









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Sophomore Curriculum Guide Sophomore Honors 31-41 Writing Intensive



THE SOPHOMORE PROGRAM SOPHOMORE ENGLISH 3141 (Honors) EN3S01 Length: 2 semesters Credit: 2 credits Open to Grades: 10 Grade Weight: IV Prerequisite: Freshman English and teacher recommendation; in the case of transfer students, counselor recommendation is needed



This course requires an in-depth analysis of works of literature and extensive work in composition. It is assumed that students recommended for this level have already demonstrated a command of paragraphs, composition, and grammatical skills. This year long course includes a study of composition, nonfiction, the novel, poetry, and Shakespearean and modern drama.



District 219 Niles Township High Schools Niles North & Niles West Skokie, Illinois Prepared by: Chris Beeftink Michele Hettinger Sharon Swanson Laura Wright Directors: Sanlida Cheng Roger Stein Revised: August 2009



ENGLISH PROGRAM SEQUENCES Pathways illustrate typical movement within a sequence of courses; however, adjustments in sequence can be made to accommodate individual needs. Grade Weight Level is indicated in parentheses.



Freshman Year



Sophomore Year



Junior Year



Senior Year



Freshman English 13-23 (II) With (West) or W/out Reading 1-2 (II)



Soph. English 33-43 (II) With or Without Reading 1-2 (II)



Freshman English 12-22 (III)



Intro. to ALCUSH (II & III) Intro. to Amer Lit. & Composition (II)



Senior English (II)



With Reading 1-2 (II) ALCUSH (III) Soph. English 32-42 (III)



Freshman English 12-22 (III)



American Lit. & Composition (III)



Honors ALCUSH (IV) Freshman English 11-21 Honors (IV)



Soph. English 31-41 Honors (IV)



American Lit. & Comp. Honors (IV)



College Preparatory English (III)



College Preparatory English Honors (IV) AP English (V)



AP Great American Writers (V)



Electives (semester courses) Freshman – Senior Year Journalism (III) Photojournalism & Publications* (III) Creative Writing (III) Public Speaking (III) Advanced Public Speaking (IV) Newspaper Production* (IV) Yearbook Production* (IV)



Sophomore – Senior Year Images in Literature (III) Lit. of Sports & Amer. Culture (III) Lit. of Peace & Non-Violence (III) Bible & Mythology (IV) World Literature (III or IV) English Composition & Rhetoric (III)



Junior-Senior Year Lit. of Moral Conflict(IV) Humanities 1* (III) Humanities 2* (III)



• These courses do not carry English elective credit but will count as a general elective credit.
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Instructional Materials Sophomore Honors students should study at least six major works during the year. All students are required to cover “A Modest Proposal,” at least one major British novel first semester, and one Shakespearean play second semester. In addition, students should learn Greek and Latin roots as assigned in Vocabulary for the College-Bound Student.



Literature: Summer Reading: (this is a list of past choices. Summer reading is subject to annual review and discussion. Angela’s Ashes The Glass Castle This Boy’s Life Jane Eyre Return of the Native Pygmalion



Semester 1: Selections from The Prose Reader, Poetry II, and Sound and Sense Lord of the Flies A Doll’s House Tale of Two Cities and/or Great Expectations Frankenstein The Street Dracula



Semester 2: Selections from The Prose Reader, Poetry II, and Sound and Sense “A Modest Proposal” Julius Caesar or Othello Cry, the Beloved Country Inherit the Wind 1984



Supplemental Materials: Films: Kramer vs. Kramer (with A Doll’s House) Hotel Rwanda or A Dry White Season (with Cry, the Beloved Country) Inherit the Wind Scenes from Othello School Ties Vocabulary: Vocabulary for the College-Bound Student 3



Agreed-upon Elements Technology Expectations: Students will use relevant technology as a tool and resource for the course. Types of Assessments: In-class essays Out of class-essays Research component Informal Writing Quizzes Tests Presentations Active Participation



Types of Homework Assignments: Reading Written Responses Research Test preparation Discussion questions Identifying and utilizing credible sources Using literary criticism



Grading Procedures: Sophomore Honors follows the Departmental Honors Grading Scale: 100-93 A



85-92 B



75-84 C



70-74 D



Types of Instructional Strategies: Discussion Socratic seminars Cooperative group work Lecture Note-taking Performance and presentations Debate Peer revision and metacognition
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0-69 F



