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St Thomas Aquinas College COLLEGE CHRONICLE 27th August 2015



2015 CALENDAR MON



TUES



WED



THURS 27 AUGUST



FRI 28 AUGUST Rosary in Chapel 1 pm Casey Safety Village Excursion Foundation Secondary Swimming Carnival



31 AUGUST



1 SEPTEMBER



2 SEPTEMBER



3 SEPTEMBER



4 SEPTEMBER



Lunch Orders



Uniform Shop open 8.00-10.30 am



Feast of St Pius X



Rosary in Chapel 1 pm



8 SEPTEMBER



9 SEPTEMBER



10 SEPTEMBER



Lunch Orders



Uniform Shop open 8.00-10.30 am



14 SEPTEMBER



15 SEPTEMBER



16 SEPTEMBER



17 SEPTEMBER



18 SEPTEMBER



Year 12 Trial Examinations



Lunch Orders



Uniform Shop open 8.00-10.30 am



Year 12 Trial Examinations



Rosary in Chapel 1 pm



Year 12 Trial Examinations



IGCSE Mock Examinations



SSV 9/10 Boys Basketball



7 SEPTEMBER



IGCSE Mock Examinations



IGCSE Mock Examinations



8.30 am Mass - Corpus Christi Church



Rosary in Chapel 1 pm



IGCSE Mock Examinations Iconic Performance Incursion Grades 5,6



HOLIDAYS TERM DATES 2015 Term 3:



Tuesday 21st July – Friday 18th September



Term 4:



Monday 5th October – Wednesday 8th December



11 SEPTEMBER



IGCSE Mock Examinations END OF TERM THREE



PRIMARY NEWS - VIRTUE OF THE WEEK The Primary School is endeavouring to foster virtues in our students in line with the school's goal of forming the true and perfect Catholic. Each week we are concentrating on one virtue and encouraging each other in striving to achieve it. Each class will have a student nominated as exhibiting this virtue and will be given an award at the Primary School assembly on Mondays. Virtue of the week champions: Good Manners Term: 3



Week: 6



Foundation TD



Gabriel Upston



Foundation HS



Abigael Ceddia



Gr 1



Maarten Braaksma



Gr 2 CB



Olivia Autheman



Gr 2 JC



Patrick Phillips



Gr 3



Michael Hoy



Gr 4



Charles Upston



Gr 5



John Zaccari



Gr 6G



Grace Elliott



Gr 6B



Caleb Phillips



Congratulations to these students. SECONDARY GIRL’S NEWS - EFFORT AWARD Congratulations to the following students nominated this week for politeness, classwork and cooperation with staff: Year 7



Heidi McKenna Noelle Hoy Anne-Marie Rangel Charlotte Stevenage



Year 8



Bernadette Ward Bethany Hayward



Year 9



Gemma Ockerse Kathleen Zaccari Regina Holden



Year 10



Victoria Ward Hannah Sharkey Catherine Verleg Caitlyn Hardiman



VCE



Denise Tyler Georgina Ross



Well done to these students.



SECONDARY BOY’S NEWS - EFFORT AWARD Congratulations to the following students nominated for the award this week: Year 7



Brendan Phillips



Year 8



Joseph Verleg



Year 9 /10



Joseph Garner Jacob Telford



VCE



Nicholas Hovens James Stevenage



Well done to these students.



GENERAL NOTICES ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT A reminder to parents and students : if a student needs to bring a mobile phone/iPod to school, a permission form (obtainable from the Office) needs to be filled out by the parents. Once arriving at the school in the morning, the student must leave the phone/iPod at the office and then collect it at the end of the day. Mobile phones must not be able to access the Internet. Electronic items that are confiscated will not be returned until the end of the school year. ABSENT CHILDREN Parents must please call the Office on 5629 2500 or email [email protected] prior to 8.15am to inform us of your child’s absence and the reason for the absence. WELCOME TO NEW STAFF MEMBER St Thomas Aquinas College would like to give a warm welcome to Louise McNamara who will be joining the learning support in the Primary School. DINNER AUCTION THIS SATURDAY We would like to thank you all for your support of the Dinner Auction. We look forward to seeing you there this Saturday at the Cardinia Cultural Centre for a 5.00 pm start. ST PIUS X FEAST DAY - THURSDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER It is the responsibility of parents to transport their children to the Corpus Christi Church for Mass and back to school. Parents are generally expected to stay for Mass. Also, do not forget to bring your sausage sizzle orders in to the office for the VCE barbeque on this day. P & F TALKS If anyone wishes to obtain a copy of the talks given at any of the recent P & F meetings, he or she may collect a copy of the text from the office.



