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Bro. John Thomas on “Faith”



The Name and the Faith are terms comprehensive of the whole subject. ‘There is One Faith,’ says Paul, ‘and one Hope of the Calling.’ The name is that part of the faith just expounded; but when ‘faith’ is used in connection with ‘name’ it embraces the things associated with it by Paul in his definition of it in Heb. xi. 1. In this place, he says, ‘Faith is a hypostasis of things being hoped for, an elenchos of transactions not seen.’ Here faith, or belief, is said to be hypostasis and elenchos; that is, faith is reality and proof. The person who has it embraces certain things promised as realities, and certain transactions as things proved. Hence, faith is the assured hope of things promised, the conviction of the truth of transactions not witnessed by the believer. The English Version renders Paul’s words, thus: ‘Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.’ This, however, does not give us the full import of his definition. The word elpizomenwn rendered ‘of things hoped for,’ is the present participle passive, the sign of which is ‘being;’ the word should therefore be translated ‘of things being hoped for.’ Faith is not the ‘hypostasis of things hoped for’ once, and afterwards forgotten: nor ‘of things hoped for’ by other people of old time, but never heard of by professors now: but they are things ‘by which ye are saved if ye keep in memory a certain word I preached unto you,’ says Paul; ‘unless ye have believed in vain;’ that is, by forgetting it (1 Cor. xv. 1, 2) -- it is the hypostasis of things hoped for, being kept in memory, by the believer; who, understanding the things promised, is fully persuaded of them, and lives in hope even against hope, or present appearances, that what God has promised to Abraham and David, he is able to, and will perform (Rom. iv. 21, 18). Another defect in the English Version is that it does not fully translate the word pragmatwn. The word pragma signifies ‘a thing done, a fact, deed, work, or transaction,’ and is, therefore, a matter of history. In the phrase ‘of things being hoped for’ there is no separate word in the original for ‘things;’ but it is supplied, and correctly so, because elpizomenwn is of the neuter gender. But in the latter part of this definition Paul has inserted the word pragmatwn, that all the things of faith may be embraced in the definition -- ‘the things of the kingdom,’ which are ‘being hoped for;’ and ‘the things of the Name,’ which have been transacted and expounded in the mystery revealed. It is evident, then, that what is termed ‘historical faith,’ or the mere belief of history, and which some ‘theologians’ say is the best sort of faith, is a defective faith; and therefore, not what the Spirit styles ‘My Faith.’ On the other hand, also, the mere belief of things hoped for, omitting faith in the pragmata, or transactions, is a defective faith. A faith perfect in kind and in degree must heartily embrace the things of hope, and the things transacted; in other words, ‘the things concerning the Kingdom of the Deity, and of the Name of the Anointed-Jesus.’ This is what the Spirit styles ‘my faith,’ which the teachers in Pergamos ‘had not denied’. VolumeIX, IX,Issue IssueNo. No.33 Volume
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The Dead Sea Scrolls Bro. Ben Bowen



“I have read a little more of the leathers. I tremble as I think about them. This may be one of the greatest discoveries in the country — a discovery which we could never have dreamt.” (Professor Eleazer Sukenik, December 1, 1947, looking upon the Dead Sea Scrolls pictured above) The unearthing of the Dead Sea Scrolls is a great example of how something seemingly mundane in the eyes of those in the world around us can really be exciting to us as Believers. Yes, archaeology can be exciting, even thrilling! To those of us living in the latter days, the subject at hand is one that should cause us to sit up and pay attention. It is not just the fact that old items have been dug up that can vindicate our faith and disprove the naysayers and critics of the Holy Scriptures. Realizing the work of the Elohim in having arranged the events surrounding the discovery of the scrolls so carefully, the discerning Bible student sees a fascinating story that not only connects dusty old scrolls with the Word of God in our laps today, but also links together elements from recent world history to fulfill Biblical prophecy: wars, world leaders, the United Nations, archaeologists, treasure maps, war generals and Yahweh’s own people. These elements are interwoven in this event, leading to an astounding conclusion that can cause the very hairs on our necks to stand up. This is the story of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls through the Believer’s eye of faith. To begin, we wish to take you back to a time in relatively recent history, the beginning of 1947. This may seem like long ago to those of us who are younger, though in the perspective of the entire history since Creation, it is truly but “yesterday” so to speak. Looking back in spring of 1947, we see the Jews have been returning to the Holy Land since the turn of the century. They are arriving in Israel for a variety of reasons, spurred on mainly by Zionism, the desire for their own homeland, and the belief that it is their ancient home. Volume IX, Issue No. 3
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As part of the Diaspora, they have been persecuted for centuries, moving from land to land, country to country, and finally, after near annihilation at the hand of the Nazis, the remnants of Jews are now gathering. For a good number of them this happens illegally, through defying national policies, crossing mountains on foot in the snow, loading boats to the brim and sailing toward the Land, praying they will not be turned back or perish along the way. Many make it, but many do not. With the return of the survivors and rightful inhabitants, the Holy Land slowly comes back to life, after centuries of harsh treatment by the Arabs and Turks who left the region bereft of trees, sand blowing about any scrubby growth managing to survive, and full of swamps riddled with the threat of malaria.



(Figure 15) 



Muhammad adh‐Dhib 



It is on the edge of this dry, harsh desert, near the western tip of the Dead Sea, that we find Muhammad adh-Dhib (literally translated “Muhammad the Wolf”), a goat herder of the Bedouin tribe of Ta’amireh, looking for one of his wandering goats among the rocks. The exact details of this part of the story are sketchy. However, after reading several sources, we believe Mr. G. Lankester Harding, Director of Antiquities in the Kingdom of Jordan, best described the scene in an article in The Times, published August 9, 1949: “One of the goats strayed in search for better pastures, and the goatherd, looking for it up the steep rock hillside, chanced upon a small circular opening in a rock face. With pardonable curiosity he looked in cautiously, but could make out only a large dark cavern; so he picked up a stone and threw it in—and heard something crack and break. Nervously apprehensive at the unexpected result of his effort he withdrew, and returned later with a friend. Each made brave by the presence of the other, they wriggled through the small aperture into the cavern, and in the dim light could distinguish some large jars standing on the floor, one of them broken by the recently thrown stone. Fragments of others were lying all around, but they quickly proceeded to examine the contents of the intact jars. Instead, however, of the expected golden treasure, they drew forth a number of leather rolls covered in, to them, an unknown writing—had they but known it, a treasure far greater than any gold.” A summary of the resulting series of events involving archaeologists, war generals, the United Nations and so on, in fulfilment of the prophecies written on these very leather rolls carried home by the two young men that day, is what will now be depicted through the balance of this article.



Kando 



Though unable to decipher Hebrew text, goatherd Muhammad and one or two of his friends (top, left) recognized the scrolls to be old and likely valuable. They took them to Bethlehem where they attempted to sell the ancient pieces of leather. A Syrian Orthodox Christian Volume IX, Issue No. 3
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Antiquities dealer by the name of Kando (bottom left, pg. 4) purchased four of the seven rolls. Later in the spring of 1947, looking to sell them to someone else, Kando came into contact with and sold them to the Syrian Orthodox Monastery of St. Mark, located in the Old City of Jerusalem. In late July of the same year, the Syrian Archbishop of Jerusalem, Athanasius Yeshue Samuel, recognized the writing was Hebrew, but neither he nor his colleagues were able to determine the nature or significance of the documents. Archbishop Samuel consulted with École Biblique, an archaeological study in Jerusalem operated by French Dominicans. A Dutch scholar, Professor J. Van der Ploeg of Nijmegen University, identified one of the scrolls as a copy of the book of Isaiah in Hebrew, apparently



of a very early date. Upon discussion with his colleagues at the École Biblique, Professor Van der Ploeg, however, was told by a scholar of “outstanding authority in his field” that it was preposterous to suppose that Hebrew manuscripts of such antiquity could exist—the ones he had seen must be “fakes”. The four scrolls were nearly forgotten until months later when it was suggested they may be worth something, after the other three of the seven original scrolls discovered made their way out of an antiquities shop in Bethlehem. On November 24, 1947, Professor Eleazar Lipa Sukenik, Director of Archaeology at the Hebrew University, was summoned to the fence dividing Military Zone B by another antiquities dealer, Feidi Salahi, to view some old parchments. Author Yigael Yadin describes the meeting of his father with Feidi in his book, The Message of the Scrolls: “When we met, my friend pulled from his briefcase a scrap of leather. He held it up for me to see. On it I noticed Hebrew script, but I could



not make out the words. I asked him what it was and his story was so fascinating that I almost forgot the sickening presence of the barbed wire between us. He said that one of our mutual friends, an old Arab antiquities dealer in Bethlehem, had come to him the previous day with a tale of some Bedouin who had called on him bringing several parchment scrolls which they claimed to have found in a cave near the shores of the Dead Sea, not far from Jericho. They had offered to sell him the scrolls, but he, the Arab dealer, did not know whether they were genuine. He had therefore brought them to my Armenian friend. He, too, had no knowledge of whether they were really ancient manuscripts or a fairly recent product. He wanted to know from me whether I considered them genuine and if so whether I would be prepared to buy them for the Museum of Jewish Antiquities of the Hebrew University. I was in a difficult situation. If I gave him an immediate affirmative answer, I would be automatically committed to their purchase, since we had known each other long enough for each to trust the word of the other. I hesitated a few minutes, straining my eyes to peer through the loops of barbed wire in an effort to make Professor  out the letters on the scrap of Eleazer Lipa Sukenik  leather. Strangely enough, as I gazed at the parchment, the letters began to become familiar, though I could make no immediate sense of the writing. They resembled letters which I had found on several occasions on small coffins and on ossuaries which I had discovered in and around Jerusalem, in some ancient tombs dating back to the period before the Roman destruction of the city. I had seen such letters scratched, carved and, in a few cases, painted on stone. But not until this week had I seen this particular kind of Hebrew lettering written with a pen on leather. But this thought stayed with me for barely a moment. As I continued to peer, my hunch became stronger and stronger that this was no forgery but the real thing. I decided to risk buying the scrolls, of which this was a fragment, for the University. I asked my Armenian friend to proceed at once to Bethlehem and bring back some samples. I asked him to telephone me when he got back and in the meantime I would try and get a military pass so that I could visit him at his store and examine the parchments more closely.” On November 28, 1947, excited by the promising prospect of the scrolls, Professor Sukenik debated whether or not to take a trip to Bethlehem. On one hand, through the barbed wire fence a few days prior, he had been shown some of what he thought could be the oldest Hebrew documents in the
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world—which have become known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. On the other hand, six thousand miles away at Lake Success, the United Nations was deliberating on the resolution that could end the British Mandate in Palestine and the possible formation of a Jewish state. This would cause significant turmoil in the region; considering the explosive situation and imminent Arab attack, making a journey through Arab zones in the area would be extremely dangerous if not impossible. With these debating thoughts in his mind, he consulted with his son, Yigael, who was Chief of Operations of the Haganah, the Jewish self-defence movement in Palestine (which later became the Israeli Defence Force or the “IDF”). At the time, Yigael was preparing the Haganah for the possibility of Arab attack, should the resolution at the United Nations go through. Professor Sukenik, though excited beyond measure, was warned by his son (also an archaeologist, aside from being Haganah Chief of Operations) not to go to Bethlehem, that it was too dangerous. Later that day, Professor Sukenik heard on the radio that the UN had delayed its decision until the following day and determined this was his chance to go, despite his concerns for the situation and the warnings of both his son and his wife. The next morning, November 29, he set off for Bethlehem.



found, which he offered for our inspection. They were of a shape unfamiliar to me. He then carefully produced the leather scrolls. My hands shook as I started to unwrap one of them. I read a few sentences. It was written in beautiful Biblical Hebrew. The language was like that of the Psalms, but the text was unknown to me. I looked and looked, and I suddenly had the feeling that I was privileged by destiny to gaze upon a Hebrew scroll which had not been read for more than two thousand years.” Professor Sukenik agreed to purchase the scrolls and took them back to Jerusalem. He immediately headed for his personal study and unrolled the leathers. As he read, he became more and more convinced that his first hunch had been correct, and that he was witnessing a discovery of tremendous importance.



Taking the bus to Bethlehem, Professor Sukenik was the only non-Arab in the public vehicle. As a Jew, he felt the tension. His Arab friend later admitted he had been scared stiff of the responsibility of bringing him on this journey. Again referring to Professor Sukenik’s account, we gather his sense of exhilaration during this event upon his arrival to Bethlehem and meeting with the antiquities dealer: “He [Feidi Salahi] brought out two jars, in which the bundles had been



At that United Nations General Assembly, Chaim Weizmann, then President of the World Zionist Organization, quoted from the very scripture which Professor Sukenik was unrolling for the first time in a couple thousand years: “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth” (Isaiah 11:11-12).



While Sukenik studied these precious scrolls that evening, marvelling at the ancient documents, no doubt read for the first time in two thousand years, his son Mati was listening to the radio. Mati shared the news that the United Nations would be voting that night on the question of the reestablishment of the State of Israel. It was past midnight when the result was announced. Professor Sukenik was still absorbed in his inspection of the leather parchments when his son burst in with the report that the vote on the Jewish State had been carried.



The Isaiah Scroll  Volume IX, Issue No. 3



The sceptic would consider this event “coincidence”. To a Bible student, however, trained to watch for historic events of importance surrounding Israel, the Holy Scriptures and prophecies con6
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Chaim Weizmann  United Nations  November, 1947 



  “...And he shall set up  an ensign for the      nations, and shall    assemble the outcasts  of Israel, and gather  together the dispersed  of Judah from the four   corners of the earth”   (Isaiah 11:12). 



    tained therein, this is no doubt “providence”. Although this was only an initial, partial fulfillment and not the primary fulfillment of the Kingdom Age, it is nevertheless a witness to those who watch for these types of events. It was the beginning of the most important series of prophetic events since the Messiah’s first advent, and a clear and encouraging demonstration that Scripture is relevant and important to this present age. Yigael Yadin, in the preface to his book The Message of the Scrolls, commented on the occasion and timing of the discovery of the leather parchments: “I cannot avoid the feeling that there is something symbolic in the discovery of the scrolls and their acquisition at the moment of the creation of the State of Israel. It is as if these manuscripts had been waiting in caves for two thousand years, ever since the destruction of Israel’s independence, until the people of Israel had returned to their home and regained their freedom. This symbolism is heightened by the fact that the first three scrolls were bought by my father for Israel on 29th November, 1947, the very day on which the United Nations voted for the re-creation of the Jewish state in Israel after two thousand years. These facts may have influenced my approach to the scrolls. It was a tremendously exciting experience, difficult to convey in words, to see the original scrolls and study them, knowing that some of the Biblical manuscripts were copied only a few hundred years after their composition, and that these very scrolls were read and studied by our forefathers in the period of the Second Temple.” Yadin makes a point here that, to this day, still thrills this writer to think about. By the Almighty’s design, when the kingdom of Israel ceased to exist a couple thousand years ago, the prophecy recorded in Isaiah of its re-establishment was buried and preserved in a jar in the dry arid air of caves near the Dead Sea. By the work of the Elohim, events brought about the discovery of this scroll, and it was read for the first



time since Israel was scattered on the very day it was quoted by Chaim Weizmann to the world, to garner the support of the United Nations in recognition of Isaiah’s prophecy. This providential circumstance was unbeknownst to either Sukenik or Weizmann at the time it happened. There is no doubt in our mind that this had been arranged for us, those who are looking for the fulfillment of prophecy, to encourage and uplift us in these last days as we await the remaining prophecies in the same book to be fulfilled. “Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever” (Isaiah 30:8). In December 1947, Professor Sukenik learned of Archbishop Samuel’s purchase of another set of scrolls. In late January 1948, after a meeting with a friend, a Syrian Orthodox monk, at the YMCA building in Jerusalem, he was given permission to borrow them on brief loan from the Monastery - to verify their authenticity, show them to Dr. Magnes, the Hebrew University President, and source the finances to purchase them. Sukenik ascertained one of the scrolls to be a full copy of the scroll of Isaiah (referred to as MS-1) and determined they were of the same origin as the scrolls already in his possession. However, unable to secure the finances before handing them back over on February 6, he arranged a second meeting to negotiate a price and introduce Dr. Magnes to Archbishop Samuel. This second meeting never took place, though; the Syrians wrote him to announce their decision “not to sell.” Professor Sukenik later found out what had actually happened with this second set of scrolls. On February 21, 1948, roughly two weeks after their previous meeting, the Syrian monk showed the Isaiah scroll (MS-1) to John C. Trevor at the American Schools of Oriental Research Center in Jerusalem. Trevor received permission to photograph and publish the
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scrolls, assuring the priest they would be able to get far greater prices for the scrolls in the United States if they were able to do this. Mr. William Brownlee then photographed and identified the scrolls. In March, upon receipt of a photograph of the scrolls, Professor William F. Albright of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, sent a reply letter via airmail, in which he commented: “My heartiest congratulations on the greatest manuscript discovery of modern times! There is no doubt in my mind that the script is more archaic than that of the Nash Papyrus… I should prefer a date around 100 BC... What an absolutely incredible find! And there can happily not be the slightest doubt in the world about the genuineness of the



with the intention to sell. Professor Sukenik died in 1953, with the belief that he had lost his chance to obtain the scrolls for the Jewish people. In his diary, he commented: “Thus the Jewish people have lost a precious heritage.” In a strange set of “coincidences” it was his own son, Yigael Yadin, who ended up purchasing the scrolls years later in America, restoring them to the Jewish people and seeing them finally permanently housed in Jerusalem. It would be a long time before the set of seven scrolls would be reunited – the events leading up to this collection will be briefly summarized. In the time before the original seven scrolls were brought together, many texts and thousands upon thousands of fragments of additional scrolls were recovered among a series of newly discovered caves in the area of the Dead Sea. In a small measure of detail, we have covered the discovery of the first seven scrolls: the four purchased by Archbishop Samuel and the three purchased by Professor Sukenik. In addition to the complete Isaiah scroll (now known as Isaiah MS-1), Archbishop Samuel also had in possession a copy of the first two chapters of Habakkuk, including a verse-by-verse commentary, a set of rules named the “Manual of Discipline” by some and “Rule of the Community” by others, and the remaining scroll was written in Aramaic rather than Hebrew and was not unrolled until later. This scroll turned out to be an Aramaic paraphrase of Genesis 5-15, written in first person narrative by characters such as Lamech and Abraham. The three purchased by Professor Sukenik included the “War of the Sons of Light against the Sons of Darkness”, the “Thanksgiving Scroll” and a scroll of a portion of the book of Isaiah (now known as Isaiah MS-2). This Isaiah scroll was reasonably complete from chapter 41 onward, though only a dozen or so fragments remained from the first 40 chapters.



