION / LOCATION Science Lab Assistant / West Family Liaison Science Lab Assistant / West Science Lab Assistant / West Textbook Center / North Human Resources < 600/hours / District



SALARY $8.25/Hr. $20.52/Hr. $8.25/Hr. $8.25/Hr. $8.25/Hr. $16.00/Hr.



EFFECTIVE DATE October 21, 2014 October 21, 2014 October 21, 2014 October 21, 2014 October 21, 2014 October 21, 2014



−



−



Approved the employment of the following stipend positions for the 2014-2015 school year: NILES WEST Girls Tennis Coach, Assistant Break Beatz, Sponsor Hellenic Club, Sponsor



NAME Vana, John Kajmowicz, Kathie *Lymberopoulos, Sofia



NILES NORTH Girls Gymnastics, Assistant Poetry Slam, Sponsor Play 5, Assistant Play 5, Assistant Play 5, Assistant Indo-Pak, Sponsor Girls Soccer, Assistant *Indicates not a District 219 employee



NAME *Smiegowski, Lindsey Soriano, Gary (.5) *Zirlin, Zachary (.5) *Hall, Kristen (.5) *de Mayo, Devon *Qudrad, Ayesha (.5) Paulis, Sarah



Approved the employment of the following certified substitute for the 2014-2015 school year: NAME Baban, David (nurse)



−



Approved the employment of the following clerical substitutes for the 2014-2015 school year: NAME Passman, Kathy Szymanski, Jason



−



Approved the Monthly Bills and Payroll.



−



Approved the Open and Closed Session Minutes of the September 22, 2014 Board Meeting.



−



Approved the Request for the International Trip for Niles North and Niles West to Strasburg and Paris, France.



−



Approved the Request for the International Trip for Niles North and Niles West to Argentina.



−



Approved the Administration’s recommendation regarding Student Discipline 2015-SO2.



IX. Superintendent’s Report Dr. Gatta stated that by the Board adopting the Consent Agenda, also imposed damages on Positive Connections in the amount of $42,034 for the August and September bills for breaches in the contract. The adoption of Senate Bill 16 (School Funding Reform Act) would mean less money for District 219 in the amount of $3.2 million dollars and $10.7 million across the Township. While we are supportive of legislature’s desire to create equitable school systems across the state, it must be coupled with adequacy of funding, especially for state and federal mandates. The design to redistribute education funds across the state should not be acceptable to this community. This is combined with a potential pension shift with the Patel Adjustment which could have a dramatic effect on our bottom line. I am happy to say that our representatives, John D’Amico, Lou Lang, Laura Fine and Michael McAuliffe have all told me that they will vote no on Senate Bill 16 as it advances from the Senate to the House. Senator Daniel Biss did vote in favor of Senate Bill 16. Parent/Teacher conferences will be held on October 30 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Our Debate Program has been very successful. We received a letter from the National Speech Debate Association stating that our chapter has received 300 or more degrees last year. What this means is that we are in the top one percent of schools nation-wide to earn membership to the Association’s prestigious society. It is a remarkable milestone because it demonstrates outstanding commitment to teaching students essential life skills, including communication, research, reading, writing and organization. This program did not exist 5 years ago and look at where we are today.