SECONDARY GIRL’S NEWS Congratulations to the girls choir for an outstanding performance on Tuesday night at the Latrobe Eisteddfod. Many in the crowd thoroughly enjoyed the performances of all the schools which was of an excellent standard. St Thomas Aquinas College came equal first overall for the evening. Exceptional result. Thanks to all the choir members and Sr Anna for the commitment they showed in practising for this winning performance. We have a very busy few weeks to complete this term. Tomorrow (Friday) we have the girls swimming carnival in the morning until midday. The girls will return to the college for afternoon classes. Next week, the feast day of St Pius Tenth, which the whole school will celebrate at the parish church. There is planning for something special for the respective schools during the final lesson of the day. From the 14th to the 18th September, our year 12 students will have their trial examinations. Year 10 students will also have their trial IGCSE examinations at the same time. A busy time for all at St Thomas Aquinas College. Let us remember: 'We must practice modesty, not only in our looks, but also in our whole deportment, and particularly in our dress, our walk, our conversation, and all similar actions.' (St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori, Doctor of the Church) 'The sins that lead more souls to hell are the sins of the flesh.' 'The sins of the world are very great.' 'Fashions that will greatly offend Our Lord will appear.' 'To be pure in body is to keep chastity. To be pure in soul is not to commit sins, not to look at what one should not see, not to steal, never to lie, always to tell the truth however hard that may be.' (Bl. Jacinta Marto of Fatima) Sr M Anthony OP Dean - Girls School



INTENTIONS OF THE MONTH Back in June, with the renovations to the chapel, the prayers said and visits made by our students declined. The results for June, prior to the holidays were as follows:



Grade



1 EO 5B/G 6G 7G Unknown



Our Father’s 200 7 360 110 65



Hail Mary’s



350 26 2160 1165 28 120



Invocations



1000 1 360 10



Rosary



Acts of charity



1 25 31



1 13 11



During the months of August and September, the intention will be for the preservation of the Catholic faith and families. May Our Blessed Mother guide the Catholic Church and her representatives in maintaining the doctrine and dogma of our faith in the forthcoming Synod. Prayers and sacrifices are the tools of The Holy Family. May we emulate them. A great "secret" of converting sinners is to make sacrifices for them, as well as to pray for them. Our Lady Of Fatima said: "Many souls go to Hell because there are none to sacrifice themselves and to pray for them," And the holy Cure of Ars said that the conversion of sinners "begins with prayer and ends with penance."



Tee-Ball Representatives for Cardinia Region On Thursday, 20th August, ten primary school boys from St Thomas Aquinas College represented Cardinia in the School Sports Victoria Regional Tee-Ball Competition held at the Mornington Baseball Club. The boys were chosen to represent Cardinia after having been champions at both the local and divisional levels in previous competitions this year. The boys lost the first of their three games to Rosebud Primary School (who came Runners Up), but they went on to have two very convincing victories over teams representing Greater Dandenong and Casey South respectively. Although the boys did not come out champions this time round, their good behaviour and spirit of sportsmanship were a credit to the school and the Cardinia region. Top: The happy team after their last game of the day. Above left: Lining up to bat. Below: On Diamond 1 at Mornington Baseball Club



SSV Secondary Athletics Competition A report written by a parent On Monday 24th August, thirty-six secondary students represented St Thomas Aquinas College at the School Sports Victoria Athletics Competition held at Casey Fields Athletics Park in Cranbourne. We were very proud to see the behaviour, team spirit, courtesy and efforts of the children who achieved many ribbons whilst competing against much larger schools. We were very proud of them and would like to extend a big thank you to Miss Kirsty McKenzie and Mr McCall for their hard work, patience and encouragement. A wonderful day was had by all.



The Latrobe Valley Eisteddfod The St Thomas Aquinas College Girls’ Choir again competed with great success at the recent Latrobe Valley Eisteddfod held in Traralgon. The girls put in a lot of extra work (practising daily at lunch time for up to a month in advance) in order to prepare for this event, and their efforts certainly paid off in two brilliant performances. In the first section they took second place behind Lavalla Catholic College; in the second section (for Secondary School Choirs) they tied for first place with the same school, as the adjudicator could not choose the better choir. Our school thus won half the prize money and will retain the trophy for six months before passing it on to Lavalla College. Special thanks must go to Miss Lauren Hovens who generously gave up her time to accompany the choir.



