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BRIEFLY Army, NDRF swing into action in Hyderabad HYDERABAD: The Army and the



National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) joined the rescue and relief operations in the areas ravaged by the heavy rains in the greater Hyderabad region. Army officials set up a control room in the GHMC headquarters.



쐍 SOUTH | PAGE 8 Five killed in U.S. mall shooting LOS ANGELES: The police were



searching on Saturday for a gunman who killed five persons during a shooting at a mall in the U.S. state of Washington. Four women and one man were killed, the police said.



쐍 WORLD | PAGE 14 Sarpanch’s husband held for slapping nurse MOGA: The Punjab police on



Saturday arrested the husband and son of an Akali sarpanch, who had allegedly assaulted a pregnant nurse at a private hospital here for refusing to give them preferential treatment and making them wait to get their patient admitted. NATION | PAGE 9



쐍



SUNDAY MAGAZINE 6 Pages



CLASSIFIEDS Page 6 & 7



Modi talks tough to Sharif, reaches out to Pak. people NISTULA HEBBAR KOZHIKODE:



HYDERABAD: Even the unpre-



cedented rains that have deluged the city over the past two days could not dampen the celebratory mood of the families of Ch. Balramkishan and N. Gopikrishna, who returned home after over 400



PMO puts the brakes on rail tarif regulator plan SOMESH JHA



BJP State president Kummanam Rajashekharan garlanding Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a rally in Kozhikode beach on Saturday. — PHOTO: S. RAMESH KURUP



Uri attack could be reaction to Kashmir situation, says Sharif ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister



Nawaz Sharif has claimed that the Uri terror attack could be the result of a “reaction” of the people to the situation in Kashmir even as he criticised India for blaming Pakistan “without any evidence.” people of Pakistan will rise up against its leadership and patronage of terror,” he said. The rally, held on the first day of the national council meeting, was expected to contain a strong message to



Gopikrishna spent a couple of days at the Indian Embassy with oicials for completion of formalities before flying to Delhi. For family and friends a long and traumatic wait with desperate appeals to oicials and elected representatives had finally ended. Some



“The Uri attack can be the reaction of atrocities in Kashmir as relatives of those killed and blinded were outraged,” he said in London. — PTI



쐍 PAK. CALLS OFF TRADE



EXHIBITION | PAGE 13



Pakistan and address the outrage both in the country and Sangh cadre, but his speech went much beyond a garden variety assurance of action.



쐍 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12



DELHI:



쐍 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 CM YK



wept out of joy while others hugged the two professors while struggling to hold back tears. Expressing thanks to all those involved in the release, Mr. Gopikrishna, however, requested the crowd of media personnel to not question him on the ordeal.



Ajit Singh pitches for unity among followers of Lohia, Charan Singh OMAR RASHID



The Prime Minister’s Oice has asked the Railways to apply the brakes on its ambitious fasttrack plan to set up an independent regulator for freight and passenger tarifs. The PMO has asked the Ministry to follow the legislative route to create the regulator rather than push it through an executive order, a senior oicial of the Rail Ministry said. The Ministry had proposed Rail Development Authority by issuing a notification through an executive order and subsequently strengthen its powers through the legislative process, in a bid to bypass possible hurdles in Parliament. “The PMO has objected to the executive order route and is in favour of setting up the regulator through legislation, which may delay the process,” the oicial said. After the historic decision to merge the rail Budget with the general Budget, Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu had cited setting up of an independent regulator to determine tarif as per the market demand as the topmost priority for the Railways. He said the Ministry had been “aggressively” pushing for it since last one year. The legislative route may be a major setback for the Railways on this front, as it was banking on creating the independent regulator this year in order to perk up its worse-than-expected financial performance in the first half of this fiscal year.



NEW



days as hostages of the Islamic State (IS). After having been kidnapped in Libya in Ju1y 2015, the two professors were released last week and reunited with their families here on Saturday morning. Following their release, Mr. Balramkishan and Mr.



