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SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME MASS INTENTIONS: 5:30 p.m. Saturday, February 11 + John Paul Jones (Oscar & Sharyn Bastiani) 8:00 a.m. Sunday, February 12 For the People 10:00 a.m. Sunday, February 12 + Chris Freyberg (The Thompson’s) 8:00 a.m. Monday, February 13 Sherri & Terry Meaige (D. J. Stapleton) 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, February 14 + John & Ann Cornett 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 15 Simon & Ramos Family & Deceased Friends (Remy Simon) 8:00 a.m. Thursday, February 16 + Marie Whaley (Patty Hays) 8:00 a.m. Friday, February 17 All Souls (Donor) 5:30 p.m. Saturday, February 18 Linda Nettle (Keith & Renee Davison) 8:00 a. m. Sunday, February 19 For the People 10:00 a.m. Sunday, February 19 + Don & Bobby Crance (Gary & Cathy Geswein)



SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES:



Sunday:



Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Marriage Day Ss. Cyril and Methodius; Valentine’s Day The Seven Founders of the Order of Servites Blessed Virgin Mary



Tuesday: Friday: Saturday:



Total collection: Feb. 4/5 $2,815.00 Average expenses last 4 weeks: $3,628.22 Total in Electrical Fund: $115,634.38 Total Pledged for Electrical as of 1/12: $124,409.25 Attendance: 5:30 (55) 8:00 (65) 10:00 (102)



Pastor’s Notes Jesus has given us the Beatitudes. He has called us to be salt and light for the world. Now in this next part of His “Sermon on the Mount”, Jesus begins to explore what the Law really means. He begins by telling His disciples that He has not come to abolish the Law and the prophets but to fulfill them. In so speaking Jesus is claiming that everything anticipated in the Hebrew Scriptures is fulfilled in His person. All of the Torah and Prophetic writings point to Jesus, His entire life, passion, death, and resurrection. Jesus is also implying that the Hebrew Scriptures point directly to His teaching. Jesus is to be the One authentic, that is, authoritative interpreter of the Scriptures. From now on everyone must follow Jesus’ lead in teaching the precepts contained therein. To do less would be to break the commandments and teach others to do so. Jesus calls for a righteousness that exceeds that of the Scribes and the Pharisees. He stresses that keeping the Law as God intends it to be kept means more than an external observance. To truly keep the Law requires that it be kept from the heart. True righteousness is something that comes from deep within a person and influences everything that that person thinks, does, and says. Jesus emphasizes this by giving the “great antitheses” (“You have heard it said…but I say to you). Each of these expresses how keeping the specific commandment comes from deep within the person. One has to remove from one’s life every thought or action that could lead that person to kill, commit adultery, etc. To keep the commandment “Thou shalt not kill” we have to eliminate from our lives all prejudice, anger, hatred, in fact anything that would make us look down on another person. To avoid committing adultery, we have to avoid anything that would make us see the other person as an object which is there solely for our own pleasure. In short, to keep the commandments means that we always look at the other person as one like ourselves, made in the image and likeness of God. We must see the other as an end in himself or herself, never as a means to our ends. Failure to do so means that we break the commandments even if we never physically kill someone or commit an act of adultery. In our hearts we have already done so by stripping that other person of his or her humanity and seeing them as being no different than a tool for our use. Jesus preaching to Galilean Jews, probably did not really expect anyone offering sacrifice in Jerusalem to leave their gifts there and return hundreds miles to their homes in Galilee to reconcile with another person. He almost certainly did not really mean that people should maim themselves to avoid sin. But Jesus used these extreme examples to underscore the importance of avoiding the slightest occasion for sin. For His disciples, keeping the Law was not observing some arbitrary precepts. It was a way of life leading one to love others as God wills us to



Father Tom



love. MINISTERS: EUCHARIST: _ LECTOR: SERVERS: USHERS:



SAT. FEBRUARY 18 5:30 PM JAGA SEBASTIAN JACKIE JONES GRETCHEN MCCONNELL GABBY MCCONNELL STEPHEN KLINE __ JACOB KLINE



SUN. FEBRUARY 19 8:00 AM PAUL KOCH NATHAN FRAZEE GARRETT FRAZEE GABE FRAZEE LARRY BESS CHRIS DAVISON



THE CURE: The only known cure for fear is faith.



—Lena K. Sadler



SUN. FEBRUARY 19 __10:00 AM___ JOY ELLIOTT__ _________ ______ ANTHONY SOLA _________ CAROLINA SOLA SOPHIA SOLA_____ ___________ ALLEN WHITE ALEX WHITE___________________



