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CSAIR is



a dynamic Conservative, egalitarian, Jewish Community. Founded upon the three traditional pillars of Judaism (Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut Chasadim). We provide a wide range of opportunities for Jewish learning and growth, prayer and observance, acts of social responsibility, and deeds of kindness and caring.



CSAIR OFFICE HOURS Sun: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM Mon-Thurs: 9:00 AM-5:00 PM Fri: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM Shabbat & Holidays—CLOSED JUDAICA SHOP HOURS



Sun: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM



CONTACTS RABBI BARRY DOV KATZ [email protected]



CANTOR ELIZABETH STEVENS [email protected] RABBI EMERITUS DR. SHLOMO BALTER SYNAGOGUE PRESIDENT ABBY PITKOWSKY [email protected] EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JENNIFER KNOBE [email protected] DIRECTOR, EDUCATION AND JEWISH



FAMILY LIFE MASON VOIT



[email protected] RABBINIC INTERN EMILY BARTON [email protected] BOOKKEEPER NANCI BRICKMAN [email protected] EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT SANDRA GHIORZO [email protected] OFFICERS MITCHELL POSILKIN, VP, BUILDING/ GROUNDS [email protected]



(Continued from page 3)



A post Kiddush open feedback meeting about the recent launch of the CSS program is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, January 28 with the Security Committee and Rabbi Katz. Visit Sisterhood's Judaica Shop: Have you visited the Judaica Shop lately? New items daily holidays as well as b'nai mitzvah, birthdays, special occasions and to beautify your home. Open 9:00 AM-Noon on Sundays and by appointment ([email protected]). Discount for paid-up members of Sisterhood. Accomodations Available for People with Disabilities: In CSAIR's ongoing efforts to welcome people with disabilities, please contact Sandra Ghiorzo at 718-543-8400 ([email protected]) if any accommodations are needed for you or a loved one to participate in any synagogue activities. Donate Your Used Shoes: The Sisterhood is collecting gently used men's, women's and children's shoes and sneakers as a fundraising project. Please leave shoes in the lobby collection. Contact Phyllis Schulberg, [email protected] or Faye Lieman, [email protected]. New Hesed Initiative: CSAIR members are working to expand the wonderful practice started by the Havurah of providing meals to people in need, due to new babies, mourning, illness, or other life cycle events. In order to do so effectively, we need to expand the pool of people willing to provide meals – either by cooking them in a kosher kitchen or ordering them from a kosher establishment. If you would like to help with this hesed activity by being part of the pool of providers, please send an email to [email protected] with your name, email, and phone number.



COMMUNITY Family Fun Day at the Riverdale Y: Sunday, December 25. Watch Zootopia and Secret Life of Pets, jump in bounce-house, do a Chanukah art project, work out in the gym. Open from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Chanukah lunch will be available for purchase. A suggested donation of $20. Executive Producer Nancy Spielberg’s new film On The Map: Thursday, December 29 at the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale. Celebrate Chanukah at 7:30 PM and then the movie screening at 7:45 PM. Screening will be followed by a Q&A with Nancy Spielberg. Cost: Adult - $10 online/ $15 at the door, Child (18 & younger) - $5. Register: www.thebayit.org/film.



STEVE MATTHEWS, VP, OPERATIONS [email protected] ELISA MARCUS, VP, YOUTH & EDUCATION [email protected] ERIC SAIDEL, VP, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMT [email protected] EPHRAIM EDELMAN, TREASURER [email protected]



Make A Minyan, Make A Difference! Minyan Times-Mornings: M-F 7:00 AM, Sundays 9:00 AM Legal Holidays 9:00 AM (New Year’s Day, Presidents Day, Memorial Day, July 4, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and December 25), Evenings: Sun.-Thurs. 7:30 PM



Enlightening the mind through study. Nourishing the soul through prayer. Creating a caring community.



Rosh Hodesh Tevet yehiyeh b’yom shishi. Friday, December 30.