LUCKNOW: Two days after say-



ing his party would go it alone in next year’s Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections, Rashtriya Lok Dal chief Ajit Singh on Saturday pitched for the unity of the followers of socialist Ram Manohar Lohia and former Prime Minister Chaudhary Charan Singh. Mr. Singh urged parties following the ideology of the two leaders to “resolve their differences and come on one platform,” which, in political terms, is a reference to a possible alliance. The Jat leader appealed to all parties and groups of individuals having “similar ideology” to “work together in this hour of national crisis” so as to provide an “efective platform” for farmers, backward communities and minorities for



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



urday ordered that the trial of former Telecom Minister Dayanidhi Maran and his brother Kalanithi Maran be held separately from that of two Malaysians also accused in a corruption case arising out of the Aircel-Maxis deal. Special judge O.P. Saini issued open warrants against T. Ananda Krishnan, owner of Maxis Communications Berhad, Malaysia, and Ralph Marshall, director of Maxis Communications and Astro All Asia Networks Plc, UK.



IS hostages return to Hyderabad after a year in captivity MARRI RAMU



Hello, goodbye



NEW DELHI: A 2G court on Sat-



‘Day is not far when they will rise against their leadership’ Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s first public speech after the terror attack in Uri did not disappoint in the sharpness of its message to Pakistan. He invoked the people of Pakistan in a direct dialogue, urging them to fight common socioeconomic ills that alict both neighbours, while warning that country's leadership that any threat to India's security will be strongly met. Speaking at a well-attended public meeting on the Kozhikode beach on Saturday on the sidelines of the BJP national council meet, Mr. Modi also accused Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif of reading from a “script prepared by terrorists” at the United Nations General Assembly last week, in his “serenade to Kashmir”. Taking forward his Balochistan speech at the Red Fort on August 15, Mr. Modi reminded Pakistan of its own internal strife in Sindh, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit. “That day is not far when the



Warrant against Ananda Krishnan in Aircel case



Ajit Singh getting their rights. While he acknowledged Janta Dal (United) leaders Nitish Kumar and Sharad Yadav as followers of Charan Singh and praised the Nitish Kumar government in Bihar, Mr. Singh did not mention the Samajwadi Party, though he is believed to be hinting at Mulayam Singh’s party too. The SP claims its ideology from Lohia. Mr. Singh, who has been critical of the SP govern-



ment in recent months, intrigued observers with his proposal. “The ‘good governance’ in Bihar reminds us of the governance of Chaudhry Charan Singh,” Mr. Singh, who is also Charan Singh’s son, said. Mr. Singh proclaimed that U.P. was the janmabhoomi (birthplace) and karmabhoomi (work field) of both the leaders, who struggled for the cause of farmers and backward communities. He added that farmers were most neglected today and that suicide rates were high among them. Nitish welcomes idea Mr. Kumar, who has been making forays into east U.P. through his public meetings, welcomed the Jat leader’s idea, saying his party was “ideologically the closest” to the RLD. ,



INS Viraat, the oldest aircraft carrier in the world and the second to be operated by the Indian Navy, after its last refit in Kochi on Saturday. It will be towed back to Mumbai for the decommissioning ceremony by the end of the year. — PHOTO : THULASI KAKKAT



쐍 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12



Neglect may wipe out oldest finger print bureau Set up in 1879, the Kolkata unit is understaffed



The State government wanted the CBI to take over but this was refused. Help came from the Finger Print Bureau, which was able to collect 11 prints from the almirah using graphite powder. The first arrest



SHIV SAHAY SINGH KOLKATA: On March 14, 2015 a



group of men climbed over the boundary wall of a convent school in Ranaghat in West Bengal’s Nadia district, overpowered the security guard, and ransacked an almirah containing valuables. The miscreants then raped one of the resident nuns — she was 72-years-old — and vanished into the night. Days



Rafale deal welcome but fleet small: Experts



SUNDAY SPECIAL came two weeks later, once the finger prints helped ascertain the identity of the The Finger Print Bureau is situated in this Kolkata building. accused. Fingerprints have led to after the horrific incident, was grainy closed circuit telthere were no clues on who evision (CCTV) footage and many such breakthroughs. the perpetrators were. All the probe was going noCONTINUED ON PAGE 12 the investigators had to go by where.