STAC NETBALL U9 and U11’s This winter season competition started in May with 13 Rounds and concluded 15th August. Games were conducted at the Drouin Netball Courts on Saturday mornings and training was held at the Primary School courts Friday afternoon. With the U9’s, the day started on Saturday at around 8.45am with a combined club U9’s training session conducted by the coaches and umpires of the teams. The U9’s then went on to play their game but with the umpires and coaches stepping forward to mentor the children’s skills during the game. During the year the U9’s were also given a net-set-go pack from Netball Victoria including a T-shirt and ball. The U9’s were to be congratulated with their continued enthusiasm and skill development. The team included: Mia Beckenham, Marie-Estelle Hanney, Josephine MacDonald, Josephine Nivet, Briana Robinson, Christiane Ryan, Victoria Stevenage. Thanks go to our Team Umpire Mrs Donna Davidson of Drouin and District Association and also our Team Coach, Anastasia Ryan. The U11’s started their game at 10.00am. The games are of a more serious nature with the rules being enforced by the umpires whilst the girls were mentored in various positions to help discern their preferred playing positions. The U11’s team have all showed improved skills and sportsmanship during their season and are to be congratulated. The team includes Angela Braaksma, Philomena MacDonald, Bernadette MacLean, Madeleine Nivet and Georgia Stevenage, also Mia, Josephine, Christiane and Victoria played up to help form a team. We thank our Team Umpire Eliza Braaksma and also our Team Coach Anne Sprowell. The U9’s and U11’s season finished on the Feast of the Assumption with a Presentation held between the U9’s and U11’s matches. All girls received a medallion from Drouin and District Association. We would like to thank Father Elias and Father Fox for facilitating a Mass that morning for our Club so they could attend this final game/presentation day.



STAC U15 and U18’s The U15’s had a challenging season. The competition changed this year with Drouin and District Association combining with Warragul and District Association. This provided a higher standard of play for our girls which has helped develop their skills. The U15’s showed perseverance and continued team cheerfulness. The team included Kiara Hayward, Bethany Hayward, Bianca Braaksma, Mary Braaksma, Charlotte Stevenage, Grace Colman, Bernadette Bezzina, Helena Ockerse, and Cara Maguire. The U18’s team had a good season making the semi-finals. Their final game where they were narrowly defeated by Warragul All Gulls 28 to 31 illustrated their high standard of play through out the competition. The team consisted of Talitha Hayward, Jemma Hardiman, Mikaela Hardiman, Eliza Braaksma, Jacinta Robinson, Mariah MacDonald, Annalise Ryan, Kathleen Zaccari, Gabrielle Zaccari, Gemma Ockerse, and Mariah MacDonald. CONTINUES NEXT PAGE…..



NETBALL CONT. During the season Annalise Ryan, Gabrielle Zaccari, Gemma Ockerse, Kathleen Zaccari and Mariah MacDonald had the opportunity to try out for the La Trobe Valley Representative Team which though unsuccessful was an interesting experience. Annalise, Gabrielle, Kathleen and Gemma have also been offered the opportunity of participating in a Netball Academy during September at La Trobe. The U15’s and U18’s teams would like to thank their coach Ms Kirsty McKenzie for giving up her Friday afternoon. The girls appreciated this very much. We also thank our umpires Anne Sprowell and Jacinta Bray. Umpire development continued during the season. We were able to provide and develop the following umpires; Eliza Braaksma, Gemma Ockerse, Jacinta Robinson, Mariah MacDonald and also Anne Sprowell playing for the Sapphire team. We would finally like to thank STAC for allowing the teams to train and use the school netball equipment and facilities. Nicolette Zaccari Coordinator



FIRST CLASS FEASTS WITH COLLEGE MASSES St Pius X (1st Class for SSPX)



Thurs, 03 September



Immaculate Conception



Tue, 08 December



(8.30am for all at Corpus Christi Church)



(8.30am for all at Corpus Christi Church)



* When a First Class Feast of the Roman Catholic Church falls on a school day, the College will honour the day especially by the participation of the College Body at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. On the above scheduled days all the Primary students will attend at the College Chapel at 8.40am Mass, and the Secondary students will attend a 12pm Mass. The exceptions are noted. Otherwise, the weekly school Masses remain the same. [1st Class Feasts which fall outside of academic days are not indicated on this list.]