Thematic Units Following are the thematic units covered in the sophomore year: 1. The Individual and Society 2. Trust and Betrayal 3. Power and Responsibility 4. Conflict and Choice Student Learning Targets (Predicated, in part, on the ACT College-Readiness Standards) Over-arching Reading Target Students critically read and derive meaning from a variety of texts. Sub-targets • Identify the author’s main idea or purpose. • Locate supporting details in a passage. • Use appropriate textual evidence to make accurate inferences and conclusions. • Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words through context. • Identify cause/effect relationships. • Identify the sequence of events in a passage. • Identify how the author uses language to convey meaning. • Identify examples of literary terms in a passage. (Terms are listed by semester on the reverse side.) • Identify how a passage exemplifies literary themes, genres, and rhetorical strategies (e.g. ethos, logos, pathos). Over-arching Writing Target Students write for a variety of purposes and audiences, conveying their intended message and meaning. Sub-targets • Express a clear thesis, point of view, theme, or unifying event. (focus) • Support writing with context and evidence. (support) • Unify thesis and evidence with clear analysis (elaboration) • Structure writing that demonstrates a clear, logical flow of ideas. (organization) • Use varied sentence structure and vocabulary to express voice. (language facility) • Use standard written English. (usage) Research Sub-targets are shown by semester in parentheses. • Correct citations per MLA guidelines. (1) • Based on a hypothetical scenario or thesis statement, select the most credible source to support a claim. (2) • Identify bias in a variety of sources. (2)
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Literary Terms • Match literary terms to their definitions. (See list on reverse side.) Commonly Confused Words • Differentiate between pairs of commonly confused words in context. (Pairs are listed by semester on the reverse side.) Over-arching Usage/Editing Target Students edit sentences using Standard English conventions. Sub-targets—shown by semesters in parentheses: • Punctuate sentences correctly using commas. (1 & 2). See reverse side for exact breakdown. • Maintain tense consistency. (1) • Maintain indefinite pronoun/verb agreement. (1) • Maintains agreement between pronoun and antecedent. (1) • Correct punctuation of possessive words. (1) • Edit sentences to maintain parallelism. (2) • Punctuate sentences correctly using colons and semicolons (2). • Identify active voice as preferable to passive voice. (2) • Eliminate unnecessary words to maintain concise writing. (parsimony) (2) Literary Terms Semester 1 Semester 2 Both Semesters figurative language alliteration allusion figure of speech apostrophe connotation Foil aside hyperbole irony (rhetorical, situational, dramatic) blank verse image Mood couplet metaphor foot motif free verse personification Iambic pentameter simile meter theme monologue tone onomatopoeia satire* oxymoron parody* paradox rhyme rhyme scheme soliloquy sonnet stanza symbol *31-41 Honors only Commonly Confused Words Semester 1 lead/led passes/past piece/peace principal/principle are/or/our* clothes/cloths*



Semester 2 moral/morale personal/personnel through/threw weather/whether woman/women
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Both Semesters loose/lose quite/ quiet right/write than/then there/they’re/their two/to/too were/where who’s/whose you’re/your accept/except* have/of*



it’s/its* *Re-integrated from freshman year



Comma Rules Semester 1 Before for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so when they connect two independent clauses To separate three or more items in a series.



After an introductory expression (word, phrase or dependent clause) or before a comment or question tagged to the end. With direct quotations.



Semester 2 + Review of Semester 1 Around the name of a person spoken to. Around expressions that interrupt the flow of a sentence (e.g. however, moreover, therefore, of course, by the way, on the other hand) Around additional information that is not needed in a sentence.



Units of Instruction Essential Questions The Individual and Society How is identity formed? How does society/culture shape identity? What makes a society? Why are some individuals excluded from society? How do societal gender roles affect the individual? Trust and Betrayal Can trust be demanded? What factors inspire trust? Can we be betrayed by circumstances? When is betrayal necessary? Power and Responsibility How much control over our environment do we have? For whom are we responsible (other than ourselves)? What are some positive and negative consequences of power? Is there ever such a thing as too much power? Conflict and Choice What are the consequences of conflict? What is the difference between internal and external conflict? How does conflict affect our choices? How do our choices affect us and those around us?
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Acceptable Evidence • • • • • • • •



Graphic Organizers Journals and reader’s response sheets Reading quizzes Objective tests and quizzes Multi-draft essays In-class essays In-class discussions Oral tests



SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTION A CRT including multiple choice questions and an essay component will be used for the summative assessment at the end of both semesters. Summative assessment must show how students are progressing toward displaying knowledge of the course learning targets. LXR print-outs (e.g. item analysis) will be analyzed by teachers and the directors to improve performance in subsequent years.
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Appendices



Units of Instruction - Grammar/Writing/Research



Grammar Emphasis



GRADE 9



GRADE 10



GRADE 12



Sentence Variety



GRADE 11 Economy, Clarify, ACT



Sentence Construction * Parts of Sentences



* Sentence combining



Review



Research Paper



(subject, predicate,



(to teach colons, semicolons,



* Stylistic elements



in/dependent clauses,



variety, etc.)



(tone, voice, syntax,



phrases/sentence fragments)



* More sophisticated



diction)



* Comma Splices



subordination



* Sentence combining



(run-on sentences)



* Pronoun/antecedent



(for economy and



* Subject/verb agreement



* Tense consistency



clarity)



* Tense consistency



(present, past[imperfect,



* ACT review



(present, past, future)



perfect, pluperfect] future)



exercises



* Commonly confused



* Parallelism in a series



words (they're/their/there,



* Possessives



its/it's, etc.)



* Indefinite Pronouns



* Sentence combining



(pronoun/verb agreement;



(to teach parts of speech/



e.g. someone is there)



sentences. Prep phrases too)



* Discourage Passive Voice



Refinement and Senior



* Subordination 2 ICE's per Marking Period



Writing Emphasis



Semester I



1 ICE per Marking Period



Preparing for the Future



Note: Assessment



3 pieces of Narrative Writing



(6 total by year-end)



12 total by year-end)



Rubric for



−creation myth



By second semester prompts



−College Essay Writing



State of Illinois:



−character sketch (god teach)



without prior class time



(12 total by year-end) Prompts not given before



Focus



−narrative (end of childhood



devoted to prep.



hand.



−Writing a letter



Organization,



Persuasive Writing



1 OCE (out of class essay)



OPTIONAL 1 OCE per



Senior Research Paper



Conventions,



−focus on claims & evidence



per marking period. (6



semester (Max 2 for



Integration



−Reading responses −single paragraph or short



total by year-end) Prompts can still be



the year) OCE's diminish in



essays



Generated by the teacher



importance here



−Building a Resume



Support/Elaboration,



(9.3. agree or disagree with



because it's a



Semester II



the following:) Emphasis



big test year and kids



Three ICE's (in class essays)



on warrants, introducing



have a better



−can be reading responses



quotes in context,



handle on manipulating



−can be fully prepped; i.e.



transitional phrases.



the internet.



outline, notes, book
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1 ICE per marking period



Research



Recognize and use of the



Generate and defend a thesis indendently and



Generate and defend a thesis



Use a more sophisticated



Emphasis



(hypo)thesis, its purpose and



based on an inquiry



independent of teacher



approach to creating and



Note terminology:



placement. Find date to



given by the teacher



prompt. Reinforcement of



suppporting an argumentative



Claim,



support an accepted



Evaluate date from



10th grade with added



thesis. Reinforcement of



Evidence and



generalization given by the



opposing viewpoints.



emphasis on using data



11th grade with added



Warrant



teacher. Seek data that is



Evaluate internet



but researching opposing



emphasis on more



reliable, current and



sources.



viewpoints and refuting



sophisticated sources:



authoritative. Recognize



them. Search for



literary criticism; university



bias. Use internet sources



and use of primary



publications; non-reliance



which are "hard copy" i.e.



source materials.



NY Times Skills: (from Research Manual)



on pamphlets or encyclopedias.



Skills: (from Research Manual)



Skills: (from Research Manual)



Skills: (from Research Manual) alternatives to quote cards



selecting sources



citing Quotations



conducting Interviews



bibliography



paraphrasing



formatting a Research



quote cards



evaluating Sources



Paper



(i.e. Research logs) finding Literary Criticism



quotation basics



literary Criticism



(i.e. title page, first page,



developing an original thesis



outlining



finding Literary Criticism/



Works cited page…)