쐍



Life a circle



DINAKAR PERI NEW DELHI: The conclusion of



the deal for 36 Rafale fighter jets is a welcome step to augment the capabilities of the Indian Air Force but the number is too small for logistical and operational reasons, say experts. They also agreed that until India can build its own aircraft, the increasing diversity in the fleet cannot be addressed, another cause of concern for the IAF. India and France signed the Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) on Friday, ending negotiations for the direct purchase which began after Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the direct purchase in April 2015.



쐍 DETAILS ON | PAGE 12



ON THE A Kashmiri EDGE: man ducks to cross a barbed-wire barricade near a military base at Braripora, the de facto boundary dividing Kashmir and India and Pakistan. - PHOTO: AP



In Kalahandi, girls dismantle roof for mother’s funeral STAFF REPORTER BHUBANESWAR: Odisha’s Kala-



handi, which was in the news recently when a tribal man carried his wife’s dead body for kilometres for want of transport, has hit the headlines again for the wrong reason. With nobody coming for-



ward to lend a helping hand, four daughters were forced to carry the body of their mother on their head to cremation ground in the Dokripada village of the district’s Golamunda block on Saturday. According reports from the district, Kanak Satpathy, a 75-year-old woman, died after prolonged illness



The Patna man who can’t abandon the abandoned AMARNATH TEWARY PATNA: As Patna celebrated



the three-day International Sikh Conclave, Gurmeet Singh was getting a cotton shirt and trousers stitched, his first in six years. The sexagenarian Sikh, who hasn’t stepped out of Patna for 13 years, is preparing to receive this year’s World Sikh Award in London, having been picked out of 100 entries from all over the world in the category “Sikhs in Seva” by a London based organization, The Sikh Directory. For over 20 years Gurmeet Singh serves food to a patient at the Patna Medical Gurmeet Singh has been visCollege and Hospital.— PHOTO: RANJEET KUMAR iting the lawaris or the aban-



doned patient’s ward of Bihar’s biggest government hospital every night with food, medicine and compassion for poor patients who have no one to turn to. At the lawaris ward patients wait for this Good Samaritan Sikh as someone waits for their angel. On Wednesday night when The Hindu accompanied Gurmeet Singh to the ward in Patna Medical College and Hospital where there were 11 patients waiting for him. There were no signs of a doctor or nurse in the ward which was stinking with streams of urine and pale blood on the floor. A



fetid smell of untouched leftover food given free by the hospital filled the air. In the dimly-lit ward with lime-green walls, the faces of the patients light up when Gurmeet Singh steps in at 9 every night. “He is like God for us,” says Shanti Devi in a white loose dress. She has been in the ward with her infected leg for the last 15 days. “If Sardarji would not have been coming with food and medicine every night many of us have died,” she says, wolfing down fresh bread, vegetable and a sweet Gurmeet Singh has brought.



쐍 THE CARING SIKH | PAGE 9



on Friday night. Following the death, four of her daughters pleaded with their neighbours to help them in performing their mother’s last rites, but to no avail. After waiting for hours, when the daughters saw no help forthcoming, they placed the body of their



mother on a woven cot and started marching towards the cremation ground. With no wood for the funeral pyre, they dismantled the roof of their house for the wood required for the cremation. They did not have any source of living and begged for food in order to survive.



Gujarat flip flops on 10 per cent quota for EBCs MAHESH LANGA AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat gov-



ernment again appeared divided on the issue of providing quota to economically weaker sections among forward castes. After scrapping the implementation of the ordinance providing 10 per cent quota for Economically Backward Classes (EBC), within hours the government came out with another notification cancelling the previous notification. The State’s General Administration Department (GAD) on Friday first directed all government departments to abstain from providing 10 per



cent quota in education and jobs to EBCs. The notification also advised that those who were admitted to jobs and education before August 4 under the EBC category would not be disturbed as per the Supreme Court’s directive. However, the second notification, issued at midnight, cancelled the previous notification. However, the government has held back the drive to recruit over 50,000 employees under various categories till the Supreme Court decides on the Gujarat government’s petition seeking 10 per cent quota for EBCs. ND-ND
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Shattered lives struggle to keep hopes alive