These first seven major scrolls which fired off the saga of the “Dead Sea Scrolls” were each found in a single cave, later termed “Cave 1”. Due to fighting that broke out in early 1948, it was practically impossible for the archaeologists to visit the cave themselves for further inYigael Yadin  vestigation. Nearly a year later, in January 1949, Captain (Professor Sukenik’s son)  Lippens, a Belgian UN Observer took advantage of a truce in the fighting and granted Mr. G. Lankester Hardmanuscript.” (At that time, the Nash Papyrus was dated to ing, the Director of Antiquities for Jordan, a chance to take a around 200 AD; it consisted, however, of just four fragments party to Cave 1 and begin proper excavations. Harding and of scrolls rather than a complete book as was the MS-1 scroll Father Roland de Vaux of the Dominicaon École Biblique containing the entire book of Isaiah.) took charge of excavations in February 1949. To their dismay, Later in March 1948, the Archbishop Samuel transported upon arrival to the site, they realized it had already been looted the scrolls to Beirut as violence between the Jews and Arabs and searched through thoroughly by searchers who were obviincreased. On May 15th that year, the British Mandate in Israel ously amateur. The intruders had cut a more convenient encame to an end. Israel declared independence and that evening trance into the cave and threw out large quantities of material Egyptian planes bombed Tel Aviv, commencing the War of that could have been gathered and studied. Among the rubble, Independence. January of the following year, in 1949, found Harding found a cigarette-roller bearing the name of an inArchbishop Samuel landing in America with the four scrolls, truder and was later able to return it to its owner and tell him Volume IX, Issue No. 3
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Copper Scrolls  where it had been lost. Remnants discovered by Harding and his team in Cave 1 included portions of the following books of the Bible in Hebrew: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Judges, Samuel, Psalms, Isaiah and Ezekiel. The fragments of Isaiah proved to be from the same roll that Professor Sukenik bought in 1947. Fragments of Deuteronomy were also found written in Phoenician. Due to the style of Phoenician script and dates during which the script was used, the parts of Deuteronomy discovered could be dated back as far as 450 BC, at the end of the life of Nehemiah, who died around 460 BC. Portions of scrolls not from the books of the Bible themselves were also found: commentaries on books such as the Psalms, Zephaniah and Micah, collections of hymns, texts relating to daily life and worship within the community and apocryphal books like the “Book of Jubilees”, the “Book of Noah” and the “Testament of Levi”. The Bedouin tribe in the Dead Sea area reasoned that if so much would be paid for scrolls found in a single cave surely there would be more in the area from which they could profit. Archaeologists assumed differently, thinking this was a onetime find, thus never bothering to search further than the first cave. New scrolls began to emerge in the open antiquities market, sold to dealers by Bedouin at much higher prices than the original scrolls and fragments were sold. The search for new caves was an ongoing task over the next months and years. In the end, an additional 10 caves containing a range of fragments and scrolls were found. The scrolls were each designated a number according to a specific code. Cave 1 is known as “1Q”, “Q” standing for Qumran, the area in which the caves are located. Cave 2 is “2Q”, Cave 3 is “3Q”, and so on. The designation of individual scrolls follow suit. The greatest find, the complete Isaiah scroll, for example, is “1QIsa”, “1Q” meaning it comes from the first cave and “Isa” clearly meaning it is the book of Isaiah.



The first seven are coded separately, but following those, everything found within the caves are numbered accordingly – “1Q1, 1Q2, 1Q3”, etc. These have further designations, for example, 1Q1 is also 1QGen, as it is a scroll of Genesis. Where there are multiples pieces of the same scroll, the name designation means the original scroll, and the numbers are the individual pieces. For instance, in Cave 4, there are 10 pieces of Genesis, so “4QGen” is comprised of the individual pieces designated “4Q1, 4Q2, 4Q3”… through “4Q10”. A total of eleven caves were discovered in all. The first, 1Q, was discovered in 1947, and the last, 11Q, was discovered in 1956. Of all the caves, only caves one and eleven produced relatively intact manuscripts. Cave 4, discovered in 1952, produced the largest find – over 15,000 fragments from more than 500 manuscripts. In all, over 40,000 fragments of scrolls were recovered from the eleven caves, comprising somewhere around 850 separate scroll remains, a few of which were almost intact but most only surviving in fragments. The majority were written in Hebrew, some in Aramaic and a few in Greek. The discovery of these scrolls helped immensely with the study of these ancient languages. An additional interesting fact is that the Temple Scroll, found in the last cave, was the longest – almost 27 feet in length. Regarding our Scriptures today, there were fragments found of every book of the Bible, aside from Esther. These included 19 individual copies of Isaiah, 25 copies of Deuteronomy and 30 copies of the Psalms. Copies of prophecies of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel that are not found in the canon of Scripture we hold today were also uncovered. Similarly, Psalms by King David and Joshua were found that are not recorded in our Bibles. Another unique discovery was made in Cave 3. A scroll was found, not made of animal skin or papyrus, but of copper (above). Originally, it was a sheet of metal, riveted together to form a scroll 8 feet long and 1 foot high. At first, it could not
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be unravelled, as the copper was completely oxidized. In 1956, a way was found to be able to examine the text on the scroll, under the direction of Professor Baker at the College of Technology in Manchester. The copper was hardened through a process of applying glue and baking it, then cut into strips with a miniature circular saw. What was found within this copper scroll was a description of hiding places of over 60 hoards of treasure – gold, silver, spices and other items of precious value – a treasure map! This treasure, according to the copper scroll’s inscriptions, was to be found all over the nearby areas and as far away as Mount Gerizim and Hebron (an area covering about 50 miles). In all, it amounted to 65 tons of silver and 26 tons of gold. The majority of hiding places were in Jerusalem. Here are some samples of how the directions were written: “…in the cistern which is below the rampart, on the east side, in a place hollowed out of rock: six hundred bars of silver...”; “… below the southern corner of the portico at Zadok’s tomb and underneath the pilaster in the exedras, a vessel of incense in pine wood and a vessel of incense in cassia wood…”. Of course, none of this gold or silver has ever actually been located, as the real directions are supposedly in another scroll this one describes, in another hiding place that has not yet been found. The greatest treasure in all of these archaeological findings is, as mentioned by Mr. G. Lankester Harding, worth far more than gold: the scrolls themselves. On average, dated at approximately 125 B.C. (many from 200 B.C. and earlier and into the 1st century A.D.), these scrolls are the oldest group of Old Testament manuscripts ever found. The Isaiah scroll is the greatest find of all, as up until this time the oldest copy of Isaiah was from around 900 A.D., meaning that from the time Isaiah wrote the words in his original scroll until the copy of the 900 A.D. scroll was a gap of about 1300-1400 years since the Bible



was complete. The Isaiah scroll takes over 1000 years away from that gap, being dated at approximately 150-175 B.C., meaning it was scribed within a few hundred years of the original scroll Isaiah himself wrote. This scroll, complete and containing the prophecies of Israel returning to the Land in the latter days, may have been duplicated from a first or second hand copy of the original scroll written by Isaiah. It is certainly not more than three or four copies away from the original. Why is this such a priceless fact regarding the dating of the Isaiah scroll? For many years, one of the greatest criticisms of the Holy Scriptures was one that can be illustrated by the game of “telephone”. This game is played by a group of people who sit in a circle with one person chosen to begin by thinking of a phrase. This is whispered in the ear of the second person and is then passed on to everyone sitting in the circle. The last person repeats what he heard aloud to those in the group. Usually, at least a portion of the first ones who heard the phrase will find this resulting phrase humorous, as the original message becomes confused along its way around the circle. A famous, if perhaps not entirely factual version of this type of activity reportedly happened during World War I, when a message was relayed down the trench line: “Send reinforcements, we’re going to advance!” This command became, “Send three and four pence, we’re going to a dance!” Critics of the Bible asserted, because the words of Scripture were re-copied so many times and because many were said to be oral traditions, that over time the records changed and became muddled. Now that we have a copy of a document from within a few hundred years of the original, that criticism is proven to be an assumptive fallacy. This would be akin to those of us living today saying that anything written



Codex Sinaiticus  
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before the French Revolution is uselessly garbled. Comparing the ancient document to a current Hebrew Bible, they are virtually identical – with a few minor differences, they are mostly the same, word for word. In conclusion, to us as Bible students, the discovery of these ancient Dead Sea Scrolls says many things about our faith. First, the miraculous timing of the event is unmistakeable to the eye of faith. It is a clear message to us that Yahweh is still at work in the nations and prophecy is still being fulfilled for us to witness in the latter days. “Surely Yahweh Elohim will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7). Yahweh has set up His people as an ensign to the world; they are His witnesses throughout the earth for what Yahweh is about to do: a fully restored Israel will form the nucleus of the Kingdom of God and the restored Throne of David will become the source of true salvation, peace and healing for all nations of the earth (Rev. 22:2). The Scriptures quoted in front of the United Nations in support of the Jews having a homeland in Israel—the first step toward their ultimate restoration—were heard by many throughout the nations: “Ye are my witnesses, saith Yahweh, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am Yahweh; and beside me there is no saviour” (Isaiah 43:10-11). What better sign of the coming Kingdom of God upon the earth could the Almighty have given this generation than the discovery of a 2,000 year old copy of Isaiah’s prophecy pointing to this very promise, all at the very same time that His people Israel, once again, were reckoned among the nations, restored to the land of promise to which all the Jews, the “whole house of Israel”, will ultimately be gathered? Further, that it should be quoted to the world via broadcast at the moment the book was dug up and read for the first time, by a Jew? Surely the Almighty’s Elohim have been working to make these events come to pass, just as they worked with the faithful of old. This confirms to us that their work is continuing and that the day of redemption will follow on in due time as more prophecy is fulfilled. Beyond the archaeological find coinciding with this incipient fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah regarding the return of Yahweh’s people to their Land, we find even more that vindicates our faith. The second point which we have already touched on, in putting the critics to silence, is that the unearthed copy written only a few hundred years after the original, is practically identical to the Scriptures we have today. The oldest dated Masoretic (Traditional Hebrew) text in existence before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls was the Ben Asher Codex of the Prophets in the Synagogue of the Karaites in Cairo, which dates back to approximately 900 A.D. There was also the Aleppo Codex which dated to about 930 A.D. Therefore, the time gap between the lives of those present today and Ben Asher is about 1,100 years and the time gap between Ben Asher and the authors of the Qumran Scrolls is about 1,000 years. In other words, these newly discovered



scrolls are twice as old as the previous oldest known copies of any Scripture in Hebrew. The Old Testament was also translated into Greek (the Septuagint). There are three main translations that remain: the Codex Vaticanus (Vatican Library) dated to about 350 A.D., the Codex Sinaiticus dated to about 400 A.D., and the Codex Alexandrinus dated to about 500 A.D. Fragments of some translations also exist, such as the Rylands Fragments of portions of chapters in Deuteronomy which date as early as 150 B.C. With all of these texts considered, we have no full texts of the Bible from before the fourth century A.D.; having full copies of Isaiah from 150 B.C. with the scrolls from Qumran, it is easy to see their significance. The import of this however is that, despite their age, they are almost identical with the Masoretic text we have today which most of our Bibles are translated from, such as the King James Version of 1611: a 2,000 year old manuscript, when the original, written by the prophet himself was only 600 years before that. This tells us volumes about the authenticity of the Holy Scriptures as we have them in our possession today. Third, and most importantly as we look forward to the next chapters of the angels’ work on the earth, is we can see prophecies contained in these texts coming to life around us as the world moves ever closer to the fulfillment of some of the most important events since the birth of the Messiah. We have yet to see the full power of the Beast of Revelation, although we can clearly see its growth in the world today through the European Union, calling for a new world order and a new global currency. We also see anti-Semitism rising, with the Jews being the brunt of condemnation after condemnation from the United Nations. Individuals and groups are nudging Israel into impossible political situations just looking for any scrap of error in order to justify their hatred of Yahweh’s chosen people. Israel’s national enemies are calling for her to be “wiped off the map” and “thrown into the sea”. The Bible student knows that these same nations are named in prophecies of the Scriptures as the ones who will soon join together and come against the mountains of Israel like a storm. Just as we have seen through the eye of faith the fulfillment of prophecy in this story, we must use this perspective while witnessing the events around us today and tomorrow. We must look with the same eye of faith for the fulfillment of the next prophecies, the build up to Armageddon, the nations roaring against Israel, and the return of the Messiah—the real vindication of our faith. It is not just a few strands of current events here and there that are woven together; the entire world is in the control of the Elohim moving forward the Almighty’s plan and purpose. Let us pick up our 2,600 year old copy of Isaiah and read it again; perhaps our hands will tremble with excitement as did Professor Sukenik’s when he read the same book from the old dusty pieces of leather.
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The Sixth Vial



To Armageddon and Beyond - Part III



The Frog Like Spirits Bro. Darrell Pye “For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry” (Hab. 2:3). Introduction “And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:13-14). Brother Thomas writes that a “sign of the nearness of the apocalypse of Christ is the existence of the Frog Power concurrently with the drying up of the Ottoman Dominion… In this remarkable testimony the powers symbolized by the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet, become the subject of a special political inspiration, under the working of which they speak. ‘Out of the fullness of the heart the mouth speaketh.’ They are full of that which when spoken to the kings of the earth and whole habitable, stir them up to war. Hence the emissions from the three mouths are styled, ‘three unclean spirits of demons,’ and they are said to be ‘like to frogs,’ because the things spoken by the mouths of the three powers are the evident result of the political influence of a fourth power, whose symbol is FROGS. Thus we have: (1) The croakings of the frogs, by which the dragon, beast, and the false prophet are inspired. (2) The Frog-inspired powers uttering belligerent counsels to other world rulers of the darkness in the heavenlies - the kings of Europe, Asia, and so forth. (3) The demons through whom the utterances find access to the kings. (4) The political wonders they accomplish, and which result finally in bringing them into personal collision with Yahweh’s Anointed King.” (The Christadelphian, Vol. XI, 1874, Pub. by Robert Roberts, pp. 541-542.) Historically speaking, the French symbolized their power



by Three Frogs, which can be traced as far back to Clovis, king of the Western Franks in the 5th century A.D. Clovis married a German princess who was Catholic. He embraced Catholicism on the battlefield around 496 A.D. and received the title “Eldest Son of the Church,” which has been handed down to subsequent kings of France. The shield of Clovis (bottom right, page 3) displayed three frogs and three lilies which identified the Burgundian family of his wife, who came from east central France. His English name Clovis is derived from the Latin and equates to Louis, the name favored by succeeding French kings. Although a German leader, he actually created France. Referring to the French Revolution covered in part one of this Watchman series, it was noted in Revelation 11:13 that there was a “great earthquake and the tenth part of the city fell.” This is the second “great” Apocalyptic earthquake (the first noted in Revelation 6:12 when Constantine came into power). This political and ecclesiastical shaking not only disrupted the “tenth part of the city,” being France, one of the ten toes of the image, but the body politic of Europe itself. It also “shook” a great portion of the world, and its aftershocks are still being felt today. History reveals that the seeds of the “unclean spirits like frogs” were sown during the period of the first five vials of the Apocalypse (chapter 16:1-11). Brother Thomas wrote: “Thus by the revolution began in February, 1848, the frogs were more fully developed, and assumed the position marked out for them in the prophecy of the Sixth Vial” (Eureka, Vol. 5, p. 211). The following quotes concerning Nationalism and Liberty were cited from Part I, but rekindle our thoughts regarding the great socio-political shakeup of the world, to last until the end of days begun by the French revolution. “…for the most formidable legacy of the French Revolution itself was the set of models and patterns of political upheaval which it established for the general use of rebels anywhere... But the political models created by the Revolution of 1789 served to give discontent a specific object, to turn unrest into revolution, and above all to link
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all Europe in a single movement – or perhaps it would be better to say current – of subversion” (The Age of Revolution, 1789-1848, Eric Hobsbawm, copyright 1962, First Vintage Books Ed., August 1996, p. 53, 112).



