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PALM SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS: 5:30 p.m. Saturday, March 24 Vigil of Palm Sunday For the People 8:00 a.m. Sunday, March 25 Palm Sunday Harriet Davison (Donor) 10:00 a.m. Sunday, March 25 Palm Sundy Stephanie Sebastian & Maria Pozoga (Birthday) (Sebastian Family) 5:30 p.m. Monday, March 26 + Remo Rocchi (Remo’s 10 Children) 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, March 27 Elaine Ryan (80th Birthday) (C.W.C.) 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 28 Michal Pozoga (Baptism) (Sebastian Family) 7:00 p.m. Thursday, March 29 (Holy Thursday) + Betty Hamm (Lilia Babbitt) Noon Friday, March 30 Stations of the Cross (Good Friday) 7:00 p.m. Friday, March 30 (Good Friday) Liturgy of Our Lord’s Passion 8:00 p.m. Saturday, March 31 Easter Vigil Luke Kalpakgian (Donor) 8:00 a.m. Sunday, April 1 Easter Sunday For the People 10:00 a.m. Sunday, April 1 Easter Sunday + Catherine Withrow (Pam Withrow-Dovyak)



SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES



Sunday: Monday: Tuesday: Wednesday: Thursday: Friday: Saturday:



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord Monday of Holy Week Tuesday of Holy Week Wednesday of Holy Week Holy Thursday; The Sacred Paschal Triduum Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday); Fast and Abstinence; Passover begins The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night; Holy Saturday



Total collection: March 17/18 $2,433.00 Average expenses last 4 weeks: $4,956.18 Total in Electrical Fund: $189,221.86 Total Pledged for Electrical as of 7/24: $141,209.25 Attendance: 5:30 PM (69) 8:00 AM (53) 10:00 AM (120)



Pastor’s Notes Throughout His public ministry, Jesus was reticent about allowing Himself to be called the Messiah. The gospels record that when Jesus cast out demons He forbade them to speak because they knew Him. When St. Peter makes his profession of faith, Jesus warns His disciples not to publicize that He is the Christ. Following the Transfiguration, Jesus warns Peter, James, and John not to tell anyone about the vision until after His Resurrection. This so-called Messianic Secret is particularly evident in St. Mark’s Gospel, but it is also present in the other three. The only messianic title that Jesus seemed to regularly apply to Himself was the somewhat ambiguous “Son of Man”. Most speculate that Jesus acted this way because He didn’t want people to get the wrong idea of what Messiahship meant. In particular, He didn’t want people to think that He had come as an earthly king. However, in Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, He appears to reverse Himself. He told His disciples to bring Him a donkey on which to ride – the traditional way a peaceful king would enter Jerusalem. Jesus accepted the acclamation of the crowds with their loud “hosannas”. To those who would have been familiar with the Old Testament writings and the Psalms, Jesus was definitely making Himself out to be a king. But, Jesus was coming into His glory. As St. John would put it, Jesus’ Hour was about to come. What would not have been obvious to the crowds waving their palm and olive branches is what sort of King, had come. They had expected an earthly ruler. They had expected a new “David” who would lead his people against the Romans. They ignored the fact that Jesus had always avoided anything that would have led others into seeing Himself as that type of ruler. Instead, Jesus taught that He would be the fulfillment of the “Suffering Servant” prophecies of Isaiah. He would save the people not through military force but through sacrificing Himself in total self-emptying love. That may well be the reason that many who hailed Him on Sunday would cry “crucify him” on Friday. They wanted a mighty warrior, in the earthly sense, instead they got the true Prince of Peace. They wanted a king like all the other kings on earth. Instead they got God made man. The worldly view power as a way of dominating others. For them power is a way of forcing others to their will. Christ came to show us that true power is “other” directed. True power comes not from domination but from self-emptying love. True power comes from the willingness to sacrifice everything for the good of the other person. True power is not a way of controlling, but instead a way of freeing the other person to become everything that God knows they can be. We attain true power by surrendering everything to the greater good so that God’s will, not our will, may be done. Thus the crowds came to reject Jesus and despise Him as ‘wimp’, a patsy, a loser. They came to revile Him, to spit at Him, to heckle Him and to mock Him. For Jews and Greeks alike, death by crucifixion would have been the ultimate sign of defeat. Instead, Jesus made it the sign of victory. Jesus made the cross a sign of love that is free, total, faithful, and fruitful. No wonder that Jesus is the King at whose name every knee must bend and “every tongue confess as Lord to the Glory of God the Father.” Father Tom