Students hold march against curfews at DU hostels



Days after a 21-year-old was stabbed to death by a stalker in full public view in north Delhi, The Hindu speaks to the families of victims on how they are coping. Page 4



As many as 100 students from different DU colleges came together at the Law Faculty on Friday evening to participate in a night march, shouting slogans of ‘Azadi’. Page 5



FILM REVIEW



Who’s your daddy? Everyone’s favourite, ditzy Bridget Jones, is back in a clichéd but hugely enjoyable entertainer DEBORAH CORNELIOUS



C



inema is a powerful tool of communication and change. It can also be the easiest way to forget your troubles and believe in the impossible. It’s antithetic, yes. But it’s also perhaps the best way to encompass my feelings after watching Bridget Jones’s Baby. Twelve years after the sequel to the first Bridget Jones film released, we’re back to square one, where the previously podgy protagonist is spending her birthday alone. She’s 43 and she’s about to bawl her eyes out listening to Celine Dion’s rendition of ‘All By Myself’. But then in a remarkably self-respectful act, she chooses not to feel sorry for herself and instead pumps her fists and lip syncs to House of Pain’s ‘Jump Around’. Bridget declares, why make the same mistakes over and over again, when she can make new ones? We see a svelte Bridget, proud of her body, strut across the same London Bridge we’ve seen her cross before. It appears that this time around, Bridget is no longer desperate for a man. In spite of the infamous panty scene in the 2001 film or the rainsoaked declaration of love in 2004’s Edge of Reason, Bridget and Mark Darcy (the forever yummy Colin Firth) did not work out. He may have said he likes her just the way she is, but it’s not been enough. And in this case, that much-coveted walk down the aisle has eluded her. In her new man-less avatar, Bridget embraces the hookup culture and has a onenight stand with Jack Qwant (Patrick Dempsey). The American expat, who unbeknownst to Bridget is a billionaire, and has developed a



OM-COM R STAPLE: Yet again, two men vie for Bridget’s attention and she must choose one of them. — PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



★★★ ★★ Bridget Jones’s Baby Director: Sharon Maguire Starring: Renée Zellweger, Colin Firth, Patrick Dempsey Run time: 123 mins dating website that promises to find its users true love based on algorithms. Then a few days later, a chance encounter with her ex, Mark, also results in ‘relations’. And when Bridget finds out she’s pregnant, Bridget Jones’s Baby comes into being. The film is essentially about Bridget navigating the murky waters of telling both the men she’s slept with that she’s pregnant. Further drama ensues when she chickens out on the test that could prove the baby’s paternity. She’s got to deal with two fathers-to-be.



On one hand, Mark is Bridget’s big whale, the one that got away and she’s still pining for him. Then there’s Jack, who’s too good to be true and positive about co-parenting with a sourpuss like Mark hovering about. Like Bridget says, she’s been in love with Mark and could be in love with Jack in the future. So who will she end up choosing? Yet again, two men vie for Bridget’s attention. Only in this film, Hugh Grant’s Daniel Cleaver (assumed to be dead in a plane crash) is replaced by a far more affable American. The third installment to the series starts off promisingly, but in the end it adheres to every other clichéd rom-com out there: a woman needs a husband (who’s madly in love with her) and baby to truly lead a fulfilled life. And then here’s when the second part of the antithetic statement cruelly kicks in. The film’s funny and enjoyable if you can manage to let



it be what it is: pure entertainment. A hilarious scene (one of several) has Bridget and a friend failing to recognise Ed Sheeran at a Glastonbury-like hippie outdoors glamping music festival. They ask for a picture, which the singer mistakes to be a selfie, only to be rudely reprimanded by the women. Also the term geriatric pregnancy — often thrown around in the film — which is apparently legitimate, is downright funny. So don’t pause to think. Throw out every rational thought that says everyone can lead a fulfilled life despite the absence of a romantic partner or marriage. Shut off your brain and enjoy Bridget Jones’s Baby for that satisfying-as-hell romantic ending. True love does exist … on the big screen in this case. And it’s absolutely fun to watch. Just make sure that you’ve taken off those rose-tinted glasses once you’ve left the cinema.



