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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



NEWSLETTER Term 4 Week 8 30 November 2016



Dear Parents and Caregivers



Welcome to the season of Advent. The important message of this season of preparation can often be missed in the hustle and bustle of the end of the school year and lead up to Christmas. The following is an extract from the “Catholic Digest” which sums up beautifully the need to slow down and prepare for the gift of the Saviour. The entire article can be accessed via this link: http://www.catholicdigest.com/articles/faith/advent/2013/12-10/emptying-the-stable



Mary MacKillop St Mary of the Cross Australia’s first Saint Born on 15 January 1842 in Melbourne Died 8 August 1909



It’s Christmastime! There are only so many shopping days left! Have you put lights on your house yet, sent out cards, and bought sufficient gifts? Do you need something new to wear for the annual Christmas party? Have you planned the meal yet? Have the kids outgrown their outfits from last year? Who needs haircuts? Anyone require new shoes? Did you get paper and tape and ribbon - and did you remember that you have to mail these things by the 16th or postage is extra? Have you stayed in budget and on diet? Did you pencil in the pageant and the party at the school and the proposed neighbourhood cookie exchange? Do you have everything? Do you have everything? Do you have everything? Stopping to experience the gift of Advent and the season of Christmas requires wilful action on our part to avoid being swept along by the Yuletide frenzy brought on by retailers and excessive exposure to Christmas schlock 24/7. The sacred still is, but we have to lift the tinsel from our eyes to see the true Christmas star.



CANONISED 17th October 2010



We all know that Advent, the four weeks prior to Christmas, is a time of blessed waiting, when we are meant to deepen our understanding of the gift that is Jesus. However, the secular traditions of the season often crowd our hearts. Without vigilance, we forget the true wonder of the Incarnation. Christ is with us. He is present; he is here. We can touch Our Lord.  



 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



28-32 Thurlow Street Riverwood NSW 2210 Phone: 9533 3341 Fax: 9584 2672 [email protected] www.stjriverwood.catholic.edu.au



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE PRINCIPAL Cont’d The reality of Jesus as fully human - such that if we lived then, we might approach his mother and ask to touch the unspeakably soft hair of his blessed head - is. We would inhale the fragrant sweet scent that is only found on a newborn and hopefully, recognise it was time to rejoice with all of heaven at his coming. So how do we help tame our family and tame our lives so we can become a quiet stable, ready to welcome and house the Holy Family and Our Lord? 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10.



Get an Advent wreath Walk with Mary and Joseph Fast from the secular world en route to work Use purposeful decoration. Make time for unrushed loveliness Plan family time Practise the generosity of kings Practise the simplicity of the shepherds Sing joyfully with all the choirs of heaven Invite others to come to the feast



YEARLY ACADEMIC REPORTS Yearly reports will be sent home on Monday 12th December with the Semester 2 assessments. Please take the time to read your child’s report in conjunction with the assessment tasks to assist in giving you a deeper understanding of the grading system. DEMOUNTABLE CLASSROOM As we are having 3 Kindergarten classes for 2017, an extra classroom was needed for 2017. We have taken delivery of a demountable classroom which is now on the grass playground. There is still some work to do before the classroom is fully operational, such as connecting power and creating a pathway for students and teachers to access the classroom. The demountable will be used for Learning Support and EAL/D and Mrs Joseph and Mrs Tuffy are looking forward to “moving into” their new room. CHRISTMAS CONCERT Our Christmas Concert will be held on Monday 12th December at 6:00pm on the Grass Playground. The school gates will be open at 5:00pm and families are invited to bring a blanket and picnic dinner (though I might warn the local pizza shops well in advance) to share before the concert starts. Any families that choose to bring folding chairs to sit on are requested to sit on the outer edges so as not to block the view of those families sitting on picnic blankets. There will be a stage and sound system organised at the Littleton St end of the grass playground. There are no set costume requirements for the students, the only stipulation is that it is something “Christmassy”. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE PRINCIPAL Cont’d



PROMOTIONS DAY We will have Promotions Day on Wednesday 14th December. The students will see their classrooms for 2017 and meet with their teachers. Students from Years 3- 6 will be given a “Requirements List” by their teacher to let you know what they will need to bring with them on the first day of the 2017 school year. There are no surprises on the list, just the usual pens, coloured pencils, glue sticks etc. One request we have from the teachers is that the children’s pencil cases need to be smaller rather than larger as we have had trouble this year fitting the pencil cases on the desks and into the book tubs. Realistically, students do not require enough coloured pencils or paraphernalia to fit into a small overnight bag so please be practical when you are purchasing their school resources. All resources for the Infants grades (Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2) are provided by the school. SCHOOL UNIFORM When you are purchasing school shoes and joggers for your children over the school holidays please ensure that you buy the correct shoes as per the Uniform Policy (see attached). Joggers need to be mainly white and not fluoro pink, green or yellow. I realise that it is a little more difficult to purchase mainly white shoes but I ask that you adhere to the Uniform Policy. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. SWIMMING CARNIVAL Our school Swimming Carnival will be held this Friday. Only students aged 8 and above are able to swim in the competitive races as this is age from which they qualify to compete at the next level for the Region. The Infant’s students will not be swimming in the 50 metre pool. They will have water activities on the grass area and games in the wading pool. The Infants students will return to school at 12:30pm.



