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Hinduism 1. Reincarnation – In Hinduism and Buddhism the process by which a soul is reborn continuously until it achieves perfect understanding. 2. Karma – The totality of the good and bad deeds performed by a person which is believed to determine his or her fate after rebirth 3. Jainism – A religion founded in India in the 6th century B.C. whose members believe that everything in the universe has a soul and therefore should not be harmed. 4. Brahmin – A member of a social class made up of priest. 5. Brahma – A Hindu god considered the creator of the world. 6. Vishnu – A Hindu god considered the preserver of the world. 7. Shiva – A Hindu god considered the destroyer of the world. 8. Moksha – The Hindu final goal, the perfect state of understanding. 9. Upanishads – A written dialogue of Hindu teachers written between 750 to 500 B.C in an attempt to explain the hidden meaning of the Vedic Hymns.



Saivism, Shaktism, Vaishnavism and Smartism are the four major denominations of Hinduism? The five levels of the Hindu caste system were Brahims, Kshatryas, Vaishyas, Shudras and Chandalas. Jains believed that everything had a soul. To keep from swallowing bugs they wore a mask and to keep from stepping on bugs they would sweep the path as they were walking.



Buddhism 1. Enlightenment – A state of perfect wisdom in which one understands basic truths about the universe. 2. Nirvana – A release from pain and suffering achieved after enlightenment. 3. Siddhartha Gautama – The founder of Buddhism. 4. Eightfold Paths - a guide of behavior to enlightenment



5. Four Noble Truths - The four main ideas that Buddha came to understand on his path to enlightenment. Part of the Buddha’s first sermon. 6. Moksha – The perfect state of understanding. 7. Fasted – The limiting of intake of food for religious purposes. 8. Sangha – A Buddhist religious order. 9. Dharma – A Buddhist doctrine for teaching. 10. Stupa – Mounted stone structures built over Buddhist holy relics. 11. Pilgrimages – religious journeys to holy sites. 12. Mahayana – A sect of Buddhism that offers salvation to all and allows popular worships. 13. Theravada – A sect of Buddhism focusing on the strict spiritual discipline originally advocated by the Buddha. The Four Noble Truths of Buddhism. 1. Life is filled with suffering and sorrow 2. The cause of all suffering is people’s selfish desire for temporary pleasures of this world 3. The way to end all suffering is to end all desires 4. The way to overcomes such desires and attain enlightenment is to follow the Eightfold Path



The founder of the Buddhism was Siddhartha Gautama.



Islam 1. Allah – God 2. Muhammad – the main messenger of Allah 3. Islam - monotheistic reglion that developed in Arbia in the seventh century. 4. Muslim - a follower of Islam. 5. Hijrah – Muhammad’s migration from Mecca to Yathrib in 622. 6. Mosque - A Islamic place of worship.



7. Hajj - a pilgrimage to Mecca, performed as a duty of Muslims. 8. Qur’an - the holy book of Islam. 9. Sunna-a Islamic model for living, based on the life and teachings of Muhammad. 10. Shari’a - a body of law governing the lifes of Muslims 11. Caliph - a supreme political and religious leader in a Muslim government. 12. Umayyads - a dynstay that ruled the Muslim Empire from AD 661- 750 and later established a kingdom in al-Andalus. 13. Shi’a - the branch of islam who’s members acknowledge Ali and his descendants as the rightful successors of Muhammad. 14. Sunni- The branch of Islam who’s members acknowledge the first four caliphs as the rightful successors of Muhammad. 15. Sufi - A Muslim who seeks to achieve direct contact with God thru mystical means. 16. Abbasids - a dynasty that ruled much of the Muslim Empire from AD 750 to 858. 17. Al-Andalus - a muslim ruled region and is what is now Spain, in the established in the 8 century AD. 18. Fatimid - a member of a muslim destiny that traced its ancestry to Muhammed daughter, Fatima and that built an empire in north Africa, Arbia, and Syria, in the tenth thru twelveth centuries. 19. House of Wisdom – a center of learning for Islam established in Baghdad in the 800s. 20. Calligraphy – The art of beautiful handwriting. 21. Alms – Money for the poor through a special religious tax. One of the Five Pillars of Muslim. The Five Pillars of Islam 1. Faith 2. Prayer



3. Alms 4. Fasting 5. Pilgrimage The Bedouins were Arab Nomads clans whose ideas of courage, loyalty to family and warrior skills that became a part of the Islamic way of life? The basic principle taught by Muhammad’s led to the Islam Religion was the belief in one God.



Judaism 1. Palestine – A region at the East end of the Mediterranean Sea, once occupied by the Phoenicians. 2. Canaan – Ancient home of the Hebrews 3. Torah – The five books of the Hebrew Bible. The most sacred writings in the Jewish tradition. 4. Abraham – The father of the Hebrew people 5. Monotheism – A belief in a single God. 6. Covenant – A mutual promise of agreement – especially the agreement between God and the Hebrew people as recorded in the Bible.



7. Moses – The man who led the Hebrews out of slavery. 8. Israel – A kingdom of the united Hebrews in Palestine, lasting from 1020 to 922 B.C.; later, the Northern most of the two Hebrew Kingdoms; now, the Jewish nation that was established in Palestine in 1948. 9. Judah – A Hebrew kingdom in Palestine established around 922 B.C.. 10. Tribute – A payment made by a weaker power to a stronger power to obtain and assurance of peace and security. 11. Ten Commandments – The ten laws written by Yahweh on two stone tablets that Moses brought down from Mt. Sinai.



The three Kings of Israel 1. Saul 2. David 3. Soloman



Christianity 1. Jesus – The disciple, recognized by several religions, believed to be the son of God by Christians. 2. Apostle – One of the followers of Jesus who preached and spread his teachings. 3. Paul – An apostle who had enormous impact on the Christian religion, spreading and teaching Jesus’ teaching. 4. Diaspora – the dispersal of the Jews from their home land in Palestine – especially during the period of more than 1800 years that followed the Romans destruction of the temple of Jerusalem in the A.D.. 5. Constantine – The Roman Emperor who accredited his success in battle to the Christian God. 6. Bishop – A high ranking Christian official who supervises several local churches. 7. Peter – One of the disciples Jesus, referred to as the rock of Christianity; the first Bishop of Rome. 8. Pope – the Bishop of Rome, head of the Roman Catholic Church Jesus referred to Peter as the “rock” on which the Christian Church would be built.
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