statement



MLA parenthetical citations



IRC Tour



10



LITERARY TERMS AND CONCEPTS Act – The major division of the action in a drama. Alliteration – A repetition of sounds, usually consonant sounds, but sometimes vowel sounds, at the beginnings of words in the same line or in successive lines. For example: “O wild West Wind, thou breth of Autumn’s being” --Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Ode to the West Wind” Allusion – A reference to a presumably familiar person, object, place or event, or to a literary, historical, artistic, mythological, or biblical passage or work which the writer expects will be known to his readers. Antagonist – The character in fiction or drama who stands directly opposed to the protagonist. Apostrophe – The direct address to a deceased or absent person as if he were present, or to an animal or thing, or an abstract idea or quality. Apostrophe is sometimes used with personification. An example of apostrophe without personification is: “Little Lamb, who made thee?” --William Blake, “The Lamb” An example of apostrophe with personification is: “With how sad steps, O Mooon, thou climb’st the skies How silently, and with how wan a face!” --Philip Sidney, “With How Sad Steps, O Moon” Archetype – A term brought into literary criticism from the depth psychology of Carl Jung, who holds that behind each individual’s “unconscious” – the blocked-off residue of his past – lies the “collective unconscious” of the human race – the blocked off memory of our human past, even of our pre-human experiences. The unconscious memory makes powerfully effective for us a group of “primordial images” shaped by the repeated experience of our ancestors and is expressed in myths, religions, dreams, fantasies, and in literature. The literary critic applies the term to an image, a descriptive detail, a plot pattern, or a character type that occurs frequently in literature, myth religion, or folklore and is, therefore, believed to evoke profound emotions in the reader because it awakens a primordial image in the unconscious memory. Aside – Private words that a character in a play speaks to the audience or to another character which are not supposed to be overhead by others onstage. Blank Verse – Unrhymed poetry, in which each line usually has ten syllables. Five of the syllables are stressed – generally the second, fourth, sixth, eighth, and tenth syllables. For examples: “But, SOFT! What LIGHT through YONder WINdow BREAKS! It IS the EAST, and JULiet IS the SUN! A-RISE, fair SUN, and KILL the Envious MOON 11



Who IS already SICK and PALE with GRIEF That THOU her MAID art FAR more FAIR than SHE.” --William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet Characterization – The manner in which an author reveals aspects of characters. A writer can reveal a character in the following ways: 1. Telling the reader directly what the character is like. 2. Describing how the character looks and dresses. 3. Letting the reader “hear” how the character speaks. 4. Revealing the character’s private thoughts and feelings. 5. Revealing the character’s effect on other people – showing how other characters feel or behave toward the character. 6. Showing the character’s actions. The first method of revealing a character is called direct characterization. The other five methods of revealing a character are called indirect characterization. Climax – The point in dramatic structure that designates the turning point in the action, the place at which rising action reverses and becomes the falling action. Connotation – An association or suggestion which a word calls to mind in addition to its literal meaning. Couplet – Two successive lines, usually rhymed, which form a single unit of verse. For example: “I was angry with my foe. I told it not, my wrath did grow.” --William Blake, “A Poison Tree” Denotation – The literal or dictionary meaning of meanings of a word. Dialogue – A conversation of two or more people as reproduced in writing. Drama – A story that is written to be acted out in front of an audience. Fiction – Prose writing that includes invented material and that does not claim to be factually true. The term fiction most often refers to prose narratives such as novels and short stories. Even though plays an d poems are also works of the imagination, they are not usually classified as fiction. Figurative language – Language that is not meant to be interpreted on a strict literal level because it is in tended to mean something more than or other than its literal meaning. Figure of speech – A word or phrase which describes something in a way that is not literally true but may be meaningful in a deeper sense. The effect of a figure of speech on the reader is generally stronger than that produced by everyday language. Foil – A character who is used as a contrast to another character. This contrast emphasizes the differences between the two characters, bringing out the distinctive qualities in each. Foot – The unit of rhythm in a verse. A foot usually consists of one stressed or long syllable and one or more unstressed or short syllables. 12



