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Standard Academic Essay Introduction + 3 or more body paragraphs supporting thesis + 1 body paragraph that mentions opposing views and offers a rebuttal + 1 conclusion + Works Cited page Note: All paragraphs should be longer than they are wide. Introduction • Hook-attention grabber: 1-2 sentences to get your readers engaged and make them want to read the essay. Use a strategy to draw the readers in. • Background info and Bridge: 3-4 sentences that connect the hook to the thesis and tell the readers anything they need to know in order to understand the thesis argument • Thesis: 1 sentence that sums up the entire paper by giving the argument/judgment and the 3 topics to come in the body paragraphs Body Paragraph • Topic sentence: 1-2 sentences introducing the first topic of the 3 listed in the thesis. (introduce the topic by saying something important about the topic. Do not say “the topic is…”) • Give details to prove that your point is true. (an example, a quote, a source, data, reason, case…) 6-7 sentences • Transition sentence: 1 sentence that gives a subtle hint about what the next topic will be Repeat for the next 2 paragraphs Counterargument paragraph • Topic sentence: 1 sentence that states the opposing views in your own words • Source: introduce the speaker and give a quote to prove that they disagree with the thesis or some part of it • Rebuttal: prove how they are wrong and how the thesis is correct-- 1-3 sentences making them look bad • Allowance: opponents have a point but they are not totally right and here is why… • Source: give a quote that proves they are wrong • Reaffirm thesis: 1-2 sentences in your own words connecting to and restating thesis • Source: give a quote that supports thesis • connect this paragraph back to thesis in your own words Conclusion • Summarize main points, but not details • Restate thesis in new words • Wrap up smoothly in any way you can o Resolution: solution to the problem o Call to action (without saying “I” or “you”) o Visualize the future (“If Americans do not… then…”) • Framing pattern: 1-2 sentences that refer back to the original hook to show that progress has been made through the persuasive body paragraphs. Use some of the same language from the hook in the intro Works Cited • use MLA format • in the same attachment/ same document with same header and continued page numbers • on a new page • alphabetize the entries according to the first word: no bullets and no numbers • start on the first line—double space the entire page: no extra spaces and no less than double • title should be centered and entries should be left justified at the 1 inch margins • each entry should use a hanging indent • each entry should have some italicized information • no entries should list a URL, check date format on all entries
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Title • • •



• • • • • •



If you do not spend some time thinking about your title, it is not a good title. The title for any essay should always have 2 parts separated by a colon. The first part is your own creative idea related to the subject of your essay. It should not being a common saying or anything you heard or read about. It should be your own pun or original take on the subject. The second part expands or illustrates the goal of the essay. It should be a short description of what is going on here. should be centered, on the first page of the essay, and should fit on one line. should not be italicized or in quotes or ALL CAPS or a different font or size Your title should not be a sentence or a question Use title case. Sample titles: o The Two New “F” Words: Summary of “Fat is a Feminist Issue” o When Women go to Mars: An Exploration of Sexism in Engineering o Colliding with U.S. Culture: An Essay about the Hardships of Becoming American o Do Ask, Do Tell: An Annotated Bibliography about being Openly Gay in the Navy



