









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













March 22, 2017



Joel Robideaux, Mayor-President



TO:



Kevin Naquin, Council Member District 1 Jay Castille, Council Member District 2 Patrick Lewis, Council Member District 3 Kenneth P. Boudreaux, Council Member District 4 Jared Bellard, Council Member District 5 Bruce M Conque, Council Member District 6 Nanette Cook, Council Member District 7 Liz W. Hebert, Council Member District 8 William G. Theriot, Council Member District 9



COPY:



Terry Huval, P.E., Director, LUS Craig Gautreaux, Water and Wastewater Operations. Manager, LUS



RE:



Recommended actions to protect health and property of Lafayette citizens



Dear Leaders of Lafayette: At the January 19, 2017 Y-49 Public forum, sponsored by the Acadian Group of the Sierra Club our citizens learned that contaminants originating at the land's surface are now being detected in water drawn from the LUS water wells. This puts a final end to the myth that our Chicot Aquifer provides a "protected freshwater supply." We now see clearly that while the Chicot Aquifer does indeed provide a plentiful and renewable water resource, it can be degraded through mismanagement of sources of contamination. The contaminated railyard site next to our downtown and residential neighborhoods perches above water wells that provide much of our municipal water supply. Beyond the obvious risk to neighbors' health and property resulting from this un-remediated site, we now see clear evidence that it is contaminating our aquifer. Currently, we are pumping millions of gallons of water every day from the LUS water wells near sites of contamination. This continued pumping poses a threat to our aquifer and the future health and prosperity of our city. On behalf of all the people of Lafayette, we request that LUS and/or our city/parish government take the following actions: 1. Plan and execute a study of surface contamination within the wellhead protection area of our wells. Include sampling for all contaminants that have been monitored in LUS well water, and for contaminants found at other US rail sites which are either



undergoing or have been remediated. 2. Where appropriate, partner with other state and federal agencies. 3. Intensify sampling of well water by increasing the frequency of sampling and adding contaminants for analysis to include all known or suspected contaminants present on the surface or in the surficial aquifer (groundwater just below the surface). 4. Make all past and current well monitoring and sampling data easily available for public review and analysis. 5. Begin contingency planning for shutting down all wells in the vicinity of the North Treatment Plant. Abandoning some or all of these wells may be necessitated in the future to allow aquifer remediation through recovery well operation or other groundwater cleaning technology. 6. Identify responsible parties and methods to recover ratepayer and taxpayer costs. 7. The abandoned railyard site is a public hazard and should be posted as such. It is known to be contaminated with arsenic, asbestos, lead, and many other contaminants which endanger public health from dust and direct contact. 8. Public access and parking of any vehicles on the abandoned railyard site should be immediately prohibited. 9. Determine new protection measures to be fully integrated into policy. 10. Ordinances based on LDEQ drinking water protection sample ordinances should be drafted and adopted. Please feel free to contact us if you need further information or if we need to clarify these recommendations. Questions regarding wellhead protection area policy and related Safe Drinking Water regulations can be directed to Kim Goodell with WaterMark Alliance at 337.962.4462 or [email protected]. Technical, environmental or engineering questions may be directed to Dr. Michael G. Waldon at 337-852-3668 or [email protected]. Respectfully,



Harold Schoeffler, Chair Sierra Club Acadian Group



Kim Goodell, WaterMark Alliance
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