“Nationalism had been gradually developing in western civilization since the end of the Middle Ages. But by the French Revolution, it ‘was based on a conviction that peoples with a common language, having a common history and tradition, and possessing a common attitude toward life should be united into a single independent state. To such a state each member should show supreme loyalty’.” (Western Civilization Since 1500, By Walter Kirchner, Univ. of Delaware, 1963, Barnes & Noble, Inc. Ed., p. 142).



Nationalism has had a particular effect during the period of the Sixth Vial. This vial includes the revolutions of 1820, 1830, and 1848, which in turn led to greater convulsions and aftershocks which are even shaking the foundations of the modern world. “Liberty was generally coupled with nationalism in the nineteenth century. Liberty, with its emphasis upon individual freedom and rights in political and economic spheres alike, was championed by the middle class. Its main creed was embodied in the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen which was adopted on August 26, 1789, by France. ‘It stated that it was the right to do anything that did not harm others, limited only by others’ enjoyment of the same right. It also meant freedom from arbitrary power which by 1792 was being routinely identified as the power of any king” [comment: consider the Advent of Messiah] (The Oxford History of the French Revolution, by William Doyle, 2nd Ed., Oxford University Press, 2002, pp. 418-419). Napoleon Bonaparte’s defeat at Waterloo in 1815 enabled the Congress of Vienna to forge a nearly forty year peace in Europe. Brother Thomas, however, by 1850 was aware of the rearming of all European nations. Based upon his knowledge of the Word of the Prophets, he published an article in 1850 with three impressive prophetic projections, and as it turned out they were correct. As Brother Roberts wrote in his Thirteen Lectures on the Apocalypse, pp. 138139: “The mysterious policy of Napoleon III - preceded as it was by the coup d’etat - set a process of reciprocal arming into motion which no one could stop... This process was greatly accelerated by the wars into which Louis Napoleon from time to time dragged the nations of Europe. These wars were in the very order of the frog-like emanations of the symbol.” Development of the Dragon Power Preliminary to the Exhalations of the Frog Spirit The frog spirit of Revelation 16 is said to come out of the mouth of the dragon, the beast and the false prophet. These exhalations did not, however, all begin at once, but have been carefully orchestrated by the Spirit’s working behind the scenes in the kingdom of men over centuries of time. Beginning as long ago as 324 A.D., Constantine moved the capital of the Roman Empire from Rome to Byzantium which began the career of the dragon power in the east. Later this city was renamed Constantinople after its founder. The dragon was long a symbol of Roman might, but Constantinople became the new center of the dragon throne. From this locale, subsequent Roman Emperors Justinian and Phocas used the civil and military power of the Empire to assist the Papacy in its rise to power. Revelation 13:2 supports this by stating that “the dragon [military power of Constantinople] gave him [Papacy] his power, and his seat, and great authority.” The prophecy goes on to conclude that once the papacy was well established in the west that it “spake as a dragon” (13:11). We note that the Spirit states that he (the Papacy) “spake as a dragon” but was not itself the “dragon” because that mantle would ever belong to an eastern power. The dragon in its final development is simply the civil and miliVolume IX, Issue No. 3
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tary force of the Russian Gog that will at length overshadow all of the ancient eastern Roman dominion and will support the Pope and Rome in the west. Justinian’s decretal letter to the Pope (John II) was dated March, 533 A.D. In it there was both a solemn recognition of the Pope as Head of all the churches, and a formal subjugation even of the Eastern Churches to his rule (cp. Daniel 11:38). Brother Thomas used the years 529 533 A.D. and added the 1335 day-years of Daniel 11:12 to arrive at 1864 -1868. This was a significant period even though Christ did not return. For in 1870, the Pope actually lost his temporal power and was confined to the Vatican City, an enclave of one hundred acres. But his spiritual power was still intact. Pope Pius IX in 1854 had already proclaimed the Immaculate Conception of Mary on his own authority and without the cooperation of a council. Its favorable reception allowed the Pope to call the Vatican Council in 1870 for the express purpose of having himself declared infallible, which was successful. This decree stated that it is “divinely revealed that the Pope when he speaks ex Cathedra is possessed of infallibilty in defining of faith and morals, and that such definitions are irreformable” (cp. Daniel 7:8, 20, 25-26). In Revelation 13:5, both Justinian and Phocas were the dragon rulers who gave power unto the mouth, or Papal power in the west, to continue forty and two months. (Forty-two times thirty equals 1260 day-years on the prophetic scale.) This verse is compatible with Daniel 7:25 which states, “And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.” Doubtless, this was a prophecy that would encompass the future “croaking” of the “frog spirit”.



As spiritual watchman we might well expect a similar arrangement to develop in these last days wherein “Eastern Emperors” support the Western (Catholic) faith. And so we have the Russian rulers of the Dragon Power today (Russia), once champions of atheist dogma, now again dubbed “sons of the Church”. With some irony, political champions of both the eastern and western Roman superstitions have been long time enemies, then allies, and enemies again according to the political whims of their overlords, though belonging to one and the same universal superstition. This arrangement, however strange it may appear to us, is purposed by the Spirit to advance both parties by the energy of their pride and nationalistic arrogance into the correct alignment at the time of the end. This will be seen in a brief examination of evidence brought to light by Bro. Robert Roberts and others in the following pages regarding the frog spirit emanating from each of the mouths of the three separate parties: the dragon, the beast and the false prophet. The Frog Spirit From the Mouth of the Dragon 1854-1856 What is the “frog spirit” emanating from the dragon power? “First there was the Crimean War, which commenced with a declaration of war from Constantinople (the historical mouth of the dragon), inspired distinctly and directly by Louis Napoleon, as afterwards transpired in diplomatic documents” (Thirteen Lectures on The Apocalypse, Robert Roberts, p.139). The Crimean War of 1854 -1856, we believe, typifies some of the events which will occur at the end time which we will here briefly review.



The underlying cause of the war was the aggressive policy of the Russian Tsar Nicholas I toOut of the Mouth of the Dragon: Vladimir Putin made an historic visit to  ward the Ottoman Empire. The Turks were (and the Vatican in April of 2007, a sign of the dramatic change in the mind‐ still are) an obstacle to Russia’s goal of dominaset of the Russian Government — once staunch supporters of atheism — tion of southeastern Europe, especially the Balnow sympathetic toward the Church of Rome.   kans. Relations between the two were severely strained in 1853 when Russia declared a protectorate over Greek Christians in Turkish Territory. This demand involved most of the European powers in protracted diplomatic negotiations in which Great Britain and France, who became alarmed by the Russian threat to their positions in the near east, sided with Turkey. Most importantly, Russia’s main goal (supported by her Tsars such as Peter the Great and Catherine the Great) was to win control of the Dardanelles, their only access from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean. Even today this policy still stands. In 1453 A.D. Constantinople fell to the Ottoman Turks. The Sultan, however, tolerated the Eastern Catholic Church, which not only prospered but grew in followers and set about converting the inhabitants of the great Russian land mass. Volume IX, Issue No. 3



14



CHRISTADELPHIAN TRUTH GLEANER



The  “spirits  like  frogs”  at  work,  leading  the  nations  into  the  Crimean  War  of  1853  to  1856.  Napoleon  III  of  France ordered the ninety‐gun steam‐ powered  battleship  Charlemagne  to  sail  through  the  Dardenelles  to  pro‐ voke  the  Russians.  This  was  in  viola‐ tion of the London convention of 1841  which kept the Straits closed to naval  vessels. It was nothing less than gun‐ boat diplomacy by the French.



Napoleon III,          Emperor of France 



(The eastern church had actually been at work in Russia over the previous four centuries while Russia was ruled by the Mongolian Empire). Soon Russia emerged as the strongest of the orthodox faiths and successive Tsars figured themselves to be rightful protectors of the holy places of Palestine, and they took a dim view of the Latins’ pressure to control the holy sites, with French backing. According to Trevor Royle in his book, Crimea, the Great Crimean War 1854-1856, “Not only had Russian money maintained the shrines for many centuries while they were under control of the Ottoman Empire but countless thousands of Russians had been Palestine’s most devout pilgrims.” (The French pilgrims were rated much lower by the author.) However, Napoleon III wanted France to play a greater role in Palestine and to put an end to these deplorable and too frequent quarrels about the possession of the Holy Places. France’s ambassador, Marquis de Lavalette, insisted that the Turks honor the agreement made in 1740 which confirmed that France had “sovereign authority” in the Holy Land. Otherwise, the French ambassador hinted, force might have to be used. On February 9, 1852, Turkey agreed to the validity of the Latin claims but no sooner had the concession been made than



the Turks were forced to bow once more to Russian counterclaims. Nicholas I, Russian Tsar, based his claims on an agreement of 1757 which restored Greek rights in Palestine and on the Treaty of 1774 which gave Russia protection of the Christian religion within the Ottoman Empire. However, in the summer of 1852, much to Nicholas’ fury, Napoleon III ordered the ninety-gun steam-powered battleship Charlemagne to sail through the Dardenelles. This was in violation of the London convention of 1841 which kept the Straits closed to naval vessels. It was nothing less than gunboat diplomacy by the French, and it seemed to work. The Sultan again listened to French diplomacy and money. The Sultan then gave orders that the keys to the Church of the Nativity were to be surrendered to the Latins and the French-backed Catholic Church was to have supreme authority over the Holy Places of Palestine. On December 22, 1852, the keys to the great door of the Church of the Nativity in Jerusalem were handed over to the Latin Church together with the keys of the sacred manger in Bethlehem. A new silver star was brought from Jaffa to place on Jesus’ birthplace to be commemorative of this event. In February of 1853, Nicholas I responded by mobilizing two army corps, and by July 1853 the Russians invaded the principalities of Moldavia and Walachia (modern Rumania). In October of 1853 Turkey declared war on Russia. In 1854
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Above: “A  bibliographically  unknown  caricature  map  of  Europe  showing  the  political  situation  of  the  Crimean  War  (1853‐ 1856).  The Russian Bear, wearing the Imperial crown labeled ‘Despotism’ and branding a cat‐o‐nine‐tails whip strides eastward but  looks  westward  over  its  shoulder  toward  an  enslaved,  chained  Polish  maiden  on  her  knees.  The  region  labeled  ‘Engentliches  Russland’ (The Real Russia) is marked Verrath (Treason), Bigottery (Bigotry), etc. The toes of the Russian bear’s left foot take the form  of the Crimean peninsula where the French and English fleets gather to ‘clip the bear’s claws’. The Treaty of Paris, March 1856 con‐ cluded the Crimean War and forbade Russia to maintain a fleet in the Black Sea.”  (From BibliOdyssey)   From the above map we also note how that Turkey is cast in the shape of a bird (turkey) that is pecking at the heals of the Russian  bear and, meanwhile, holding with its talon a vial of tonic (think 6th vial), pouring out upon the great Ottoman land mass, yet unable  to be cured of its maladies that are hastening its shrinking empire. The sup‐ posed “freedom loving” French, draped in red, white and blue, are, true to  their history, depicted as a chicken unwilling to face the imminent danger,  to  which  the  emaciated  Italian  peninsula  ironically  looks  for  support  (as  they  have  since  the  time  of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne).  The  British  lion,  on  the other hand, stands dutifully as a sentinel on guard at all times. The Aus‐ trio‐Hungarians are depicted as the two‐headed Roman eagle, still looking  to the glory days of the Holy Roman Empire. It is these very same political  and military exhalations upon the same powers by the “spirits like frogs” at  the time of the end that meets with the same result: All nations gathered  together to battle (Rev. 16:14).  Left: The silver star placed by the French Catholics in the Church of the  Nativity in Bethlehem. The dispute over this and other “holy places” is re‐ garded as the spark in the tinder box that ignited the Crimean war.  Volume IX, Issue No. 3
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France, England and Turkey made a formal alliance against Russia. In 1855, Sardinia joined the war, and Prussia and Austria also joined against Russia, and in September the Russian fortress of Sevastopol fell. Forced out of Rumania and blocked in an attempt to carve up the “Sick man of Europe,” Russia sued for peace, and hostilities ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1856 after the loss of over a million lives. Such are the workings of the frog spirit! The treaty provided for the neutralization of the Black Sea (no forts or naval depots), the closing of the Straits to foreign warships, and stated that no power had the right to interfere on behalf of the Sultan’s Christian subjects, permitting Turkey to maintain its sovereignty. Having lost the war, Russia’s interests (for the time being) turned toward what became known as Pan-Slavism. This movement championed Russia as the protector of its “little brother Slavs” with the duty of freeing them from the rule of the Turks, and ended by encouraging revolt in the Balkans with latter-day import. Some historians have even written, “If the Crimean War had not been fought would this European catastrophe, World War I, have been avoided?” (Essential Histories, The Crimean War, John Sweetman, 2001, Osprey Publishing Limited, p.16).