Introduction The introduction to a paper creates interest and clarifies the subject and your opinion for the readers. The introduction  must draw readers into the discussion. It must create interest, suggest the direction the paper will take, and indicate the development of the essay. It sets up the larger conversation that already exists about the topic and then it identifies the gap that this essay will cover. To do this, most introduction paragraphs start broad and get more and more specific until they reach the thesis. To remember this, think of an upside down triangle like this -------! Hook The introduction paragraph has 3 parts. The first part is the hook or attention-grabber. It draws the reader into the larger conversation about the topic. Below are some strategies for grabbing the attention of the readers in the first sentence of an essay. The WORST strategies for the first sentence of your essay 1. General statement— to announce your topic or give some background information 2. Question—Use a question or series of questions to provoke readers to think about your subject. These questions should not have obvious answers. They should not be questions with “yes” or “no” answers. 3. Definition – define a term central to your topic. Avoid defining terms that are broad, abstract, or already understood. Avoid Webster’s or similar dictionaries. Use an expert definition that is shocking or particularly valuable. Never use Wikipedia, because wikis are not stable. They are great to start your research, not to cite. The BEST strategy 4. Use a startling statement—Use an arresting statement to arouse the readers’ interests in this topic. Other strategies 5. Allusion – refer to a work of art, music, literature, film, and so on, or to a mythical object, event or person, or a religious, historical, or cultural person or event. 6. Analogy – make a comparison that is interesting, helpful, and relevant to the topic. 7. Anecdote – Begin with a short description of a relevant incident that happened to you that many people may identify with. Try your best to make it universal. 8. Description- use a description of a scene, person, or event to establish context or mood that is relevant to your topic.
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9. Dialogue—introduce the players and give their exchange of information/conversation. It should be related to the topic and relevant to the discussion, as well as interesting. 10. Facts and Figures—Begin with specific, interesting, useful information or statistics. 11. New Discussion of an old subject—Explain why a topic that may be “old” is worth examining again from a new perspective or because of new developments in the conversation. 12. Quotation—Use what someone else has said or written in a poem, short story, book, article, or interview. The quote should be directly related to your paper and you should offer some reason why this person is credible about this topic. The  hook  should  be  the  first  few  sentences  of  the  essay.       Bridge   The  second  part  of  the  introduction  paragraph  is  the  bridge.  It  connects  the  broad  part  (hook)  to  the  specific  part   (thesis)  and  it  gives  the  readers  all  the  background  information  that  they  need  to  know  in  order  to  understand  the   argument.  The  bridge  will  lead  the  reader  from  your  opening  to  your  thesis  statement.  Therefore,  this  is  where  you   write  anything  that  the  reader  needs  to  know  in  order  to  understand  the  problem  being  addressed,  the  point  of  the   thesis,  or  the  solution  you  pose.  Ask  yourself:     1. What  is  the  larger  conversation  that  already  exists   about  this  topic  outside  of  my  classroom?     2. What  does  my  audience  need  to  know  to   understand  my  point?   3. Who  are  the  experts  in  this  field?   4. What  back-‐story  or  foundation  must  be  discussed?   5. What  can  I  say  to  make  this  paragraph  more   specific  and  lead  in  to  my  argument?       Thesis   Finish  the  introduction  paragraph  with  your  thesis  statement.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  thesis  statement  is  a   complex  compound  sentence  and  it  is  The  thesis  statement  is  the  single  most  important  sentence  in  the  entire   essay  because  it  states  the  argument,  which  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer  and  the  point  that  the  writer  seeks  to   prove.  It  summarizes  the  whole  essay  and  gives  a  mini  outline  or  a  blue  print  that  the  essay  will  follow.  It  tells  the   reader  what  to  expect  in  the  body  of  the  essay.  The  thesis  must  belong  to  the  writer.  It  cannot  be  someone  else’s   idea  or  quote.  It  also  cannot  be  a  question  because  it  cannot  be  negotiable.  It  must  take  a  firm  stance  on  the  issue   being  discussed.  The thesis is one sentence with 2 parts and it is the tip of the triangle so it also goes from a general point to a specific list. thesis statement = complete thought + semi-colon + transition word + comma + complete thought with list + period When following this formula, there are many ways to organize your thoughts in your thesis statement. Here are a few. 1. state a broad fact, something everyone will agree with, a problem + ; transition word, + state your specific argument that poses a solution with 3 parts. 2. state your argument + ; transition word, + list the 3 reasons the paper will prove 3. state a broad example of a problem + ; transition word, + state the cause and give 3 reasons 4. blame someone or something for a problem + ; transition word, + state the 3 reasons it is to blame The point is: every thesis must always have an argument and always a transition word and always a list. Whatever 3 points are listed at the end of the thesis are the three points that the 3 body paragraphs will cover, in that order. Thesis sample: College students are busy; consequently, they often eat fast food because it is inexpensive, it does not require time to visit the grocery store, and it requires no preparation. Thesis sample: Fast food is unhealthy and can cause serious medical issues for college students; therefore, TN Tech administration should invest in healthy options for students such as a campus garden, organic restaurant, and a cheap diner with home cooked meals.
