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Tempest Grace Gale (and goodbye)



Michael, father of Tempest Grace Gale



This is a longer and more sombre blog entry than is normally featured here. I put it off for longer than I intended because it didn't fit in with this blog's normally light fare. I have a story to tell...



Last September, my wife and were touring Hornby Island on our scooter when we flew past a small cemetery by the side of the road. One of the burial sites caught my attention and I turned around to return to the field.



There were perhaps between one and two dozen graves in an slightly unkempt non-descript field, but a few of them jumped out for their unique markers and headstones. I was immediately drawn to the one that initially caught my attention.



It was adorned with a variety of off-the-wall sculptures and objects, some of them obviously placed there very recently. It indicated to me that the person laid to rest there was (a) probably an artistic and creative type; and (b) lovingly remembered by friends and family who cared enough to continue to adorn her resting site. I was compelled to take a photo of the name plaque. Her name was Tempest Grace Gale and she died at a young age. My curiosity was piquéd enough that I decided to look her name up on the Internet when we got home to see if I could learn something about her. (It was only later when I reviewed the photo that I first noticed the fresh muffin left by the name plaque.) I took a few more photos of the site before my wife and I strolled the rest of the grounds to see some more of the colourful headstones and memorials. As we were about to leave, I glanced across the field to see a man sitting on the grass beside the grave of Tempest Grace Gale. I had this compulsion to go talk to him, to ask him questions about this woman whom I knew nothing about. My wife tried to pull me away to let him visit in peace, but I was intent on meeting this man. As I came up behind him, I could see him motioning over the grave site and I assumed he was finishing up on some sort of private ceremony. He was about my age, perhaps a bit older, and there was a noticeable heaviness in his face and voice. I learned that his name was Michael, same as mine. And I learned was her father. He



shared with me the tragic story of the violent death of his daughter. She was murdered. Out of respect for him and for Tempest Grace Gale I won't go into any more specifics here.



Tempest Grace Gale a.k.a. Pest



He also shared some details of her short life, describing her wonderfully creative spirit. As it turns out, he was there to celebrate her birthday which was that very day September 5th. I was surprised as I hadn't paid attention to the specific date on the grave marker when I took the photo.



As a parent myself, I simply can't imagine anything more painful for a parent than to lose a child. All those dreams and wishes for your child gone forever, leaving you to cling to the happy memories of the short time that you shared with them. You can only hope that those memories don't fade over the years and decades to come.



When I left Michael's side, I left him with the genuine wish that he and his wife find some sort of peace with their loss. When I returned home a week later, I looked up information on Tempest Grace Gale. I came across a number of videos filled showcasing a multi-talented artistic and off-the-wall young woman who lived her life with brio. Three in particular are my favourites: Tempest playing at the 2009 Hornby Island Fall Fair with her parents playing back-up. Tempest performing in the Odeon Bar, San Francisco, September 15, 2004 "Calling All People" highlights her many creative faces... Now I'm not a believer in God or the supernatural, but I have to wonder at the strange coincidence of this chance encounter with her father. What are the odds that we would be on that island, passing that cemetery on the very date of her birthday at the time of day that her father came to see her? And what would compel me to stop to take photos and to talk to a stranger in a cemetery? Do all these strange currents mean anything? Tempest Grace Gale died nearly three years ago, but the pain her father carries is still palpable. Maybe I was only meant to deliver that message of comfort to her father. I don't know if Michael will ever read this blog entry, but, if he does, I want him to know that his daughter is still around.
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