ISBF organises graduation ceremony STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI: The Indian School of Business and Finance (ISBF) organised a graduation day ceremony to award degrees to 54 students of the 201415 and 2015-16 under-graduate batch, and 49 Diploma students of the 201516 batch, at the India International Centre (IIC) here. The chief guest for the programme was Mr.John Ferra, Deputy Director, University of London International Programs while Mr.Jitin Chadha, ISBF founder and director, was the guest of honour. The guests spoke to the students about career building in the fields of business and finance.
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STALKING SYNDROME



Man who ‘blackmailed’ girls with morphed pictures held Accused targeted victims in age group of 9-16; threatened to circulate images STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI: Continuing their



clampdown on online stalkers, the North-West district police have arrested a mobile phone shop owner who used to allegedly morph pictures of minor girls and use them to blackmail the victims. Rajesh Gambhir, 29, allegedly targeted girls in the age group of nine to 16. According to the police, he is involved in morphing photographs of at least 50 girls in that age bracket. Complaint filed The crime came to light when a 15-year-old girl’s father visited the Ashok



Gambhir used to allegedly obtain pictures of girls by randomly typing in names on Facebook



Accused Rajesh Gambhir Vihar police station on Thursday to complain about an unidentified person morphing his daughter’s photographs. The accused had allegedly imposed pictures of the girl’s face on nude photographs of women before messaging them to her via WhatsApp. The girl is a student of



Class IX at a private school in the area and had immediately approached her father on receiving the pictures. “Our probe revealed that the SIM card used for the crime was obtained on fake identity proofs. Sustained eforts led us to nabbing the accused from his home in Kishan Ganj,” said Mr. Singh. To gain access to the Internet without being traced easily, Gambhir would allegedly use SIM cards obtained on the basis of identity proofs of his customers. The mobile phones and SIM cards allegedly recovered from him threw up morphed vulgar photos of this victim as well as several other girls. He also allegedly blocked the phone numbers of the parents of several of these victims as they had repeatedly called him to



cease his behaviour. Modus operandi “Gambhir has revealed that he used to obtain pictures of girls by randomly typing in names on Facebook. “He would save their pictures and impose pictures of nude women on their faces using a photo editing device,” said the DCP. He would then contact these victims through Facebook or WhatsApp. He would threaten to post their morphed pictures on social media if they refuted his demands, the oicer said. The district police have in the recent past arrested a man who allegedly harassed over 1,500 women through vulgar messages and calls and another man who used to harass women by adopting a modus operandi similar to that of the latest case.



Army man in police net for ‘molesting’ minor STAFF REPORTER



Youths request quick service, told to ‘go to Pak.’ SHIV SUNNY



NEW DELHI: A 43-year-old Indi-



an Army oicer has been arrested for allegedly molesting his 16-year-old neighbour in west Delhi’s cantonment area. The incident happened on August 25. The girl had told police that she was seeing of a male friend at a bus stop when the accused, Vijender Kumar, approached her. Since he knew her as his neighbour, he asked her about the male friend she was accompanying. When she refused to answer him, Mr. Kumar allegedly threatened to reveal about the friend to her parents. When the girl ignored him, the accused allegedly followed her till her home. He then molested her, said the police. The victim resisted his act, and rushed home, after which she informed her father, also an Army man. An internal inquiry into the incident was started, but the victim’s father decided to approach the police on Friday. Vijender was arrested on Saturday, and sent to jail, said Surender Kumar, DCP (South-West). He has been booked for molestation and under the Protection of Children from Sexual Ofences (POCSO) Act.