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      Sample  Introduction  Paragraph:     In  1993,  Lorena  Bobbitt  cut  off  her  husband’s  penis  with  a  large  butcher  knife,  leaving  him  with  a  one-‐inch   stub  between  his  legs.  Her  motive  was  her  husband’s  abusive  behavior  and  unacceptable  lovemaking  (Smith  6).  No   one  will  ever  know  her  justification  for  such  conduct;  yet,  it  is  ever  more  common  for  women  to  resort  to  violence   to  rid  themselves  of  an  unwanted  husband.  In  fact,  despite  the  efforts  of  some  humiliated  men,  many  cases  of   domestic  violence  initiated  by  females  continue  to  surface.  Some  retaliate  against  abusive  fathers,  boyfriends,  or   husbands,  while  other  women  are  just  frustrated  and  unprepared  for  the  life  they  encounter  after  marriage.  Many   different  popular  movies  encourage  single  adults  to  expect  married  life  to  be  a  blissful,  passionate,  prolonged   honeymoon.  Often,  they  are  not  prepared  to  deal  with  the  reality  of  the  daily  routine  and  monotony  associated  with   marriage.  Without  professional  counseling,  young  married  folks  may  feel  overwhelmed  by  the  predicament  they   face  and  they  may  turn  to  violence  as  a  solution.  We  cannot  begin  to  re-‐educate  the  single  generation  to  allow  the   expectation  of  some  discord  in  a  marriage  until  we  analyze  our  mainstream  films.  The  fact  is  that  American  movies   cause  young  couples  to  have  unrealistic  expectations  about  marriage;  consequently,  they  wrongly  think  that   marriage  is  always  the  happy  ending,  they  are  unable  to  productively  deal  with  their  disagreements,  and  they  think   that  violence  is  a  viable  solution  to  conflict.           Note:  Lorena  Bobbit  clearly  grabs  the  attention  of  the  readers,   especially  those  that  remember  her  being  in  the  news.  Some  of  the   background  sentences  are  explaining  the  attention  grabber-‐  her   situation.  Some  more  of  the  background  sentences  explain  that   violence  is  a  real  problem,  though  sometimes  it  is  hidden.  Some  more   “background”  sentences  describe  the  relationship  of  films  to  the   topic.  Then  comes  the  thesis  statement,  which  is  pretty  long  and   involves  negotiating  a  few  issues,  which  the  essay  will  discuss  with   sources.          
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Strong Body Paragraphs   1. Give the context of the paragraph and the topic sentence   2. Introduce the source where you found the quote This is where you say: what the title of the article is, where you found it, who the author is, and why we should listen to him or her. If you already used this quote earlier in the paper, there is no need to restate all this identifying info in the sentence every time you use this article in your paper. (Just use MLA format for intext citations) 3. Cite the quote in quotation marks directly and exactly as it appears in the source. This is where you directly state the exact words of the author using quotation marks and MLA format. After the quotation marks close, before the punctuation for the end of the sentence, open parentheses, write the author’s last name (or the first word of the entry for this source on the Works Cited page) and the page number (or paragraph number if it is a website) where the quote can be found, then close the parentheses and put your period at the end. 4. Explain the quote. What do these words mean? Remember that a quote is something that you couldn’t have said better in your own words. 5. Respond to the quote. This is where you write why this quote is important. What does it prove? Why is it relevant to the argument? 6. Connect your point from this paragraph to your point from the paper by referring back to the thesis. How does this source information connect to the argument? Special note: The explanation, response and connection sections together should always be longer than the quote itself. If you do not have enough to say about the quoted material to do this, then you should find a better quote. *By the time you do all this, you should have a whole paragraph. Don’t be surprised if it takes a few sentences to complete all the parts. It is better to be long and thorough than short and sweet when it comes to introducing sources. If you use the same source more than once in the same paper, you only need to follow all these steps one time. The second and third times that you cite a source, you need only follow MLA format for in-text citations. Sample If this is the thesis of the paper: Many American families consider themselves happy and healthy; however, their gluttonous attitude about excess money, material goods, and food is making them stressed, wasteful, and unhealthy. One of the source paragraphs might look like this: Many researchers have studied the psychological effects of money on family life in America; some even suggest that money affects every aspect of the lives of children, from the material goods they possess to the quality of life they lead. Many Americans subconsciously believe that their success is based on their income, so they strive to fix all their problems by making more money. Dr. Samantha Durik, a researcher with the American Pediatric Association disagrees with this idea in an article entitled, “Money Talks” in Time magazine. She says, “with more monetary ‘needs’ than ever before, American parents feel forced to work two jobs, which causes less time for family related activities, which in turn causes unhealthy habits to form” (York 52). Clearly, parents who work more are more likely to be tired and irritable when they come home and their children want to do homework and puzzles. Overworked parents may then turn to television to relax; consequently, parents and children will continuously have less time together, which causes strife and unhappiness. Ultimately, having more money is not making the American family more successful; rather, it sets up an everyday struggle for quality existence within the home. **Notice where the introduction to the quote starts—after the topic sentence of the paragraph. Notice all the article and author information in the introduction. Notice that the response (from “Clearly,…” to the end of the paragraph) is longer than the source material and citation itself. Notice how the last sentence of the paragraph connects the source and the material in this paragraph back up to the thesis. In a way, the last sentence restates the thesis of the paragraph, by mentioning it in connection to the topic of the paragraph—money and work.



