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SIM Austin Chapter Newsletter November, 2015 1. November Meeting: the Internet of Things (IoT) a. Our November monthly meeting was held Tuesday, November 10, at 5:30 p.m. at Lone Star Court in the Domain. The topic: The Internet of Things. Thanks to those of you who were able to attend! b. SIM member and SignaCert CTO Bart Lauwers led this lively discussion. Panelists included:  Victor Sauers, President and COO of KLD Energy  Ed Healy, CEO of RF Code  Mike Schwartz, Founder and CEO of Gluu c. The Internet of Things is coming, and technology and business leaders need to prepare for it now. The IoT landscape is projected to exceed 50 billion connected devices by 2020. Though this presents many opportunities, it brings new challenges to legacy IT operations, security, and infrastructure. d. Special thanks to our Platinum Sponsor, Presidio (http://www.presidio.com/ ).



2. Save the Dates! a. December 7, the next SIM Austin monthly meeting. Please join us for our annual meeting followed by a holiday cocktail hour at the 2015 SINC Conference (http://sincusa.com/events/sinc-it-leaders-forum-texas/ ) to be held at the Omni Barton Creek Resort. Note that we are hosting this event on Monday night due to the conference schedule. The conference will be attended by technology leaders throughout Texas, and the Austin SIM Chapter is co-sponsoring the event. Join us in welcoming these attendees as an ambassador for SIM. This members-only reception will be a great opportunity to meet prospective members and expand regional networks.  Annual Meeting. The agenda begins with our Chapter’s annual meeting from 5:30-6:00 p.m. At the annual meeting, members in good standing have the opportunity to vote on the proposed 2016 Executive Committee members. We will take an in-person vote at this meeting. An early, electronic voting opportunity will be emailed to members.  Social Event. The social event will follow at 6:00-7:30 p.m.  Please register here: http://goo.gl/forms/c1McRS96N8.  As always, special thanks to our Platinum Sponsor, Presidio (http://www.presidio.com/) . b. December 6-8, the Texas IT Leaders Forum. A special offer for SIM Austin members only: all costs are waived for the Forum! To be held at the Omni Barton Creek Resort, IT thought leaders from across Texas will come together for fantastic CIO-driven roundtables, panels, workshop sessions, and peer networking. A special registration link has been emailed to SIM Austin members. For details of the agenda and more information on the Forum please follow this link: http://sincusa.com/events/sinc-it-leaders-forum-texas/. Only limited seats remain, so please act quickly.  Note: If you register for this event and cancel, the cancellation fee is the responsibility of the SIM Austin member. c. December 12, SIM-MISQE Workshop on Digital Data Streams. A $150 value, free to SIM members! The workshop will be held Saturday, December 12, from 10:00 am-5:00 pm at the Sheraton Fort Worth Downtown Hotel in Fort Worth. For more information and to register, go to https://goo.gl/PuDFNI. The promotional code has been emailed to SIM Austin members.



d. December 15, ICIS CIO Symposium, featuring Keynote Speaker: Tom Davenport. A $250 value, the cost is $100 for SIM members! The Symposium will be held Tuesday, December 15, 8:30 am-5:00 pm at the Fort Worth Convention Center, Fort Worth. For more information and to register, go to https://goo.gl/NJpeo5. The promotional code has been emailed to SIM Austin members. 3. Time to Renew Your Membership! a. Thank you for your SIM Membership in 2015! This year was full of terrific events and we look forward to providing more valuable programming for 2016. If your SIM membership expires on December 31, 2015, we strongly encourage you to renew your dues so you continue to receive year-round benefits, such as  Free Monthly Programs with speakers/panels on such topics as Multigenerational Workforce, Big Data, and Security ($300 value)  Free Registration to Austin’s 2016 Symposium and a discount on Austin’s 2016 InnoTech conference ($99 value)  Networking with members and sponsors (Priceless!)  Exclusive Site Visits. Recent examples included Circuit of the Americas and CTECC 911 call center.  Special Interest Groups (SIGs):  CIO/CTO Luncheon, Bimonthly  SIM Ladies Lunch  2016 SIM Golf Event for Scholarships  STEM Outreach Efforts  College Outreach  SIM Austin LinkedIn Group  Leadership Development programs for you & direct reports b. Visit simnet.org/members/membership.asp



4. 2016 Regional Leadership Forum (RLF) – A message from Karen Calvert As a former Vice President, RLF sponsor, and RLF graduate, I share the excitement about RLF and its ability to improve the leadership competency in an organization. RLF is a complete leadership program ranging from creating greater self-awareness to building a cohort of confidants that can help with strategic and tactical leadership decisions. I would like to invite you or one or two of your high-potential staff to sign up and take the next step in a productive career. Sign up early and you can take advantage of significant savings. Fees are as follows, and I encourage you to take advantage of the early-bird pricing which extends through January 15, 2016:  $8,850 RLF Registration  Less: $600 SIM Member Discount  Less: $500 Early Bird Discount  There is special pricing for small nonprofit/local governments/private individuals--please inquire directly with me for details For those of you who want to find out more watch our short video HERE. As you will see, RLF is a life changing experience! For additional information, explore the RLF on our website HERE. Of course, I will be glad to answer any of your questions. Thank you, Karen Karen Calvert (former VP in IT @ Mary Kay Inc.) [email protected] (214) 476-6227



