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Selected as a “Model Program” by the White House and the US Department of Education



STAR Nova



Smarter Enrichment, Smarter Kids! Proven!



Bringing innovative and expanded education to schools and communities since 1986!



Mt. Washington Nova 3 • February 3- March 28 2014 Register Online: January 13th at 3:00pm http://mtwashington.starinc.org STAR Kids are Dancers!



STAR Kids compete at the Battle of the Brains in Culver City!



STAR Kids are Environmentalists!
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Selected the Best Program Again! 5 years in a row! -Los Angeles Parents
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STAR Education is the Largest Provider of Gifted & Talented Instruction in the State! STAR, Inc. is a charitable 501(c)(3) non-profit education organization serving kids, families, schools and communities



STAR EDUcATION IMPROvES AcADEMIc PERFORMANcE!



As many of our parents and students already know, STAR Education makes a lasting impact in the lives of its students, and the latest stats have arrived with the proof! Today, we want to share three results we are especially proud of: increased math scores, boosted language arts scores, and greater attendance rates. STAR offers students innovative mathematics support and hands-on STEAM (Science Technology Engineering Arts and Math) projects using the STAR IQ-GO! Math curriculum, which has helped students achieve significant, measurable academic success. According to our most current data, students that at-



tended the STAR after school program scored up to 44.9 points higher on the California Standards Test (CST) in Math than classmates that did not attend the program. Students also find increased success in language arts through STAR’s IQ-GO! Literacy program, which aims to improve English language skills, time spent reading and writing, accuracy in schoolwork and attitude toward school. Students that attended the STAR after school program scored up to 24.7 points higher on the CST English Language Arts exams than their classmates that did not attend the program. Additionally, students that attended the STAR after school program attended up to 12 more days of school compared to their classmates that did not attend the program. We know that STAR students will continue to shine thanks to the support from the school, STAR staff, and the incredible communities that support them.



Thank You for the Miracle



To our parents, children and staff, On December 12th, we put out a call to enlist everyone in the STAR community to create a holiday miracle! It was so last minute, we weren’t sure anyone could help. Overnight, like in a movie, toys and gifts arrived by truckloads. One child sent us a plastic sandwich bag containing $1.61 (his life savings) to share with children who live in boarded up homes, roofless shelters, and endure freezing temperatures at night, with little or nothing to eat. Their diet during the week consists of a school breakfast, lunch and a snack at STAR. Needless to say, surviving the weekend can be difficult. But thanks to your help, we filled stockings with gifts that poured in. All of the children received a



LEGO LEAGUE 2013



knitted beanie, gloves, and scarves. They put them on immediately. Upon receiving toothbrushes, they jumped for joy! Before the auditorium doors opened, children were given four tickets so they could choose 4 presents from the sea of holiday gifts displayed on the cafeteria tables. The children screamed, jumped and even cried with emotion! Most of the children shopped for others and not themselves. Their generosity of spirit was humbling to us all. Truly a holiday miracle happened and just know that...



-the miracle is you! -With love, Executive Director Katya Bozzi



FEATURED NOvA TEAcHER STAR is thrilled to welcome Caterina Coyne to our Dance Department!



LA Ballona students gear-up for a tense cometition! Congratulations to the La Ballona STARBots for participating in one of the most rigorous robotics tournaments available to child-kind, the FIRST LEGO League. A team of seven brave STAR students competed in the 2013 tournament, Nature's Fury, using robotics and research to solve problems related to natural disasters. The STARBots used the LEGO Mindstorms EV3 system to design, build, and program a robot to accomplish tasks around a mission field. They also gave amazing presentations on FLL’s Core Values, their strategy for robot design, and a proposal for a revision of the New Orleans levee system!



But don’t take our word for it. Here is a letter from one of our participants: Dear Ms. Anna and Mr. Andre, I greatly enjoyed the FLL (First Lego League) experience. The fact that you were above excellent mentors added the feeling of the experience. I would love to have this class again so I can feel the enjoyment I felt. The reason I enjoyed FLL was because the creativity involved exercised my mind in ways that have never occured to me. Sincerely, Isaiah Lytle Hernandéz La Ballona Elementary, Grade 5



Caterina was born in London in the United Kingdom and started dancing at the age of 4. She studied all forms of dance, but decided to pursue Irish dancing after moving to Ireland with her family. Under the prestigious Costello O’Brien Dance School, Caterina went on to win several provisional and national titles including 5 Connachht Champion titles and the British National Championships and was ranked 5th in the world. It wasn’t long before Caterina was asked to join the cast of the Grammy award winning Broadway phenomenon Riverdance. After only 18 months with the show, Caterina was asked to train as lead dancer. She toured for ten years with Riverdance throughout Europe, China, Australia, New Zealand, America, Canada and Mexico. She has appeared on over 60 International television and radio shows, including The Ellen Show (NBC), Good Morning America (ABC), and The Late Late Show (RTE). Notable performances in Caterina's career include Radio City Music Hall in New York City, The Great Wall of China, and the Beijing Special Olympics. She’s even performed for the Obama family and the Queen of England! Catarina is a certified as an Irish Dance Instructor with the governing body of Irish Dance worldwide.