 



Dr.  Akl  6  



Writing  a  Counterargument  Paragraph  or  Section   When you write an academic essay, you make an argument: you propose a thesis and offer some reasoning, using evidence, that suggests why the thesis is true. When you counter-argue, you consider a possible argument against your thesis or some aspect of your reasoning. In the finished essay, it is a persuasive and disarming tactic. It allows you to anticipate doubts and pre-empt objections that a skeptical reader might have; it presents you as the kind of person who weighs alternatives before arguing for one, who confronts difficulties instead of sweeping them under the rug, who is more interested in discovering the truth than winning a point. Counter-argument in an essay has three stages: first, you turn against your argument to challenge it. Next, you consider allowances. Then, you turn back to re-affirm your own argument. 1. The Turn Against – CA: counterargument—tell what the opponents say You first imagine a skeptical reader, or cite an actual source, who might resist your argument by pointing out • a problem with your demonstration, e.g. that a different conclusion could be drawn from the same facts, a key assumption is unwarranted, a key term is used unfairly, certain evidence is ignored or played down; • one or more disadvantages or practical drawbacks to what you propose; • an alternative explanation or proposal that makes more sense. You introduce this turn against with a phrase like One might object here that... or It might seem that... or It's true that... or Admittedly,... or Of course,... or with an anticipated challenging question: But how...? or But why...? or But isn't this just...? or But if this is so, what about...? Then you state the case against yourself as briefly but as clearly and forcefully as you can, pointing to evidence where possible. 2. Allowances If the opponents to your thesis have a point, you can “allow” them a nod of agreement. You can concede a part of your thesis or just acknowledge that they have made a fair and valuable point. You might • acknowledge its validity or plausibility, but suggest why on balance it's relatively less important or less likely than what you propose, and thus doesn't overturn it; • concede its force and complicate your idea accordingly—restate your thesis in a more exact, qualified, or nuanced way that takes account of the objection, or start a new section in which you consider your topic in light of it. This will work if the counter-argument concerns only an aspect of your argument; if it undermines your whole case, you need a new thesis.