Free verse – Poetry that has no regular meter or rhyme scheme. Free verse usually relies instead on the natural rhythms of ordinary speech. Hyperbole – Deliberate overstatement, used for effect. Iambic pentameter – A line of poetry made up of five iambs. An iamb is a metrical foot, or unit of measure, consisting of an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable. Iambic pentameter is by far the most common verse line in English poetry. Shakespeare’s poems, for example, are written primarily in this meter. Image – A word or phrase which brings a picture to the reader’s mind or appeals to his senses of sight, hearing, touch, taste or smell. The collective term for images is imagery. Irony – There are three forms of irony: Verbal (also called Rhetorical), Dramatic and Situational. Rhetorical Irony occurs when a character says one thing but means another. Dramatic Irony occurs when we know what is in store for a character, but the character does not know. This is called dramatic irony because it is so often used in drama (that is, on the stage). Situational Irony describes an occurrence that is not just surprising; it is the opposite of what we expected. In an ironic situation, what actually happens is so contrary to our expectations that it seems to mock human intentions and the confidence with which we plan our futures. Metaphor – A figure of speech in which one thing is compared indirectly to another dissimilar thing, without the use of like, as, or than. For example: “Clouds and eclipses stain both moon and sun” --William Shakespeare, “No More Be Grieved” Metaphors may appear in more than one line of verse only, or they may be extended through many lines. For example, the first four lines of Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 73” contain an extended metaphor in which late middle age is compared to late autumn: “That time of year thou may’st in me behold When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang Upon those boughs which shake against the cold, Bare ruined choirs where late the sweet birds sang.” Meter – An organized rhythmic pattern created by the repetition of the same foot, or group of stressed and unstressed syllables, throughout a poem. Monologue – Any speech or narrative presented wholly by one person. Mood – The prevailing tone in a piece of literature. Motif – An idea, subject, or pattern that is regularly repeated and developed in a literature, film, music, or the visual arts. Narrator – In the broadest sense, anyone who recounts a narrative, either in writing or orally. In fiction the term is used in a more technical sense, as the ostensible author or teller of the story.
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Onomatopoeia – The use of words which in their pronunciation suggest the sound of a particular action; for example, “buzz,” “crash,” “sizzle.” However, in poetry it is a much more subtle device than simply the use of such words, when, in an effort to suit sound to sense, the poet creates verses which carry their meaning in their sounds. Oxymoron – A combination of contradictory or incongruous words; eg. Bittersweet Paradox – A self-contradictory statement or situation which nevertheless reveals some truth. For example: “Stone walls do not a prison make, Nor iron bars a cage.” --Richard Lovelace, “To Althea, from Prison” Personification – A figure of speech in which the writer attributes human qualities to animals, inanimate objects, or ideas. For example, “Pale Ocean in unquiet slumber lay, And the wild Winds flew round, sobbing in their dismay.” --Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Adonais” Poetry – A kind of rhythmic, compressed language that uses figures of speech and imagery designed to appeal to our emotions and imaginations. Point of view – The vantage point from which a writer tells a story. There are three main points of view: 1. Omniscient or all knowing, in which the person telling the story knows everything that is going on in the story. 2. First person, in which the narrator is a character in the story. Using the pronoun “I,” the narrator tells us his or her own experience, but cannot reveal any other character’s private thoughts. 3. Limited third person, in which the narrator is outside the story, like an omniscient narrator, but tells the story from the vantage point of only one character. Prologue – A preface or introduction, most frequently associated with drama. Prose – In the broadest sense, the term is applied to all forms of written or spoken expression which do not have a regular rhythmic pattern. Protagonist – The main character in fiction or drama. Pun – A play on the multiple meanings of a word, or on two words that sound alike but have different meanings. Rhyme – The repetition of two or more words reasonably close to each other in which the last a vowel sound and the last consonant sound are the same. Example: June – moon; sea – me; sleep – weep. If the rhyme occurs at the end of the line, it is called an end rhyme. For example: “He hangs in shades the orange bright, Like golden lamps in a green night.” --Andrew Marvell, “Bermudas” 14