The Frog Spirit From the Mouth of the Beast, 1859 Brother Thomas predicted this second exhibition of the frog-like spirit in 1850. Brother Robert Roberts wrote that, “From Vienna came the declaration of war by the emperor of Austria, in 1859, against Sardinia (backed by France) - a declaration which a study of the events of the time, will show you as distinctly traceable to the operation of French policy on the Austrian government as in the case of the Constantinopolitan declaration” (Thirteen Lectures, p.139). A review of these “meddlings” of the French Republic upon continental Europe follows. In 1858, the French emperor (Napoleon III) held a secret meeting with Camillo Cavour, the prime minister of Sardinia. It was agreed that if Cavour could trick Austria into war, France would come to Sardinia’s assistance and help eject Austria from the Italian provinces of Lombardy and Venetia, and also deprive the Pope of Austria's support. Sardinia would then rule over all of Northern Italy. In return, France would receive from Sardinia two provinces - Nice and Savoy - which had been part of France during the Napoleonic period. Cavour did trick Austria into war and two bloody battles at Magenta and Solferino, and the Austrian troops were driven out of Lombardy by Sardinian and French soldiers. Italians acclaimed Napoleon III as their liberator. But before the allied armies could invade Austrian-held Venetia, the French leader made a separate peace with Austria without consulting Cavour. Napoleon realized that he had started a movement destined to unite all of Italy thereby creating a strong rival on the



borders of France. He also suspected that Cavour had designs against the Papal States, a policy which would alienate French Catholics. Cavour was furious, but in 1859 he agreed to a peace settlement with Austria by which Lombardy was added to Sardinia. The exiled rulers of Parma, Modena, Tuscany and Romagna were restored, and an Italian confederation was created in which Austria, as ruler of Venetia, was included. Tuscany, Modena, and Parma then voted to join Sardinia. The French were satisfied when Nice and Savoy were ceded to France. From The Mouth of the False Prophet The third exhibition of the frog-like spirit which Brother Thomas likewise foresaw in 1850 was the Papal War of 1867. Brother Roberts wrote that “the Pope, energized by the French, who sent troops to his aid, made war upon the revolutionists. This also was a frog-like emanation from the mouth of the false prophet. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of the sixth vial” (Thirteen Lectures on the Apocalypse, p. 139 — see further explanation below). On March 17, 1861, the Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed by the first Italian parliament, and Victor Emmanuel was named its first king. This did not suit those who still held on to the spirit of nationalism from the French Revolution and who viewed all kings as vile despots (something that the French kept forgetting). Thus, a revolutionary supporter, Garibaldi, an enemy of the French who were garrisoned in Rome, made an attack upon the city to overturn the fledgling Italian Kingdom and defeated the Pope’s mercenaries. In retaliation, the French sent a strong force to protect the Pope, and the revolutionists were defeated on August 29, 1862. However, as designed by providence, the French then controlled the temporal power of Rome and the Pope was reduced to the sole office of Spiritual Head of the Babylonian Church in 1870. The French finally withdrew from Rome on August 19, 1870, due to the FrancoGerman War in 1870 - 1871, and on October 2, 1870, Rome was annexed to Italy and became the Capital. However, the Pope will temporarily regain his lost temporal power during the first ten years or more of the Seventh Vial period (which we will cover at a later date, LORD willing). Why did Brother Roberts write that these three wars of 1853, 1859, and 1867, “fulfilled the prophecy of the sixth vial?” It was because the events of the time convinced both him and Brother Thomas that Christ’s return would occur sometime between 1864 and 1868. In Elpis Israel pages 370 374, Brother Thomas covers some significant dates which he believed pointed to that time period. Although Christ did not return then (as he has not for many other anticipated dates since), the plan of Yahweh moves forward according to the “set time” that He alone has determined. Let us be clear, however, that the earnest expectation that these brethren had for our Lord’s return within their lifetime presents no blemish upon their record of service. Much to the rather, it presents to
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settlement to end the war was held in a railroad car just outside of Paris at Versailles. Twenty seven nations were present, but Germany was excluded. To add insult to injury, it was held on the anniversary of the birth of the German Empire on January 18, 1919. Premier Clemenceau of France wanted assurance that Germany would not march again into France, yet he helped create the settlement of bitterness which led to that very thing. From the first, Germans dreamed of overturning the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler served in World War I and was even affected by poison gas. When he learned of the treaty, it is recorded that he broke down and wept. He did not believe in helping to make minor changes to the Treaty, but planned to destroy the European system entirely. He was a racist who believed that the Aryans were best typified by the Germans and on the other side were the Jews, whom he called degenerate corrupters of the social order. In the years of prepaThe Treaty of Versailles, ending the 1st World War, established the  ration for the war, Hitler managed German diploframework  to  begin  the  2nd  —  thanks  to  the  French.  From  left,  UK  macy with great skill despite the Third Reich’s miliPrime  Minister  Lloyd  George,  Italian  Prime  Minister  Orlando,  French  tary and political weakness. Prime Minister Clemenceau, and U.S. President Wilson.   “The Versailles Treaty stands condemned as one of the worst, most shortsighted agreements in history - a tragic us a vivid example of brethren who were living the Truth to the fullest of their capacity. For those who have availed them- failure that had precisely the opposite effect from what was selves of the pioneer works of the Truth, it will be seen that in intended. Why? Because the French intentionally derailed and their closeness to the Word they could feel and anticipate the subverted it. From this perspective, the Second World War very presence of Yahweh, soon to be manifest in the appear- was as much the product of French intransigence [refusing to ance of His Son. As such our Lord could say to John nearly come to terms] and vengefulness as it was the result of Hitler’s 2,000 years past, “Behold, I come quickly, and my reward is lust for domination” (Our Oldest Enemy, John J. Miller and Mark Molewith me, to give to every man according as his works shall sky, Pub. by Doubleday, 2004, p. 150). be.” May we likewise be as vigilant in our service to Yahweh On page 95 of the aforementioned book, we read, that we may joyfully anticipate the Lord’s return! If we are “Millions of the French continue to bask in the glow of Napoindeed walking in the light, then we will be living each day as leon’s memory.” Indeed, their belief in French cultural and if the last, whether the Lord returns within our brief life span political superiority is based upon his wars which cost Europe or not. And let no one ever look back upon our day, should at least six million lives. time go on for years that we might not anticipate, and declare Further examples from World War II and later are indicawith a critical eye that we “were wrong” for thinking so. tions of the vacillating role that the French have played in international affairs: “American troops landing in North Africa From 1870 to the 20th Century — in 1942 encountered stiff resistance from the soldiers of Vichy The Source of the Frog-Like Spirits: France France. The GI’s literally had to fight their way through the Ever since the beginning of the French Revolution in French to get to the Nazi’s. Hundreds of Americans were 1789, the frog-like spirits have been active. The revolutions in killed by Vichy French troops who supported the Nazi’s…”. Europe of 1820, 1830, and 1848 were a direct result thereof, as “More than 60,000 Americans who gave their lives in two well as the Papal War in 1867. Forty-seven years from this World Wars lie buried in French soil. Yet it was not long after date brings us to the start of the First World War (1914). The the Second World War had ended that many in France forgot Crimean War had already ably prepared men to find better this sacrifice. Anti-Americanism metastasized as a whole genways to destroy one another, but this would pale in compari- eration of French intellectuals embraced the West’s totalitarian son with the deaths in World War I equaling 11,000,000, and enemy, the Soviet Union... During the Cold War, French mislater World War II numbering 55,000,000 to 59,000,000. rule in its Southeast Asian colonies made Ho Chi Minh’s One of the most glaring examples of the frog-like spirit Communist movement possible and set the stage for an Ameriproceeding from the Frog’s mouth and acting upon a fellow- can debacle. Indeed, if the French had followed the advice of beast nation was in 1919 after World War I had ended. The Franklin Roosevelt and granted Vietnam its independence afVolume IX, Issue No. 3
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ter World War II, the Vietnam War might not have been necessary and today Vietnam might be a prospering democracy like South Korea” (Our Oldest Enemy, John J. Miller and Mark Molesky, Pub. Doubleday, 2004, p. 9).



Brother Thomas wrote, “When you see the Euphratean power drying up and the Frog Power in contemporary activity exciting the powers to a policy of a belligerent tendency, then know that the resurrection of the saints and the coming of the Lord is at hand.” He also noted, “We see the sign, and therefore, we speak that of which we are assured” (The Christadelphian, Vol. 11, 1874, pub. by Robert Roberts, p. 543). He also wrote, “the Frogs in the prophecy are the symbol of the French democratic power” (Elpis Israel, Logos Ed., p. 393).



historian Paul Johnson told me, the ‘sheer malignity of France is one of the mysteries of history.’ Any perceived threat to French culture or identity is met with outrage bordering on hysteria. It’s what Johnson called France’s ‘cultural racism’ ... “In the unending U.N. Security Council debate about authorizing military action against Saddam Hussein, France was the leader of the opposition. An ally might have sat aside and refused to support America. But France chose to side with its client, Saddam Hussein, and did everything it could to stop the U.N. from acting to enforce it own resolutions...



“French actions were so serious they could only be Simply put, the diplomatic activity of the French enacting those of an enemy, not an errant ally. On March 28, 2003, upon the dragon, beast, and false prophet, will be the means ten days after Operation Iraqi Freedom began and Ameriwhereby the above-mentioned and their armies will be cans were fighting and dying in Iraq, France’s foreign “gathered to the battle of that great day of God Alminister, Dominique de Villepin, was caught by reporters mighty” (Revelation 16:14). Many “isms” such as socialism, liberalism and communism have been named as The Roland anti-aircraft missile manifestations of the frog-like spirits, but our brethren of system was one of many Frenchthe 19th century correctly projected from Scripture that manufactured weapons sold to SadFrench diplomatic activity (behind-the-scenes meddling) dam Hussein in violation of U.N. sancwould be the provoking influence of the sixth vial period. tions forbidding the sale of weapons or munitions to Iraq.



The Frog-Spirit at Work in Modern Day France The Shakespearean saying that “all the world’s a stage” certainly applies to the French Republic. We have already considered a vast array of past French diplomatic activities gone awry. Let us now consider some current day examples as revealed by the following book entitled, Inside the Asylum (by Jed Babbin, Regnery Publishing, Inc., pp.109-113).



“The principal weakness of the EU is that its biggest members — France and Germany — have decided it should be run as a Franco-German alliance, and that other nations can join it only in a subordinate role. France and Germany make the rules, follow those they choose to, and ignore the rest. About 50 percent of the EU’s budget is spent on agricultural subsidies that are - for the most part - paid to French farmers. As Heritage Foundation expert Dr. John Hulsman put it, the agricultural subsidy is ‘really a sop from Germany to pay French farmers to sit around, play boule, and do nothing …’ “Much of what France does is simply comical. Its insufferable affectations, its diplomatic arrogance, its government action to prevent English words from becoming part of the French language, are all part of its desperate efforts to protect the nationalistic ego that William F. Buckley Jr. once declared France’s greatest vulnerability. France’s political culture is made up of equal parts conceit and greed. As British



Pentagon  restrictions  for  U.S.A.F.  involvement  in  the  2003  Paris  Air  Show  came  after  U.S.  Army  and  Australian  special  forces  teams  discovered  advanced  versions  of  a  French‐made  surface‐to‐air  missile  system  in  Iraq.  U.S.  Air  Force  officials  are  certain  that  Iraqi  French‐made  Roland  missiles  downed  at  least  one  A‐10  "Warthog"  attack  jet  and  may  have  killed  two  USAF  pilots in an F‐15E Strike Eagle.  Australian  special  forces  teams  working  in  Iraq’s  western  desert  uncovered  51  Iraqi  MiG  fighters  hidden  near  an  aban‐ doned airfield. The Aussie soldiers also discovered a cache of Ro‐ land 2 missiles and a launcher near the hidden MiG jets.  In  addition,  U.S.  airborne  troops  from  the  101st  division  stumbled onto a French‐made Roland 3 missile system, complete  with  radar,  computer  and  fire  control  electronics.  The  French  army  first  deployed  the  Roland  3  advanced  missile  in  1995.  The  Roland  3  unit  supplied  to  Iraq  would  be  a  clear  violation  of  the  U.N. arms embargo placed on Iraq after the first Gulf War. 
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in London after giving a speech. As the Daily Telegraph reported it, when asked, ‘Who do you want to win the war?’ de Villepin replied: ‘I’m not going to answer. You have not been listening carefully to what I said before. You already have the answer.’ ...



“France lit up the Eiffel  Tower in red to   celebrate a visit by   Chinese premier Hu  Jintao…”     “France has neither  winter nor summer  nor morals.” 



“As an experienced diplomat whose principal duty is to persuade the world to accept French policy and opinion, de Villepin spoke for the French government. As offensive and outrageous as his remark was, at least his reaction was honest. France wanted us to lose the Iraq War, and it did everything in its power to ensure that we did ... “France was working against us even before the Iraq campaign. At that time still regarded as an American ally, it was receiving part of the intelligence information we gathered about Iraq, and passing this information right along to the Iraqis. As retired Air Force lieutenant general Thomas McInerney (now a senior military analyst for FOX News Channel) told me, ‘We know that the French government was passing along the intelligence information we shared with them to our enemies. They did this during the bombing campaigns in Kosovo and Belgrade, when they passed information to Milosevic. They passed intelligence information we gave them about Iraq straight through to Saddam Hussein. That’s not the act of an ally. That’s the act of an enemy.’ “France has chosen to be our enemies’ spy, and their arms merchant ... “According to General McInerney, ‘We’re now finding, among all the weapons Saddam’s regime stockpiled in Iraq, many French weapons and other materials that France was apparently selling to the Iraqis in violation of the U.N. arms embargo. Included among them are Roland missiles, which are formidable weapons against aircraft and other targets…’ “What France does to oppose us militarily is matched perfectly to French actions that oppose us by intervening economically to help our enemies. France was the largest lender and contributor of funds to the regime of Saddam Hussein. And if you follow French money, you will find it in the hands of virtually every enemy America has and has had in the last four decades ... “France is the number one lender to Cuba, Iran, Somalia, Sudan, and Vietnam. French banks have lent about $2.5 billion to Iran alone. U.S. banks are legally prohibited from lending money or investing in terrorist nations; French banks are not, and they seem to be everywhere American banks aren’t. The Communists used to say that capitalists would sell them the rope to hang them. France has a lot of rope to sell, and it would be pleased to see America dangling from it ... “France’s perpetuation of a Vichy foreign policy that



cooperates with terrorists and dictators can be seen in its newest object of desire: Communist China, the fastestgrowing major economy in the world. In January 2004, France lit up the Eiffel Tower in red to celebrate a visit by Chinese premier Hu Jintao. At the same time, France asked the EU to lift the ban on arms sales to China established after the Tiananmen Square massacre in 1989... The French will sell China anything it wants. And it wants a lot - to threaten Taiwan and extend its hegemony all over the Pacific ... “Mark Twain once said, ‘France has neither winter nor summer nor morals’... “The EU has become France’s tool in foreign policy... Although France and Germany use the EU as a tool of their own policy, they don’t feel bound to its rules. The EU intends to combine its members’ economies by making the euro its universal currency and coordinating the members’ government spending and taxation rates. Germany insisted on - and won - limits on member states’ deficits to 3 percent of their annual budgets. But Germany has violated its own rule, and so has France. In 2003, French debt exceeded the 3 percent GDP cap for the third year in a row. In fact, France and Germany are among the greatest government profligates. France’s government out-
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lays total more than 50 percent of its GDP. Because France and Germany were susceptible to fines for breaking the debt cap, they bullied the EU into granting them an exemption in November, 2003.” Next, we will quote from a book entitled Tower of Babble, (by Dore Gold, Israel's Ambassador to UN, 1997-1999, Published by Crown Forum, N.Y. , 2004, pp. 18-19).



“For decades the U.N. has abandoned its normal ambivalence in global conflicts to come down against Israel. In 1975, the Soviet Union rallied the Afro-Asian bloc to support the infamous “Zionism is Racism” resolution (Resolution 3379), attacking the very legitimacy of the only national movement that had been recognized by both the League of Nations and the United Nations. The resolution was revoked at the end of the Cold War, but it epitomized how the U.N. singled out Israel but ignored the massive human rights violation of its accusers. The U.N. did not see fit even to comment about human rights abuses in China or Syria, for instance, but over a thirty-five year period, the U.N. Human Rights Commission devoted almost 30 percent of its resolutions to Israel. An Israeli official once quipped, ‘The U.N. was devoting most of its time by going after Israel for jaywalking, while ignoring others who were engaging in murder’.” Last on this subject of the frog spirit in modern day France, we will quote from a book entitled Our Oldest Enemy (by John J. Miller and Mark Molesky, Pub. Doubleday, 2004, pp. 258, 220).



“Meanwhile, the French government has failed to grapple with a rising tide of Anti-Semitism that is a direct product of the country’s new demography. In 2002, arsonists destroyed the main synagogue in Marseilles. Jewish schools have suffered similar fates. The leading rabbi in Paris advised Jewish boys to wear hats over their yarmulkes so as not to draw attention to their Jewish identities. Although the curse of Anti-Semitism is by no means confined to France, the French appear to suffer from it more than the rest of Europe. In the twenty-first century, the challenge for the French will be to overcome the burden before it becomes more deeply rooted in their national culture. Given their historic levels of anti-Semitic sentiment, however, it is not clear whether they have the will to do so...



domineering.’ The strength of Israel and the United States, de Gaulle argued, was upsetting the delicate balance of power in the region. When the Soviets voted in the United Nations to condemn Israel’s preemptive actions against its hostile neighbors, France supported them.” Latter Day Development of the Dragon Power, and the Thief-Like Advent upon the Dragon, the Beast and the False Prophet Revelation 16:15 states, “Behold I come as a thief.” Cyrus’ advent upon ancient Babylon with his “10,000 Immortals” [his highly trained soldiers, thought to be invincible in the ancient world] typifies that of Jesus Christ and his saints. Upon whom does our Lord come as a thief? Not upon his true body, but upon the dragon, the beast and the false prophet. As Cyrus came upon ancient Babylon via the dried up Euphrates, so will Christ come upon the Dragon Power whose water (or power) has evaporated to the extent that the way of Israel has been opened. When one hears peace and safety cries emanating from the dragon, the beast and false prophet, be assured that these signs are sure signs of our Lord’s imminent return. In Daniel chapter 4, verses 15 and 23, we see that the Babylonian tree which was cut down remained alive as its roots were banded with brass (Grecian) and iron (Roman). Symbolically speaking, the religious doctrines and influence of Babylon remained alive and eventually would blossom forth in the form of apostate Christendom. Revelation 5 describes the new growth as Babylon the Great, also known presently as Grecian and Roman Catholicism, symbolized as the “vine of the earth” in Revelation 14:18-19. The importance of



“... during the Six Day War (in 1967), France stabbed its democratic ally Israel in the back by supporting the Arab dictatorships. De Gaulle calculated that French national interests no longer lay with its former partner from the Suez Crisis, which he now called ‘a martial state determined to expand,’ but with Israel’s more numerous (and oil-rich) enemies. The French president even stooped to utter anti-Semitic canards: The Jews, he said, are ‘an elite people, sure of itself and Volume IX, Issue No. 3
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The Rise of Russia, John Meyendorff, Cambridge University Press, 1981, pp. 9-10).



