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St Joseph’s   Catholic Primary School 



NEWSLETTER “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



RIVERWOOD  ACTIVE



COLLABORATIVE



CREATIVE



Term 4 Week 2 18 October 2017



Dear Parents and Caregivers   Welcome back to Term 4. Each term throughout the year has its own distinct “flavour”. Term 1 sees us all settling into the school routine and new classes, new teachers and new starts for the Kindergarten students. Terms 2 and 3 seem to fly by with NAPLAN, parent teacher interviews, Athletics Carnival, Debating, making new friendships and working hard. Term 4 comes around so quickly as we prepare for the end of the school year and look towards the next year, especially for our Year 6 students who are preparing for the transition to High School.



Mary MacKillop St Mary of the Cross Australia’s first Saint Born on 15 January 1842 in Melbourne Died 8 August 1909 CANONISED 17th October 2010



Next Monday, as mentioned in previous newsletters, we will have a special day for our Year 6 students working with Jenny Atkinson from Sparks Education to assist in preparation for High School. During the day the students will spend time working in a “High School” routine and will be able to ask questions about high school. On Monday night at 7:00pm, Jenny Atkinson will be hosting a Getting Ready for High School preparation session for our Year 5 and Year 6 parents. Jenny’s book “High School Rocks” will also be available to purchase. I am sure that this will be a very valuable opportunity for the students and parents and we look forward to seeing you on Monday evening. Hopefully you have had a chance to see our new signage at the front entrance to our school. The panels at the entrance to our school show our three SPBL (School Wide Positive Behaviours for Learning) initiatives of “Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe”. We have also had the cement painted, and new signs to display our School Wide Pedagogical principles Active, Creative and Collaborative have been installed. It certainly makes the entrance to our school more inviting. SPBL initiatives have had a very positive impact on student behaviour across the school particularly with the Joey awards and one class per week choosing the song to be played at the Recess and Lunch bell as a special reward for exemplary behaviour when lining up under the COLA. Well done to all our students. I look forward to seeing which team wins the Mufti Day this term.



  Joseph’s Catholic Church Riverwood St Mass Times: Sat 9am & 6pm (Vigil), Sun 7.30am & 9.30am, Tues 7.30am, Wed 9.00am, Thurs 7.30am convent) Fri9.00am (except 1st Fri 12pm)   Confession: 5-5.45pm Saturdays



28-32 Thurlow Street Riverwood NSW 2210 Phone: 9533 3341 [email protected] www.stjriverwood.catholic.edu.au



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” PRINCIPAL Cont’d School Uniform   Next year we will be working towards designing some changes to our school and sport uniform. This will be a collaborative and consultative process and no changes will be made without deliberation and consultation with the parent and student community. There will be no changes to the uniform for 2018.    Swimming Carnival   After discussion with the P & F and teachers, it has been decided that the Kindergarten, Year 1 and some of the Year 2 students will not be attending the Swimming Carnival this year on 6th December and will participate in some fun water activities here at school. This decision has been made after much deliberation as to what is best for the students and overall running of the Carnival day, keeping in mind that these students do not participate in the 25m or 50m races. Only the Year 2 students who have turned 8 and are capable swimmers will attend the Carnival. If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.    Thank you to the P & F for the Movie Night last Friday night. It was a great night and we appreciate all the hard work that went into the preparation for such a successful event.   Each year the money from the P & F fundraising is put towards purchasing much needed resources for the school, particularly with Reading books and technology. This year the P & F has provided the funds for our personalised marquee that is used for Gala days. The P & F have approved the remainder of the funds to go towards a much needed new PA system and playground markings. Thank you to our very hard-working committee and to our generous parent community.   



God Bless  Mrs Kim McCue Principal “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)



 



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  



Welcome back to Term 4. I hope that you had a wonderful break and were able to take some time to rejuvenate and relax. NEW SIGNAGE AND PAINTING During the holidays the entrance to our school was painted, including the arches near the office. We have also had our SPBL panels and our Vision for Learning installed above about our Year 2 classrooms. I’m sure you would agree that it looks very inviting and colourful.                



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NEW HOME READERS We have purchased new Home Readers for K-2. All readers are in our classrooms and ready to come home. Thank you to Mrs. Cripps and Odette for organising and covering them for us.