God Bless Mrs Kim McCue            



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL MATHS EQUIPMENT During the Parent Maths workshops held in Term 3 we discussed equipment which is useful to help children with understanding place value and the process of addition and subtraction in a practical way. Base 10 blocks, also known as MABs are commonly used in our classrooms. For parents who may be interested in purchasing a set to use at home the following websites may be useful. Officeworks $39.98 (Plastic Base 10 set includes 1 large block, 10 rods, 10 flats and 100 small cubes) Modern Teaching Aids $44.95 (Wooden Base 10 set includes 1 large block, 10 rods, 10 flats and 100 small cubes) SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS FOR LEARNING As mentioned in the last Newsletter, we have introduced the SPBL program to our school this term. We have already seen a marked improvement in the number of students who are actively attempting to meet our expectations when gathering for assemblies and moving from them into classes. To encourage the many students who consistently behave in a responsible, respectful and safe way we introduced a reward system where raffle tickets could be earned by individuals or classes. We were pleased to award both 2 MacKillop and 4 MacKillop with an ice block for each class member. These classes achieved the highest number of raffle tickets over the past 2 weeks.



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL



During the next two weeks all classes are also focussing on improving the way they move around the school in learning time eg when on messages, going to the Office, going to the toilet or moving to different learning spaces. All teachers have explicitly taught the expected behaviours to all classes, reminders are given at assemblies, and posters are displayed throughout the school. Raffle tickets can again be earned by students demonstrating these. I wonder which two classes will earn the most during this fortnight?



NEW SCHOOL CREST As part of the development of our School’s new Mission and Vision for Learning statements we are also in the process of redesigning our school crest. We are asking all families to be a part of this decision making process by submitting their vote for one of two more contemporary designs. A Skoolbag alert was sent out to all parents yesterday with a link to the designs and a voting form. To access the online form it is necessary that you access the link via a gmail account. If you wish to submit a vote but do not have access to gmail you may contact the office and our secretaries will be happy to assist you. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Cont’d TALENT QUEST Talent Quest Finals are taking place this week at lunchtime every day (except Friday). We will also be holding finals next Monday. If your child would like to be part of the audience, it is a 50 cent donation for each day. All children will attend the Grand Final which will take place on Friday afternoon 9th December at 2.15pm under the COLA. Parents are welcome to attend. Our Year 6 children will be accepting donations which will be gratefully accepted. All proceeds go towards the Charitable Works Fund.     Have a good fortnight



Lynda Busuttil                                    



Has your child been absent from school this week?   



Parents are required to inform their child's teacher in wri ng of  the dates and reason of absence within a week of return to  school or the absence will be recorded as an UNEXPLAINED     absence on their file. 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



   



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR



Happy New Year Last Sunday marked the beginning of the Church’s new year, the first Sunday of Advent. All the children from Kindergarten to Year 6 learn about the liturgical year of the Church. The season of Advent prepares us to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas. It gives us time to reflect and rejoice in the coming of Christ who was promised by God the Father. And just as Year 3 MacKillop reminded us beautifully in prayer last Wednesday, Advent and Christmas is a time to reach out to others. How are we going to show the spirit of Jesus to others? Perhaps joining in the Vinnies Christmas Appeal is one way... Our Prayer Lord Jesus, we remember that Advent is the season of waiting. This is a time of peace and joy. As we prepare to celebrate fully the birth of Jesus, bless our families and friends and help us to help those in need. Amen.



There are thousands of Australians out there who personify heroism. They're strong, they're brave, they're tough. But they're not athletes or celebrities. They're women who find the courage to flee from abusive households, men who find strength to overcome disadvantaged upbringings and parents who make incredible sacrifices to keep their children safe. These are the people who Vinnies and its volunteers assist each and every day. Vinnies makes a real difference in the lives of 1 out of 18 people in Australia. Our generosity makes it possible for the Vinnies members, volunteers and staff to continue offering the right kind of assistance at the right time. It is our donations that will help Vinnies rebuild strength this Christmas. Our compassionate support will be felt well beyond December 25th. Our donations will be an important foundation in making a difference to the lives of many Australians this Christmas. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR Cont’d    



We do our part at this time of year by contributing to the Christmas food hampers which will be distributed to those in need in our local community. In order to ensure we receive a good range of foodstuffs, the following table outlines the items that would be greatly appreciated for the appeal this year. Please send these and other non-perishable food into school by Monday 12 December.