VAYEISHEV 5777 Erev Chanukah



Kiddush is sponsored by Daniella Fuchs and Jeff Wechselblatt in honor of the first birthday of their daughter, Hannah Tobi. SHABBAT Friday, December 23, 2016 (24 Kislev) Minha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv, 4:14 PM Afternoon/Shabbat Evening services. Taub Room-Downstairs Saturday, December 24, 2016 (24 Kislev) Erev Chanukah-First Candle after Shabbat Shaharit, 9:00 AM Morning service. Torah reading begins on page 226 in the Etz Hayim. Sanctuary-Upstairs CSAIR Kids, 10:45 AM Tot Tefilah/Ages 0-4 and parents Taub Room-Downstairs Tefilat Yeladim/Ages 5-7 (parents welcome) Board Room-Downstairs Pickup Davvening/Ages 8-11 (parents welcome) Beit HaMidrash-Downstairs Minha/Maariv, 4:14 PM Afternoon/Evening services. Between Minha and Maariv, A Pure Soul: How do we give our soul back to God in the same pure state that we received it? Study the prayers of the early morning service with Cantor Ira S. Bigeleisen, a former pulpit hazzan and faculty member at the Ziegler School who is currently writing a commentary on the Siddur. Beit HaMidrash-Downstairs



Havdalahkah!, 5:30 PM Celebrate the end of Shabbat and the beginning of Chanukah with a special musical Havdalah and candle lighting led by our new members, the Cabo family. Noga, Adam and Zohar, talented musicians and members of Solar Sound Band along with their mother Dassi will help us kick off the holiday of lights. Beit HaMidrash-Downstairs



THIS WEEK Sunday, December 25, 2016 Chanukah-Second Candle this Evening Shaharit, 9:00 AM Morning service. Beit HaMidrash-Downstairs No Hebrew School. The office is closed. Monday, December 26, 2016 Chanukah-Third Candle this Evening Shaharit, 9:00 AM (Note the special time.) Morning service. Beit HaMidrash-Downstairs The office is closed. Parsha Mondays, 7:45 PM following Minyan Speaker: Ilana Davidov. Listen to a thoughtful 5-10 minute teaching about the Torah reading for the coming weekend. Organized by Charlie Pripas.



475 West 250 Street, Bronx, NY 10471 Web: www.csair.org Email: [email protected] Tel: 718-543-8400 Fax: 718-543-3110



December 23-24: Greeters: Elsie Ruzal, Aviva Schwab, Dianne Meranus. Daveners: Minha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv-Cantor Elizabeth Stevens. Pesukei D’zimra-Michael Blumenstein. Shaharit-Cantor Elizabeth Stevens. Haftarah-Yoav Spiegel. Ashrei-Kayla Shapira-Stern. Musaf-Cantor Elizabeth Stevens. Torah Readers: Cantor Elizabeth Stevens, Sam Yaggy, Rory Katz, Cantor Marcia Lane. Minha Torah Reader: Cantor Elizabeth Stevens. (Continued from page 1)



Tuesday, December 27, 2016 Chanukah-Fourth Candle this Evening King David: It’s Complicated (Rabbi’s Class) resumes Tuesday, January 10, 2017, 10:30 AM Wedneday, December 28, 2016 Chanukah-Fifth Candle this Evening No Hebrew School. Thursday, December 29, 2016 Chanukah-Sixth Candle this Evening



NEXT SHABBAT Friday, December 30, 2016 Chanukah-Seventh Candle this Evening Minha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv, 4:19 PM Afternoon/Shabbat Evening services. Taub Room-Downstairs



Saturday, December 31, 2016 Chanukah-Eighth Candle this Evening Shaharit, 9:00 AM Morning service. Aufruf for Rabbinic Intern Emily Barton and Sue Harris. Sanctuary-Upstairs CSAIR Kids, 10:45 AM Tot Tefilah/Ages 0-4 and parents Taub Room-Downstairs Tefilat Yeladim/Ages 5-7 (parents welcome) Board Room-Downstairs Pickup Davvening/Ages 8-11 (parents welcome) Beit HaMidrash-Downstairs Minha/Maariv, 4:19 PM Afternoon/Evening services. Beit HaMidrash-Downstairs



(Continued from page 2)