Finally, I think it is important for us to acknowledge the success of our Board member, Sheri Doniger, who will be presented again with the Master School Board Member Award on October 22 at Café La Cave. Thank you Sheri for being a leader in this area. Also she is the President elect of the Society of Women in Chemistry. We welcome back to David Ko. Principals’ Report Niles West – Dr. Ness gave an update on the events at Niles West: The Niles West Marching Band is one of the top marching bands in the state. They recently went down to Metamora for the 34th Annual Metamora Marching Band Invitational competition. It’s unprecedented in the Niles West District that Niles West won the best wins, the best percussion, best color guard, best drum major and the crowd favorite awards. The competition is one of the largest and oldest running continuous high school competitions in the state. It is a great honor for our students and our staff. Every year we host the Pat Savage Invitations Cross Country Meet, which is one of the largest in the State of Illinois. Congratulations to one of our seniors, Christine Mujica, who broke course records, individual records and school records in the past, but finished 16 seconds faster in this meet. This is Red Ribbon Week which raises awareness of drug and alcohol abuse. Girls Varsity Volley Ball Team has had a great season. Their state playoffs start next week and Niles West is hosting Niles North next Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the West gymnasium. Niles North – Dr. McTague thanked everyone, Board members, teachers and parents for their support over the past few weeks and stated that Niles North is standing strong, moving forward and will continue to flourish. Congratulations to our three Niles North 2015 National Merit Scholarship semifinalist, Ambria Benesch, Daniel Kang and Adam Yusen from North and Allison Salter from West. Also congratulations to Niles North Debater, D’Angelo Oberto Besso who is ranked number 1 in the country by the National Speech and Debater Association and Luc Walkington who is ranked 6th in the nation. The team is ranked number 3 in the country. This is the first time in the District where we have had a number 1 ranking. Dr. McTague commended Ms. Gjerpen, who is the head debate coach, for building this amazing program. Boys’ soccer captured the 2nd CSL North Conference title. The Boys’ Cross Country Team also won the CSL Conference Championship last weekend. Girls’ Tennis Team came in 3rd in the CSL this year. This is North’s first ranking of 3rd place in the CSL. Board Committee Comments Jeff Greenspan offered his condolences on behalf of the Board to the family of Max Gadau and also for the incident that occurred. Sheri Doniger commended the Police Department for responding in an expeditious manner. She also sends her sympathies to both families. Board Committee Reports Sheri Doniger said Policy Committee will be scheduling a meeting. Jeff Greenspan said the Facilities Committee met and some of the matters discussed for next year’s budget were signage for the sports field and the Niles West basketball court. Also discussed was moving up a project at the north end of Niles North AS&T and at the same time, continuing to stay within our five year capital plan going forward. Eileen Valfer and Anne Roloff attended the CSSI meeting on October 8. All of this was done with what’s in the best for kids. A new grading program is being piloted at Niles North in math; where it will be standard based grading, where the learning targets are listed and the students are graded on whether they have mastered those targets. The final grade reflects those targets and what’s very interesting is that there will be no “D’s”. It’s either ABC or F. If it is an F, the course has to be retaken. There was a discussion on the Annual Review of Programs. There was a concern about District 219 continuing to have their own social workers and psychologist and not only the people from Heartland. There was also a concern from a parent regarding the community service graduation requirement. The parent stated that students already have a lot on their schedule, and if you keep adding, what will be taken away. Ruth Klint stated that she attended the Classrooms First Committee meeting with District 69, which was a precursor meeting. We are establishing what the keys are that students need to master. It is not to move the bottom up but to move everyone up. District 69 is pleased to be at the table with us. She thanked Dr. Gatta for spearheading this effort. Ms. Valfer stated that she attended the Town Hall meeting and she was very impressed by our administrators, teachers and people that served on the panel. She stated that she thought it was wonderful that parents and community



members are given the opportunity to speak and ask questions. The people on the panel were very well prepared to answer questions. The community is very positive with what District 219 is doing. X. Business − FY 16 School Calendar (Discussion and Action) The Board reviewed and discussed various options for the school calendars for the FY 2015-2016. The calendar for FY 2016-2017 has been reviewed by the Board and will go under Consent Agenda at the November 17 Board meeting. It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by EVANS to approve the FY 2015-2016 School Calendar, Option A. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. The motion carried. − Annual Review of Programs and Personnel Before the Board, in concert with the calendar that we sent with the Annual Review, you are receiving the feedback we received thus far from the on-line survey and you also received a link to the Town Hall meeting. We will have recommendations regarding the Annual Review at the November meeting. The recommendation for School Day will come before the Board in the spring. Health clinics have already been approved. Classrooms First has been approved. A recommendation on digital literacy and community service will be forthcoming; although it seems the consensus so far for community service would be to not make it a graduation requirement and continue to highlight opportunities for students and give them credit on the ILP. − Summer School Report Chris Powell, principal of summer school, and Karl Costello discussed the summer school report. Summer school was held at Niles West this year due to construction at Niles North. The majority of the students that attended were incoming freshman which accounted for 61% of students. The numbers of courses taken were similar to those in the past year. The students were very successful in summer school. 71% of the faculty members were from our District. We had 1,928 students receive a grade for a class this summer. New classes were also added this summer. The recommendation for tuition and fees is to leave them at the same level. In FY 2016-17 Niles North and Niles West will go building based and students will have summer school at their own home school and will pay for it at that school. In athletics, the two most outstanding items that came out of the report was that there was a slight increase (8%) in enrollment from the previous summer. There were18% in waivers. We attribute the decrease to the fact that because of construction at North, all camps were off-site with the exception of soccer, football and tennis. We also had a number of transportation challenges due to this. Another reason was some of the youth level camps at West were cancelled because of low enrollment numbers. We have been able to improve the registration process with regard to waivers. Chris said summer school was a great experience. − PSAE Report (Discussion Only) The PSAE Report was tabled from the October 20 Board meeting. This is the last report you will receive because the PSAE was administered for the last time in April. The target for Illinois schools for No Child Left Behind in 2014 was 100% for student meeting standards across the board. − ACT Report (Discussion Only) Page 3 of the ACT Report conveys the state average for 2013-2014 composite score was 20.6% and 20.7%, not 21.8%. The fact that over time we are seeing increased gains in our student achievement. Since the new interventions were put in place, we are seeing great gains in classes and this is a testament to the teachers, interventions we put in place and to the Board’s willingness to put strong resources behind these interventions. We continue to provide professional development with our staff. − 2014 Illinois Association of School Boards Conference Resolution This resolution is to nominate someone to be our delegate at the 2014 Illinois Association of School Boards. Ruth Klint volunteered to be the delegate for our District. It was moved by SILVERMAN and seconded by GREENSPAN to approve that Ruth Klint be appointed the District 219 Delegate to the IASB Convention, A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. The motion carried.