MT WASHINGTON STAR NOVA 3 STAR Nova Dates: February 3 - March 28



Welcome to the STAR Nova Program! STAR invites ALL students to enroll in STAR classes that are taught by experienced instructors who are specialists in their field.



HOW TO REGISTER You can REGISTER ONLINE! http://mtwashington.starinc.org If you are unable to register online, please contact your site director to obtain a registration form. Please note, NO PHONE CALLS will be made to let you know you are enrolled, unless classes are canceled or full.



Nova Meeting Place: Kindergarten Lunch Benches (circle tables) GETTING TO YOUR STAR NOVA CLASS Kindergartners Students will be picked up at school dismissal on the Kindergarten Yard. 1st - 6th Graders Students will come to the STAR Nova meeting area at the beginning of their class. AFTER YOUR STAR NOVA CLASS Kindergarten - 6th Grade Students will need to be picked up at the Kindergarten Lunch Yard (circle tables). Please be on time to pick up your child because STAR is not responsible for your child before and after class. REGISTRATION FEE A $10 fee is required for each student PER SESSION to cover insurance and registration costs. This fee is non-refundable and is not applicable toward the cost of the classes. Students CURRENTLY enrolled in the STAR Galaxy Program DO NOT pay the $10 registration fee. ABSENCES Please contact your STAR Director if your child will be absent. REFUND POLICY 1. No refunds of any kind will be given after the first week of attendance. 2. We reserve the right to cancel any class due to insufficient enrollment. Should such an event occur your money will be credited. 3. Tuition will not be refunded if your child misses a class, quits, or is asked to leave due to disruptive behavior.



BEHAVIOR POLICY STAR Education reserves the right to dismiss students whose behavior proves disruptive to other participants. In such cases a consultation will be held with all relevant parties before any action is taken. No refund will be offered in such cases. SCHOLARSHIPS Scholarships are available on a sliding scale basis. Scholarship paperwork MUST be submitted by Tuesday, Jan 21st, along with a check for 50% of the total fee INCLUDING REGISTRATION FEE. Please see your STAR director to inquire for more information.



If you have any questions, or for information about school closures and minimum days contact your Site Director, Dan Ozborne at 310-904-9232 and [email protected]



STAR MONDAYS 7 WEEKS MEDIA ARTS: ANIMATION STUDIO Make your own awesome animations using stop motion and other fun animation techniques. In this class geared specifically toward younger artists, students learn the fundamentals of bringing objects to life with stop motion animation. Expert teachers guide students on a magical storytelling journey that is sure to amaze. All of the animated shorts will be made using iPads and will be screened for friends and family at the end of the session. Day: Monday Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K-2 ) Fee: $119 Date: 2/3/2014 - 3/24/2014 No Class: 2/17/2014 MEDIA ARTS: MOVIE STAR! Lights! Camera! Action! Join the cast and crew as we explore the magic of Hollywood and make our very own short film and movie trailer! Begin your cinematic journey and discover how costumes, acting, sound, music, locations, animation and editing come alive on the BIG SCREEN! From concept to completion, our expert teachers guide students through the entire process of making their very own moving picture using the latest technology. Students make a movie trailer, a short film, and short animations and screen them for friends and family at the end of the two sessions. Day: Monday Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-6 ) Fee: $288 (2 session fee) Date: 2/3/2014 - 5/26/2014 No Class: 2/17/2014, 3/31/2014, 4/14/2014



STAR TUESDAYS 8 WEEKS ROCKSTAR: LOS ANGELES RockSTAR Music Education is the most popular after school Rock 'n' Roll education program in Los Angeles. Professional rockers teach kids how to play the guitar, bass, drums, keyboards, compose songs, and perform classic Rock ‘n’ Roll hits. RockSTAR harnesses the cognitive, social and creative benefits of music education in a program that’s for ANYONE, because no previous experience is required! With celebrity support from rock icons such as Slash, Santana, Rod Stewart, BB King, and Gene Simmons, this is a guitar-wailing, bassthumping, drum-crashing experience you won’t want to miss. Be sure to sign up now! All students who enroll in NOVA 3 RockSTAR will perform LIVE at the 9th Annual Battle of the Bands at a top Los Angeles venue. IMPORTANT: RockSTAR NOVA 3 is a 2 session commitment. All students enrolled in NOVA 3 are obligated to continue through NOVA 4. All bands are committed for 2 sessions to allow for the HIGHEST quality performance possible! NOTE: Class sizes are limited to 7 students per band, so don't hesitate to sign up now! All instruments are provided and NO previous experience is required to participate. Day: Tuesday Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( 3-6 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 1, 2 ) Fee: $288 (2 session fee) Date: 2/4/2014 - 5/27/2014 No Class: 4/15/2014



