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Miller Complex Fire Update Sept. 15, 2017 NW Incident Management Team (IMT) 9, Brian Goff, Incident Commander Current Situation: As of this morning, the Miller Complex is reporting 54% overall containment with no growth. Yesterday, additional smoke was visible over the Miller Complex due to increased fire activity coming from the within the interior, on the west side of the Abney Fire. Increased activity was a result of low fuel moistures and a dry, cool front over the complex. Firefighters continue to work hard to meet objectives using the resources available with safety as top priority. Today, crews are expecting warmer temperatures and drier conditions with the potential for increased fire activity within the perimeter that could result in increased smoke within the Abney Fire area. Fire behavior remains consistent with weather and environmental conditions and is expected to creep, burn and in some instances, torch within the interior of the fire. On the Abney Fire, crews continue to monitor, patrol and secure containment lines. On the northwest and northeast part of the Abney fire crews are holding and securing direct and indirect fireline. Crews are expecting increased fire behavior on the west and northwest sides of the Abney fire. Firefighters continue to monitor and patrol the Joe Bar area where the fire is slowly backing down a steep hill where it will eventually meet handline. Because of this, Joe Bar remains under an evacuation warning. Containment has been achieved on the Burnt Peak Fire and is near completion on the Creedence and Bigelow Fires. Firefighters continue to conduct patrol and mop-up operations around the perimeter of these fires. The public can still expect to see wisps of smoke and smoldering within the interior of these fires until a season-ending event occurs. Suppression repair is the next phase of the control effort, and is a series of immediate post-fire actions taken to repair the land and minimize the potential for soil erosion and other issues that might arise from suppression activities. It usually begins before the fire is completely contained. On the Creedence, Bigelow and Burnt Peak Fires, crews have already begun chipping woody and burnt debris as part of this repair effort. This weekend, the weather is expected to be sunny and dry with warmer temperatures and the potential for moderate fire activity before another cold front arrives early next week, bringing moisture and cooler temperatures. Fire Statistics: Start Date: August 14, 2017 Cause: Lightning Complex Size: 34,535 acres Containment: 54% Personnel: 545 Acres: Creedence Fire, 2,089 acres; Bigelow Fire, 71 acres; Burnt Peak Fire, 4,147 acres; Abney Fire, 27,760 acres Miller Complex Abney Fire, south of the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT): The Eclipse Complex, located in northern California on the Klamath National Forest, is managing the Abney Fire south of the PCT. Information is available at https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5511/. Closures: The Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest has closed areas on the Siskiyou Mountains Ranger District in each of the branches, visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/rogue-siskiyou/alerts-notices. The Bureau of Land Management has closed the Grayback Mountain Trailhead. Closures are in place for the Klamath National Forest including a portion of the Pacific Crest Trail. Refer to https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/klamath/alerts-notices. Information: Phone: 541-899-5302 Email: [email protected] Website: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/5514/# Joint Information Center Blog: http://swojic.blogspot.com/ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MillerComplexFires/ or https://facebook/R6RRSNF Twitter: #MillerComplex See where you are in relation to the fires: http://tinyurl.com/MillerComplex
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