DONATION 



GRADE  Kindergarten 



Christmas lollies, Pretzels  



Year 1 



Biscuits (crackers, shortbread etc.), small boxes of breakfast cereal 



Year 2 



Tinned fruit, bottles of soft drink 



Year 3 



Tea, coffee, hot chocolate, jams or spreads 



Year 4 



Cordial, Fruit poppers, Tinned salmon or tuna 



Year 5 



Christmas puddings, fruit mince pies, long life milk or cream 



Year 6 



Tinned vegetables, sauces, gravy and dressings 



Our generous support of Vinnies is a very important part of St Joseph’s Outreach Program and assists us to fulfil the Archbishop’s Charter for Catholic Schools, in particular Principle 5: Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Sydney are called to “teach students to know, understand and act on Catholic social teaching, in particular the preferential option for the poor’ ….” Our Year 6 students will be visiting classrooms and promoting the Christmas Appeal.



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR Cont’d      



HOLIDAY FUN - MARY MACKILLOP PLACE MUSEUM This coming Christmas holidays and into the New Year bring your family and visit the Botanical Room at the Mary MacKillop Place Museum. The room and activities are inspired by the discoveries and observations in nature by Fr Julian Tenison Woods [cofounder of the Sisters of St Joseph]. Children will be free to draw from natural specimens and take part in a community mural drawing project. The finished work will be displayed in the museum at the conclusion of the school holiday period. The space will be open to visitors throughout the first half of the year. You are invited to create and contribute to the wall artwork or create your very own observational drawings. Art supplies, including props to draw, will be available for your creative exploration! Take refuge from the summer heat and relax in a family friendly space only steps from the café, or relax in the gardens and draw directly from nature by the stream. MINI VINNIES AT ST JOSEPH’S IN 2017 Mini Vinnies is a program designed for groups of primary school students who are interested in social justice. Mini Vinnies students get together within their school to help those in need within their school, local or international community. Mini Vinnies introduces children to social justice issues, The St Vincent de Paul Society and to living faith through action. Mini Vinnies is about doing good works in the community that benefit people facing social injustice. It is also about young people meeting to talk, share ideas and concerns, to have fun and support each other. The Mini Vinnies model of “See, Think, Do” is a great way to get young people thinking and talking about their spirituality and to connect their faith with issues affecting their community through volunteering, advocacy and fundraising. Tomorrow the St Vincent de Paul School Liaison Officer will deliver a presentation to the students in Years 3,4 and 5 to explain to them what is involved in being a Mini Vinnies member. The students who are interested in joining this group will bring home an Expression of Interest form to discuss with their parents before they volunteer to be part of this initiative at St Joseph’s. Peace and best wishes Robyn Green “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” DIARY DATES



COMING TOGETHER



Fri 2 December



Wednesday Penance 07.12.16



4 Penola



14.12.16



5 Penola



Mon 5 December - Cancelled Parent Helpers Morning Tea Tues 6 December - Kindergarten / Year 1 Incursion (Street Sense)



Wednesday Grade Mass 07.12.16



- Swimming Carnival Revesby Aquatic Centre



Year 6 Graduation Mass 9.00am



P & F AGM 7.00pm Wed 7 December - Year 6 Graduation Mass 9am



Friday Prayer Assembly 09.12.16



Mon 12 December - School Reports go home



1 Penola



School Xmas Concert 6.00pm Tues 13 December



Year 6 Water Safety Beach Day Elouera Beach



Wed 14 December



Year 6 Graduation Dinner & Disco



Fri 16 December - Last Day of Term 4 for Students



     



Thank you to all our families who have paid their school fees or made arrangements with the School Office. All other outstanding school fees are now overdue and need to be paid as soon as possible. If you are experiencing financial difficulty please contact the office to make an appointment with Mrs McCue.



  “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR    



Alexander Noun, Samara Woods, Emma Harris and Marc Noun have all made the 2017 St George Representative Team for Touch Football. They will be playing in the Junior State Cup in Port Macquarie on 17-19 February 2017.  



Mario Kehagias and Zachary Papadopoulos have been selected for the 2017 U8s St George Football Association COE Representative team (Soccer).  Kane McCarren has qualified for the 2016/17 10U-12 State Age Swimming Championships in the 50m Freestyle Event which is being held on 9-10th December at Sydney Olympic Park.  