There was a discussion on the Resolution relating to what constitutes a charitable exemption. The Resolution Regarding Limitations on Charitable Tax Exemptions for Hospitals was discussed. It was moved by DONIGR and seconded by EVANS to approve the Resolution Regarding Limitations on Charitable Tax Exemptions For Hospitals. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. Voting Nay: Greenspan The motion carried. − Tentative Tax Levy (Discussion and Action) This was discussed over the summer and the Administration recommended a freeze. The operating levy was increased and the bond levy was decreased by exactly the same amount, so there would be a zero dollar impact on existing taxpayers. This is a tentative levy and the final levy will be voted on at the December Board meeting. It was moved by KLINT and seconded by DONIGER to approve the 2014 Tentative Tax Levy. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. Voting Nay: Greenspan The motion carried. − Debt Restructuring (Discussion Only) A discussion was held regarding debt restructuring. This will be discussed at the next Finance Committee meeting. − Bond Abatement (Discussion and Action) It was moved by GREENSPAN and seconded by DONIGER to approve the resolution abating taxes of $5.3 million dollars for the District. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. The motion carried − Policy and Procedures Second Reading There was a discussion on Policy and Procedures. Policy 8:40 is being tabled and sent back to the Policy Committee. There were no additional changes except a couple of word changes to Policy 4:160 and 4:150. It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by VALFER to approve the Policy and Procedures Second Reading, as amended. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. The motion carried The following policy and procedural changes were adopted at the October 20, 2014 Board of Education Meeting. Policies and procedures are in effect as of the Board adopted/review date, indicated at the end of each policy or procedure. The exception is materials included in the Student Handbook or Coursebook, which will be implemented the following school year unless special notice is sent to parents. Number 3:20



Name Organizational Chart



3:50-AP1



Administrative Procedure – Terms and Conditions of Employment for Administrators Facility Management and Building Programs Environmental Quality of Buildings and Grounds



4:150 4:160



Changes Reformat layout. Add new positions and titles. Allow direct dependents who are in K-8 grades to attend D219 summer academic programming for the summer the administrator is working. Implement sustainable and fiscally responsible standards. Update legal references.



4:160AP1 5:30-AP1 5:200



Administrative Procedure – Environmental Quality of Buildings and Grounds Administrative Procedure – Job Interviews Terms and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal



Update procedure to reflect 29 C.F.R. 1910.1200. Add permissible questions to ask with regard to a candidate’s race and color. Allow direct dependents who are in K-8 grades to attend D219 summer academic programming for the summer the teacher is working.



XI. Old Business There was no old business. XII. New Business There was no new business. XIII. Audience to Visitors (on items related to District business) Carol Rahim, Board President of District 72, requested that future language that is disseminated about Classrooms First, be clarified to make sure that it is understood that other districts would not have to contract with District 219 to access the curriculum development. She also commented that District 72 ISAT results showed that students met 98% or exceeded state standards. District 72 will have a STEM lab next week. XIV. Information Items − Monthly Financial Statement – August 2014 − FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) XV. Adjournment It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by VALFER to adjourn the meeting. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman, Valfer. The motion carried The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.



____________________________ President



____________________________ Secretary
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School Board Niles Township District 219, Cook ... 

Added to the business section will be a student trip. President ... Mr. Codell's average salary of $275,490 was Â¼ of 1% of the District budget. Mr. Codell put in ...
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