3. The Turn Back – R: Rebuttal—prove the opponents wrong Your return to your own argument—which you announce with a but, yet, however, nevertheless or still—must likewise involve careful reasoning, not a flippant (or nervous) dismissal. In reasoning about the proposed counter-argument, you may • refute the argument, showing why it is mistaken—an apparent but not real problem; • prove the source to be unreliable Source for some of the above info: Copyright 1999, Gordon Harvey (adapted from The Academic Essay: A Brief Anatomy), for the Writing Center at Harvard University. Where to Put a Counter-Argument : last paragraph before the conclusion  
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If  the  thesis  of  the  paper  is:  Research  shows  that  condom  and  contraceptive  based  sex  education  programs  are   the  most  effective  in  lowering  teen  pregnancy  rates,  reducing  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  and  in   some  cases  delaying  the  age  in  which  teens  become  sexually  active.     Sample  of  a  counterargument  paragraph:   Opponents  of  condom  and  contraceptive  sex  education  programs  believe  that  abstinence-‐only  based   programs  should  be  taught,  claiming  that  teaching  teens  to  not  have  sex  until  marriage  is  the  best  way  to  prevent   teen  sex  and  the  problems  associated  with  it.  They  argue  that  condom  and  contraceptive  programs  encourage  and   increase  teen  sex.  However  this  is  not  true  because  “evaluations  of  these  programs  strongly  support  that  sexuality   and  HIV  education  curricula  do  not  increase  sexual  intercourse”  (Kirby  3).  Some  opponents  of  these  sex  education   programs  feel  that  companies  that  make  condoms  and  contraceptives  are  purposely  publishing  misleading   research  results  on  teen  sex  just  to  show  a  need  for  their  products.  Link  Byfield,  author  of  The  Teen  Sex  Solution   asserts  that  “this  attempt  to  market  the  sexual  revolution  is  increasingly  out  of  date  and  a  bit  desperate”  (1).  He   thinks  they  just  want  to  make  more  money.  He  also  states  “that  all  the  real  evidence  compiled  by  people  who  do   not  make  a  living  selling  lethally  unreliable  products  to  minors  is  pointing  the  other  way”  (1).    Yet,  Byfield  does  not   elaborate  on  this  other  research.  In  fact,  the  research  that  he  suggests  seems  to  be  nonexistent.  It  is  easy  to   understand  why  proponents  for  abstinence-‐only  programs  want  teens  to  choose  to  abstain  from  sex.    It  is  clearly   the  safest  sex  choice  for  teens.  No  one  can  argue  with  the  fact  that  being  abstinent  is  100%  effective  in  preventing   teen  pregnancy  and  the  spread  of  STDs;  however,  abstinence-‐only  education  does  not  always  lead  to  teen   abstinence.  In  fact,  many  teens  will  have  sex  even  when  they  have  had  abstinence-‐only  education,  and  it  is  these   teens  who  will  be  left  vulnerable  to  teen  pregnancy  and  STDs.  Researchers  know  that  “With  so  many  American   adolescents  already  sexually  active  and  at  risk  of  unintended  pregnancy  and  infection  with  HIV  and  other  STDs,  it   is  crucial  that  young  people  are  given  the  accurate  information  they  need  to  reduce  those  risks”  (Starkman  et  al.   317).  These  risks  can  be  reduced  by  educating  teens  about  the  proper  use  of  condoms  and  contraceptives.   Obviously,  sex  education  programs  must  be  funded  and  enhanced  in  order  to  combat  the  misuse  of  information   and  the  many  abstinence-‐only  programs  that  are  leaving  some  teens  and  young  adults  in  danger.      
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Conclusion The conclusion brings closure to the reader, summing up the main points or providing a final perspective on the topic. All the conclusion needs is six strong college-level sentences that do not need to follow any set formula. Simply review the main points (being careful not to restate them exactly) or briefly describe the argument about the topic. Even an anecdote can end the essay in a useful way. Note: Think of a better transition word or phrase than the most common phrase: “In conclusion” to start your paragraph. It must also have the thesis statement restated in new words. It reemphasizes the writer’s point and provides an opportunity to create the desired final impression. Most conclusions begin with a brief but specific summary of the thesis and then use one or more concluding strategies to present a general observation. Then wrap up with the framing pattern that refers to the introduction. The following strategies are particularly appropriate for conclusions: 1. Challenge- ask the readers to reconsider the change their behavior or to consider new behavior and ideas. Avoid sounding accusatory or giving commands. Do not say “you” or “I”. (College students should…) 2. Summary- Summarize, restate, or evaluate the major points presented in your paper. This strategy must be used thoughtfully and carefully in order to avoid becoming mere repetition. 3. Visualization of the future-predict what the nature or condition of your topic will be like in the near or distant future. Be Realistic. (If Americans do not…, then…) Note: you may use several or all of these strategies in the same conclusion paragraph. Framing Pattern – Frame your essay by modifying some central words, phrases, or images used in the introduction to reflect progress in thought made in the paper. When appropriate, the introductory strategy may be repeated as the concluding strategy, intensifying the framing effect. Example: if you start with a quote, find a quote that says something similar or provides further development that the paper makes or if you are advocating change, and the quote in the intro tells the norm, end with a quote that depicts the change rather well, so the opposite of the quote used in the intro. They do not have to be statements made by the same person.
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Transition Words Transitions are used to show the changes in the direction of thought. Most often these transition words will be used after quoted material when explaining the quote, responding to the quote, or connecting the quote to other quotes or to your thesis argument. You should have many transition words in your essay to enhance the variety in sentence patterns, especially in steps 4, 5, and 6 of a strong body paragraph. Make sure you have at least two transition words in each paragraph. You can always find a list of transition words through any search engine. For continuing a thought: consequently clearly, then furthermore additionally and in addition moreover because besides that in the same way following this further also pursuing this further in the light of this, it is easy to see that To restate a point: in other words point in fact specifically



To change the line of reasoning(contrast): however on the other hand but yet nevertheless on the contrary For the final points of paragraph or essay: finally lastly conclusively To signal conclusion therefore this hence in final analysis in conclusion in final consideration indeed



For opening a paragraph: admittedly assuredly certainly granted no doubt nobody denies obviously of course to be sure true undoubtedly unquestionably generally speaking in general at this level in this situation evidently essentially naturally (Not) surprisingly to this end consequently to be clear overwhelmingly contrastingly predominately obviously for instance sequentially conclusively apparently basically presently definitively theoretically unfortunately ultimately as such additionally
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