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EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME MASS INTENTIONS: 5:30 p.m. Saturday, February 25 + Ryan Ross King (Love Mommy & Guy King) 8:00 a.m. Sunday, February 26 For the People 10:00 a.m. Sunday, February 26 + Johnny Ray Berkley (Donor) 5:30 p.m. Monday, February 27 + Ryan Ross King (Love Mommy & Guy King) 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, February 28 Karen Stapleton (D. J. Stapleton) 12:00 p.m. (Noon) Wednesday, March 1 Ash Wednesday For the People 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 1 Ash Wednesday + Bridget Murphy (Parish Family) 8:00 a.m. Thursday, March 2 Joseph Gajda (Birthday) (Sebastian Family) 8:00 a.m. Friday, March 3 All Souls (The Thompson’s) 7:00 p.m. Friday, March 3 Stations of the Cross 5:30 p.m. Saturday, March 4 + David Reed Harrison (Birthday) (Paul & Jean Harrison) 8:00 a. m. Sunday, March 5 + James Davison, Jr. (Keith & Renee Davison) 10:00 a.m. Sunday, March 5 For the People SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES:



Sunday: Monday: Wednesday: Friday: Saturday:



Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time Julian Calendar Lent begins Ash Wednesday; Fast and Abstinence St. Katharine Drexel; Abstinence; First Friday; World Day of Prayer St. Casimir; First Saturday



Total collection: Feb. 18/19 $3,190.00 Average expenses last 4 weeks: $2,948.39 Total in Electrical Fund: $130,559.13 Total Pledged for Electrical as of 1/12: $128,709.25 Attendance: 5:30 (71) 8:00 (70) 10:00 (101)



Pastor’s Notes For the last several Sunday’s we have been hearing Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Today’s Gospel will be the last installment that we will hear before Lent. Coincidently, this part of Jesus’ discourse seems almost perfect for the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. Jesus begins by telling us today that we cannot serve both God and Mammon. Mammon refers not simply to money but to all those worldly things that attract us. The temptation for us is to think that we cannot live without these things, and yet as Jesus assures us, the Father will provide us in one way or another with all that we really need. During Lent, our traditional penitential practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, teach us what we can get along without. We give up things for the purpose of disciplining ourselves, but also for teaching ourselves that many of the things we value most are not really all that important. Almsgiving, itself, reflects our faith that we can share our own time, talents, and treasures with others because we are not worrying about tomorrow but truly believe all these things are gifts from our Father in heaven who meets all our true needs. Lent also is a time for us to reflect on what we have been hearing the last several Sundays and asking ourselves how well we have been following Jesus’ teachings. Have we been living the life of the beatitudes? Have we been salt and light to the world? Have we been keeping the Commandments from the heart and in love? Have we be merciful to others? Have we been serving God rather than Mammon? To the extent that we cannot answer these questions in the affirmative, we now have to make plans to repent before we celebrate Easter. Thus, listening to the Sermon on the Mount is a most appropriate way of preparing for Lent. It might be an excellent idea each year on the days leading up to Ash Wednesday to sit down with our Bibles and read all of Matthew chapters 5, 6 and 7. That way we also cover the parts of Jesus’ Sermon that are not contained in the Sunday Lectionary. We will also read the parts that we skip over this year because of the start of Lent. In this way we can actively plan out our Lenten observances so that they can truly help us prepare for Easter. Thus, by truly listening to Jesus’ words and acting on them we can be the people who build our “houses” on rock, and not have to worry about the storms of life battering them down. Instead, placing our full trust in our Father in heaven, we will always seek God’s Kingdom first and His righteousness, so that we can become as holy as God knows we can become.



Father Tom



MINISTERS: ASH WED. MARCH 1 6:00 PM SAT. MARCH 4 5:30 PM SUN. MARCH 5 8:00 AM EUCHARIST: _ JOY ELLIOTT SUSAN GUST PAUL KOCH LECTOR: NATHAN FRAZEE MARY KLINE ED DACHOWSKI SERVERS: GARRETT FRAZEE, LAYNE OURS KRYSTAL DAVISON AUSTIN STAPLETON ELIJAH LEWIS GABBY MCCONNELL USHERS: KEITH ELLIOTT STEPHEN KLINE LARRY BESS _ A VOLUNTEER JACOB KLINE CHRIS DAVISON GOOD TIMING: The best time to do something worthwhile is between yesterday and tomorrow.