STUDENTS LEAVING ST JOSEPH’S If your child will be leaving St Joseph’s at the completion of 2017, could you please inform us in writing and include the name of the new school that your child will be attending in 2018. Parents are also required to complete a Cessation of Enrolment Form that can be collected from the administration office. Please note that this request is not for students leaving Year 6 at the conclusion of the year. Dates for the End of the Year  Last day of Term 4 for students Friday 15 December   



Quote / thought for the Week:



EMBRACE CHANGE



Like us on Facebook



Are you on Facebook? Keep up to date with events that are happening at school. Have a wonderful fortnight Hayley Meadley “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Welcome back to another busy term with lots happening in Religious Education regarding learning, receiving the sacraments and reaching out to the community in love and support.    First Confession  Last Sunday morning was the first lesson for our students at school and in the Parish, preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confession. If you are still wanting to register your child for First Confession, it is not too late. Come along to Sunday School this Sunday, 22nd October at 8:20 am and you can register and participate. There will be a makeup class for the first lesson that was missed, next Tuesday afternoon.    An Invitation to Meet with Father John about the Eastern and Western Traditions of our Faith  Father John would like to extend an invitation to all parents and caregivers of the Orthodox faith to come to a get-to-know-you gathering on Wednesday evening 1st November at 7:00 pm. An invitation will be sent home to Orthodox families, with more details early next week. Father John is keen to promote greater knowledge and understanding of the different traditions within our faith and all interested members of the community are warmly invited to attend.    Parish Seniors’ Christmas Luncheon and Catechists Thanksgiving Mass / Scapular Investiture  We have two important annual occasions coming up in November.    The first is the Parish Seniors’ Christmas Luncheon on Wednesday 22 November. Each year the Parish and School combine to provide a delicious Christmas luncheon for the senior members of St Joseph’s Parish. Our Year 6 students assist with the setting up and serving of the lunch and our guests are entertained with Christmas carols sung by the students.     We need at least eight parent volunteers to assist with the preparation, serving and packing away of the lunch. We would greatly appreciate assistance from about 10:00 am until 2:00 pm. If you are able to assist for all or some of the time please leave your name with Melissa at the school office.  Each year we have a Thanksgiving Mass for our wonderful volunteer catechists who support our children in receiving the sacraments throughout the year. At this Mass the children who have made their First Holy Communion are given the opportunity to receive the      



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR CONT’D Brown Scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. The scapular is a small piece of brown cloth bearing the images of Our Lady and the Sacred Heart and is worn as a symbol of our trust in Our Lady’s motherly protection, as we try to follow her perfect example. The Thanksgiving Mass and Scapular investiture will take place on Wednesday evening 29 November at 7:30 pm. Everyone is warmly invited to attend this special occasion, especially our First Holy Communicants from St Joseph’s Parish Riverwood and Our Lady of Fatima Parish Peakhurst and any other child who has made their First Holy Communion in previous years and has not yet received the scapular. Crazy Sock Day is coming! Each year we support the Gethsemane Community who cares for those with intellectual disability who have no   family or friends to support them and who rely on boarding house accommodation. We purchase ladies and men’s socks to be part of Christmas gifts, and send Christmas cards which provide happiness and Christmas cheer to the residents who would otherwise not receive Christmas gifts or messages of love and joy. On Monday 6 November all the children are invited to wear crazy socks in crazy ways and bring a gold coin donation to support this very worthy cause. This Sunday is Mission Sunday. World Mission Day is celebrated every year in every country wherever there are Catholics committed to building a better world for all of God's people, a world where everyone has all they need to live a dignified and fulfilling life. It is the day on which we reflect on the urgency to proclaim the Gospel in our times. We celebrate Catholic Mission throughout all of October because Jesus' mission of creating a world where all can live a fully dignified life is still a long way off and because this mission is central to the Catholic Church. The whole month of October has been dedicated to reflection in the hope that all the baptised will be always committed to Christ's mission of salvation for the world.    We can all act to reduce poverty around the world and improve the quality of life for all our brothers and sisters of God's family. We can stand in solidarity with all who suffer exclusion, poverty and injustice and whose life is in some way diminished.  “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR CONT’D Year 6 Knitting and Crocheting  This term Year 6 are combining their learning in Creative and Practical Arts with their desire to reach out to those in need by knitting and / or crocheting blanket squares to make blankets. 



We are hoping that families who have spare knitting needles or crochet needles would be willing to donate them to the school so that the Year 6 students can learn how to knit and/or crochet to create blankets. Please send your spare knitting or crochet needles into the school office. Many thanks for your assistance and generosity. If anyone is able to assist the students to learn these new skills we would love to have you come and help us at a mutually convenient time.     Thank you to everyone in the school community for your generous support of the St Joseph’s Got Talent fundraiser. The acts were numerous, varied, entertaining and fun and we always had an appreciative audience. This year we raised $425.00 for the Charitable Works Fund. 



STAFF SPIRITUALITY DAY MONDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2017   



Our staff will continue to deepen our understanding of Catholic Social Justice and how we can continue the mission of Jesus and the Church in practical ways through a retreat experience focusing on how we can support our vulnerable Indigenous communities.    



