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SOUL-SLEEP IS NOT SCRIPTURAL I have heard people say that when believers die their souls sleep to await the resurrection. The Holy Bible does not teach this. Man has leaned upon his own limited understanding of the scriptures and has taught this erroneous teaching. Trust the Holy Spirit to show you what the scriptures say about those that “sleep in Jesus”. PHILIPPIANS In the letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul was discussing the joy of being under grace as a Christian, especially where life and death were concerned. In chapter 1:20-24 he used himself as an example to discuss living and dying. "According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you." (Verses 20-24)



What is interesting in Paul's discussion is his perspective on dying. He was saying that if he lived or died Christ would be magnified but that if he died he would depart and be with Christ. He said being in his body was more needful for the Philippians even though his heart's desire was to die and be with Christ. Paul establishes here that his inner man (consisting of his soul and his spirit) would go to Christ if he died. Where IS Christ? At God’s right hand! I CORINTHIANS In his first letter to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul had many doctrinal matters to discuss; however, the main thing he was talking about was the Christian life and Christian conduct. In chapter 15:50-54 he addressed the resurrection of the bodies of dead believers as well as the transformation of the bodies of believers who would be alive at Christ's return. A parallel is drawn between those who sleep and those who are dead. He uses two Greek words koimaō (sleep) and nekros (dead). We will discuss these below. "Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I shew you a Page 1 of 4 © S. Morgan Ministries, May 16, 2011



mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory." (Verses 50-54)



Paul associates flesh and blood with corruption. The body is flesh and blood and is corruption. The kingdom of God is incorruption and corruption cannot inherit that kingdom even though incorruptible spirits can. He says we shall not all sleep but we shall all be changed. What is he referring to here? He is saying some will die before Christ returns but some of us will not and every single body (corruption) must be transformed. The scripture says that the inner man who belongs to Christ is incorruptible. “But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” 1 Peter 3:4



The body has to be changed in order to be able to house the incorruptible inner man and to go into God's kingdom. The dead shall rise first, that is, the bodies of the believers who died, must rise first and when they rise they will be changed into an incorruptible body before being re-united with the spirit. He goes on to say we shall all be changed because this mortal must put on immortality. The scripture is saying when those who are alive meet the bodies of the dead in the clouds every mortal body must be transformed into an immortal body. This is when death is swallowed up in victory. I THESSALONIANS The Apostle Paul wrote this first letter to the Thessalonians to confirm the young disciples in the fundamental truths that they had already learned. He was urging them to continue in Holiness and was also comforting them about those who had already died in the faith. In 1 Thessalonians 4, a reference is made to those that are 'asleep' (v.13). The Greek word used here for 'asleep' is koimaō, pronounced koi-mä'-ō. It literally means to sleep, to still, calm or quiet and to die. It is also used in verses 14 & 15 when talking about those who sleep in Jesus. Bodies die not eternal souls. "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we Page 2 of 4 © S. Morgan Ministries, May 16, 2011



believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words." (Verses 13-18)



In context, a parallel is drawn with those who 'sleep in Jesus' and the 'dead in Christ'. They are the same. The word 'dead' (v.16) comes from the Greek nekros, pronounced ne-kro's. It refers to one who has literally breathed the last breath, making the body lifeless. The initial focus of the scripture is on those who sleep and the second reference is on the dead. This scripture is therefore saying that those who 'sleep in Jesus' are also 'dead in Christ'. ACTS The scripture says that David went to sleep and saw corruption but Christ did not because God raised Him from the dead. The scripture here is talking about the bodies of the two. Surely no one can say that this refers to David's soul because that would mean that David’s soul saw corruption. Moreover, Christ's soul or spirit did not need rising from the dead but his body did. He would have gone back to God if His body had not been raised. "God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption." Acts 13:33-37



The same two Greek words above (koimaō and nekros) are used in this scripture as well. Christ's body did not see corruption because God raised Him from the dead but David’s corpse saw corruption and lay rotting, awaiting the resurrection. The scripture says the body without the spirit is (nekros) dead (James 2:26). “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” Page 3 of 4 © S. Morgan Ministries, May 16, 2011



ST. JOHN In the Gospel of St. John chapter 11, Jesus' friend Lazarus died. Jesus referred to him as sleeping, using koimaō. In verse 14 Jesus eventually told them plainly that Lazarus was dead because they were assuming otherwise. "These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead." (Verses 11-14)



The following scriptures teach that there is no consciousness in death. The blood does not flow, the brain does not calculate and the lungs do not breathe. These scriptures all refer to the body. “What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth?” Psalm 30:9 “The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.” Psalm 115:17 “His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” Psalm 146:4



The body is the only thing that cannot declare truth, cannot praise the Lord and is devoid of activity when it returns to the earth. The souls and spirits either go to hell if not born-again or to “paradise” if they are born-again. When the scripture talks about those who are asleep in Jesus, it is referring to those who have gone to be with Christ; their bodies, sleeping the sleep of death.



NOTE: The Holy Bible talks about two (2) paradises. According to scripture one existed inside the earth, also called Abraham’s bosom and was where the beggar Lazarus and the thief on the cross went (Luke 16:25; 23:43; Matthew 12:40). It is currently empty because when Jesus died, He descended to that place and ministered to those who had been held captive there. He then took them to Heaven with Him (Ephesians 4:8-10). According to scripture another paradise in located in Heaven (2 Corinthians 12:1-4 and Revelations 2:7).
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