SUN. MARCH 5 10:00 PM_______ KEITH ELLIOTT ______________ TYLER REYNOLDS _________ JUSTIN MCCLELLAND MATTHEW MOREAUX_________ MATT BOKOVITZ MIKE STAPLETON____________ —Anonymous



FATHER THOMAS HAMM, JR. PASTOR



FEBRUARY 26, 2017_________ DON’T BE ANXIOUS



People have, it seems, a natural penchant for misplaced emphasis on unimportant things. They can easily get caught up with what they’re having for dinner or what they will wear. Often it is a tragedy that helps people to refocus on what is really important. What I shall wear is an irrelevant question when I am facing surgery or chemotherapy. What’s for dinner is immaterial to those living through grief or unemployment. In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us not to worry. He doesn’t say, “Don’t eat. Don’t cook. Don’t buy clothes.” He says, “Don’t worry.” Jesus asks us not to relinquish our responsibilities but to let go of our anxiety. Anxiety betrays a lack of trust and Jesus reminds us that “Your heavenly Father knows” all that you need (Matthew 6:32). Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. CONFIRMATION CLASS TODAY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 after the 10:00 AM Mass. Parents and sponsors are encouraged and invited to attend any or all classes they would like. MASS ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27 WILL BE AT 5:30 PM. THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS will have their dinner and meeting on Monday February 27 at 6:30 PM. All Knights are encouraged to attend. IMPORTANT MEETING OF THE PARISH AND FINANCE COUNCILS WHICH EVERYONE NEEDS TO ATTEND WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017 AT 5:30 PM. Following the above meeting at 7:00 PM (Tues. Feb. 28) will be a meeting which will consist of both parish and finance councils, Bruce Davison, Chris Davison, Tom Calvert, Marty Edelmann, Mike Haas, Trudy Miller, DJ Stapleton and Barb White. This meeting is mandatory. The discussion will be: What needs to be moved and when? Preparation of the Parish Center? Organizing storage etc. MASSES ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 WHICH IS ASH WEDNESDAY WILL BE AT 12:00 PM (NOON) AND 6:00 PM. THE 6:00 MASS WILL ALLOW THE PSR STUDENTS TO ATTEND. COLLECTION ON ASH WEDNESDAY IS FOR THE CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE:: This collection supports the Church in over 20 countries, many of which are still struggling to recover in the aftermath of Soviet rule. Funds from this collection support pastoral care, catechesis, building renovations, and seminary formation. Your support restores the Church and builds the future in this region. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection. ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY: These are days of Fast and Abstinence from meat. There is a limit of one full meal on these days for all between the ages of 18 and 59 inclusive. Also, two very small meals are allowed sufficient for strength; no snacks between meals.) Days of Abstinence: (All Fridays of Lent) All who have reached their 14th year are bound to abstain totally from meat (including foods made from meat, such as meat gravy). BIBLE STUDY ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 AFTER THE 6:00 PM MASS. PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION CLASSES ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 WILL BE ATTENDING THE ASH WEDNESDAY MASS AT 6:00 PM. CONFESSION AFTER THE 8:00 AM MASS ON THURSDAY, MARCH 2. LENTEN LUCHEON AT GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ON THURSDAY, MARCH 2 HOSTED BY FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE AT NOON. NAMES ON THE PRAYER LIST WILL REMAIN FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 30 DAYS THEY WILL BE REMOVED UNLESS YOU NOTIFY THE OFFICE.