Tax Returns Accounting Services Self Managed Superfund's Online Lodgement



Financial and Business Advice



48 Albert Street, WARRAGUL - 5622 1947 www.jimjohnson.com.au



Dear All, Thank you for supporting Saver Plus. We have recently re-opened recruitment in City of Casey & Shire of Cardinia and look forward to working with you again to help inform your school families who may be eligible for the program. Saver Plus is Australia’s largest and longest running financial education and matched savings program, with more than 20,000 participants to date. Saver Plus is a free program that requires participants to set a savings goal, save up to $25 a fortnight and attend financial education workshops. When participants reach their savings goal after 10 months they are provided with dollar-for-dollar matched savings funds, up to $500.



Participants may be eligible if they have a  Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card  are at least 18 years old and have not previously enrolled in the Program  have some regular income from work (themselves or partner)  have a child at school or study themselves. I look forward to hearing from you and working together to make a difference in our local community. Kind Regards Bishop Alfonso de Galarreta Confirmations 2015 Witnesses, Soldiers & Apostles Our new soldiers of Christ, who received the Sacrament of Confirmation last Saturday, were addressed by the Bishop during the following Mass. Our Lord Himself, the Bishop said, gave us the definition of that sacrament, when He foretold to the Apostles: “You shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you, and you shall be witnesses unto me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1,8). The Sacrament of Confirmation is indeed the giving and the receiving of the Holy Ghost, coming to dwell in our souls with more grace, more virtues and more gifts to further sanctify and consecrate our souls as temples. “Or know you not, that your members are the temple of the Holy Ghost, who is in you, whom you have from God; and you are not your own? For you are bought with a great price. Glorify and bear God in your body” (I Cor 6:20). The confirmands were asked to respect the holiness of their bodies and souls and to respect the Presence of God within themselves. This establishment of the Holy Ghost in our souls gives supernatural strength to fulfill important missions. The confirmands were given the mission to give witness to Our Lord Jesus Christ, to defend the Church like soldiers, and to spread and pass on the Faith like apostles. On that day of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the Bishop also told the confirmands that if they love the Immaculate Heart, they will be safe within it, like inside a fortress. They will be like flowers that Mary picks to ornate the Throne of Almighty God. Indeed the children have become soldiers of Christ the King but also soldiers of Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth.



St Thomas Aquinas College 1 Tynong Rd, PO Box 500, TYNONG



Vic 3813



Phone: 03 56292500 Fax: 03 5629 1202 Email: [email protected] Web: www.stac.vic.edu.au



27th August - Saint Joseph Calasanctius Saint Joseph Calasanctius was born in Aragon in 1556 of a noble family, who gave him a very Christian education. When only five years old, he led a troop of children through the streets to find the devil and slay him. He became a priest, and was engaged in various reforms when he heard a voice saying, Go to Rome, Joseph and had a vision of many children who were being taught by him and by a company of Angels. When he reached the Holy City, his heart was moved by the vice and ignorance of the children of the poor, and he saw clearly that ignorance was the mother of vice and misery. Sunday catechism lessons were insufficient to remedy the situation. When he could find no collaboration under the existing frameworks, the children's need mastered his profound humility, and he undertook to found personally the Order of Clerks Regular of the Pious Schools, or the Piarists. The parish priest of Saint Dorothy's Church in Trastevere, placed two rooms at his disposition and assisted him in all things. Two other good priests joined the founders, and the school soon had several hundred children. He taught the children catechism, reading, writing and arithmetic, and he himself provided all that was necessary for the program of instruction, receiving nothing in payment. Other schools were organized elsewhere in Rome, and the holy priest had scholars of every rank under his care. Each lesson began with prayer. Every half-hour, piety was renewed by acts of faith, hope, and charity. At the end of the day the children were escorted home by the masters, so as to escape all harm on the way. An annual retreat was given them during the Easter season. Clement XIII approved the new Congregation, which became an Order with the ordinary three vows, and in addition a definitive commitment to the instruction of the indigent. Enemies arose against Saint Joseph, however, from among his own subjects, thus imposing on the Founder the most sorrowful of all crosses, resembling that of the Lord Himself. They accused him to the Holy Office, and at the age of eighty-six he was led through the streets to prison. The Order was reduced to a simple Congregation under local episcopal authority and was not restored to its former privileges until after the Saint's death. Yet he died full of hope. My work, he said, was done solely for the love of God.
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Aug 27, 2015 - There is planning for something special for the respective schools during the final lesson of the day. From the 14th .... MacDonald, Bernadette MacLean, Madeleine Nivet and Georgia Stevenage, also Mia, ... Online Lodgement. 
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