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Life in the Sixth Form At Wirral Grammar School for Girls sixth formers are expected to set high standards and act as role models for the whole school.



• Registration is at 8.45 am everyday with afternoon registration taking place either in lesson 4 or in the library for those students who have study periods. • You will attend School Assembly once a week. This is a legal to link our Sixth Form to the wider school community.



requirement but more importantly it helps



• There will be a Year Assembly every week. Attendance is important as vital information will be delivered to you. •



You must attend all lessons on your timetable.



• Punctuality and attendance are key skills which all employers will look for. Any absence must be explained in a letter. •



Sixth Formers are allowed to leave the school premises at lunchtime and at break.



•



Sixth Formers are not allowed to park in the school car park or in the surrounding streets.



•



All mobile phones and ipods must be switched off in school. If they are used they may be confiscated.



• Sixth Formers must dress in appropriate clothing and footwear that is suitable for an office environment. You must wear a matching plain suit in blue, black, brown or grey. This means a jacket with tailored trouser or skirt with Appropriate footwear.



•



No visible body piercing or nose studs apart from one pair of discreet earrings.



•



No visible tattoos or unnatural hair colours or styles.



•



Too much bare flesh is inappropriate.



•



No facial covering of any kind. A shoulder length scarf or Hijab can cover the head for religious reasons



Careers Careers Education and guidance is a vital and integral part of the Sixth form pastoral programme.



The specific contribution that it makes is: • It provides opportunities for students to find out about and experience the working world and Higher Education. • It provides opportunities for students to develop skills, which will enable them to make relevant and appropriate choices, which will prepare them for the working world of the 21st Century. Careers Education and guidance is given throughout the Sixth Form from appropriate A Level choice to Higher Education advice and guidance on employment. This is reinforced by visiting speakers, and attendance at related Conferences. Each year, year 12 students visit the Manchester Higher Education conference which gives them the opportunity to attend subject talks, talk to school liaison officers from a variety of institutions as well as experience what a university is like. They will also have the opportunity of attending university open days at Leeds, Sheffield, Oxford and Cambridge. The school has excellent links with Major Higher Education institutions such as Cambridge, Oxford, Liverpool, the University of Wales and JMU, and regularly welcomes visitors from these institutions. We welcome into school on a regular basis representatives from major local businesses as well as national companies to guide students who wish to follow an apprenticeship route at 18. Higher level apprenticeships are becoming increasingly popular and we now have a number of ex-students who are willing to come into school to share their experiences of apprenticeship schemes with current pupils. Occupational talks take place throughout the year on such topics as the R.A.F. the Navy, Art and Design and Teaching. The school also has strong links with Industry and employers in the area and Sixth Formers regularly undergo work-shadowing which is related to either the subjects that they are studying at A Level or to possible career choices. A specialist Careers teacher who has an up to date knowledge and experience of Higher Education opportunities, employment and labour market information runs the Department.



ADDITIONAL COURSES AVAILABLE IN SIXTH FORM You will notice when you apply online that in addition to opting for three subjects, you are asked to choose one compulsory subject from the list below as well as one second choice. These subjects will be taught during timetabled lessons enabling you to broaden your curriculum. Below is a short explanation of each area. If you require further information, please contact the named teacher. • Further Maths (Dr Gladman) This course is only for students who achieve an A* in maths at GCSE. It is a full A level and requires total commitment. If students choose this course they should not opt for any other core options. Please see further information in the pack covering all subjects. • Extended Project Qualification – EPQ (AQA) (Mrs Gaskin) The extended project is largely an independent piece of work, however if you opt for this you will have to attend timetabled sessions on a weekly basis. You complete your project on a subject of your own choice which must not be the same as something that you are already studying for A level. Having come up with an area of study, you then decide on a focus, a title and find sources before beginning to research useful resources and ultimately complete either a 5000 word essay or produce an artefact with a 1000 word write up to accompany it explaining your thoughts and ideas. You also complete a production log which charts your progress through the time in which you work on your project. You are taught research skills, etc as part of the course and then work one to one with a supervisor. • English Speaking Board qualification (Mrs Simpson) This course will help you to develop your oral presentation skills as well as your skills of discussion and your ability to chair a discussion. It culminates in a group session with an external examiner in which you do a speech, lead a discussion on a topic of your choice and do a rehearsed reading from either a novel or a poem. • Cambridge pre U (Mr Johnson) The focus for this course is Global Perspectives. Through the study of global issues, you will explore different and sometimes opposing perspectives and develop thinking and reasoning skills as well as research and communication skills. The course is assessed via presentation and essay writing. • Gold Arts Award (creative writing) (Mrs Taylor) This award is administered by Trinity College. It involves both developing creative writing skills and arts administration and organization of arts events. All the above courses carry UCAS points. • Food Hygiene certificate / cooking for university (Mrs Jefferson-Tame) Obtaining a food hygiene certificate may help you to get part time work in restaurants or cafes in the future. This is a practical course which will help you to develop your cooking skills. • Community Service (Sixth Form team) This option will enable you to work in the community for short periods during the school day. • First Aid (Miss Delamere) This course will be run by an outside provider. .



Further Mathematics Examining Body: OCR (MEI)



The Further Mathematics course is now available only as an additional course and does not count as one of your three A level choices. The Further Mathematics A-Level is designed to both stimulate and stretch the most able of mathematicians. It can only be taken in addition to Mathematics, with a view to completing the AS course in both Mathematics and Further Maths in Year 12 and then both A2 courses in Year 13. Further Mathematics is is recognised by the top Universities for its challenging content and is therefore an excellent qualification to obtain. Student Requirements We recommend that you must have achieved a grade A*in GCSE Mathematics to take this course. You must really enjoy the subject and relish the challenge you will receive from the course content, your teachers and other like-minded students. Examination Requirements The course consists of 6 equally weighted modules, some of which build upon the A-Level Mathematics course. The exact combination of modules depends on the group of students, but are selected from those outlined below: Further Pure Mathematics (1-3) This introduces students to concepts in advanced Mathematics such as Complex Numbers, Proof by Induction, Polar Coordinates, Hyperbolic Functions, Group Theory and many more. Its content represents the natural extension to Core 1-4 in A Level Mathematics. Statistics (2 - 4) These modules extend students’ ability to represent data in bivariate situations, and associated hypothesis testing. The Normal and Poisson distributions are introduced, alongside other more advanced statistical ideas involving continuous random variables. Mechanics (2-4) Here we build on the work in Mechanics 1, further extending the range of mechanics concepts which students are able to use in modelling situations. Decision Mathematics (1-2) Concepts of Operational Research and Logistics are introduced through a variety of algorithms used to solve everyday problems. For example, how does your Satellite Navigation unit decide on the quickest route between two points? Further Mathematics is particularly encouraged if you are considering a degree related to Mathematics, Engineering, Physics or the Natural Sciences.
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