5. National SIMposium 2015 in Charlotte, November 1-3 a. We had 4 SIM Austin members at the National SIMposium:  Steve Finnerty  Terry Janis  Bud Esserman  Keri Pearlson SIMposium is a wonderful opportunity to meet others from SIM around the country. In addition to the receptions and social events, there was a full, 3-day conference with interesting speakers and sessions on many technology leadership issues. b. For Keri, a key takeaway was learning about practices from the program chairs at other chapters. One chapter has a robust mentorship program where new members can connect with other members around a mentor program. Another practice was a ’new member social’ where new members get an introduction to the chapter and sign up for volunteer positions. c. For Bud, Frank Abingale’s presentation on security drew his attention. Frank discussed a type of hacking that he says is coming in the near future - the hacking of people’s search engine histories. He, and the FBI, believe this will be a much larger target since the information stolen will be used for blackmail and other personal uses as opposed to just financial or identity theft. d. A record number of 293 business and IT leaders graduating from SIM's 10 nationwide RLF programs this year were saluted and celebrated during SIMposium 2015. The 2015 group of graduates represents nearly every state in the country as well as the United Kingdom and Canada, and now places the total number of grads in SIM's two-decade leadership development program over the 4,000 mark! e. Terry and Keri at the SIMposium reception, at the NASCAR museum in Charlotte.



6. 2016 SIM IT Trends Study Now Available Free to All SIM Members! a. Since its inception, the SIM IT Trends study has examined the IT management issues that IT leaders consider most important to their organizations and, more recently, most personally worrisome. This year’s new entrants to the top-ten most personally worrisome list are about making IT more responsive to the organization, while the four items that dropped off concern things IT cannot control. Thus, for example, IT agility and IT credibility replace velocity of business and technology change. This is very realistic and likely leads to real improvements to IT and IT’s ability to enable the business. b. The IT skills shortage has been a top concern of IT executive the past few years. This year the study asked about the scarcity in both technical and soft skill. This revealed a very high demand for architects, analysts, designers, and others who are able to bridge the communication chasm between IT and the business, while doing so in the context of the organization as a whole. This is pragmatic since it’s the key to not just getting aligned, but staying aligned. And alignment has been a top IT management concern since the inception of the study nearly four decades ago. c. The 2016 SIM IT Trends Study Comprehensive Report and the SIMposium keynote slidedeck are available as free downloads to SIM members at the bottom of the IT Trends Study homepage at http://www.simnet.org/?ITTrendsStudy (login required). Non-members can purchase this year’s report for $895. The slidedeck from the IT Trends SIMposium breakout session is a free download to all. d. A big thanks to the SIM Austin members who participated this year, helping the SIM Austin chapter win $6,000 for our scholarship fund! We not only placed first in the 10 to 100 member category winning $4,000, but also won the $2,000 grand prize bonus. e. Photo of Steve Finnerty and Keri Pearlson at National SIMposium, locating a sign that recognized the Austin Chapter’s win!



7. Welcome New Members to SIM Austin!



John Liska recently moved to Austin from San Francisco. He is an experienced business & technology executive with 15+ years of start-up experience in the Retail, CPG, Marketing, and Healthcare IT sectors. His specialties are in data analytics and visualization.



Brandon K. Phillips is a recent graduate of the University of North Texas (UNT) Ph.D. program in the Information Technology and Decision Sciences Department. He is currently an Assistant Professor in Computer Information Systems Department at A & M University Central Texas in Killeen, TX. His research interests include business intelligence, data visualization, interface design, and social media.



Kevin Hansel has held IT leadership positions at both very large and very small startup companies in the Dallas and Austin areas including Convex Computer, HP, Power Computing, Applied Science Fiction, Eastman Kodak, Wayport, and AT&T Wi-Fi. He particularly enjoyed helping the startup companies grow and mature their IT capabilities to meet the complex challenges of sustained, rapid growth up to and through successful acquisition. Going forward, Kevin is very excited about leading IT in the new highly agile, cloudcentric, software-defined world where information technology can empower businesses as never before. LinkedIn and Twitter a. Join the SIM Austin group on LinkedIn. b. Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/SIM_ATX or @SIM_ATX.



Please send your newsletter ideas and contributions (news, promotions, article links, book reviews, blog postings, etc.) to Galen Metz, [email protected] .



Your 2015 SIM Austin Executive Committee Eric Hungate (President), Diane Kenyon (President-Elect), Wendi White (VP Programs), Reza Shirazi (VP Members), Mike Johnson (VP Sponsors), Terry Janis (Treasurer), Galen Metz (Secretary, VP Communications), Laura Webb (Trustee), Joanne Corum (Trustee), John Burgtorf (Trustee), Vijay George (Trustee), Doug Fogel (Trustee), Jerry Sun (Trustee) and Keri Pearlson (Past-President)
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