Monday November 27 will be a PUPIL FREE DAY 



Peace and best wishes Robyn Green      



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” COMING TOGETHER



Whole School Mass 1.11.17



All Saints Day



DIARY DATES



Tuesday 17 October 19 & 20 October



P & F Meeting 7.00pm -



Year 6 Overnight Excursion to Canberra



Whole School Mass Monday 23 October Prayer Assembly Week 2



6 MacKillop



Week 3



5 MacKillop



Week 4



5 Penola



Wednesday Mass (9am) 25.10.17



Year 4



08.11.17



Year 1



Wednesday Penance 25.10.17



6 Penola



01.11.17



5 MacKillop



Year 6 Transition to High School Session



-



Years 5 & 6 Presentation Evening - Transition to High School - 6.00pm



Tues 31 October



-



Kindergarten 2018 Parent Information Evening 7.00pm



Wed 1 November



-



St Mary’s Cathedral Parent Information Evening Year 7 2018 7:00pm



Thurs 2 November -



St Mary’s Cathedral Orientation Day Yr 7 2018



Wed 8 November



Marist Penshurst Parent Information Evening Year 7 2018



-



Mon 13 November -



Kindergarten 2018 Orientation



-



Marist Penshurst Orientation Day Year 7 2018



Thurs 16 November -



St Ursula's Orientation Day Year 7 2018



Mon 20 November -



Kindergarten 2018 Orientation



Mon 27 November -



Staff Spirituality Day PUPIL FREE DAY



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”  



FROM THE SPORTS COORDINATOR IN SPORTING NEWS Sport Nomination Forms The green nomination forms for Years 4 and 5 were due at the end of last term and already these have been used to put forward students from three sports. There are still four other trials that will be held this term for 2018. If you still need to return your form please do so immediately. Swimming Carnival Years 3-6 have already received their swimming carnival note. Please ensure that you take the time to enter your child into any races that they are capable of entering before Friday 3 November. Please note that any entries after this date will not be accepted, as part of our safety preparations for the day need to be in place at this time. If you are having difficulties with the entry it is important that you let the school know so that we can assist you. I know that some families were disappointed that they had not put their entries in for the Athletics Carnival long distance races on time and their children missed out on races. I would like all students to be able to participate in their chosen events so please put your entries in as soon as possible. Parental assistance on this day is vital and I would encourage you to volunteer your help for the day to ensure it runs smoothly. Those Year 2 students who demonstrate that they can swim 50m at pace will soon bring home an invitation to the Swimming Carnival.



Athletics We wish the junior girls relay team: Juliet Apostolou, Capri Tandek, Tiana Petkovski and Keira Vincent well for this week as they represent us at the NSW PSSA State Athletics Championships. Keira Vincent will also be racing in the 10 years 100m race. Good luck girls!  



Cross Country As part of their Got Game lessons this week the students in Years 1-5 have been participating in a running trial. This information will be used in February 2018 to issue invitations to our Cross Country Trial at Peakhurst Park.



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”  



FROM THE SPORTS COORDINATOR    



Netball On Monday 23 October the Year 3 students will begin their sessions with a coach from Netball Australia as part of our grant from Sporting Schools Australia. The students will have four sessions. As part of the grant we have already purchased some new netball bibs, balls, markers and ball containers.    



Q. Why did the teacher jump into the water? She wanted to test the water!  Have a great fortnight! Nicole Cripps



Mathletics Mathletics is designed to provide students with a captivating and safe learning experience in maths. It combines targeted and adaptive curriculum content, structured and interactive support, with engaging gaming and rewards – all aligned to the Australian primary maths curriculum. The teachers are able to assign tasks relevant to the children's needs and what they are studying in class. Earlier this year, Years 5 and 3 trialled the Mathletics online maths program. The feedback from the parents and students was very positive and our NAPLAN results showed growth. The P & F have generously decided to provide payment for a subscription to this program for Years 1-6. It is available for PC, Mac and tablet. We have this fabulous program for the next three years and it will replace the maths mentals book for homework next year. The children will be shown how to access their tasks in class and have been issued with a username and password. See the attached flyer for further details.  



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



SPBL



   



Dear Parents and Caregivers SPBL  Playground expectations  So far this year we have focussed our attention on behaviour and expectations under the COLA and when moving around the school. We will spend the next few weeks reviewing behaviour and expectations when playing on each part of the playground including the grass playground, basketball court and on the cement playground. Please talk to your children about ways they can meet the expectations when playing on the playground. The following is a sample for playing on the basketball court.                                     



I am RESPECTFUL when:  ‐ I play safely and by the rules when in a team ac vity  ‐ I keep my hands and feet to myself  ‐ I include others in my games.   