FATHER THOMAS HAMM, JR. PASTOR



FEBRUARY 12, 2017______ CHOICE



“If you choose you can keep the commandments,” Sirach tells us. God “has set before you fire and water; to whichever you choose, stretch forth your hand” (Sirach 15:15, 16). This is a great mystery: God does not control us so completely that we cannot choose our own path. We have certain boundaries, of course, but no one but we can choose our way within those boundaries. In today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us of our freedom and our responsibility for our lives. He calls us to look beyond the words of the commandments, all the way to their meaning. Look beyond the adultery to the selfishness that poisons our love. Look beyond the murder to the anger that eats away at our compassion. Look beyond the perjured testimony to the lies and deception that drive our behavior. Our vocation is to choose life for ourselves, and to choose a path through our part of the world that helps make life possible and more abundant for others as well. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. CONFIRMATION CLASS TODAY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 after the 10:00 AM Mass. Parents and sponsors are encouraged and invited to attend any or all classes they would like. OUR BINGO IS TODAY! Doors open at 1:00 PM Games begin at 2:00 PM. There will be special games, split the pot, grab bags, and a lot of good food. RIGHT TO LIFE WILL MEET IN THE C/J CONFERENCE ROOM ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2017 AT 7:00 PM. MASS ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 WILL BE AT 5:30 PM. BIBLE STUDY ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 AFTER THE 5:30 PM MASS. PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION CLASSES WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 FROM 6:00-7:00 PM. BREAKFAST PREPARED BY OUR BELOVED KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS next Sunday, February 19 after the 8:00 & 10:00 AM Masses. Bring the family for some great fellowship and delicious food with a lot of love added to it…….unmatched by any restaurant around. PLEASE SUPPORT THE KNIGHTS AND THEIR CHARITABLE WORK. NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 Deacon Richard Adams will be at all the Masses and will give a presentation at 3:00 PM in Lourdes Hall on the Diaconate. Any men of the parish interested in the Diaconate should attend. MEN, are you interested in a life of service and self-giving? Have you ever wished you could offer your gifts and talents to do more in the Church? If you have, then maybe you should consider the vocation to the Diaconate. A permanent deacon is either a single or married man ordained for service (if married must be 35 years old at time of ordination with the permission of his wife). Deacon in Greek, diakonia, refers to one who is called to service and comes to us from the sixth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, where seven men are called to service. 2016 CONTRIBUTION RECORDS: If you need a complete record of your 2016 church contribution records for tax purposes, please call the rectory @ (740) 446-0669. We will mail them to you. If you wish to pick up your tax records, please call ahead. Thank you for your sacrificial gifts in 2016; may God bless you and reward you.



NAMES ON THE PRAYER LIST WILL REMAIN FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 30 DAYS THEY WILL BE REMOVED UNLESS YOU NOTIFY THE OFFICE.



These names will remain until February 28, 2017 Please pray for the health and the healing of our friends and relatives:



Resty and Gisela Alonzo, Kali Blazer, Brett Bokovitz, Bob & Joan Browning, Aniston Cooper, Nathan Cummons, Harriett Davison, Karen Davison, Keith Davison, Betty Doerfer, Sue Freyberg,. Jonnie Lou Gabrielli, Adrian Gibson, Lenny Gooldin, Albert Grable, Kelly Haas, Larry Haas, Betty Hamm, Doug & Barbara Johnson, Everett King, Robert King, Noah Knackstedt, John Lemley, David Leport, Davey Mathney, Lee Ann Mollohan, Dorothy Musgrove, Phoebe Neal, Carla O’Dell, Baby Ours, Linda Plymale, Mark Porter, Bart Repass, Herlinda Reyes, Jeff Rider, Remo & Helen Rocchi, Ken Ryan, Janet Schaad, Charlotte Shaffer, Lyle Shillington, Cameran Smith, Dr. Anthony Sola, Katy Sprow, Wendy Stiles, Irene & Charles Surber, Sandy Vanco, Tyler Ward, Harry White, Barbara Wickline, Patrick Wolfe and Tombo Woodward.



PLEDGE CARDS: THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT HAS ALL READY RETURNED YOUR PLEDGES. YOUR GENEROSITY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. If you have not done so it is not too late we still need your pledges. No pledge is too small. You can return them either in the collection basket or by mail. In order to complete the renovation project, the parish must generate capital. If you have any questions please call the parish office. When paying your pledge please use the Capital Improvement Envelope in your monthly envelope packet and mark on it ELECTRICAL PLEDGE. MEN: GET INTO SPIRITUAL SHAPE FOR THE BIG GAMES, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AND WINNING THE SUPER BOWL TROPHY.......HEAVEN. Let this nationally known speaker, Capt. Guy Gruters, give you some great tips for hanging tough and becoming holy during difficult times. He’ll also give tips on becoming an effective spiritual leader in the home, in the parish, in the community, and on the job. Attend the Diocesan Men's Day of Renewal Saturday March 18 from 9 am – 3:30 pm at St. Stephen’s Church in Caldwell. Contact Paul Sebastian (245-9404) to register. Enjoy the fellowship by going in the parish van, which leaves at 6:30 am from the Parish Hall. MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR EVENTS IN MARCH: Friday, March 3 is the First Fish Fry. There are sign-up sheets on the table in back of church for desserts and workers. Sunday, March 5 a workshop for Confirmation parents, sponsors and students. Saturday, March 11 a First Penance Retreat.



TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION By the early 1950s some scholars were calling for the restoration of Communion of the faithful on Good Friday, since by then only a priest received, consuming the host from the Holy Thursday repository. In 1955 the new Good Friday liturgy was timed to begin at three o’clock everywhere, and included the option of Holy Communion, but without the Precious Blood that had originally been part of the liturgy. Today, there is increasing debate among theologians. Some feel that it would be better to fast from the Eucharist on Good Friday, focusing on the mystery of the cross and highlighting the Easter Communion. Others say that this Communion infuses the sadness of the day with awareness of Christ’s victory. It is not a day of mourning, of course, and the Passion according to John grounds the liturgy in a sense of Christ’s victory over death and the triumph of the cross. The tradition is rich and varied, and we are still in the early stages of recovering an ancient way of doing things. Why do we call the day “good”? The English and Dutch languages share this name, and its origin stems from the name “God’s Friday.” The traditional name for the day in Latin is Feria VI in Parasceve, which translates as “The Sixth Day of the Week of Preparation.” Other languages make do with “Holy Friday.” In another part of England, as in Denmark, the people used to call it “Long Friday,” a good description for a quiet day without work and no chance for play or a good meal! —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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