A big thank you to all of the parents who have informed the school of these fantastic results. It is with your help that we are able to celebrate these fantastic achievements!   



St Joseph’s Swimming Carnival 2016  



Our Swimming Carnival has finally arrived! We look forward to a very successful and HOT day on Friday 2 December at Max Parker Leisure Centre, Revesby. What your child needs to bring: PRIMARY Carnival→ Year 2 (8s) - Year 6  Recess, Fruit and Lunch  Plenty of water  SUNSCREEN  Full sports uniform (house coloured t-shirts optional)  Appropriate footwear



INFANTS Carnival → K-Year 2 (7s)   Full sports uniform (house coloured t-shirts optional)  Plastic bag with Swimmers, Towel & something to cover your child’s body (sun protection)  Children will eat their fruit, recess and lunch at school.  Infants will leave the pool at 12:30pm  You are NOT able to take your child home from the Pool at this time.



 



36 degrees on Friday so please make sure your child has full sun protection! The teachers will be reminding the children to apply sunscreen



It is forecast to be



throughout the day, but we would be appreciative if you could remind your children in the morning as well.  



Thank you once again to all of the parents/caregivers who have volunteered to help on the day! It is greatly appreciated.  Have a good fortnight :) Jenna O’Donnell Sport Coordinator



“If you don't CHALLENGE yourself, You will never realise what you can BECOME”



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



r/ e b m Nove ber m D ece ys a d h Birt



Happy Birthday to the following children who will have a Birthday between 28 November and 11 December 2016



Trevor Barton



Leon Azzi



Gaia El Khabbaz



Henry Graham



Ava Signorelli



David Bottaro



Blake Cohen



Erika Stothard



Marcus Stramandinoli



Tyrel Laurente



Emmanuel El Azzi



Tiana Kulchar



Harrison Cragg



Lucas Michaelides



  2nd Hand Uniforms



The 2nd Hand Uniform shop will be open fortnightly during the year on Friday mornings before assembly. Items range from $3.00. The Uniform Shop will be open on the following days this term:Friday 9 December If you are unable to attend on these days you can leave a request with the School Office and we will endeavour to help you.



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



MERIT CERTIFICATES Congratulations to the following students who received Merit Certificates at our assemblies on Friday 18th & Friday 25th November:-



Kindergarten



Jack Jarvis, Jayden Lam, Elizabeth Miller, Lily Morris, Jake Porter, Briar Rowe, Yianna Stergiopoulos & Justin Wilkinson



Year 1



Eloise Barton, Joel Christanto, Kane Morris, Ruby Renshaw, Brodie Santos, Kye Saumaitoga, Isabella Trovato & Zhyon Tran



Year 2



Juliet Apostolou, Jesse Bonaventura, Daniel Hellyer, Isabelle Keeling, Mario Kehagias, Christopher Marneros & Zoe Tsaprazis



Year 3



Hailee English, Bronte Faber, Jake Gillies, Briana Graniero, Kate Milic, Thomas Sarafoski, Amelia Simone & Evan Zafiropoulos



Year 4



Marcus Buckley, Gabrielle Cook, Sienna Dawson, Brianna Lakiss, Kane McCarren, Margaret Oszywa, Yianni Papagianopoulos & Finlay Whitten



Year 5



Antonio Caruana, OIiver Farr, Theano Houdalakis, Jennifer Lo, Isabella Mandalinic, Michelle Petkovski, Nicholas Oendy & Laurel Whale



Year 6



Danica Di Stefano, Alexander Kulchar, Jessica Lo, Erini Papagianopoulos, Christian Signorelli, James Whiteman, Samara Woods & Cristina Yazbeck



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” P & F News Dear Parents and Caregivers Reminder: The P&F AGM for 2016 is 6 December @ 7pm in the library Nominations are being accepted for the P & F positions being vacated at the end of this year. Nominations will be received until 3pm on the afternoon of the meeting. All nominations are to be in writing with a nominator and seconder to be a parent / caregiver of a student at our school. All nominations must be handed in at the office. The following positions will need to be filled on the night;



   



President Vice President Secretary Treasurer



It's only two meetings a term and a little bit of event coordination. An active P&F is needed for parents to have a collective voice and to raise vital funds which go toward our kids.



Cook Pray Eat - Pre-order your cookbook As of 1 December the School Cookbook is available at a cost of $30. We are hoping to take delivery of the cookbooks soon and should they arrive by December 12 they will be on sale on the night on our Christmas Concert.



Regards



Steve McMahon P & F President



Mobile:0419 770 355 Email: [email protected]



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7
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