PLEASE SEE THE BULLETIN INSERT FOR THE LIST OF MINISTERS FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND YOU SCHEDULED TIME PLEASE TRY TO FIND A REPLACEMENT. TRY TO ARRIVE 1/2 HOUR TO 15 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS. SUFFERING: Jesus did not come to do away with suffering or remove it. He came to fill it in his presence. Paul Claudel



FATHER THOMAS HAMM, JR. PASTOR



MARCH 25, 2018________ PASSION



The contrast between the processional reading in today’s liturgy and the proclamation of the Passion is striking. We are given a glimpse of how profoundly the word of God is fulfilled in Jesus. First he must be hailed as the Messiah, the One who is to come. He must be acknowledged by all, though they do not know what they are saying. They think he is the promised king, a worldly king of the Jews who will free them from the Roman occupation. They do not yet understand, even the disciples, exactly where this triumphal procession is leading. In our lives, we too do not know where we are going. It is in faith that we can follow Christ wherever he may lead us, trusting that death is not the end, nor evil the victor. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.



NO PSR CLASSES TODAY NOR NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 1 EASTER SUNDAY. MASS ON MONDAY, MARCH 26 WILL BE AT 5:30 PM. CONFESSIONS TIMES FOR THE WEEK: Monday, March 26 after the 5:30 PM Mass. Friday, March 30 after the Stations of Cross which are at noon until all are heard. Saturday, March 31 at 4:30 PM. You can also call for an appointment. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS meeting and dinner on Monday, March 26 at 6:30 PM. CHRISM MASS ON TUESDAY, MARCH 27 at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption in Marietta at 7:00 PM. LENTEN SERIES ON DAVID THE KING by Bishop Robert Barron in the C/J Conference Room will be on Wednesday, March 28 this week instead of Thursday at 6:30 PM. LENTEN LUNCHEON at Grace United Methodist Church this week is on Friday, MARCH 30 at noon is hosted by Grace UMC Ray Kane. WE ARE FINISHED WITH THE FISH FRIES FOR THIS YEAR. We served 209 at our fifth fish fry. We want to thank everyone who volunteered to work, bake desserts or donated money. Without all your help our fish fries would not be successful, it takes our St. Louis Parish community to make this happen. We also want to thank everyone that came and enjoyed the good food and great fellowship, Hope to see everyone next year on Friday, March 8, 2019. TIP # 7 FOR PROPER MANNERS AT MASS! LEAVING THE CHURCH: Singing the closing hymn is still part of the Mass. Leaving before the hymn ends is inappropriate. After the hymn, genuflect (or bow) toward the altar before leaving. Refrain from greeting and visiting each other until out of the worship space. Have respect for those who wish to remain in prayer. THANK YOU’S that were forgotten last week (I do apologize) go out to Gretchen and Gabby McConnell for all their help working on the pews with their Dad. And to Fred and Tom Calvert for working last Saturday to get our sound system back up and working.



NAMES ON THE PRAYER LIST WILL REMAIN FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 30 DAYS THEY WILL BE REMOVED UNLESS YOU NOTIFY THE OFFICE.



