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Superintendent  Musings  –  September  2015   Bullying/Cyberbullying  –  A  Renewed  Focus   During  the  last  legislative  session,  parents  who  had  lost  children  due  to  suicide  linked  to  school  bullying   addressed  members  of  the  state  legislature.  These  testimonies  were  powerful  and  extremely  emotional.   The  thought  of  losing  the  life  of  a  young  child,  let  alone  one  motivated  by  bullying,  is  unthinkable.     In  response,  members  of  the  legislative  body  made  a  determination  to  address  the  dual  issue  of  bullying   and  cyberbullying.  This  was  addressed  through  the  introduction  of  new  state  laws  defining  processes   and  expectations  that  had  not  been  previously  utilized.   The  outcome  of  this  work  culminated  in  Senate  Bill  504.  As  the  governor  signed  the  bill  into  law,  the   effective  date  for  schools  and  school  districts  was  identified  as  July  1st,  2015.  This  required  dedicated   work  and  discussions  throughout  the  state  to  ensure  that  modifications  to  policy,  as  well  as  required   documents  were  developed  and  implemented.  The  failure  of  school  staff  to  react  to  and  address   observed  bullying  incidents  is  significant;  including  the  potential  loss  of  an  employee’s  license.     In  response,  districts  and  schools  are  working  extremely  hard  to  define  the  requirements  of  the  law  and   refine  developed  systems  to  accurately  track  the  investigative  process.  Ultimately,  the  purpose  is  to   protect  students  and  ensure  that  school  is  a  safe  and  respectful  place  that  students  want  to  be.     As  a  district,  the  board  of  trustees  spent  three  separate  board  meetings  reviewing  and  ultimately   adopting  changes  to  the  policy  addressing  this  critical  issue.  Members  of  the  administrative  team  also   reviewed  the  required  language  changes  and  engaged  in  conversations  regarding  the  development  and   adoption  of  tracking  forms  to  ensure  the  requirements  of  the  law  are  met  with  fidelity.   With  the  start  of  the  new  school  year,  school  sites  are  already  engaged  in  addressing  issues  associated   with  bullying/cyberbullying.  The  changes  to  the  law  prescribe  timelines  and  processes  that   administrators  must  adhere  to.  This  includes  the  requirement  that  parents  are  contacted  when  an  issue   is  identified.     Historically,  when  issues  of  bullying  were  identified  in  a  school,  many  times  the  concern  was  resolved  at   the  classroom  and  school  site,  and  parents  were  informed  after  the  investigation  concluded.  Law  now   requires  that  contact  be  made  with  the  parent  to  ensure  there  is  an  awareness,  prior  to  a  determination   of  the  validity  of  the  report.     In  addition,  the  new  law  requires  timelines  for  the  interviewing,  conclusion  and  reporting  of  the   investigation.  In  addition,  parents  will  be  provided  with  a  report  of  the  findings.  In  providing  this  report,   it  is  important  to  note  that  the  district  and/or  school  is  not  able  to  provide  information  regarding  other   students;  including  their  names  or  any  associated  consequences  that  may  be  determined  appropriate   following  the  investigation.     As  individual  schools  begin  the  process  of  addressing  bullying/cyberbullying  complaints  as  they  are   reported,  principals  recognize  that  this  creates  concern  for  both  the  student  and  parents.  The  intent  of   the  process  is  to  identify  if  the  investigation  substantiates  that  bullying/cyberbullying  exists,  address  the   problem,  and  to  ensure  that  it  doesn’t  occur  again.  The  ultimate  outcome  is  that  all  students  and  safe   feel  that  is  schools  are  a  safe  and  respectful  learning  environment.    



To  support  this,  each  school  is  taking  the  requirements  of  the  law  seriously  and  working  diligently  to   ensure  that  situations  are  immediately  investigated,  addressed  and  resolved.  As  with  the   implementation  of  any  new  process  or  requirement,  we  recognize  that  concerns  or  “bumps  in  the  road”   will  be  encountered.  As  we  work  through  the  process,  and  engage  parents  in  the  conversation,  the   process  will  become  more  transparent  and  smooth.     Ultimately,  it  is  our  goal  that  incidents  of  bullying/cyberbullying  are  significantly  reduced  throughout  the   district.  In  order  to  meet  this  goal,  the  district  has  begun  to  strategically  implement  student  behavior   support  systems  through  a  program  identified  as  Positive  Behavior  Interventions  &  Supports  (PBIS).     Three  schools  are  leading  the  charge  on  this  implementation,  including  Sonoma  Heights  Elementary,   Winnemucca  Junior  High  and  McDermitt  Combined  Schools.  Schools  are  already  reporting  strong   benefit  to  the  implementation  and  reduced  inappropriate  behaviors.     We  are  confident  that  as  school  employees,  parents  and  students  take  a  stand  against  issues  of  bullying   and  cyberbullying,  the  frequency  of  these  issues  will  be  reduced.  As  parents,  you  are  encouraged  to   engage  with  your  child’s  administrators  to  learn  what  you  can  do  to  support  this  effort,  including   volunteering  in  the  schools.    
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