“The Byzantine Empire made great contributions to civilization: Greek language and learning were preserved for posterity, the Roman Imperial System was continued and Roman law codified; the Greek Orthodox (Catholic) church converted the Slavic peoples… By the time the empire collapsed in 1453, its religious mission and political concepts had borne fruit among the Slavic peoples of eastern Europe and especially among the Russians. The latter were to lay claim to the Byzantine traditions and to dub Moscow the ‘Third Rome’.” (Civilization Past and Present, Wellbank-Taylor-Bailkey, Pub. by Scott, Foreman and Company, 1971, pp. 140-141).



these two verses in Daniel 4 is magnified by the restatement of the band of the iron and brass on the Babylonian roots in the same chapter. And in verse 23, we see that the iron and brass will remain banded “till seven times pass over him [Nebuchadnezzar]”. Therefore the “times of the Gentiles” will continue for a period of 2,520 years until the Roman Iron and Grecian Brass combine in order to lead “the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty” (Revelation 16:14). [As an aside we must ask, where does the supposed “Arabs round about” theory fit within Daniel’s vision of chapter 4 or chapter 2, or even chapter 7? Unless one is willing to take the Arab theory to its logical conclusion (as some have) and accept the erroneous belief that Israel is the “little horn” of Daniel 7:8 speaking blasphemies amidst the supposed Arab horns/toes (which then requires that Israel be identified with the ten-horned beast and harlot of the Apocalypse), then this theory, ever popular as it may be, but which cannot fit within these touchstone prophecies of the latter days, should be discarded.]



“Russia owes her religion and the greater part of her medieval culture to the Byzantine Empire, both directly through her connections with Constantinople in the ninth and tenth centuries and indirectly through the Slavo-Byzantine schools of the tenth century Bulgaria… Byzantium brought Russia five gifts: her religion, her law, her view of the world, her art and writing” (Russia’s Byzantine Heritage, Dmitri Obolensky, pp.43-44). Hold Fast, Brethren, Despite the Errors Gaining Ground



Does Russia possess the brass and iron credentials necessary for consideration as the Eastern Dragon power of Daniel’s Fourth Beast? What about historical evidence? The Eastern Roman or Byzantine Empire was founded by Constantine as we have seen. Significantly, he was of Slavic origin, his birthplace being in the former Yugoslavia (Dalmatia or Illyricum). Justinian himself was believed to be of Slavic descent!



Witnessing against the spiritual apostasy based in Rome or the supporting dragon-power (Gog) is damaged or weakened by new interpretations which are gaining ground within the Christadelphian body. While agreement with one facet of these new interpretations may not seem to be so out of step, one small opening now (such as the most recent “seven apocalyptic thunders = seven Israeli wars” theory promoted in the Prophecy Letter) will lead to more significant changes in prophetic understanding in the future. Despite these trends we must stand our ground in the face of those who would rob us of our Christadelphian heritage. It is not a pleasant nor an easy task but one that is necessary if the Truth is to be preserved. Some wish to skirt this responsibility by declaring that prophecy cannot be deemed fundamental nor have any part in the development of our fellowship practices. Such as these have much to explain since all that envelops the Hope of Israel is in fact a prophecy of the greatest proportion.



“Since the adoption of Christianity as the state religion of the Kievan principality (988), the influence of Byzantine civilization upon Russia became the determining factor of Russian civilization. The very extent and character of that influence should be understood in the light of the three main elements whose combination determined the life of Byzantine society: the Roman political tradition, the Greek literary heritage, and the orthodox Christian faith. ‘Without all three the Byzantine way of life would have been inconceivable,’ writes G. Ostrogorsky” (Byzantium and



There is a warning in Revelation 22:19 that is worth repeating in this section of our study: “if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of Life.” This warning has application to the Book of Daniel as well. Any new interpretation which takes away from the indictment against the Catholic apostasy (as does a Muslim view of Daniel 2, 7, 8, and 11 or any part of the Apocalypse) is on shaky ground. For the Muslim has never, and does not now, possess the catholic faith, civilization, or sympathy for Roman superstition as re-
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quired by Israel’s latter day adversary – i.e., the brass and iron credentials. Russia and her European client states (Magog and Gomer) have, and do so now, possess such credentials and are presently using them to advance their designs upon the Middle East. Harboring errant interpretations of prophecy also adds fuel to those who are seeking to discredit historical Christadelphian understanding. Only Truth can foster true harmony in the ec-



clesias of God, and not only is it our duty and privilege to make ourselves acquainted with the Prophetic Word, but we must defend it as well. The prophet Daniel’s words in chapter 12:10 highlight the extreme importance of a correct understanding: “Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.” In conclusion, the frog-like spirits born out of the French Revolution, and continuing to be manifested via behind the scenes French diplomacy as well as through outward and far reaching policies of the EU and U.N., are still fast at work in stirring up the croaking spirit of nationalism and pouring out of exhalations (speaking great things) against the Most High as well as against Truth in general and against the nation of Israel specifically. Brother Thomas writes:



The “Brass and Iron Credentials” required of Daniel’s prophecy of  chapter 4 have been displayed upon the Coat of Arms of Russia since  the  15th  century.  1.  In  Byzantine  heraldry  the  double‐headed  eagle,  adopted  by  Russia,  represents  the  dual  sovereignty  of  the  Emperor  over  all  matters,  secular  and  religious,  and/or  dominance  of  the  eastern  Emperors  over  both  East  and  West.  Such  a  position  is  claimed by Russia—to be lord over all territories possessed of the Gre‐ cian and Roman Empires, including all of Europe, Asia Minor, the Le‐ vant, and Egypt. 2. The Eagle is particularly a Roman insignia of the  iron  empire  dating  to  the  earliest  records  of  the  Roman  Legions.  3.  The Roman Eagle holds the scepter of political power in its right talon  and the orb of Charlemagne in its left as being protector and posses‐ sor of the Greek and Roman Superstition (iron and brass). 4. The Rus‐ sian  Patron  Saint  George  (center  shield)  is  depicted  as  the  dragon  slayer  amidst  the  orbit  of  all  the  churches  of  orthodox  Christendom,  the Apocalyptic vine of the earth sprung up from the Babylonian roots  that pervades the Kingdom of men.  Volume IX, Issue No. 3



“He [Yahweh] has declared that there shall be signs in the heavens; in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; for the powers of the heavens shall be shaken; and that afterwards they shall see the Son of Man coming in the cloud (of warriors) with power and great glory. We are told that this manifestation of judgment shall be in ‘The Time Of The End,’ and that they are blessed who watch the signs and are prepared for the apocalypse; for ‘Behold,’ saith the Lord, ‘as a thief I come’! But how can a man watch the signs unless he know them? And how can he know them if the sure word of prophecy have no place in his understanding? It is impossible. Therefore, the apostle Peter exhorts us, saying, ‘Ye do well that ye take heed to the sure word of prophecy, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until THE DAY dawn, and DAY STAR arise in your hearts.’ And the reason is this, that Yahweh has therein informed us of certain things that are to exist in the time of the end; and which when in being, are the signs that the great consummation we have been contemplating is at hand. The word of prophecy is light. It is the light God has given us to see by, and which He expects us to use, when He exhorts us to watch. It is the oil He has furnished us with which to trim our lamps. He that is ignorant of the prophetic word has no oil in his vessel, and his light has gone out. Dress your lamps, then, beloved friends, that when the shout of the archangel echoes through the world, ye may not be taken unawares” (The Christadelphian, Vol. 11, 1874, Pub. by Robert Roberts, p. 490).



Series to be continued, LORD willing.
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Conscientious Objection and These Times By Bro. Don Northey Introduction A conscientious objector is a person who refuses to serve in the armed forces or to bear arms on moral or religious grounds. In actuality, this position is an integral part of a body of interwoven Biblical teachings which must be understood in its entirety before our historical stand on war is appreciated. Technically, conscientious objection is a lifestyle of critical evaluation and decision making through the lens of scripture, especially the teachings of Jesus Christ. Jesus established the principles for using armed force for his dispensation, when standing before Pontius Pilate during his civil trial. “My kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now is my kingdom not from here” (John 18:36). World is kosmos and is rendered “worldly affairs, the aggregate of things earthly, endowments, riches, advantages, pleasures” which stir desires and are obstacles to Christ which have accumulated over the past 2,000 years.



Bronze Coin of Pontius Pilate



Jesus’ words do not rule out armed resistance by his servants in total, as in the term pacifism, but rather imply that his servants are to abstain from armed force for only a duration of time, or until he returns to re-establish the Kingdom of God. In light of the definition for world, this will require force. Pacifism is a term derived from the Latin word for “peace making” and has been applied to a spectrum of positions since the First Century. Although this umbrella term covers all theories of non violence, Christadelphians have long understood that we are conscientious objectors, a position church historians refer to as “interim-ethic believers.” Interim-ethic believers fall into a narrow and specific class, specifically those who believe and understand that scripture clearly teaches that Jesus commanded us to be nonviolent for a set period of time. In the meantime, we may only wield the sword of the spirit-word, and we are expected to use it. Historical Israel It is necessary for Yahweh’s servants to understand the historic conditions of Israel’s use of force. This will help us to appreciate the position we embrace and the “objections we have by conscience” to many arenas in this age. Early in the wilderness trek, Israel was attacked by Amalek and was sanctioned by Yahweh to go out and fight against him. “Then came Amalek and fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said unto Joshua, choose us out men and go out and fight with Amalek” (Exod. 17:8). It was necessary for the hands of Moses to be held up by Aaron and Hur from morning until evening that Israel might prevail in battle. “And Moses discomfited [wasted] Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.” Furthermore, Yahweh’s hatred of the Amalekites prompted Him to instruct Moses in verse 14: “And the LORD said unto Moses, write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Volume IX, Issue No. 3
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Joshua; for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.” Thus an age long conflict was alluded to that would end in the extermination of Amalek. It is no coincidence that the Jew hater Haman of Esther’s day was an Agagite or a descendant of Amalek. Agag in the Septuagint has been rendered as Gog. Amalek is a representative of organized sin in the flesh. His hosts would attack Israel from the rear, picking off the weak and struggling, where sin is always the most devastating. This in turn takes us to the end game when “my servants will fight” and where the end-all “head wound” to the seed of the serpent will ultimately be delivered by Christ. In Numbers 31, Yahweh spoke to Moses and ordered him to select 12,000 armed men from every tribe to “avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites… And they warred against the Midianites, as the LORD commanded Moses, and they slew all the males... And they burned all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their encampments with fire” (vs. 7 and 10). Fire is used in scripture in three main arenas and its use is often defined by context: in matters of judgment, in the need for purification, and in God manifestation. Often a given circumstance incorporates all three. In the case of the Midianites, Moses was commanded to take extreme and harsh measures. Bible commentaries have said that because of the gross immorality practiced by the various Canaanite cults in their socalled “religious rites,” that the most virulent diseases (plagues) were a constant scourge among them. When historical Israel went to war, it was a sanctioned event that had the total commitment of the entire nation including the priests. Consider Deuteronomy 20. “When thou goest out to battle against thine enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, and people more than thou, be not afraid of them; for the LORD thy God is with thee, who brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And it shall be, when you are come near unto the battle, that the priest shall approach and speak unto the people, And shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against your enemies; let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of them. For the LORD your God [Yahweh your Elohim] is He who goeth with you to fight for you against your enemies, to save you” (vs. 1-4). This was holy warfare in the purest sense of the term. Yahweh was working through His designated leaders and coordinating the priests to prepare and encourage the soldiers, who against great odds and battle arrays could expect victory. Thus the war policy for Israel was laid down by Yahweh to be followed to the letter. The enemies of Israel were divided into two classes: first, those living within and among the Israelites including the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. Numbers 20:16 states: “But of these people which the LORD thy God doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth.” These were wars of extermination! Because of their gross immorality and disease spreading prom-



iscuity and inherent hostility towards the Hebrews, it was a grave danger to allow them any foothold in Israel at all. Do we not see a similar situation in the State of Israel today with their policy of toleration and placation of rogue enemies? In Gaza, second and third generation teens who have been weaned on “hate Israel” propaganda are rabid in their hatred and zeal to drive Israel into the sea; they are beyond reformation. In various regions of the world, including Africa, Aids is out of control killing tens of thousands of people. And among Spiritual Israel, is there not a need to separate ourselves from the spiritually disease ridden social, cultural and political structure of the world around us? For this reason Yahweh will send His “fire” among the nations in the person of His Son and the multitudinous Christ to cleanse the earth of all its impurities. Thus, fire is both a purifier and an element of divine judgment. Second Peter 3:10 reminds us that “the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are in it, shall be burned up.” Armageddon starts a new dispensation with purging and cleansing and God manifestation. Like the Flood, there will be no carry-over of sinful masses who are beyond rehabilitation. The second category of antagonists were those nations located outside the nation of Israel. They were first given an option to sue for peace. Reading from Numbers 20:12-14, “And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it. And when the LORD thy God hath delivered it into thine hands, thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the sword. But the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies which the LORD thy God hath given thee.” The historical Kingdom of God was anticipated by the leadership of Moses in the beginning, fully developed under David, and it lasted until the time of Zedekiah, king of Judah. His indictment was given in Ezekiel 21:25-27: “And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel [Zedekiah], whose day is come, when iniquity shall have an end, Thus saith the LORD God; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it [the existing kingdom], shall be no more until he come whose right it is [Christ] and I will give it him.” This overthrow occurred in 593 B.C. and ended Israel’s appointed line of kings with Yahweh as their very visible God and benefactor. They would now become subject to the domination of the Babylonians, the Medo-Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans, under whom Jerusalem would be destroyed and the nation scattered in 70 A.D. Although the revolt of the Maccabees managed to throw off the yoke of the Greeks, it was short lived and was described in Daniel 11:34-35 as a little respite by an aggregate of faithful: “Now when they fall, they shall be helped with a little help. And some of them of under-
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standing shall fall, to test them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end because it is yet for a time appointed.” To summarize our introduction and review of Historical Israel, Yahweh instituted war when He put enmity between the serpent and the woman. Under the epoch from Moses to Zedekiah, Yahweh was their commander and chief, so there was no “conscientious objection” to war and to the necessary taking of lives. Wars were waged to advance the purpose of Yahweh and to preserve His Kingdom from the sinful nations at large. In Deuteronomy 20 there were allowances made for other mitigating circumstances, however. In verse 8, a man who is “fearful and fainthearted may go and return unto his house, lest his brethren’s heart faint as well as his heart.” In other words, he would not be soldier material and could be disruptive to the other men. Under Gideon, 22,000 exercised this option. There were also allowances made for a man recently betrothed who had not yet married and consummated that betrothal, and there were allowances made for a man with a new house and with a new vineyard of which he had not eaten. These were most liberal exceptions for those called upon to serve in Yahweh’s army where there were in fact casualties, but we have no record of any option to question (conscientiously object to) the will and sanction of Yahweh in fighting against and exterminating the enemies of Israel.



