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TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY January 2018



POLICY FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING



OVERVIEW In Thatto Heath Community Primary School, every child will have an entitlement to benefit from teaching of the highest quality. This policy sets out the criteria that will be the expected standard for all our teaching. Teachers will be given professional responsibility to ensure that their teaching meets this standard. The headteacher, senior leadership team and other key members of staff, will monitor, evaluate and review teaching and learning to ensure that this high standard is met. This policy should be read in conjunction with the school’s policy for Performance Management and the school’s Policy for Monitoring and policy guidance for guided learning.



OBJECTIVES 1. 2. 3. 4.



To provide staff with the chance to analyse their own practice. To ensure that all pupils benefit from teaching and learning of the highest standard. To provide a basis for monitoring, evaluating, and reviewing teaching and learning. To ensure that all teachers are given feedback on their strengths and areas for development within their teaching and, where necessary, set targets for improvement. 5. To improve the quality of teaching and learning to improve progress and raise standards. 6. To create teaching/learning opportunities whereby the children are in charge of their own learning. Learner centred teaching. 7. To create learning opportunities which allow the children to develop fluency, reasoning and deeper learning through varied contexts and making multiple curriculum corrections.



STRATEGIES 1. Teachers are expected to base their teaching on secure knowledge of the new curriculum. 2. Teachers must expect and demand high standards of behaviour in all lessons using praise, recognition and rewards to shape and build pupils positive attitudes towards learning. ( See Behaviour Policy) 3. Teachers must base their teaching on the school curriculum guidelines. ( See Curriculum Policy) 4. Teachers follow detailed long and medium term plans to ensure correct curriculum coverage and that progression is evident within and across year groups (Busy Any maths scheme and Read Write Inc. and Spelling. Literacy and Language are used as dip into resources.) 5. Lesson planning must have clear learning objectives to deepen pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding. Prior learning should be referenced in the lesson plan along with the deployment of the Learning Support Assistant. 6. Learning objectives and teaching strategies must be differentiated to match pupils abilities and provide good opportunities for them to develop the skills needed to learn for themselves, however it is expected that teachers ensure that the majority of their class are working on age related objectives with a top down teaching approach– (See Inclusion Policy and Able , G+T Policy).



7. Teachers must use a wide and appropriate range of teaching and learning strategies to engage, challenge and inspire pupils of all ability levels. Focus on think time and think/pair/share (Oscar Winners). 8. Pupils making unsatisfactory or satisfactory progress are identified early (SPTO/Pupil Progress Meetings) and helped to successfully overcome their difficulties. Target groups and teacher focus groups/guided groups may be used to support these pupils. 9. Teachers are expected to teach the skills of English, reading, mathematics and the basic skills of the core curriculum effectively. 10. Questioning that encourages “why” “how” and children summarising and adding to other children’s answers rather than the teacher. It is expected that the teacher will question children so that they are able to reason, infer, deduce and explain across all areas of the curriculum. 11. All teaching must include: clear explanation; identification of L0 (by children) where possible, development of success criteria and display this, good modelling of language; use a wide range of questioning; lessons building on prior learning, well thought out plenary activity and guided group. 12. Opportunities must be sought in lessons to promote pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 13. Lessons must have good pace for teaching and learning and prompts throughout, time must be used well. 14. Resources must be well managed and classrooms should be well organised, stimulating and exciting places for learning. ( See Display Policy) Children should be accessing resources independently. 15. Wherever possible children should benefit from first hand experience, opportunities for investigation, opportunities for problem solving, visits out and to the environment, visitors and other activities that stimulate their learning. Children should be provided with the “Big Picture” and at the start of a topic – What will my finished outcome be? 16. Teachers must ensure that time, support staff and other resources, especially ICT, are used effectively to provide for each pupils individual needs. 17. Teachers must assess pupils’ work thoroughly and ensure that pupils are given regular constructive feedback on their progress, standards and what they need to do to improve. (See Feedback on Learning policy). Challenges for children to action in their marking, which reinforces or deepens learning. 18. Where appropriate, teachers should use homework effectively to reinforce and extend what is learned in school. Following the schemes for English and maths, ensures that homework is set based on the teaching of that week. 19. To ensure continuity, teachers should leave detailed planning for any supply teachers covering in their class and year group colleagues should help to direct them. 20. QUACK – Questions/Challenges/Activity – Our brain pays more attention to challenges than being told. Teachers are expected to plan and prepare activities that will develop children’s mastery of objectives that they have covered by deepening their learning. 21. Pupil talk should be a significant contributor to all lessons e.g. peer questions, peer coaching, peer reasoning and explanations, talk time, my turn, your turn etc. 22. Global Learning opportunities are to be planned for across the curriculum.



OUTCOMES This will result in pupils who:        



Acquire successfully new knowledge, skills and understanding Apply intellectual, physical or creative effort to their work Are productive and work at good pace; Enjoy teaching and learning, become independent learners, show interest in their work; sustain concentration; and think and learn for themselves. Understand what they are doing, how well they have done and how they can improve Are able to reason, explain and deduce across all areas. Be able to access deeper curriculum problems by finding a way into them due to mastery learning approach. There will be no ‘stuck’ learners.



Revised and adopted by the Governing Body ……………..



Signed ………………………. Date ………………………………………..
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