If a rhyme occurs within a line, it is called an internal rhyme. For example: “The ant and the mole sit both in a hole.” --Ben Jonson, “The Masque of Queens” Rhyme scheme – The pattern in which end rhyme occurs throughout a stanza or an entire poem. Rhyme schemes are usually denoted by italicized letters of the alphabet. For example, if the first and third lines of a four-line stanza rhyme, we say that the rhyme scheme is abac (a represents the rhyming words, while b and c represent the words that do not rhyme). If there are two rhymes in a four-line stanza, the rhyme scheme is abab, and if all four lines rhyme, it is aaaa. Scene – In drama, a scene is divisions within the acts. Setting – The time and place of a story. Simile – A figure of speech in which the comparison between two unlike things is expressed directly, usually by means of like or as, or than. Two examples are William Wordsworth’s line, “I wandered lonely as a cloud,” and Robert Burns’s line, “O, my luve’s like a red, red rose.” Soliloquy – A long speech in which a character expresses private thoughts or feelings. This convention generally occurs when the character is alone on stage. Sonnet – A lyric poem of fourteen lines usually written in rhymed iambic pentameter. Sonnets usually follow one of two types of rhyme schemes, but the rhymes may vary. Stanza – A group of lines which constitute a division in a poem. There is space before the last line, and after the last line in each group. Each stanza in a poem usually contains the same number of lines. Suspense – The uncertainty or anxiety we feel about what is going to happen next in a story. Symbol – In a poem, generally a figure of speech in which an object, person , place, event or quality is chosen to stand for something in addition to itself – something which may not be directly mentioned in the poem. For example, the road is a symbol of movement through life in “SixtyEighth Birthday” by James Russell Lowell: “As life runs on , the road grows strange With faces new, and near the end The milestones into headstones change, ‘Neath every one a friend.” Notice that although life is mentioned, the road is not described directly as the road of life(a metaphor), or compared to life by means of like, as, or than (a simile). The literal meaning of a symbol is preserved along with the additional meaning that it represents. Theme – The central idea or insight of a work of literature. The theme is not the same as the subject of a work, and is different from a moral (which is a lesson about how to live). Tone – The attitude a writer takes toward the reader, subject, or character. 15



Definitions adapted from: Elements of Literature (1989) by Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc. A Handbook to Literature (1960), Thrall, Hibbard and Homan, The Odyssey Press, New York. A Book of Poetry – 1 Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc. 1969.
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COMMONLY CONFUSED WORDS By mastering the spelling of these often-confused words, you’ll take care of many of your spelling problems. Study the words carefully, with their examples, before you try the exercises. accept, except Accept is a verb and means “to receive willingly.” I accept your apology. (receive it willingly) Except means “excluding” or “but.” I answered all except the last question. (all but…) advice, advise Advise is a verb (pronounce the s like z). I advise you to go. Use advice when it’s not a verb. I need some advice. affect, effect Affect is a verb and means “to influence.” His opinion will affect my decision. Effect means “result.” If a, an or the is in front of the word, then you’ll know it isn’t a verb and will effect. His words had an effect on my decision. all ready, already If you can leave out the all and the sentence still makes sense, then all ready is the form to use. (In that form, all is a separate word and can be left out.) I’m all ready to go. (I’m ready to go makes sense.) Dinner is all ready. (Dinner is ready makes sense.) But if you can’t leave out the all and still have the sentence make sense, then use already (the form in which the al has to stay in the word). I’m already late. (I’m ready late doesn’t make sense.) are, or, our Are is a verb. We are working hard. Or is used between two possibilities, as “tea or coffee.” Take it or leave it. Our shows we possess something. Our class meets at eight. brake, break Brake means “to slow or stop motion.” It’s also the name of the device that slows or stops motion. You brake to avoid an accident. You slam on your brakes. Break means “to shatter” or “to split.” It’s also the name of an interruption, as “a coffee break.” You break a dish or an engagement or a record. 17



You enjoy your Thanksgiving break. choose, chose I will choose my course of study right now. I chose my course of study yesterday. clothes, cloths She makes her own clothes. We used soft cloths to polish the car. coarse, course Coarse describes texture, as coarse cloth. The sofa was upholstered in coarse cloth. Course is used for all other meanings. Of course I enjoyed that course. complement, compliment The one spelled with an e completes something or brings it to perfection. A 30’ angle is the complement of a 60’ angle. His blue tie complements his gray suit. The one spelled with an i has to do with praise. Remember “I like compliments,” and you’ll remember to use the i spelling when you mean praise. She gave him a compliment. He complimented her on her well-written paper. conscious, conscience Conscious means “aware.” I was not conscious that it was raining. The extra n in conscience should remind you of NO, which is what your conscience often says to you. My conscience told me not to cut class. dessert, desert Dessert is the sweet one, the one you like two helpings of. So give it to helpings of s. We had chocolate cake for dessert. The other one, desert, is used for all other meanings. Don’t desert me. The camel moved slowly across the desert. do, due You do something. I do the best I can. But a payment or an assignment is due; it is scheduled for a certain time. My paper is due tomorrow. does, dose Does is a Verb. He does his work well. She doesn’t care about cars. 18