may be likened to a court appointed attorney who, out of love, represents us in the best possible position to our heavenly Father. This relationship, this profound peace, is not the world’s criteria for peace, neither is it understood. Thus covenant peace, although available to all who would put on Christ in a valid baptism, will not be realized by the heathen nations until the millennial age. Nations and peoples will wage their wars as the “seas and the waves roaring” as part of Yahweh’s check and balance in the out-workings of what we know as history, drawing the world to the ultimate battle of that great day of God Almighty. But for this dispensation the servants of Christ were commanded to practice peace with all men. “Thou shalt not kill.” Prior to 177-180 A.D. there are no records of “Christian” soldiers in the Roman Army. This, not surprisingly, coincided with the belief that the Kingdom of God was to be a future manifestation on the earth and that it would be established upon Christ’s return, not before. As the belief in a literal kingdom on earth became muddled through spiritualization and viewed as an allegory, the stance on military service also began to relax; the requirement for his followers to resist fighting against evil and not to physically enforce their own ethic over



The Times of the Gentiles In the next dispensation, the Time of the Gentiles, and with the historical Kingdom of God on earth dissolved (David’s kingdom fallen down), the servants of Christ are only instructed to wield the sword of the spirit – the Word of God. The Lord Jesus is “the Prince of Peace”; therefore peace will be established upon his terms and upon his Father’s time frame. When Jesus said to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this age, otherwise would my servants fight,” he meant that for the period of this epoch his brethren would shun armed conflict. Thus the Mosaic model of the historical kingdom was put on hold. In John 14:27 Jesus said, “Peace I leave you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you.” Consider Romans 5:1, “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…” Also consider Philippians 4:6-7, and 9. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus… Those things which you have both learned and received, and heard, and seen in me, do, and the God of peace shall be with you.” From these verses it is clear that the peace that exceeds all human understanding and that is available now, is nothing short of covenant peace for covenant believers; to have the very ear of Yahweh through His risen Son, our advocate and high priest. “Advocate” is parakletos and is rendered “one called along side, a comforter, an intercessor”; this is a legal term and



Flavius  Theodosius,  the  Byzantine  Emperor  (408  —  450  A.D.),  required  that  all  soldiers  be  of the “Christian faith”. 
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others began to wane. Nevertheless, the call of the true follower of Christ is to remain as sojourners in every sense of the word until the Kingdom is established. Those who do not act according to the Apostolic creed not only endanger themselves, but may implicate others by their own folly. In addition to the interim ethic position (the Christadelphian position), there emerged the Just War position and the Crusader position. The prevailing position today among socalled “Christians” and historically the most popular is the Just War. Under Constantine, who closely identified the interests of the Empire with the interests of Christianity (Roman Catholicism), “Christian” soldiers became increasingly common. This was a logical drift as the Catholic Church claimed to be the Kingdom of God on earth. In other words, the “Church” or “ecclesia” came to be regarded as the “present spiritual kingdom” which trumped the original apostolic doctrine of the millennial reign of Christ on earth and was thus translated into a literal kingdom with the help of political sponsors. With such a kingdom now in power, and with enemies on all sides, it therefore had to be supported and defended by the faithful. Hence, a Just (or justified) War to preserve that so-called righteous empire of “Christians” was necessitated, not merely from a defensive posture, but even offensively and aggressively. Thus, Revelation 12:10 was understood from the perspective of Constantine’s Catholic followers as, “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven [the Catholic political heavens], now is come salvation and strength and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ…” Constantine’s own son was tutored by Lactantius who staunchly defended the conscientious objector stand. “God prohibits killing,” he wrote, but unfortunately Lactantius was fighting a great tide of apostate Christian beliefs and practices that would fill the Roman Empire to the brim, enthrone a so-called “Christian” emperor, and establish the Papacy as the theocratic kingdom of God. By the reign of Theodosius II (408-450 A.D.), only “Christians” of the Roman orthodox faith could serve as soldiers. When confronted by the barbarian invasions that threatened Roman civilization and thus Christianity, Augustine of Hippo developed the idea of the Just War. At first it was not intended to advocate war but rather it was intended to be a tool to limit the conditions under which Christians could participate in war. War was to be an unfortunate means for preserving the civilization to which Christianity belonged. Since Augustine, some form of the Just War theory has been the majority position of most “Christian” traditions. Needless to say, the Catholic Church seized upon the Just War option early on to solidify its power. This in turn led to the Crusader position where the faithful were organized into a great Christian army to wrench free the Holy Places from possession by the heathens, and to lay claim to all in the name of the mother church. Eventually all protestant churches, except the Anabaptists, accepted the inherited tradition of the Just War. By the end of 313 A.D., the period of early Christian antimilitarism came to an end.



The Crusades The Crusades may be regarded as a unique sub-set of the Just War which was to prevail through the centuries until this day. Philip Schaff in his History of the Christian Church, Volume V, has much documentation on the Crusades. There were seven altogether, with four primary ones, beginning in 1095 and ending in 1270. The Crusades were armed pilgrimages marching to Jerusalem under the banner of the cross to free Jerusalem from Islam. “They were a succession of tournaments between two continents and two religions, struggling for supremacy; Europe and Asia, Christianity and Mohammedanism” (Scaff, p 214). The most famous men of their age were identified with these movements. Also, the lowest elements of European society (thieves, murderers, perjurers, vagabonds, and riffraff of all sorts) joined the Crusades in hope of adventure and the spoils of war. Although the popes stayed at home, they were tireless in their appeals to advance the “holy” project. The Crusades began and ended in France, the apocalyptic source of the “spirits like frogs” that continue in their meddling in the Middle East and throughout the world. The contemporary accounts of the Crusades are for the most part written by Frenchmen. The roots of this Christian fanaticism was generated earlier by Helena, the mother of Constantine. She, according to legend, found the cross that Jesus was crucified upon and built a church over the supposed site of the tomb in which Christ lay, and thus the Church of the Holy Sepulcher must stay in Christian hands at all cost. Both branches of the Roman superstition (Western and Eastern, or Vatican and Moscow) continue to have designs upon Jerusalem, claiming its history for themselves. The crusading armies were designated by such titles as the army “of the cross,” “of Christ and of the Lord,” or “of the faith.” The Crusaders were called the soldiers of Christ, pilgrims, and “those signed with the cross”. Pope Urban II was an early instigator of the movement along with his counterpart in Constantinople, Alexius Comnenus, who also was concerned about the advancing Turks. A Frenchman himself, Urban II in a rousing sermon at the Council of Piacenza in the spring of 1095 stirred the deepest feelings of his hearers. His charge was then propagated by Peter the Hermit, who continued to incite crowds throughout Europe. As the Crusades gathered momentum, the Catholic Church continued to sweeten and relax the justification for all classes of society to undertake such a trek to Jerusalem to kill the infidels. But as the stragglers made their return home with reports of great hardship, death and starvation, having to live off the land and eat virtually anything from camels to rats to garbage, the realization started to spread that Jerusalem was a city of ancient stones and that “Christ was not there.” There was no doubt among the throngs that the Crusades were a holy undertaking. Those who fell received the benefits of special indulgence for sins committed and were esteemed in the popular judgment as martyrs. John VIII promised soldiers
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with the Holy See in granting to them temporal advantages, exemption from debt, freedom from taxation and the payment of interest. As the Crusades progressed, the original altruistic motives shared by all became lost to the masses in the advantages and adventure promised. One of the lesser Crusades was the tragic Children’s Crusade. With a fervor whipped up by two children aged ten and twelve who claimed to have seen a vision of Christ who urged them to Jerusalem, 20,000 started out in Germany in 1212, a number reduced to 7,000 by the time they reached Genoa, Italy, where they fell prey to slave traders. Seven ships sailed from Genoa, two were shipwrecked, and the remaining five arrived on the northern coast of Africa where the rest of the children were sold into slavery and completely disappeared. In closing this account of the Crusader movement we relay the first siege for Jerusalem made in July of 1099 as an example of a not-so-holy war propagated and urged on by the Roman Catholic Church for the “honor and glory of Christ.” Quoting from Schaff”s History of the Christian Church, volume V:



In  1187,  Saladin,  Sultan  of  Egypt,  conquered  Jerusa‐ lem after nearly a century of Christian rule. The reports  of  Saladin's  victories  shocked  the  European  Catholic  theatre  and  whipped  up  hopes  for  retalia‐ tion. Pope Gregory VIII called for a crusade, which was  led  by  several  of  Europe's  most  important  lead‐ ers: Philip II of France, Richard I of England (Richard the  Lionheart, whose statue pictured above stands outside  Westminster  Palace  in  London),  and  Frederick  I,  Holy  Roman Emperor.   the “rest of eternal life” and the absolution from sins. Later, Urban II promised that the Crusade to Jerusalem was a substitute for penance. Eugenius in 1146 distinctly promised the reward of eternal life, and later it was even extended to the parents of those taking part in the Crusades. One pope said that God invented the Crusades as a new way for the laity to atone for their sins and to ensure salvation. The rewards were not confined to spiritual privileges. Eugenius III, in exhorting the second Crusader movement, placed crusaders in the same category with clerics before the courts in the case of most offences. The kings of France joined



“Upon catching sight of the Holy City, laying aside their armor, and in bare feet and amid tears, penitential prayers, and chants being offered, the army of twenty thousand approached the sacred precincts. In vain did the Crusaders with bare feet, the priests at their head, march in procession around the walls, hoping to see them fall as the walls of Jericho had fallen before Joshua. Friday, the day of the crucifixion, was chosen for the final assault of the walls. A great tower surmounted by a golden cross was dragged alongside of the walls and the drawbridge let down. The scenes of carnage which followed belong to the many dark pages of Jerusalem’s history and showed how, in the quality of mercy, the crusading knight was far below the ideal of Christian perfection. The streets were choked with the bodies of the slain. The Jews there were burnt along with their synagogues. The greatest slaughter was in the temple enclosure. “With an exaggeration which can hardly be credited, but without a twinge of regret, or a syllable excuse, it is related that the blood of the massacred in the temple area reached to the very knees and bridles of the horses. “Penitential devotions followed easily upon the gory butchery of the sword. Headed by Godfrey, clad in a suit of white linen, the Crusaders proceeded to the church of the Holy Sepulcher and offered up prayers and thanksgivings. The devotions over, the work of massacre was renewed. Neither the tears of women, nor the cries of children, nor the protests of Tancred, who for the honor of chivalry was concerned to save three hundred to whom he had promised protection, none of these availed to soften the ferocity of the conquerors. Such was the piety of the Crusaders!”
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Needless to say, the impact on the European and Asian countryside as waves of these unruly people passed through robbing, raping and scrounging for food and provisions was horrific.



The research by Alan Eyre in his books The Protesters and Brethren In Christ documents how the “Saints of the Altar” survived in little enclaves during those times. A representative personage was Pierre Waldes, a well-to-do merchant who lived in Lyon, France toward the end of the 12th century. He studied the Bible diligently and strove to pattern his life and the lives of his followers on the model they found in the New Testament. The sect spread to northern Italy where it found a ready reception among the artisans of Lombardy and then on to Central Europe. Because they were fiercely persecuted by the Roman Church, very little of their literature remains. Sadly, the only source is from their enemy, the Catholic Church. Church inquisitor records reveal that the Waldenses sect refused under any pretext to take human life. Followers of Waldes blamed (rightly so) the Catholic Church for not adhering to the true gospel principles as taught by the New Testament writers. Tragically the persecuted Waldenses abandoned their pacifism beliefs by the end of the fifteenth century in order to ward off mounting persecution. Except for a few remaining survivors in the Alps, the Waldenses sect was snuffed out.



In Revelation 12:16-17 we have an interesting clue relevant to our study. That chapter references the rise and development of Constantine and the turmoil of his time during the changeover from paganism to “Christianity” (Catholicism) in his realm. “And the earth [political movements and her activists], helped the woman [Christians who were not Roman Catholic, including many Saints], and the earth opened her mouth and swallowed up the flood [of renewed persecution] which the dragon [still pagan at the core but now repackaged as the new Roman Church with military clout] cast out of his mouth [now in persecution of the Donatists and any nonconforming sect]. And the dragon was angry with the woman [all non-conforming Christian sects] and went to make war with the remnant of her seed [these are the Saints seeking cover from the turmoil], who keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Now in Revelation 11:1-2 we have a picture as to how the geo-political development of Yahweh’s Plan had developed, as the next “great From the Waldensian communities, however, a later paciearthquake” to rock the historical scene was fast approaching: fist movement emerged. Once again from reading and studythe French Revolution. In verse 1 the “temple of God and the ing Scripture, another group under the leadership of a Czech altar” represent the saints (the true temple of God is always named Chelcicky rediscovered the Gospel message of nonfound in close proximity to their Christ/altar who have bur- violence in the 1440’s. Chelcicky called for a return to primirowed into the historical landscape and have survived as a vi- tive Christianity (old paths!). His spiritual and intellectual able remnant in their sojourn throughout the centuries). In heritage was later carried on in Bohemia by the sect known as verse 2, the “court which is outside the temple, leave out” (the the Unity of Czech Brethren, also known as The Unity. These court of the Gentiles which is Roman Catholicism in its Holy early Bible students were primarily rural ploughmen. They Roman Empire phase has no fellowship with the ecclesia of regarded the “state” as an unchristian institution and reChrist). Of these it is said that they shall tread underfoot A  depiction  of  one  of  many  Church  sanctioned  massacres  of  the Truth and those who follow it for forty and two the  Waldensians,  among  other  nonconformists,  in  12th  century  months, a period of 1260 years which overarched the development and decline of the papacy as a politico- France, leading to their eventual extinction in Europe.   religious organization. The “two witnesses” introduced in subsequent verses stand for political and religious freedom and opposition to the “God of the earth” (v.4), the Beast, or Catholicism. The agitation of the two witnesses provided a cover for the true saints and prevented their total annihilation, for Yahweh has never left Himself without witness. We will analyze the Crusades and their affects again later. The Middle Ages to the Reformation In the Middle Ages the mentality of the Crusades had completely erased any Christian reservations about the use of armed force against anyone regarded as antagonists of God, and, consequently, the Roman Catholic establishment. Persecution turned to those within the domains of the Beast nations who were not Catholic; all those who opposed the “Man of Sin” in any way, including non-participation in his armies, were targeted for relentless persecution. Volume IX, Issue No. 3
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gradually; the transformation was not completed until the second quarter of the sixteenth century. Culturally the sect’s modernizers advanced, but the simplicity of truth and the innocence of its beginnings was lost along with its stand against armed participation. Its social respectability did not save it from extinction. In 1620 at the Battle of White Mountain they too were defeated, as were the Bohemian Protestants by the Habsburgs and their Catholic cohorts in the Counter Reformation. By this date, however, the Unity had forgotten the doctrines it had originally professed. As a pacifist sect, they vanished while fighting for their rights! The Anabaptists



In  Europe,  Menno  Simons  (1496‐1561,  a  former  Catholic priest) became a prominent leader among the  Anabaptists. He helped to establish the church that be‐ came known as Mennists, and later on as Mennonites,  in about 1526. He spent the rest of his life fleeing perse‐ cution, going from church to church to preach and en‐ courage the people against Church dogma.  nounced war as an unchristian occupation. However, “modernizers,” as they were referred to then, under the leadership of younger brethren (e.g. Bro. Luke and friends) gradually moved to urban areas where doctrinal revisions crept in. Towns and cities were apt to require members to participate in various aspects of government. Their young men who had taken degrees at the university had come into contact with the new humanist learning which had begun to penetrate central Europe. Many urban brethren became enamored by this thinking and felt a need to break from their roots of “outmoded literalism”. Modernizers carried out their revision of the Unity’s socio-political doctrine under the slogan of mutual toleration. As a result the modernizers discarded opposition to war along with less essential tenets. The change in social ethos came