These names will remain until February 28, 2017 Please pray for the health and the healing of our friends and relatives:



Resty and Gisela Alonzo, Kali Blazer, Brett Bokovitz, Bob & Joan Browning, Aniston Cooper, Nathan Cummons, Harriett Davison, Karen Davison, Keith Davison, Betty Doerfer, Sue Freyberg,. Jonnie Lou Gabrielli, Adrian Gibson, Albert Grable, Kelly Haas, Larry Haas, Betty Hamm, Doug & Barbara Johnson, Everett King, Robert King, Noah Knackstedt, John Lemley, David Leport, Davey Mathney, Lee Ann Mollohan, Dorothy Musgrove, Phoebe Neal, Carla O’Dell, Baby Ours, Linda Plymale, Mark Porter, Bart Repass, Herlinda Reyes, Jeff Rider, Remo & Helen Rocchi, Ken Ryan, Leo Ryan, Janet Schaad, Charlotte Shaffer, Lyle Shillington, Cameran Smith, Dr. Anthony Sola, Katy Sprow, Wendy Stiles, Irene & Charles Surber, Sandy Vanco, Tyler Ward, Harry White, Patrick Wolfe and Tombo Woodward.



FRIDAY MARCH 3: MASS AT 8:00 AM; FISH FRY 4:30-7:00 PM.; STATIONS OF THE CROSS 7:00 PM. LENTEN FISH FRIES begin on Friday, March 3. We are asking for cash donations to buy the grocery items we need in bulk. You can put your donation in an envelope mark Fish fry and drop in the collection basket. We also need for you signup each week on the sheet on the table in back of church to bake all the wonderful desserts (just a note when sending in desserts please do not send anything with peanuts or peanut butter due to the fact of people with allergies) and we need you to be generous with your time and signup to work every Friday. EUCHARISTIC ADORATION ON SUNDAY, MARCH 5 11:00-4:00 PM. CONFIRMATION WORKSHOP on Sunday, March 5 after the 10:00 am Mass for students, parents and sponsors. WITH DEEPEST SYMPATHY: Saint Louis Parish extends deepest sympathy to Bob & Mary Murphy and Family for the passing of their daughter and sister, Bridget Murphy who died on February 21, 2017. Bridget’s funeral service was yesterday at McCoy-Moore Funeral, Vinton. We also extend our sincere sympathy to Don & Dorothy Polcyn on the passing of their son-in-law Johnny Berkley who died on January 30, 2017 in Louisiana. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. MEN: ARE YOU A SPIRITUAL WIMP? Don't let that happen to you. Let Capt. Guy Gruters, nationally known dynamic speaker and author, give you some valuable pointers on developing faith and trust when the going gets tough. Attend the Diocesan Men's Day of Renewal Saturday March 18 from 9 am – 3:30 pm at St. Stephen’s Church in Caldwell to get into spiritual shape to renew the secular culture. Contact Paul Sebastian (2459404) to register. Enjoy the fellowship by going in the parish van, which leaves at 6:30 am from the Parish Center. CONGRATULATIONS to Jude Rafael Davison, son of James Matthew and Carolyn (Crews) Davison, on the occasion his baptism here at St. Louis Church on Sunday, Feb. 19, 2017.



TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION By the early 1950s some scholars were calling for the restoration of Communion of the faithful on Good Friday, since by then only a priest received, consuming the host from the Holy Thursday repository. In 1955 the new Good Friday liturgy was timed to begin at three o’clock everywhere, and included the option of Holy Communion, but without the Precious Blood that had originally been part of the liturgy. Today, there is increasing debate among theologians. Some feel that it would be better to fast from the Eucharist on Good Friday, focusing on the mystery of the cross and highlighting the Easter Communion. Others say that this Communion infuses the sadness of the day with awareness of Christ’s victory. It is not a day of mourning, of course, and the Passion according to John grounds the liturgy in a sense of Christ’s victory over death and the triumph of the cross. The tradition is rich and varied, and we are still in the early stages of recovering an ancient way of doing things. Why do we call the day “good”? The English and Dutch languages share this name, and its origin stems from the name “God’s Friday.” The traditional name for the day in Latin is Feria VI in Parasceve, which translates as “The Sixth Day of the Week of Preparation.” Other languages make do with “Holy Friday.” In another part of England, as in Denmark, the people used to call it “Long Friday,” a good description for a quiet day without work and no chance for play or a good meal! —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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