I am RESPONSIBLE when:  ‐ I walk to lines when I hear the bell  ‐ I show respect for school equipment by using it in the correct way  ‐ I place the ball in the basket when it is  me to pack up.   



I am SAFE when:  ‐ I report unsafe behaviour and accidents to the teacher  ‐ I am aware that others are playing near me when I am throwing the ball.   



Each day of the week we continue to acknowledge the students for their respectful and positive behaviour. The class who score the most points for their positive behaviour on the playground are acknowledged as Class of the week. The class of the week select the music to be played over the sound system at the end of recess and lunchtime for the following week.   



Congratulations to Year 1P, Year 1M and Year 6P for selecting the music on the playground for weeks one and two. 



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



SP B L



   



Bronze awards received Congratulations to the following children for their bronze awards. Year 1



Kaedis Roebeck



Year 4



Alexia Korkotidis & Hailee English



Each time students collect 10 Joeys they receive a Bronze certificate. They collect Bronze awards during their time at St Joseph’s and work towards receiving Silver awards culminating in a prestigious Platinum award. Helpful website for Parents The following website may be helpful for parents Kidsmatter Families:- https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/families We also have a section in the library for parents. Books on the topics of anxiety, resilience, raising girls and raising boys may be of assistance also.



 



Take care and best wishes Elaine Thompson



 



 



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



r/ e b em t p e S er b o t Oc ys a d h Birt



Happy Birthday to the following children who will have a Birthday between 9 October and 22 October 2017



Sam Ridley



Jesse Bonaventura



Noah Asprea



Anthony Severino



Riley Abel



Amelia Suarez



Archie West



Sebastien Curtis



Liam Luis



Hillary Mai



Jack Maroon



Joshua Bullock



Alexander Noun



Micaela Awad



Bronte Faber



Taylah Hill



Kate Rose Skagias



Daniel Preziosa



Kristian Vostoganis



Dimitri Antonio



2nd Hand Uniforms The 2nd Hand Uniform shop will be



open fortnightly during the year on Friday



mornings before assembly. Items range from $3.00. The Uniform Shop will be open on the following days this term:Friday 27 October, 10 November, 24 November and 8th December If you are unable to attend on these days you can leave a request with the School Office and we will endeavour to help you.



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School



 



“Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



MERIT CERTIFICATES   Congratulations to the following students who received Merit Certificates at our assemblies on Friday 22nd September and 13th October:-



Kindergarten



Thomas Aridag, Maribelle Bashir, Oliver Curtis, Mika Garland, Grace Hellyer, Amelia Hui, Layla Sarem, Ava Vandenheuvel, Gabriel Wijaya, Marc Zingovski



Year 1



Jason Aridag, Alexa Baslakovski, Izaiah Da Silva, Natalie Govesis, Jonathan James, Vivienne Kellehear, Michelle Miller, Joseva Vunabaka



Year 2



Miguel Araujo, Mikayla De Leon, Isaac Evans, Peter Gereige, Vanessa Macchia, Lucas Michaelides, Lucas Roy, Leah Stergiopoulos



Year 3



Olivia Asprea, Michelle Martono, Elouise McMahon, David Nguyen, Marceline Oendy, Andrew Rustom, Harrison West, Anika Whitten



Year 4



Matthew Bui, Annabel Cohen, Ryan Dao. Hailee English, Julianna Kupresak, Evan Michaelides, Joseph Trovato, Aiden Whale



Year 5



Thomas Finn, Brianna Lakiss, Chloe Lavery, Alexander Noun, Angelina Papadopoulos, Tameika Ustijanovski, Keira Vincent, Finlay Whitten



Year 6



Charlie Fahd, Peter Govesis, Logan Hill, Nicholas Oendy, Kenrick Theodore, Lara Tolic, Luke Trajkovski, Laurel Whale



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School



 



“Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



P & F News  



Dear Parents and Caregivers A massive thank you to everyone who came out and supported the P&F’s Outdoor Movie Night last Friday. We had great weather and a great turnout. Special thanks must go to the parents who helped make the night such a success – Dean Lavery, Jamie Kellehear, Dave and Rachael Hellyer, Paul and Rebecca Abel, Scott Whale, Steve McMahon, Soula Papaioannou and Patty Kehagias.



SAVE THE DATE: Term 4: Evening at the Races – Canterbury Night Races - Friday 17th November 6.30pm (please see attached note).



The next P&F Meeting AGM will be at 7pm on Tuesday 28 November in the Library, hope to see you all there.



Copies of the St Joseph Cookbook “Cook, Pray, Eat” are now available for $10, please contact Rebecca Abel on 0414580312 or Yvette Kellehear on 0404856905.



Regards Steve McMahon P&F President 0419770355 [email protected]



Yvette Kellehear P&F Vice President 0404856905 [email protected]



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)
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