The birth of the Anabaptists closely resembled those of the Czech Brethren, but there is no apparent connection between the two. Rather the genesis of Anabaptist nonresistance is found once again by direct study of the New Testament teachings of Jesus. Under the leadership of Conrad Grebel, the followers sought to demand a full restitution of the life of the apostolic ecclesia. Theirs was to be an assembly of adult believers. Because they renounced infant baptism, they became known as Anabaptists, or re-baptizers. These brethren renounced the sword as a carnal weapon of protecting either the state or the individual. Grebel wrote, “The gospel and its adherents are not to be protected by the sword, nor are they thus to protect themselves...”. In 1527 those brethren met to issue a confession of faith in which they stated that nonresistance was mandatory for all who followed Christ. However, they agreed that outside of Christ the sword could be used by governments to punish evil and protect good. Yet, as brethren in Christ, they could take no part, for God rules in the kingdom of men. As Christadelphians we are particularly interested in the Anabaptist movement as they most closely resemble our own stand. They believed, as do we, that they would remain a minority until the time of the end. Numbers were (are) meaningless. Thus, nonresistance emerged as the dominant position of the Anabaptists, who rejected not only the sword of war, but also refused to engage in all political life, despite the disadvantages as concerning the propagation or popularity of the group. Solutions for mankind, it was believed, would only come at the hand of the Son of God, and so there was no need to rely upon humanist culture. Early Anabaptists suffered severe persecution primarily as a result of their separation from the state church symbolized by the practice of adult baptism. By now, all Protestant churches (except the Anabaptists) had accepted the inherited tradition of the Just War, and this mindset continues to the present day. With the prevailing belief that the Kingdom of God exists now, the assumed need was (and is) to preserve the order as a means of furthering God’s purpose. The Just War theory has been the foundation for justified conflict in the western world for the last 400 years.
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The Colonial Period to the American Civil War Turning to the Colonial Period in the United States, several pacifist groups emigrated from Europe because of the turmoil and the persecution. Most notable were the Quakers. The Quakers, unlike other immigrant churches such as the Mennonites, Amish, Dunkards and the Church of the Brethren, sought for international peace from war and conflict by their own works. This was something new in the history of pacifism. Theirs was a search for ways and methods to implement peace on an international scale. They believed they had an “inner light,” a directed focus, which would guide the faithful in their works of peace. During the Revolutionary War from 1775 to 1783, Quakers, Mennonites and the Church of the Brethren would not participate in any fighting. Some refused to pay war taxes or take the oath of loyalty. The authorities responded by imprisoning many conscientious objectors. It is of record, however, that many making the C.O. stand provided the soldiers with clothing, food, horses and wagons. The Civil War brought the first national conscription act in March of 1863. Lincoln’s administration allowed for conscientious objectors to pay a commutation fee of $300 in lieu of military service. This sparked considerable debate among the various peace groups. Fueling this was the other option of the Act, that if one could come up with a substitute to serve in his stead, he was exempted. These practices had long been in effect in Europe. Because of the large fee and the probability of dying in battle, the objectors were treated harshly; some were imprisoned, tortured, hung by their thumbs, or pierced by bayonets. It was at this time that Bro. John Thomas (1805-1871) began to organize small groups of believers in the Apostolic creed within the United States, Canada and Great Britain. Conscientious objection to bearing arms was a strong tenet of these brethren, later to be called “Christadelphians”. In response to Lincoln’s amendment of July 1864 beginning conscription for war, Brother Thomas said, “Be not enrolled… rather go to prison.” Even before the Civil War, Brother Thomas worked diligently to teach and support the fledgling ecclesias of Christ in their struggle to abstain from war and violence and to avoid entanglement with the world’s quarrel. In February of 1849 he traveled to England to teach the Truth and while there he attended a gathering of the London Peace Society, made up of Quakers and other peace activist churches. While there he proposed a resolution which stated: “A Bible Christian must not fight in the absence of the captain of his salvation. War between nations was both essential to God’s plan (an institution of divine appointment for the bruising to death of the serpent power) and



“A Bible Christian must not fight in the absence of the captain of his salvation. War between nations was both essential to God’s plan (an institution of divine appointment for the bruising to death of the serpent power) and valuable as an instrument for defending liberty and truth against despotism and superstition.” John Thomas, 1849 valuable as an instrument for defending liberty and truth against despotism and superstition.” It was not surprising, however, that his resolution was rejected since the London Peace Society held a very different position from the Christadelphians. Quakers, for instance, believed each person was responsible for bringing peace to the war-torn world. Consequently, Quakers would work through many organizations, such as the aforenamed society, to bring international peace. Many held, and do hold, public office to further their cause of “human transformation,” a so-called “evolutionary process of change”. Anabaptists, Mennonites and Christadelphians recognized, however, that man would never be able to accomplish peace on earth without God’s intervention.
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Bro. Thomas writes… and New York fights... 



sibling of a Christadelphian Brother Magruder who helped to smooth over Bro. Thomas’ travels. Several times his activities exposed him to possible arrest and imprisonment, including an incident that occurred just outside of the Good Hope, Virginia, ecclesia where Confederate soldiers confronted him and accused him of spying for the North. During his stay in Virginia he did not hesitate to voice his religious opposition to the war effort of both sides, urging the Southern brethren to refuse military service just as their Northern brethren were doing. He said, “All the states and their people are guilty, and all are under condemnation.” He found among the younger brethren that there were a number who had already volunteered for service in the Confederate army. “They feared being drafted and preferred to volunteer that they might select their company.” Brother Thomas insisted they resign from service forthwith. His advice went unheeded by many.



Because the revised Act of July 4th, 1864, seemed to jeopardize the previous legislation, a petition (undoubtedly by Bro. Thomas) was drafted stating that While Bro. Thomas worked tirelessly to inform the brethren and to  brethren:



draft  a  petition  seeking  exemption  for  Christadelphians  from  par‐ ticipation in war or violence, New York City erupted in riots between  July 13‐16, 1863. Working class citizens, discontented with the new  laws  passed  by  Congress  (favoring  the  wealthy)  to  draft  men  into  the military, began a rampage of civil disobedience, burning build‐ ings, destroying property and  defying the authorities. The new laws  for conscription virtually left the wealthy untouched, who could af‐ ford  to  pay  the  $300.00  exemption  fee.  Later  purported  to  be  the  largest  civil  insurrection  in  American  history  apart  from  the  Civil  War  itself,  President  Abraham  Lincoln  had  to  send  several  regi‐ ments of militia and volunteer troops to control the city.   The Civil War and the Making of a Name, “Christadelphians” At the outbreak of the Civil War, Bro. Thomas realized that many young brethren were caught quite unprepared to take the conscientious objector stand. Consequently, he undertook a journey to Virginia, showing both bravery and initiative for he held British citizenship and had long resided in New York, the territory of “the enemy” in the North. Crossing the lines from north to south was very precarious and required the hand of Providence that was generously provided in the person of General John B. Magruder of the Confederate Army, the



“Positively refuse, under any circumstances whatever, to shed the blood of their fellow men in the service of any of the sin-powers of the world. The Divine Word teaches them that wars and fightings come of men’s lusts. The brethren of Christ have no sympathy with such conflicts, and ask of the world-rulers to be kind enough to let them alone.”



In order to comply with the Act requiring objectors to be “members of a church,” Bro. Thomas decided that the name “Brethren in Christ” might seem too long for the authorities, who apparently preferred single-word nomenclatures, and so he devised the name “Christadelphian” for this purpose, composed from the New Testament Greek Χριστός ἀδελφός (Christos adelphos). He also drew up a formula to be used as a certificate of membership for those drafted, stating his people’s loyalty to the government, the religious nature of their scruples against bearing arms, and their right of exemption under the existing law. Thankfully Bro. Thomas’s efforts, through Yahweh’s grace, resulted in brethren remaining untouched by the draft for the remainder of the Civil War. Since that time true Chris-
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tadelphians – those who follow the apostolic creed - have remained aloof from politics and the affairs of this world, and the United States Government now recognizes that position. A World at War (WWI) With the outbreak of World War I, the Military Service Act of 1916 introduced by British Prime Minister Asquith (and quickly copied by every corner of the British Empire) once again brought conscription into force. Only members of religious bodies that had, before the outbreak of war, declared conscientious objection could be exempted from service. Those excused had to be prepared to undertake alternative non-combatant service. Only a few long standing conscientious objector churches, including Christadephians, met this qualification.



the State of municipality because: (1) Having become a citizen of the kingdom of heaven he has renounced— abjured—his natural political rights—his citizenship in the present evil world. Thenceforth he lives under a human government, but only as an alien or a pilgrim; and as such he has no political rights whatsoever. (2) That as a foreigner passing through or temporally sojourning in the country, by all the rules of civilization, ancient and modern, no government has the right to require, much less compel, such a one to serve in the army, and help fight her battles in any capacity whatsoever… “Seeing this is so, upon what principle would you justify our serving in the army of the devil even as a member of the RAMC? A brother could not chose this service as a profession. Why not? It would not be legitimate because



By 1917 conscientious objectors had become a larger and more diverse group. C.O.’s in World War I were sent to army camps where they had to convince officers and other officials that they were sincere in their conscientious objection to war. They were frequently sent to areas far from their homes where their character was not known, sometimes resulting in abuse from enlisted men. Numerous camps were established. Occasionally, the C.O.’s were taken to prisons instead of camps. One unofficial source states that 3,989 men declared themselves to be conscientious objectors. Of these, 1,300 chose noncombatant service, 1,200 were given farm furloughs, 99 went to Europe for reconstruction work, 450 were court-martialed and sent to prison, and 940 remained “on hold” until the Armistice was fully enacted. One British Brother of note who spoke out and wrote extensively about the proper Christadelphian position in relation to the state was one Viner Hall of Birmingham. In June of 1912, Bro. C.C. Walker, editor of the Christadelphian, published an extract from the Dunedin Evening Star under the heading of “Conscription in New Zealand: A Way of Escape,” in which it was reported that the two sons of a Christadelphian had accepted service in the Royal Ambulance Corps (RAMC) as a condition from exemption from military service. Bro. Hall, perceiving the inconsistency of such a stand before “Caesar”, wrote a letter to the editor of which the following is an extract: “As a Christadelphian I have always taken it for granted that military service in the devil’s army in any capacity whatsoever, to be wrong. Here are the reasons that have compelled and justified our position hitherto. All are agreed that the principles of Christ prevent a brother from associating and identifying himself with Volume IX, Issue No. 3
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of its associations. You would not voluntarily serve in the RAMC, because it would be wrong to do so; but you would accept the same service at the bidding of a human government. Why? Out of fear of punishment? You would do wrong to save your life? You would ‘do evil that good might come’ - Would this be right in the sight of God? How could it be?...” Bro. Hall followed up his several letters to Bro. Walker by speaking publically on the same subject at Temperance Hall, Birmingham, the same month in which the excerpt from New Zealand appeared. He continued his efforts in writing as well, it would appear, by engaging in correspondence with the brethren in New Zealand caught up in the controversy. “Now unless they can be rallied by God through us, or by some other ecclesia, it will be too late and the mischief done will be irreparable.” Selective Training and Service Act—WWII During World War II, the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 dictated the terms by which more than 34 million American men, ages 18 to 44, participated in the war effort. Of



the men registered for the draft, 72,354 applied for C.O. status: 25,000 accepted noncombatant service in the army, and 27,000 failed the basic physical. In the end, 6,086 C.O.’s went to prison for refusing to cooperate with the Selective Service, and another 12,000 entered a public service program doing work of national importance. It should be noted that the Quakers, the Brethren, and the Mennonites ran many CPS camps. From the first opening in 1941 until the closing of 1947, CPS (civilian public service) camps recorded some 8 million work days in over 150 camps. Conscientious objectors worked at a variety of projects, including conservation, forestry and agriculture. Some worked with juvenile delinquents, and some in hospitals, including mental hospitals. Many men volunteered as human guinea pigs for medical and scientific research. They were subjects for typhus, infantile paralysis, starvation, frostbite and fly abatement experiments. A number of volunteers were so appalled by conditions, especially those of the mentally ill, that they later stayed on in social and medical fields helping to revolutionize such terrible conditions. Two exemplary World War II examples are worthy of note. One is a Canadian brother, John Evans, father of brother E.R. Evans. In a Christadelphian booklet entitled, Test Case for Canada 3314545, Bro. Evans records his father’s trials and tribulations. Though he was taken to military camps, he consistently refused to put on the uniform. The booklet follows his physical suffering, his imprisonment, his emotional abuse and his torture at the hands of unsympathetic commanders. As grim as his trial was, the most important lesson of his story is his faithful obedience to his heavenly Father and his witness not only to his fellow brothers and sisters, but his witness to the very name Christadelphian, Brethren in Christ. We owe him much! A second World War II example worthy of note is a German brother, Albert Merz. His unwavering commitment to his scriptural understanding of conscientious objection resulted in his execution by the German military. His last letter to family members written on March 4, 1941, is a moving testimony to us all. Expressed in this heartfelt correspondence is his loving concern for his family in their grief and his unwavering hope in the resurrection. His death was by decapitation. His farewell thoughts and his martyred death follow the footsteps of many a dedicated and faithful believer who so understood the promises and the commandments of sojourning, and who throughout the centuries, willingly suffered death rather than to recant their beliefs to the reigning serpent power. The cruel treatment of all classes of objectors in Nazi Germany was fairly uniform as surviving letters from Jehovah’s Witness prisoners also attest:



Bro. and Sis. Hall, circa 1957 



“The lengthy confinement of [JW] prisoners is all the more remarkable because the SS were more than willing to set them free—if they would sign a ‘declaration’ renouncing their faith. The SS dangled the prospect for freeVolume IX, Issue No. 3
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dom in front of prisoners while at the same time subjecting them to the brutal, deadly treatment of daily camp life. The ostensibly tantalizing offer carried a heavy price: Not only did the signer renounce his religious associations and convictions, he or she agreed to denounce fellow believers to the Gestapo. Additionally, as a demonstration of loyalty, the signer agreed to fight for the ‘Fatherland’ with weapon in hand” (University of Minnesota Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies). In 1950 the U.S. Government Printing office published the following about Christadelphians: “Christadelphian members always applied to the Government to be relieved from military duty in consequence of religious and conscientious scruples. In order that they might be identified, they adopted the name Christadelphian. They have consistently maintained that their faith prohibited participation in the armed forces….the Christadelphian church as a whole was perhaps the most strict of the non-resistance groups....they did not work against the war; each one simply took his individual stand….a very definite stand was taken by this church….” This analysis of various North American groups who sought exemptions from military service in World War II, along with such worthy examples as Brothers Evans and Merz keeps the bar raised high for young Christadelphian men and women today. Vietnam to the Present Day During the Vietnam War a new type of draft resister emerged. Rejection of conscription stemmed from political opposition to a specific war, that being the Vietnam War (not an officially declared war), a war that claimed 50,000 young men. As dissent spread, it polarized new constituencies among civil rights groups including various women’s organizations. Anti-war rallies were held where hundreds of young men burned their draft cards. Six hundred thousand draftees in all illegally evaded the draft, and about 200,000 were formally accused of draft offenses. Between 30,000 and 40,000 fled to Canada; some went underground. Because the draft law in effect specifically excluded the C.O. who did not believe in a Supreme Being, the agnostic and atheist had no legal basis on which to claim exemption. In 1965 the Supreme Court ruled



that conscientious objectors need not believe in a Supreme Being. This was expanded in 1970 to say that any individual may object to military service on ethical and moral grounds providing personal convictions are deeply felt. This broadening of the government criteria for exemption on grounds other than religion gave the objector much more latitude, no doubt the result of the waves of protest over the Vietnam War. Secular peace movements of the 1960’s became a popular means of expression, almost none of which were scripturally based. Pop singers filled the airwaves with their anti-war songs, feeding the appetite of the masses for anti-government propaganda. Today we are thankful that there is no draft in effect in the United States, and the matter has been a hot political button since Vietnam. With the economic down-turn in recent years, military quotas have been easily met by an all volunteer enlistment; however, this present state of affairs may be lulling Christadelphians to sleep with a false sense of security. Thus our sojourning needs to be a way of life at all times, not just during a draft. The current draft Law does require that all male U.S. citizens (regardless of where they live) and male immigrants residing in the U.S. (permanent resident aliens), are to register with the government within 30 days of their 18th birthday. Therefore, to be in full compliance with the law, a man turning 18 is given a 60-day window in which to register, a period of time beginning 30 days before and ending 30 days after his 18th birthday. The Sequence of the Draft This sequence is a summary of what the U.S. would do if it needed to return to a draft: 1. Congress and the president authorize a draft. 2. A lottery based on birthdays, beginning with twenty year olds, determines who is called first. 3. All parts of selective service are activated; the State Directors and Reserve Forces are called to duty. 4. Those called are ordered to report for a physical, mental, and moral evaluation at a Military Entrance Processing Station. Once one receives the results of these tests, he has 10 days to file a claim for exemption, postponement, or deferment. 5. Local and appeal boards will process registrant claims;
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those who pass the military evaluation will receive induction orders and will have 10 days to report to a Military Entrance Processing Station. 6. According to current plans, Selective Service must deliver the first inductees to the military within 193 days from the onset of a crisis. The mentality of the Just War still prevails. It was the attack on the World Trade Center on 9/11 that put the United States back into a “Crusader mindset” of pursuit and attack of Muslims in Iraq and Afghanistan. After nearly 1,000 years, nothing has really changed! These wars have projected the “Young Lions” (Ezek. 38) into the Middle East where they will witness the invading armies of the King of the North and the multitudinous Christ commanding his cherubim-saints. The Sojourner Principle It is paramount to the modern day believer to understand the sojourner principle. Consider Hebrews 11:13, “These all died in faith, not having received the promises but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth.” Abraham made a significant point of purchasing a burial plot from the children of Heth because he made no claim to the land although he had lived there for sixty-one years. Reading Genesis 23:4, “I am a stranger and a sojourner with you; give me a possession of a burying place with you that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” Abraham was a sojourner by choice; he lived in tents rather than build a house or a haci-



enda. Next consider Leviticus 25:23, “The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners with me.” Yahweh states that His spiritual seed are strangers and sojourners with Him in the land. How can the very Creator of the land say that He is a stranger? Because of the sin in the earth and the prevailing wicked serpent system in control and the present state of Christ-denying Jews in Israel. Thus, Yahweh is a stranger in the land until His Son returns and cleanses (regenerates) the land. David acknowledges this principle in Psalm 39:12, “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears; for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner as all my fathers were.” Today a national crisis could flash up at any moment: another act of homeland terrorism (a “dirty bomb,” for example), or an earthquake resulting in widespread power outages, computer grids failing, market uncertainties and economic panic. Any of these factors could trigger a draft call up with a view to restore the domestic order. Thus, we must have a mindset to “be in the world but not of it” at all times and as applied to all its cultural uncleanness. We must model a circumspective walk for all to appreciate. Because our “kingdom is not of this world,” we do not socialize and mingle with those who love the world or indulge in their Canaanitish ways, we do not involve ourselves in politics, we do not vote, join grass-roots movements, pick up arms, consider alternative service, join unions, protest causes, or take sides in or support political causes of any kind. By keeping a low profile as alien and model citizens, the “earth” (as in Revelation 12) will provide us with cover as it did for our brethren in the fourth century.