NEW DELHI: Two Muslim



youths have alleged that they were asked to “go to Pakistan” when they requested faster service at a prominent dhaba in Delhi’s Connaught Place on Saturday afternoon. The alleged remark resulted in a scule between the two youths and the dhaba staf. The two parties, however, reached a “compromise” after police intervention. The dhaba manager, meanwhile, accused the two youths of creating a ruckus at the eatery and getting out of the mess by using the hostile situation between India and Pakistan to further their argument. Identified as Salman and Harris, the two are residents of Old Delhi and work for a pharmaceutical company. They were in Connaught Place on Saturday to attend a meeting. The duo visited the dhaba around 3 p.m. to have lunch when the incident occurred. “When I requested quick service after placing my order, one



The alleged remark resulted in a scuffle between the two youths and the dhaba staff staf member, Saroj Das, told me to go to Pakistan if I was in such a hurry,” Harris said. He alleged that his skull cap and beard caused Das to pass the alleged remark. “I have visited the dhaba in the past. On one previous occasion, too, the staf member had passed a similar remark, but I had ignored it then,” he claimed. Other side of the story However, the dhaba manager had a diferent tale to narrate. He alleged that one of the two complainants entered into a scule with the dhaba staf member without any provocation. “He is an old customer and has resorted to violent behaviour even in the past,” he alleged. “Since India-Pakistan rivalry is a hot topic, he has tried to turn the tables on us by making the false



allegations. Over 20 per cent of our customers are Muslims. We are here to do business and have never disrespected the community,” said the manager. The police, meanwhile, claimed that they had responded in time to a PCR call about a “minor argument” between two groups. “The two parties resolved the issue between them and no formal complaint was received from either of them. We have not received any complaint about the Pakistan remark either,” said Jatin Narwal, DCP (New Delhi). Forced to write letter Harris has alleged that he was made to write a letter saying the matter had been resolved. “The police instructed me not to mention the Pakistan issue. The dhaba stafer has apologised, and we have compromised,” he said. The DCP, however, rubbished the allegation saying no attempt was made by the police to bury any part of the incident.



DELHI TODAY



Defence Colony murder: former employee held Gang of robbers busted, 5 nabbed



Music: 48th Sabrang Utsav 2016: vocal recital by Abdul Aziz, Kasur Patiala Gharana; accompanists: Nawab Ali (tabla); Kamaal Ahmad (sarangi); and Zeeshan Ahmad (harmonium), followed by vocal recital by Ustad Mazhar and Jawad Ali khan, Kasur Patiala Gharana; accompanists: Akram Khan (tabla); Liaquat Ali Khan (sarangi) and Zameer Ahmed (harmonium), at C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, India International Centre (IIC), 6:30 p.m. Music: Tabla Shiromani Pt. Gama Maharaj Memorial Festival Day 2: Hindustani classical Vocal recital by Prem Sagar Grover and tabla solo by Nirmal Mondal, at Amaltas Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. Music: 6th Delhi International Jazz Festival 2016; Olega Lundstream group from Russia; IGOR jazz group from Slovenia, Benny & the Jazz Collective from Goa (India), at Nehru Park, Niti Marg, Chanakyapuri, 6:30 p.m. Talk: Swami Durgesananda Ji on “Adi Sankara’s Atma Bodha” at Ramana Kendra, Lodhi Road, 5 p.m. Paintings: Journey of Passion, a show of paintings by Sarnjit Singh, at Convention Centre Foyer India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: “Colour Revelry”, an exhibition of paintings by Amrit Khurana, at Open Palm Court Gallery, India International Centre (IIC), 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Screening: Dharamshala International Film Festival 2015— “The Look of Silence” (Indonesian/2014/99mins) —at Gulmohar Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. (Mail your listings for this column at [email protected])



STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI: A former employee



of a 73-year-old share trader has been arrested for allegedly murdering the senior citizen at his Defence Colony residence on September 14. The body of the victim, R.C. Chukhani, was found by his daughter. The latter had returned home from a market to find that he was not opening the door despite repeated knocks. On entering the house using a spare key, she had found her father lying dead on the



floor. There was blood on his face, and the door of the basement was found open. Apart from the victim’s laptop, the DCR of CCTV cameras installed in the house was found missing. Initially, the police had suspected personal enmity to be the motive behind the murder. But later, two silver bricks worth Rs. 2.5 lakh were found missing from the house locker, indicating that it was a case of robbery. Breakthrough When the police scanned a