These names will remain until March 31, 2018 Please pray for the health and the healing of our friends and relatives:



Gisela Alonzo, Donna Altizer, Darren Andonis, Bruce Bailey & Family, Wayne Bergdoff, Cathy Bostic, Brianna & Lela Brown, Ginger Caldwell, Andrew Calvert, Lori Cody, Marge Cornett, Harriett Davison, Karen Davison, Keith Davison, Barbara and John Deluco, Eddy Dodson, Betty Doerfer, Sue Freyberg, Jonnie Lou Gabrielli, Albert Grable, Tammy Green, Kelly Haas, Larry Haas, Patrick Hays, Billy Hendrix, Robert King, Noah Knackstedt, Levi Knox, Lauren & her baby, Phyllis Leport, Ron Martin, Davey Matheny, Jim McCausland, Bill Merry, James Merry, Lee Ann Mollohan, Sydney Elaine Preston, Eva Pozoga, Bart Repass, Jeff Rider, John Rocchi, Patty Rowe, Charlotte Shaffer, Lyle Shillington, Dr. Mel Simon, Lori Stevenson, Gabe Stewart, Charles Surber, Len Sutton, Sandy Walker, Jamie Weis, Judy Werner, Jack Williams, Dennis Wittenberg and Patrick Wolfe.



THE GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION EXPLAINED (VERY IMPORTANT): Once a year the Universal Catholic community takes up a collection for the Holy Land. To a large extent, the Holy Land is an abstract idea for many; our Christian Holy Land is very real. If you have never been, you must visit on a dedicated Catholic Pilgrimage (not a commercial tour). Your faith will come alive in ways you never expected. What makes up the identity of our Christian Holy Land is (1) the Catholic community who have been keeping the faith since the very first Eucharist, and (2) the Churches standing on all locations where Christ ministered here on Earth, literally. Your contribution to this collection is needed more than ever. What our Christian Holy Land is enduring especially in terms of political pressures is enormous. Did you know that the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (the location Jesus was buried and Resurrected) closed its' doors for THREE days this past February 2018 in protest of the treatment the Church is enduring? The threat is real and the least we, as Catholics worldwide, can do is pray and alleviate the financial burden our Church in the Holy Land is enduring as a result of the limited resources in the region. Please give generously. This collection represents the single largest source of operating income for the Franciscans who care for so many of our Holy Sites. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIP Any area Graduating High School Senior who wish to apply for the Knights of Columbus Scholarship may now pick up a form in back of church in one of the slots. Forms should be returned to the Parish office no later than April 22. MEN: TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE CONFERENCE BLOG WHICH PROMOTES MEN’S SPIRITUALITY WITH ARTICLES OF INTEREST. From January through March it focuses more on promoting the Diocesan Men’s Day of Renewal. Go to http://diosteubmen.blogspot.com. Previous conference speakers have websites: Fr. Thomas Loya has www.taborlife.com on the Theology of the Body; Danny Abramowicz has www.crossingthegoal.com; Fr. Larry Richards, www.thereasonforourhope.org; Dr. Ray Gaurendi, www.drray.com; Dr. Allen Hunt, www.drallenhunt.com; and Matthew Leonard, www.matthewsleonard.com; Capt. Guy Gruters, www.guygruters.net; and Mike Aquilina, www.mikeaquilina.com. There are articles for everyone on http://paulrsebastianphd.blogspot.com. Please check them out and thanks for attending and promoting the Diocesan Men’s Day of Renewal.



TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION For many centuries, Christian pilgrims have longed to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, and on Passion Sunday the eyes of the world are on the Via Dolorosa, the “Road of Sorrows,” in Jerusalem. As soon as it became safe for Christians to worship in public in the fourth century, a way was marked out. It was changed a few times over the years, and today’s usual route was sketched by the Franciscans six hundred years ago, although Anglicans and Byzantines have their own unique detours. Friday is the most favored day, although it is crowded then. Almost everyone begins at the Lion’s Gate in the Muslim Quarter, and ends at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. It’s less than a quarter mile, but it threads its way through crowded markets with souvenir shops and fast-food snacks. There are, just as in your parish church, fourteen stations along the way. The exact spots are not known, but what matters is the pilgrim’s unique ability to see even an ordinary road in a teeming city as something more than meets the eye.—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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