Camp Wickiup, CPS #60, La Pine, Oregon,  was  a  former  Civilian  Conservation  Corp  facility  erected  in  1938  and  brought  into  service  as  a  base  camp  for  C.O.’s  in  the  United States during WWII. 
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We understand that we are not pacifists but we await the return of our “commander in chief” to return to this earth to establish his Kingdom; then, as we considered under the Old Testament model, wars will be sanctioned by necessity, perhaps even wars of annihilation. The “prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience” (permeating sin—Eph. 2:2) has so consumed every aspect of this dispensation, as in the days of Noah, that force will be required to rescue Zion, to defeat Gog and to destroy the Beast and the False Prophet. “This honor have all his saints… praise ye the LORD.” The Controversy of Zion will then forever be resolved: whose land it is, whose it has been since eternity, who is the rightful King, who are the lawful subjects, who is the Great Landlord and what are the expectations for all humanity. Summary and Conclusion It is evident that the worthies of old did consider themselves strangers, sojourners and pilgrims in the land during their mortal lives. The apostle Peter spoke to this in I Peter 2:11.“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.” Conscientious Objection is a Way of Life, brethren, even the way of the tree of life that Yahweh has preserved for us. This author prefers to reverse the phrase to Objectors of Conscience. This enlarges the subject to more than military service and taking up arms in this cosmos. We are also expected to stand against creeping doctrinal error, lifestyle and walk breeches, and fellowship compromises. Today we are sanctioned to wield the “sword of the LORD” in the skillful use of the Word of God. We allow the “earth” to provide cover for us; we have detached from it in every way other than being a law-abiding citizen of such a low magnitude that we live unnoticed except when Caesar’s demands compromise our heavenly Fathers principles, and then we must stand up. We are “wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” We understand the latter-day scene as described in Ephesians 6:12, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” As political officials take the nation down a socialistic road, it would be easy to join a protest group. Likewise we hate to see the alienation of Israel by the United States under the current administration coupled with the looming, unchecked Iranian threat, but this is how it is supposed to be. Yahweh will resolve it all in due time. The world is becoming very unsettled; obviously it will rebel at the presence of Christ enthroned in Jerusalem and his thundering proclamation to the world as in Revelation 14:7, “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come, and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea and the fountains of waters.” At that time, under the seventh vial, Christ’s servants, upon command, will engage.



It was no coincidence that at his first advent, and upon his return for forty days, Jesus taught and emphasized the Kingdom. Bible students have observed that the belief and practice of conscientious objection to military service and armed conflict has been an accurate barometer of the spiritual health and commitment of that Christian movement or sect. As the Seven Lampstand Ecclesias illustrated, the ecclesial system and its saving doctrine of “The Things Concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus Christ” was to be badly battered, and the Truth lost but for a remnant. Today, a conscientious objector will generate disdain; I prefer a “sojourner and an objector of conscience.” The practice of spiritualizing the Kingdom in order to make it an acquisition now, along with the doctrine of the immortality of the soul, opened the floodgates to justify participation in war to preserve the “Christian Kingdom”. The Roman Catholic Church propagated this theory which has framed its present life-killing apostasy. Today there is a trend within the brotherhood to return to the same errors in doctrine by believing that one can enjoy eternal life now upon baptism, that baptism translates a believer into the kingdom now and that Christ is a reigning King-Priest now even at the right hand of his heavenly Father. This can likewise influence our young people to relax their lifestyles and to go with the times because they “have salvation now.” Much to the rather, we are strangers and sojourners now for the short interim that remains, and we wait for the fulfillment of those great and precious promises as a matter of hope. Instill this in your young people. We close with Psalm 78:5-7: “For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children; that the generation to come might know them, even the children who should be born, who should arise and declare them to their children; that they might set their hope in God, but keep his commandments.” Bibliography Brock, Peter, The Roots of War Resistance, distributed by The Fellowship of Reconciliation, Box 271, Nyack, New York 10960 Brock, Peter, Pacifism in The United States, Princeton, New Jersey, Princeton University Press, 1968 Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come, XI, #6, June 1861 & Sept. 1861 Lippy, Charles, The Christadelphians In North America, Lewiston: Edwin Mellen Press, 1989 Robert Roberts, Dr. Thomas: His Life & Work, 1884 Schaff, Philip, History of The Christian Church, Vol. I-V, New York, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1917 SelectiveService.Com…and related sites Ye Are Strangers and Sojourners, E.R. Evans, Hamilton, ON 1990 Test Case For Canada, E.R. Evans, Hamilton ON 1972 Exemption, Conscientious Objection to Military and National Service—the part played by Brother Viner Hall illustrated in his letters and writings, 1912-1945, Peter M. Reekie Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Random House.
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~~EDITORIAL ~ EDITORIALSPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT~ The The Ecclesia Ecclesia of of the the Apostolic Apostolic State State Dear Brethren, As the day of the Lord’s return approaches, we wonder how many still believe and appreciate that Yahweh’s Truth was allowed to be rediscovered amidst the heap of Christian error and superstition at the time of “a little strength” [the latter day Philadelphian age (Rev. 3:8)], at which time “Christadelphians” came to be? Those who have read and studied the Pioneer works of the Christadelphian body no doubt agree that our community has been very blessed by the provision of many wonderful works of thorough Bible exposition. Regrettably, however, there has been much trouble afoot as of late by those who would have us cast away our Christadelphian heritage, those whose intolerance of these works and the Bible exegesis they contain is only made more obvious by their own attempts at exposition based upon human philosophy. “Ye shall know them by their fruits” and we certainly do, and they are “naughty figs” indeed. But take heart as this is nothing new, brethren. We may have those among us who will insist that “Christadelphians have been wrong for 150 years,” or those who will say that the gifts we have received by way of the Pioneer works are “flawed by Scriptural standards,” but again, this sort of foolishness is no different than the experience of the Apostle Paul and others who wrought mightily for the Truth. “This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes” (2 Tim 1:15). Brother John Thomas was likewise beset on many sides by the unbelieving enemies of the One Faith, and we in our day should not expect anything less. Take heed to the lesson of the first century ecclesia, brethren! Take heed, those who might think that by a drifting away in one direction or by a side step in another direction that no harm will come, so concluding that we need not worry as “God will take care of it”. Indeed He will, but not in the manner we might expect if our part is just to stand idly by while others do the work of defending the flock and wielding the sword of the Spirit as Yahweh fully expects His servants to do (Jude 1:3). With this is mind, we bring to your attention the following extract from Eureka, An Exposition of the Apocalypse (written in 1861), concerning the manner in which the Truth was lost, or was apostatized, in the first century by the rising up of errorists from within, coupled with the unscriptural practice of “respect of persons”. Both are abominable diseases of the Spirit which, if left unchecked in the household today, will attain the same result among the “many” who will not discern what the “few” have known for many years: the Truth has not changed since its rediscovery. The only thing that has changed is the willingness of some to comprehend and believe it, and thus the necessity for inventions of their own making that are inconsistent with the Word must abound.



The Apostolic State of Christendom “The spiritual condition of the ecclesias in this state of things may be learned from the writings of the apostles and others as extant in the New Testament. Their faith in the ‘things of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ’ was unmixed with Nikolaitanism, or ‘philosophy and vain deceit after the tradition of men, and the elements of the world;’ and it worked by love and purified the heart (Gal. v. 6; Acts xv. 9). There was among Christians, as the rule, a perfectly unselfish devotion to the interests of the truth, and to the wellbeing of one another. Their works, labor, and patience, were without rebuke. They labored for the name, and did not faint, although their labor endangered their lives, liberty, and goods. The rule was ‘poor in this world, rich in faith;’ the reverse of this was the exception. When they received the word, they received it gladly and were immersed; and then ‘continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers;’ and while in their ‘first love,’ ‘the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul; and great grace was upon them all.’ In this primitive condition of affairs, the ecclesias were all the heritages, or clergy, of God, constituting ‘the flock;’ while ‘the rulers’ or ‘elders’ were its feeders under the supremacy of the Chief Shepherd at the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens. These ruling brethren took the oversight of the flock, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; and they demeaned themselves, not as lords and reverends, but as examples to the generality of their brethren in the faith. “What precise number of years ‘the heritages of the Deity’ continued in this happy and uncorrupted condition, it is impossible to define. We know when the state began, but cannot tell the first year when the devil, or the flesh, began to pervert the truth. We may remark safely, that there is no well defined chronological line between the Apostolical State and the Ephesian State, by which it was succeeded. There was ‘One Body,’ consisting of many ecclesias, pertaining to the Apostolical State; and before that body could be said to have passed into the Ephesian State, the Angel Presbyteries of the ecclesias or heritages generally must have responded to the apocalyptical description of the angel at Ephesus. This transition would therefore be gradual; for on the supposition that ‘men speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them,’ first arose in the Ephesian Angel, it would have taken several years to leaven all or a majority of the ecclesias extant with their tradition so as to give character to the Body. The entrance of the body into a new phase would be progressive;
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the process would be insidious; a change would come over it, and be discerned, not so much in the growing from month to month, as in the growth accomplished after a lapse of years. “Now, in the Apostolic State, which had not entirely passed till the destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 72, the ‘first love’ of the Angel-Presbyteries began very early to be impaired at different points. The agents of this unholy enterprise emanated from Judea, and began the work of ‘subverting souls’ at Antioch and Syria and Cilicia. These were of the sect of the Pharisees, who enjoyed the fellowship of the apostles, and consorted with them in their meetings. They had, therefore, ample means and opportunities of knowing the truth. Aware that it would be useless for them to broach dogmas in their presence, ‘they went out from them and troubled the Gentile brethren with words.’ What they dared not teach in Jerusalem they taught in Antioch and other places; and ‘as the serpent through subtilty’ sought to corrupt their minds ‘from the simplicity that is in the Christ.’ But, although this attempt was opposed, and apostolically denounced, the enterprise was not abandoned by the christianized Pharisees. They determined to popularize christianity so as to make it palatable to the Jews, in the hope that it would cause them to cease persecuting those who believed in Jesus as the Christ. They therefore taught that men should believe the gospel, be immersed, then be circumcised, and keep the law of Moses, if they would be saved. This was Judaizing and ‘inventing a lie.’ The apostles taught no such doctrine as this; and in the decree they published, declared all beyond believing the gospel and being baptized, was unnecessary and vain. “The invention of this lie was the beginning of troubles to the body of Christ. Its inventors found their advantage in propagating it in defiance of the apostles. They made proselytes to their tradition both among the elders and private members of the flock; and wherever they succeeded in establishing their influence, there, and to the same extent, the authority of the apostles was set aside. They became the adversaries of these holy and self-denying men, and are therefore styled in the Apocalypse, ‘the Satan,’ and their ‘church,’ ‘the Synagogue of the Satan,’ of which we have spoken at large elsewhere. “But others arose after these, and added new elements to ‘the lie.’ Truth is fixed, but lies never diminish in circulating, but always increase [publisher’s emphasis]. Pious Jews began the work of corrupting the faith; and pious Gentiles, who had been subverted, added some of their ‘philosophy’ and ‘gnosis,’ or ‘science falsely so called,’ to the original stock, and in their combination, produced what Paul styles, in 2 Thess. ii. 7, THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY. This, he says, was ‘already working;’ and in its working through Judaizing and philosophizing teachers, gave him all the trouble and mortification he laments in his several epistles. “While, then, christendom was, as we have described it in the beginning, pure and uncorrupt in faith and practice, it had sadly degenerated at the time when the apostles had all finished their course, except John. The Apostolical State of the Body was not, therefore, all rose-coloured, but was defaced by many unsightly blemishes. The seeds of death and corruption had been sown in it by the enemy; the germ of a Body of Death had been deposited in



its womb; even of that Body Ecclesiastic styled popularly in our day ‘THE CHURCH,’ and apocalyptically, ‘the Mother of Harlots and of all the Abominations of the Earth.’ A thoughtful perusal of the epistles will convince the reader that by the time of the apostles’ decease, the One Body was in a fallen or Ephesian State, and that consequently, the Apostolical State of things was pregnant with the Ephesian, as the Ephesian afterwards was of the Smyrnean, and the Smyrnean of the Pergamian, and the Pergamian of the Thyatiran, and the Thyatiran of the Sardian, and the Sardian of the Philadelphian, and the Philadelphian of the Laodicean, and the Laodicean of vomiting, corruption, and death. “The Mystery of Iniquity, then, had its beginning in the Apostolical State. The seeds of it were then sown broadcast by the enemy. But they did not ripen as soon as sown; they only began to grow. The fruit was to be ‘the Lawless One.’ But fruit, when first formed, is not mature. Considerable time passes from the first appearance of the fruit to the time of ingathering because of ripeness. So with the Lawless One, he had to appear as the fruit of the Mystery of Iniquity; but after his appearing, he had to grow and ripen for the vintage, when he should be ‘consumed with the spirit of the Lord’s mouth, and destroyed with the brightness of his coming.’ “Now the matter of the apocalyptical epistles in part consists of accusations, which, when put together, form a formidable indictment against the professing Christian community. These charges, as they increase, show also an increase in crime, until a climax is reached, which exposes the criminal to the most ignominious and condign punishment. The following ordinal summary will make this apparent to the reader. The Spirit accuses the Christian Body, saying, I have against thee -1. That thou hast left thy first love; 2. That thou hast them that hold the teaching of Balaam, and the teaching of the Nikolaitans, which thing I hate; 3. That thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, who calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed to idols; 4. That thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead; 5. That thou hast little strength; and, 6. That thou art wretched, and pitiable, and poor, and blind, and naked. “Paul said that there would be ‘a falling away,’ and here we behold it [as we do again today in all facets of the Truth—ed]. As years rolled on, things waxed worse and worse, until the false apostles of the Synagogue of the Satan gained the ascendancy, and their chief, the Man of Sin, was brought forth of their mother Jezebel, as Constantine the Great. The falling away, or apostasy, was obviously progressive, and its progress may be clearly traced in the writing[s] of… men.”
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“Buy the truth and sell it not; Also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.” Proverbs 23:23 The Courts of the Women Originally published by The Christadelphian magazine, this little work written in 1910 by Sister E. Norris for sisters concerning sisterly things of the spirit, describes in detail the manner of a sister’s “spinning” — how they work, their effort, their fruit, and their attitude in bringing it all together in service to the LORD. This work contains a valuable exhortation for the well seasoned or newly baptized sister in Christ. (69 pages, paperback). Other available study booklets may be WORD-SEARCHED on- line at www.truthgleaner.com. Hard Copies writing to:
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