CCTV footage obtained from the locality, two masked men were seen entering the house through the basement and coming out around half-an-hour later. The police then obtained footages from nearby localities as well as metro stations. More than 150 CCTV footages were analysed during the probe, said Ishwar Singh, DCP (South). The police concluded that the killers had travelled from UP’s Muzafarnagar via Shadara, Kashmere Gate, Central Secretariat and La-



jpat Nagar. “They have used diferent modes of transport such as metro, bus and auto before and after the crime so that they could not be caught,” said an investigator. One of the accused, Rahul Kumar, was arrested from his hometown in Muzafarnagar on Friday. Since he was aware about the financial status of the victim, he decided to rob and kill him, said the police. Rahul was helped in the crime by one person, who is absconding.



STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI: A gang of robbers,



who allegedly fired indiscriminately on four men while looting two grocery stores in east Delhi last week, have been arrested. The incident happened in Kalyanpuri on September 18. Armed with guns, six of them barged into the shops and began robbing cash. However, their plan went haywire when the shop owners drew the attention of locals.



Finding themselves surrounded by a mob, the robbers begun firing indiscriminately, leaving four persons injured. The arrests were made on Friday based on a tip-of that two of the accused— Hashim and Subham— could be nabbed from Sector 12 in Noida. At their instance, three other members, Vivek, Reshu and Kirti, were also arrested from Noida. The hunt is on for the remaining accused, who has been identified. All the accused



are aged between 19 years and 20 years. The robbery plan was allegedly devised inside Haryana’s Bhondsi Jail, where some of these accused persons were lodged in connection with another robbery case. History of involvement The accused are involved in several robbery and firing incidents reported from east Delhi, Ghaziabad and Faridabad over the last four months, said Rishi Pal, DCP (East).
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Days after a 21-year-old was stabbed to death by a stalker in full public view in North Delhi, Shiv Sunny speaks to relatives of victims on how they are coping



Their daughters gone, fear still stalks families KARUNA’S MURDER



MEENAKSHI’S MURDER



‘Her sister is scared that they will come after her next’



‘I have to stay alive to ensure justice for my daughter’



Family says they will do anything to keep victim’s cousin-sister, a witness to the murder, safe



Family using all means to keep victim’s unwell mother alive so that she can tell her story in court



NEW DELHI: Karuna’s brutal



NEW DELHI: Usha was unable to



murder on a busy street in Burari may have left her father Naresh Kumar emotionally battered and bruised, but it hasn’t made him lose his sense of right and wrong. His resolve was on display when residents of his north Delhi locality went about showing intimate pictures of the accused killer, Surender Singh, with several other women. The crowd was trying to show Surender as a man who “changes girlfriends as frequently as he changes his clothes”, but Mr. Kumar tries to stop them. “Have some heart for the women in those pictures. They are married and have children. Their reputation will be maligned,” Mr. Kumar tells the youth. Mr. Kumar’s concerns for the other women arise from the way the media has discussed his daughter’s murder. “Many newspapers and TV channels showed pictures of Karuna with Surender and tried to downplay the murder. How does



She is in a state of shock and has not eaten anything since the incident. She believes Surender’s friends will target her now to eliminate the witness



BWU protests police inaction in kidnapping case



watch more than a few seconds of the CCTV footage of Karuna’s murder that was being broadcast by most news channels on Tuesday. The video reminded her of her own daughter’s brutal murder, under similar circumstances, last year. Her 19-year-old daughter, Meenakshi, was returning home from the local market in Central Delhi’s Anand Parbat on July 16 when her alleged stalker, a neighbouring 22-year-old youth, repeatedly stabbed her for protesting lewd comments passed at her.



Karuna (above), her father Naresh Kumar and brother (right). Naresh says he will use the money he saved for Karuna’s education to get her justice. PHOTOS: SHIV SUNNY their friendship [that apparently ended last year] reduce the gruesomeness of the murder,” questions the angry father. Will keep her safe Mr. Kumar believes this was done at the behest of Surender’s father, a retired Delhi Police sub-inspector. He refuses to believe news reports of Surender’s father claiming he had disowned his son some years ago. Karuna’s brother Manish says the family now fears retaliation from Surender’s family once the media attention shifts. That, he says, has made the family determined to ferociously protect Karuna’s cousin sister, who was a witness to the brutal murder. The woman was accompanying Karuna to school when the attack took place. She had tried to dial the police, but was pushed away by the killer, causing her phone to fall.