A dose is an amount of medicine. That was a bitter dose to swallow. feel, fill Feel describes your feelings. I feel ill. I feel happy about that B. Fill is what you do to a container. Will you fill my glass again? fourth, forth The number fourth has four in it. (But note that forth does not. Remember the word forty-fourth.) This is our fourth game. That was our forty-fourth point. If you don’t mean a number, use forth. She walked back and forth. have, of Have is a verb. When you say could have, the have may sound like of, but it must not be written that way. Always write could have, would have, should have, might have. I should have finished my work sooner. Then I could have gone home. Use of only in a prepositional phrase. I often think of him. hear, here The last three letters of hear spell “ear.” You hear with your ear. I can’t hear you. Speak up. The other spelling here tells “where.” Note that the three words indicating a plce or pointing out something all have here in them: here, there, where. Where are you? I’m right here. it’s, its It’s is a contraction and means “it is” or “it has.” It’s too late now. (it is too late now.) It’s been a long time. (it has been a long time.) Its is a possessive. (Possessives such as its, yours, hers, ours, theirs, whose are already possessive and never take an apostrophe.) Where are you? I’m right here. knew, new Knew has to do with knowledge (both start with k). New means “not old.” I knew I wanted a new job. know, no Know has to do with knowledge (both start with k). I know what I am doing. No means “not any” or the opposite of “yes.” 19



No, I can’t go.



lead, led The past form of the verb is led. She led the parade yesterday. If you don’t mean past time, use lead, which rhymes with head. (Don’t confuse it with the metal lead, which rhymes with dead.) She will lead the parade today. loose, lose Loose means “not tight.” Note how l o o s e that word is. It has plenty of room for two o’s. My shoestring is loose. The other one, lose, has room for only one o. They are going to lose that game. moral, morale Pronounce these two words correctly, and you won’t confuse them-moral, morale. Moral has to do with right and wrong. It was a moral question. Morale means “the spirit of the group or an individual.” The morale of the team was excellent. passed, past Passed is a verb. He passed the house. Use past when it’s not a verb. He walked past the house. (It’s the same as He walked by the house, so you know it isn’t a verb.) He’s coasting on his past reputation. In the past he has always passed his exams. personal, personnel Pronounce these two correctly, and you won’t confuse them,--personal, personnel. That was his personal opinion. Personnel means “a group of employees.” She was in charge of personnel at the factory. piece, peace Remember “piece of pie.” The one meaning “a piece of something” always begins with pie. I gave him a piece of my mind. The other one, peace, is the opposite of war. They signed a peace treaty. quiet, quite 20



Pronounce these two correctly, and you won’t misspell them. Quiet rhymes with diet. Be quiet. Quite rhyme with bite. I’m quite sure of it.



right, write Right means “correct” or “proper.” I got ten answers right. Write is what you do with a pen. I’ll write you a long letter soon. than, then Than compares two things. I’d rather have this than that. Then tells when (then and when rhyme, and both have e in them). She finished shopping; then she went home. their, there, they’re Their is a possessive pronoun. Their 1965 car is now a classic. There points out something. (Remember the three words indicating a place or pointing out something all have here in them: here, there, where.) There is where I left it. There were clouds in the sky. There is a contraction and means “they are.” They’re happy now. (They are happy now.) threw, through Threw means “to throw something” in past time. He threw the ball. If you don’t mean “to throw something,” use through. I walked through the door. She’s through with her work. two, too, to Two is a number. I made two B’s last semester. Too means “more than enough” or “also.” The lesson was too difficult and too long. (more than enough.) I found it boring too. (also) Use to for all other meanings. He likes to snorkel. He’s going to the beach. weather, whether Weather refers to atmospheric conditions. 21



I don’t like cold weather. Whether means “if.” I don’t know whether I’ll go. Whether I’ll go depends on the weather. were, where Were is a verb. We were miles from home. Where refers to a place. who’s, whose Who’s is a contraction and always means “who is” or “who has.” Who’s there? (Who is there?) Who’s been eating my pie? (Who has been …?) Whose is a possessive. (Possessives such as whose, its, yours, hers, ours, theirs are already possessive and never taken an apostrophe). Whose coat is this? woman, women Remember that the word is just man or men with wo in front of it. Wo man … woman … one woman Wo men … women … two or more women I’ve seen that woman before. Those women are helping with the Red Cross drive. you’re, your You’re is a contraction that always means “you are.” You’re very welcome. (You are very welcome.) Your is a possessive. Your bike is in the driveway.
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Sophomore Honors Oral Exam Questions 2005