FASHION: GIFT MAKING Create fabulous handmade gifts out of felt! Make everything from whimsical toys, wallets, hair accessories, jewelry, as well as cute items for the home. Learn the proper techniques of cutting, marking, folding, gluing, and hand stitching. This class is appropriate for Kindergarten and up. Art classes can get messy, so please send an old shirt or smock with your child. Day: Tuesday Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( K-5 ) Fee: $136 Date: 2/4/2014 - 3/25/2014 FASHION: SEW MUCH FUN Learn the basics such as marking, pinning, cutting, hand sewing, and even using a sewing machine. Have some fun creating fashionable clothing, accessories, and fun objects like cuddly toys or pillows. Then you will have fun creating fashionable clothing and accessories. This class is appropriate for 1st grade and up. Day: Tuesday Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 1-5 ) Fee: $136 Date: 2/4/2014 - 3/25/2014 LANGUAGE: SPANISH IMMERSION ACADEMY Learn Spanish through a variety of activities including cooking regional recipes, experiencing cultural dance, playing board games in Spanish and of course, singing songs. Take advantage of our NEW Language Computer Lab and practice your listening, pronunciation, and writing skills! This course makes Spanish fun, relatable and engaging through cultural and everyday activities Available to students at all levels, from total beginners to native speakers. Note: STAR Spanish Academy is a yearlong course that meets twice a week to foster better language retention. Day: Tuesday Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( K,1 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-6 ) Fee: $480 (2 days per week and 2 session fee) Date: 2/4/2014 - 5/27/2014 No Class: 4/15/2014 STAR WEDNESDAYS 8 WEEKS TECH: PROGRAM IT UP If you can think it you can make it in this introduction to the world of programming. Develop the skills needed to become a programming whiz while learning to make a piano, an interactive playhouse, and a world of your own design. NOTE: Limited to 10 students per class. Day: Wednesday Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 1-6 ) Fee: $136 Date: 2/5/2014 - 3/26/2014



TECH: MAKING AND PRINTING IN 3D 3D Printing is a new technology that lets you design, build, and take home real 3D objects. Make things like a custom ring or necklace, a unique game piece, or a tool to fix something around your home or classroom. Once you build your objects on the computer, we print them out so you can show off your creativity! NOTE: Limited to 10 students per class Day: Wednesday Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-6 ) 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM ( 1-6 ) Fee: $136 Date: 2/5/2014 - 3/26/2014 STAR THURSDAYS 8 WEEKS SPORTS: SOCCER FUNDAMENTALS Slap on some shin pads and get in the game! Get a great workout and find out about the fundamentals of offense and defense. Increase your understanding of basic soccer moves such as passing, dribbling, shooting and goalkeeping as you develop your appreciation of teamwork and sportsmanship. Day: Thursday Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K,1 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-6 ) Fee: $104 Date: 2/6/2014 - 3/27/2014 GAMESCHOOL: SETTLERS OF MINECRAFT You and your classmates arrive on the shore of an uninhabited virtual world, full of resources and unlimited potential. This will be the site of your new settlement, but what will it look like? Watch your virtual utopia grow week by week throughout the session, working on weekly challenges together as you build and develop a fully functional township in the world of Minecraft. Will you build a thriving metropolis, a quaint fishing village, or something completely new? NOTE: Limited to 10 students per class Day: Thursday Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K,1 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-6 ) Fee: $136 Date: 2/6/2014 - 3/27/2014 STAR FRIDAYS 8 WEEKS LANGUAGE: SPANISH IMMERSION ACADEMY For class description and fee please see Tuesday.
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Mt Washington Nova 3 • February 3 - March 28, 2014 MONDAY MEDIA ARTS: ANIMATION STUDIO 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K-2 ) MEDIA ARTS: ANIMATION STUDIO 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-6 )



TUESDAY ROCKSTAR: LA 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( 3-6 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2,1 ) FASHION: GIFT-MAKING 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( K-5 ) FASHION: SEW MUCH FUN 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 1-5 )



WEDNESDAY TECH: PROGRAM IT UP 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 1-6 )



THURSDAY SPORTS: SOCCER FUNDAMENTALS 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K,1 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-6 )



TECH: MAKING AND PRINTING IN 3D 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-6 ) GAMESCHOOL: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM ( 1-6 ) SETTLERS OF MINECRAFT 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K,1 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-6 )



FRIDAY LANGUAGE: SPANISH IMMERSION ACADEMY 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K,1 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-6 )



LANGUAGE: SPANISH IMMERSION ACADEMY 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( K,1 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-6 )



Online Registration Now Available at http://mtwashington.starinc.org



310-904-9232 • [email protected] www.starinc.org
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