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Treasure Old and New



“Jesus said: ‘You see how every student welltrained in God’s kingdom is like the owner of a general store who can put his hands on anything you want, old or new, exactly when you need it’.” (Matthew 13:52 –The Message)



A Narrative Budget for The Sisterhood of St. John the Divine 2016



Support us – the cost The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23)



W



e give grateful thanks for the generosity of you, our donors, in 2015! Without you we could never have achieved what, for us, has been a year of ‘catch up’ and a year of growth. We have been able to address some outstanding maintenance issues in the building. We have also been rejoicing in the growth of interest in those aspiring to and joining the religious life and to our Alongsider program, and are in the planning stages of a new venture called the Companions Program. Both the establishment of a maintenance contingency fund and an education fund were made possible through the generosity of our donors. They will continue to be a priority for 2016. You will notice that our annual expense budget includes all operating expenses as well as salaries for our employees. 2



The Sisterhood



“Thus says the Lord: Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way lies; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16)



A



strong community life is essential for all our ministries to flourish and for us as individuals and groups of Sisters to reach out and serve others. Our “Household of God” includes not only Sisters, but also Associates, Oblates, Alongsiders, volunteers, friends, donors and benefactors. In 2016, this “Household” will expand to include Companions who will travel with us along our ancient pathways as a community within a community. As we anticipate the celebration of our 132nd anniversary as a Canadian Anglican monastic order, we look forward to exploring new paths of ministry and service without compromising our traditions and values. 3



Pray with Us “Sing to him a new song; play skilfully on the strings, with loud shouts.” (Psalm 33.3)



P



rayer, both personal and corporate, is central to life in community. It is often in the words of scripture or the music or the prayers that we are drawn into a deeper relationship with Jesus and given the strength and energy to reach out to others. Our daily prayer enables us to discern the leading of the Holy Spirit which gives us the focus to serve the world God loves. Join us at the Convent in Toronto or at St. John’s House in Victoria to worship, pray and sing to the glory of God.



Resources required to sustain and grow this ministry: $110,000 4



Stay with Us “A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26)



T



he ministry of hospitality is also central to our life. We welcome people of all spiritual traditions as well as those who have no religious affiliation into this quiet place to be spiritually nurtured and renewed. In this atmosphere of transformative stillness, you will find gentle hospitality, comfortable accommodation, retreats and spiritual direction. Personal or group retreats, quiet days, or simply spending time apart will help you reconnect with yourself, with others and with God.



Resources required to sustain and grow this ministry: $325,000 5



Reach out with Us “And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’” (Revelation 21.6)



O



ur outreach includes our house of prayer and outreach in Victoria, BC, our ministry with Associates and Oblates, our retreats and quiet days, preaching and teaching, both at the convent and St. John’s House as well as across Canada and the U.S. We also reach out to others through our fundraising and the many ways we seek to proclaim the love of God and make our ministries better known. It is through your love, prayers and financial support that we are able to reach out to thousands of people in loving service, sharing gospel values, in ways that make a difference.



Resources required to sustain and grow this ministry: $137,000 6



Serve with Us I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ (John 13:34-35)



I



n a world beset by pain and anxiety, there are times when all of us need the support of others — someone to listen to us with an open heart and mind who can enable us to discover God’s presence in our lives. At times like this, prayers for healing and comfort or simply a listening ear can help ourselves and others in profound ways. We offer this through the ministry of spiritual direction, informal conversation, spiritual care at St. John’s Rehab, and involvement with the Indigenous Peoples, especially through the ministry at St. John’s House, BC. Many volunteers serve alongside us in these ministries in a variety of ways.



Resources required to sustain and grow this ministry: $110,000 7



Learn with Us “God authorizes us to help carry out this new plan of action. The plan wasn’t written out with ink on paper. . . . It’s written with Spirit on spirit, [God’s] life on our lives!” (2 Cor 3:5b, The Message)



O



ngoing education keeps our minds active, informs our prayer, and helps us to share the gospel of Jesus Christ more clearly. The most important part of our education program is the ongoing formation of those in the Novitiate and in First Vows. This is a vital part of ensuring the continuing vibrancy of the Sisterhood. We also have an exciting Alongsider program which gives women a first-hand experience of the monastic life and our 3 week summer discernment program called “Women at a Crossroads”. Both these programs give women skills and forms of prayer to help them discern what God might be nudging them to do next. We are currently bringing to birth a new program called Companions on an Ancient Path. It is designed for younger women (ages 22-40) seeking to explore, for a year, the ideals of new monasticism and intentional community within a traditional, experienced community.



Resources required to sustain and grow this ministry: $164,000 8



Share life with Us “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.” (Revelation 21:1)



A



s a community, the heart of our life together is prayer, mutual love and concern, respect, and forgiveness. We support and care for all our Sisters and especially for the ongoing needs of our senior Sisters and those in the infirmary. This supportive framework enables us to serve others. As we seek to nurture our Associates and Oblates, so they commit themselves to share their lives with us and others through their prayers, their gifts and talents, and often through volunteering in our various ministries. Our Oblates make a lifetime commitment to contemplative prayer and active service alongside our community, as an expression of their deep longing to live the monastic life in the world.



Resources required to sustain and grow this ministry: $733,000 9



Stewardship of Resources “The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.” (Jeremiah 31.31)



W



e have two houses: St. John’s Convent, the Mother House, in Toronto which supports our work throughout Canada and St. John’s House in B.C. with a very active ministry to the Diocese of BC and beyond. Our vow of poverty is grounded in simplicity of life. It challenges us to use with reverence, responsibility and generosity all that God entrusts to us: resources, energy, talents, industry and time. Together with our staff and volunteers we are supported in managing our resources wisely. Our Associates, Oblates, families and friends are essential partners in our ministry through their prayerful support and generous financial donations. We make every effort to use our money wisely and be environmentally responsible. Resources required to sustain and grow this ministry: $181,000 10



Our goal – the need F



or a sustainable future we need to continue to ensure the health of our Founders Fund upon which we rely for our daily needs and the future of the Community. Our revenue goal to achieve this is to increase our actual donations from 19% of the total revenue to 25% (a 6% increase or approximately $106,000) as shown in the revenue goal chart. Our challenge is to try to find support for our various ministries as outlined in the narrative budget this year and to keep pace with the ongoing maintenance and repairs to the Convent buildings. This is an ambitious goal, and we need your support to achieve it!



11



“Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.’” (Revelation 21:5)



If you would like to make a donation, please contact: Fundraising Director The Sisterhood of St. John the Divine 233 Cummer Avenue Toronto, ON M2M 2E8 416-226-2201, ext. 303; Fax: 416-222-4442 [email protected] 12
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