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SOU Department of Computer Science Capstone Project Description The Capstone Sequence is the culmination of the SOU Computer Science (CS) program, in which senior CS majors work in teams of 2-3 students to design and develop a substantial software system to solve a real-world problem. Each team is assigned an SOU CS advisor who works with the team to keep their project on track. The student teams perform their development on the following schedule: • •



Winter term (January-March): students develop the first product release using a formal waterfall methodology Spring term (March-June): students use an agile methodology to add features and fix bugs, culminating in a second product release



Our goal is to make the Capstone experience as much like what the students will experience in the real world as possible. Therefore, we strive to pair as many of the student teams as possible with real-world clients who have an actual need for a software solution, and we are always on the look-out for local companies that have appropriate Capstone project ideas. A good Capstone project should have a scope roughly equivalent to what could be completed by a team of 2-3 junior programmers working approximately half-time for 6 months. Since the teams consist of students, we can not guarantee that the resulting software system will meet your real-world business need. Thus we don’t recommend relying on a Capstone team for a mission critical system; however, if you have an idea that’s been sitting on the back burner, awaiting future resources to complete, a Capstone team may be the perfect solution for you. Capstone teams do not normally receive compensation from their clients; but we do ask that Capstone clients be available to meet regularly with the students and provide them with feedback, just as they would do if they were paying software professionals to complete their project. We likewise expect our students to comport themselves as if they were software professionals when interacting with clients. If you have an idea for a potential Capstone Project, or if you have any questions, please contact: Priscilla Oppenheimer Adjunct Professor SOU CS Department [email protected]
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