Beeftink/Wright



On the day of the final exam, you will answer one of the following questions orally. You may prepare and use one side of one 3x5 card for each response. You should not read your answer directly from the card; instead, you should use it for notes and quotations that will help you give your response. The cards will be collected after the exam. You will have two minutes during the exam period for your response. Each response should include clear claim/evidence/warrant format. Your answers should be concise, well-supported, and original. You will be graded on the focus and support of your answer as well as your appropriate and effective verbal ability. 1. Which character this semester had the strongest and most positive sense of identity? What purpose did this sense of personal identity have on their ability to function as a capable and effective individual? 2. Look up the definitions for “amoral” and “immoral.” Choose a character from the works we’ve read this semester who illustrates each definition most effectively and discuss the differences these definitions imply. 3. Look up the definitions for “hero” and “antihero.” Choose a character from the works we’ve read this semester who illustrates each definition most effectively and discuss the difference these definitions imply. 4. Several characters in the works we’ve read wear “masks” that society imposes upon them. Choose two characters and discuss the role that this mask serves in the formulation of their identity. 5. The works we’ve read this semester all post various problems with society. Choose one societal problem as defined in the work and discuss the manifestation and implications of this problem, mas well as implied solutions. 6. Each work ends with a “new beginning” for at least one character. Discuss the”new beginnings” of two characters and them thematic significance that it represents for each of them. 7. In A Doll’s House, the truth has a potentially constructive or destructive power. Identify three lies that are told in the play, and interpret the constructive and destructive power of the truth behind the lie. 8. A Doll’s House and Frankenstein both deal with the pursuit of knowledge. In what ways is this pursuit beneficial to the characters involved and to what extent is “ignorance bliss?” 9. How does the concept of alientation (“the other” or the outcast) play a role in the plots of Lord of the Flies and Frankenstein? 10. What role do secrets play in the plot and thematic development of Frankenstein and A Doll’s House?
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11. A minor or secondary character often plays an important role in the advancement of a novel’s thematic purpose. Consider the characters of Justine Moritz, Samneric, and Anne Marie (Nora’s nurse) and the function they serve in the novel or play. 12. Which society represented this semester is the most hostile toward the individual? 13. Which character showed the greatest sense of personal integrity and self-acceptance? 14. Discuss the role of “responsibility” in two of the three works we’ve read this semester. 15. Which woman demonstrates the greatest sense of independence? 16. How does the displacement to a different setting affect the plots and characters in Lord of the Flies and Frankenstein? 17. Discuss the role of physical appearance in two of the works we read. 18. To what extent do the problems that arise in A Doll’s House and Frankenstein result from societal stereotypes? 19. Which character would you choose for your friend? Why? 20. Which character would you choose for your employee? Why? 21. Who used his power more irresponsibly, Victor Frankenstein or Jack? 22. What are Golding and Shelley saying about the nature of rear through the best and the monster, respectively? 23. Torvald infers that Nora has “no religion, no morality, no sense of duty.” Do you agree or disagree? 24. Many of the works we have read this semester have endings filled with despair. Pick two and discuss the authors’ purposes in ending his or her work this way. 25. Compare and contrast the idea of civility in Frankenstein and Lord of the Flies.
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Sophomore Honors Final Exam Essay Questions



Beeftink/Wright



Prepare responses for each of the following essay questions on note cards. You may use the note cards to help you to write a focused, organized and well-supported essay. You will respond to one item that will be randomly chosen. You may work in teams to prepare for this final, but remember that each student is responsible for his/her own ideas and preparation. Best of luck to you all!



1. Relate Demond Tutu’s parable of the “Chicken and the Eagle” to the characters and events of Cry, the Beloved Country. 2. Discuss the goals for South Africa outlined in Nelson Mandela’s Nobel Lecture as they relate to the plot and theme of Cry the Beloved Country. 3. How does Mark Mathabane’s personal story, “A Passport to Knowledge” illustrate the problem of Native Education, as shown in Cry, the Beloved Country? 4. Read the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights” and use examples from the novel to show how South Africa violates at least three of these rights. You may also use Hotel Rwanda and violations in Rwanda in your response. 5. Apply the parallel of the prodigal son from the Gospel according to Luke to various members of the Kumalo family – Absalon, John, Matthew. (You can find the parable in Luke 15:11-32.)
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