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Administrative Procedure 560



STUDENT TRANSPORTATION Background The district shall arrange transportation for students who are entitled to transportation under the School Act, or are directed by the district to attend a specific school or program. (The School Act requires the district to provide for the transportation of a student to and from the site of the school in which the district has enrolled the student, if the student resides 2.4 kilometers or more from the school.) The district has modified this distance to 1.2 kilometers or more for elementary students subject to annual budget approval. Definitions: Catchment area means an area that includes the attendance area of the school and other areas for which the district has designated the school as the receiving school for students residing in specific neighborhoods. A student’s neighborhood of residence shall be determined by their permanent residential address, as recorded on the district’s student file and where the student’s parent or legal guardian resides. Designated school means the school(s) identified by the district as: ●



The receiving school for students residing in specific neighborhoods;



●



The school a student with special needs is directed to attend;



●



The schools where programs of choice are established by the district along with its corresponding transportation service; or



●



The school where a student has been relocated or directed by the chief superintendent or designate.



Distance Eligible distances for bus passes or charter service will be measured by the shortest travelled road or public right-of-way from the residence of the student to the school site, as follows: ●



In areas subdivided into urban residential lots, from the nearest corner of the lot on which the residence is located.



●



In areas not subdivided into urban residential lots, from the main gateway, or from the place where the main driveway to the residence meets the road.
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Form of Transportation - the district will determine the appropriate form of transportation in each case, including chartered buses, taxis, regular Calgary Transit service, or provide payment in lieu of transportation. Transportation Service Area - means the designated area for a school in which the district has established school bus routes by which students may be transported to and from the site of the school. Students entitled to transportation - under the School Act is a student who resides 2.4 kilometers or more from the school to which the district has directed the student. Procedures 1. The district shall arrange transportation for students who are entitled to transportation under the School Act, or who are designated by the district to attend a specific school or program. 1.1



Kindergarten and elementary students in the City of Calgary residing 1.2 kilometers or more from the school to which they have been directed, are eligible to receive transportation service.



1.2



All transported students will be levied a transportation fee for this service, subject to annual budget approval.



1.3



Junior and senior high students in the City of Calgary, residing 2.4 kilometers or more from the school they are directed to attend by the district, are eligible to purchase a subsidized unlimited use Calgary Transit bus pass, upon application, and where regularly scheduled transit service exists.



2. Kindergarten and Elementary Students 2.1



Kindergarten and elementary students in the City of Calgary residing 1.2 kilometers or more from the school they are directed to attend by the district are eligible to receive transportation. The Application for Transportation form must be completed and returned to the school along with fee payment (Form 560-1). Payment in lieu of transportation, at the annual district approved rate per family, per school day attended, will be provided to parents, upon application, to assist in providing transportation of the student to the bus route or to the school, whichever is the lesser distance.



3. Junior High Students 3.1



Junior High students in the City of Calgary residing 2.4 kilometers or more from the school they are directed to attend by the district are eligible to receive subsidized bus passes, upon application, where regularly scheduled Calgary transit service exists. Interim charter service may be provided when seating space is available on existing elementary charter service. When neither public transit nor charter service is provided, payment in lieu of transportation will be provided to parents/legal guardians, upon application, to assist in providing transportation of the student to the bus route or to the school, whichever is the shorter distance.
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4. Senior High Students 4.1



Senior high students in the City of Calgary residing 2.4 kilometers or more from the school they are directed to attend by the district are eligible to receive subsidized Calgary Transit bus passes, upon application. Students who opt to attend district-wide programs with associated boundaries, and reside 2.4 kilometers or more from the school of choice, will be eligible to apply for subsidized Calgary Transit bus passes. Special circumstances approved by the applicable area superintendent may warrant transportation being provided to access other programs. Payment in lieu of transportation, at the current approved rate per family per school day attended, may be provided to parents/legal guardians, upon application, to assist in providing transportation of the student to the bus route or to the school, whichever is the lesser distance.



5. Students residing in the Rocky View School Division 5.1



Students residing outside of the City of Calgary must reside within the transportation service area (as provided by Rocky View School Division) of their designated school in order to qualify for transportation. Transportation fees are levied for all (K-12) students residing in the Rocky View School Division. Payment in lieu of transportation may be provided when charter service is not available.



6. Programs of Choice or Alternative Schools 6.1



Junior/senior high students residing in the City of Calgary and attending a program of choice in the school they are directed to by the district are eligible to receive subsidized Calgary Transit bus passes, upon application, when they reside 2.4 kilometers or more from the school to which they are directed to. Payment in lieu of transportation may be provided to parents/legal guardians, upon application, to assist in providing transportation to the bus route or to the school, whichever is the lesser distance.



7. Students Residing in the Rocky View School Division attending Programs of Choice or Alternative Schools within the City of Calgary 7.1



Students who live outside the Calgary city limits are not in the transportation area for programs of choice. These students are only eligible for district provided transportation, as room permits on existing bus routes within the City of Calgary, at an appropriate bus stop within the transportation service area for that school.



8. Special Education Students 8.1



Special Education students, who are eligible for transportation assistance, may apply for a monthly subsidized bus pass (grades 7 - 12). A monthly user fee will apply for charter bus service, taxi or handi-bus. Charter service may be provided when, in the opinion of the Superintendent, Instructional Services or designate and the principal, the student is unable to use public transit service because of distance or disability. Payment in lieu or provision of taxi service may be used as an option in exceptional situations upon recommendation of the Superintendent, Instructional Services.
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9. Optional Attendance Students 9.1



9.2



Students in grades one to twelve who exercise their option of attending a school other than in the catchment area in which they reside are eligible for transportation when: 9.1.1



They qualify for transportation to their designated school;



9.1.2



Charter bus service is not provided to their designated school.



Special circumstances approved by the superintendents of areas, Instructional Services, or Support Services may warrant transportation being granted.



10. Special Circumstances 10.1



Principals may refer to the Manager of Transportation or designate, exceptional cases or circumstances involving students who reside inside the set limits. Such cases will be referred to in writing. Medical certificates must be provided by parents/legal guardians if applicable. Written authorization, valid only for the current school year, will be received by the school through the manager of Transportation or designate before Calgary Transit bus passes are issued to such students.



11. Payment in Lieu of Transportation 11.1



The Manager of Transportation or designate may provide payment in lieu of transportation, upon agreement with the parent/legal guardian living in the City of Calgary, but residing outside the walking limit (1.2 kilometres or more for elementary, 2.4 kilometres or more for secondary) from the nearest school. This agreement will provide payment of an allowance in lieu of transportation at the current approved rate per family/school day attended.



Approval Date:



April 12, 2016



Reference:



Section 13, 20, 21, 24, 25, 45, 45.1, 51, 52, 53, 60, 61, 113, 116, 117 School Act Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act  Traffic Safety Act Commercial Vehicle Safety Regulation 121/2009 Student Transportation Regulation 250/98 (Amended A.R. 125/2005) Use of Highway and Rules of the Road Regulation 304/2002 Vehicle Equipment Regulation 122/2009  
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