“How to be the Jewish Parents We Mean to Be:” Saturday, January 7. Educator and speaker Nora Anderson will address the congregation during the Shabbat service. Focus will be about children’s and parents’ moral and emotional development in a Jewish context. Following the service, Nora and Rabbi Jordan Sofer, Carmel Academy’s Rabbi-in-Residence, will be available for questions and conversation. Book Discussion: In the Unlikely Event. Sunday, January 8, 10:30 AM. Author Judy Blume takes us back to the 1950s and introduces us to the town of Elizabeth, New Jersey, where she grew up. Here she imagines and weaves together a vivid portrait of three generations of families, friends, and strangers, whose lives are profoundly changed during one winter. At the center of an extraordinary cast of characters are 15-year-old Miri Ammerman and her spirited single mother, Rusty. Their warm and resonant stories are set against the backdrop of a real-life tragedy that struck the town. Co-ordinated by Sharon Kern-Taub. Free and open to all. Pre-registration is required, go to [email protected] BeZimrah: Rehearsals will be on Wednesday nights, January 11, 25, February 1 & 8, 7:45-9:00 PM. We will sing at the Tu Bishvat dinner sponsored by the Havurah on February 10. Sing along with CSAIR’s pop-up choir. If you love to sing in harmony, join our group. We will sing simple arrangements in two or three parts. You do not need to be able to read music or Hebrew. Intimate Voices: Saturdays, January 14 and March 4 at 8:00 PM. Come join us for the 8th season of worldclass chamber music in an intimate setting. Music Director Sheila Reinhold (a long-time member of CSAIR) and the other musicians have performed in venues all over the United States and abroad. The performers introduce the pieces, and each concert features complimentary refreshments and an informal reception with the musicians. Ticket information: intimatevoices.org On Being Mortal: Sunday, January 22, 10:30 AM-Noon. The second class of a three-part series. Atul Gewande’s best-selling book raises important questions about medicine, its limits and how we talk (and avoid talking) about illness, death and other difficult topics. The third class will be in February. Moderator: Rabbi Barry Dov Katz. Free and open to all. RSVP: [email protected].



UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS



The Office will be closed: Sunday, January 1 and Monday, January 2.



CSS Training: CSAIR has embarked on a comprehensive initiative to help us respond to any emergency we may face, be it an attack on our building, a fire, or a health emergency. We are working with Community Security Services (CSS). The training runs approximately 8 hours over 2 days usually on Sundays. Next training dates: Sundays, January 22 and 29, 5:30 PM. For info: security@csair. org. To sign up: http://css.memberlodge.org/



Calling all Binghamton University Alumni, Parents, Students, and Friends: Saturday, January 7. Are you an alum of Binghamton University (aka Harpur College and SUNY Binghamton), have a child or other relative who is, or are you a current student? We're looking for everyone connected to CSAIR and Binghamton University to join us for Shabbat services and kiddush. Talk to Amy Leveen '75, Abby Pitkowsky '89, Susan Schwartz '76, Rachel Yaggy '08, Sam Yaggy '09 or call the synagogue office (718-543-8400) for more information and to help sponsor the kiddush. It's a great way to honor an alum, current student, or other family member, and, for those of us who attended Binghamton, to recognize the stellar education we received as students.



Holiday Desserts for Passover and Shavuot: Two Mondays: January 23 & February 6, 6:30-8:30 PM. For Passover, we’ll make a delectable chocolate Viennese cake, date and pistachio bars, Shoshi’s famous frozen lemon pie and a super moist apple cake. All pareve and Pesachdik. In keeping with the Shavuot tradition of dairy dishes, we’ll prepare a delightful Czech feathery fruit knaidel (Knedliky Ovocne) and then Middle East dessert treats that include kanafeh, a phyllo ricotta pie (with freshly made ricotta cheese) and malabi, a beloved thick and sweet drink. Taught by Judy Matthews. $90 per person for two classes. Class is limited to 12 people. Pre-registration required. Email: [email protected].



Special Minyan Times, Please Note: Morning Minyans on Sunday, January 1 and Monday, January 2 will be at 9:00 AM.



(Continued on page 4)



(Continued on page 3)



Mazel Tov to: Liz and Gus Scheer on the birth of their granddaughter, Ruby. Upcoming Friday night service times and programs Jan. 6



4:25 PM



Minha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv.



Jan. 13



5:45 PM



Lechu Neranena, an intimate, spirited Kabbalat Shabbat service. Come ready to sing and welcome Shabbat, then stay for a catered Shabbat dinner. Pre-paid reservations required for dinner. Go to www.csair.org Registration closes Thursday, January 12.



Refuah Shelayma: Joe Feldschuh, Shari Friedman, Madeline Heumann, Nathan Kane, Otto Katz, Millie Magaliff, Stanley Mast, Harriet Milgrim, Jerry Ornstein, Charlie Reich, Martin Spett, Eleanor Squadron, Naomi Stein, Yetta Weitsman and all those in need of healing. We want to reach out! If a member of the congregation is sick or in need of a call or visit, please call Norma Finkelstein, Bikur Holim Chair (718-543-8618 or [email protected]) or the shul. If you would like to volunteer to make pre-Shabbat calls or visits to our homebound members call Norma.
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