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Composing a Teaching Philosophy Teaching Matters Series Improving Teaching by Assessing Learning



October 21st and 22nd, 2014



S



By the end of this presentation you will… S  Understand the purpose of a teaching philosophy and



have some general guidelines about what to include. S  Understand who your audience is and what their



expectations are. S  Have three strategies for drafting your philosophy, and



some written ideas for your own teaching philosophy statement.



The purpose of a teaching philosophy 1.  Self-reflection 2.  Introduction to a teaching portfolio 3.  Communication with students



4.  Academic job application! (O’Neal, Meizlish, Kaplan)



General Guidelines S  Keep it brief (1-2 pages). S  Use a narrative, first person approach (“I”). S  Make it reflective and personal. S  Discuss your goals for your students, the methods you use to achieve



those goals, and the assessments you use to find out if students have met your expectations. S  Explain your specific disciplinary context and use specific examples of



your practice. S  Showcase your strengths and accomplishments. (O’Neal, Meizlish, Kaplan)



What not to do!



S  Use words you don’t understand or nobody else understands S  Be wildly creative (e.g. writing in rap) S  Forget to have a peer review it S  Sound over-confident



Audience: search committee S  What is your approach to teaching and learning? S  What is it like to be one of your students? S  Why do you make certain pedagogical decisions? S  If I were a student in your course, how would I spend class time on any



given day?



S  How do you address the challenges and resources of teaching your



particular discipline?



S  Does your teaching style complement our department’s philosophy of



instruction? (O’Neal, Meizlish, Kaplan)



In short, your task is:



S  To show the search committee what it is like to be a student



in your course(es) without actually being in the classroom.



S  Broadly speaking, there are three ways to approach your



task.



Option 1: the big questions S  What motivates me to learn about this subject? S  What do I expect to be the outcomes of my teaching? S  How do I know when I’ve taught successfully? S  Here, it may help to think about the high priority concepts for your



discipline. (O’Neal, Meizlish, Kaplan)



S  Free write for for a few minutes on one or more of these questions.



Option 2: the Smaller Chunks S  Why do you teach? What do you believe or value about teaching and



learning?



S  If you had to choose a metaphor for teaching/learning, what would it be? S  How do your research and disciplinary context influence your teaching? S  How do your identity/background and your students’ identities/



backgrounds affect teaching and learning in your classes?



S  How do you take into account differences in student learning styles in your



teaching?



S  What is your approach to evaluating and assessing students? (O’Neal, Meizlish, Kaplan)



Getting Started, Option 3: Review examples Sample teaching philosophies from U Michigan: http://www.crlt.umich.edu/tstrategies/tstpum General information on teaching philosophies: http://www.crlt.umich.edu/tstrategies/tstpts http://www.celt.iastate.edu/teaching/philosophy.html http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/teachlearn/tutorials/philosophy/ http://ucat.osu.edu/read/teaching-portfolio/philosophy
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