“She is in a state of shock and has not eaten anything since the incident. She has been sufering from fever and is too scared to go to work,” says Manish. The woman fears that she will be attacked too. “Some friends of Surender in Burari had been updating him about Karuna’s movements for months. She believes they will target her now to eliminate the witness,” says another uncle, Vinay. Mother blames herself Meanwhile, Karuna’s mother, Rama, who has barely spoken or eaten anything since the murder, only keeps repeating that she erred by “compromising” with Surender’s parents after they begged for forgiveness



on behalf of their son around five months ago. In May, Surender had accosted Karuna near the GTB Nagar metro station and tried to attack her with a beer bottle. “I should have pressed for my daughter to go ahead with a FIR. I never believed Surender could turn out to be a killer. I am responsible for my daughter’s death,” says Rama. For justice Karuna’s father says his daughter had wanted to become a nurse and had been pestering him to arrange her admission into a nursing course. “I had promised to save money for her course by next year. That money I will use for the legal battle to ensure justice for my daughter,” says Mr. Kumar.



Prime witness “My daughter was killed right in front of my eyes. I thought the hue and cry about women’s safety after my daughter’s death would have changed the situation in the city. But when I saw the Burari murder on TV, it immediately reminded me of Meenakshi’s death. I could not watch it,” says Usha. The alleged killer and his brother are currently in jail,



I am the prime witness in the murder case. I have to protect myself to ensure justice for Meenakshi. So I restrict myself to the four walls of my home



SACRIFICE: Meenakshi’s mother Usha, sister Heena and father Raj Kumar. The father, who is suffering from cancer, has decided to forgo his own medication to make sure Usha has enough money to fight the case in court. PHOTO: SHIV SUNNY but for Usha and her family, fear has lingered ever since the murder. Only one goal: justice Regular visits by police have prevented the killer’s mother from issuing threats, but the family feels threatened due to the behaviour of the accused’s relatives, who live in the same neighbourhood. “I am the prime witness in the murder case. I have to protect myself to ensure justice for Meenakshi. So I restrict myself to the four walls of my home so that I am alive to give evidence in court,” says Usha. Her husband and daughter



WATER TANKER SCAM



Cooling down



ACB asks Mishra to join investigation



STAFF REPORTER



STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI: Activists from the



Blind Workers Union (BWU) gheraoed the Delhi Police headquarters on Saturday to protest against what they called negligence, apathy and indiferent attitude shown by the cops in taking action to find the kidnapped four-year-old boy of a blind couple. BWU said that the couple had gone to the New Delhi Railway station on September 15 to drop of a relative. There a woman began following them — something which is evident from the station’s CCTV footage, which also shows the woman pick up the couple’s child and take him away. ‘Indiferent attitude of police in case’ “The parents immediately approached the New Delhi police station where an FIR was lodged. However, given their poor economic status, the local police have taken a very laid back attitude in the case. No proactive measures were taken to trace the child despite the CCTV footage. The parents are not being informed of the current status of the investigation. The couple is extremely poor. This is a clear example of the indiferent attitude the Delhi Police shows when handling cases of poor people and persons from unprivileged background,” said BWU president Ramnath Singh. The group said that the couple had approached the Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) to intervene in the case, but no action has been taken so far. BWU activists also submitted a memorandum to the Delhi Police Commissioner demanding a probe into the police-traicker nexus.They also demand that the tainted police personnel should be immediately suspended and cases under relevant sections should be registered against them. CM YK



have the same goal. “I have left my husband and decided to live with my mother so that she feels safe,” says Meenakshi’s sister, Heena. But the biggest sacrifice has been made by Meenakshi’s father, Raj Kumar. The family had received compensation of Rs.10 lakh, including Rs.5 lakh from the Delhi government, after the teenager’s murder. Mr. Kumar works at a local footwear-manufacturing unit and sufers from cancer, but he has decided not to spend the money on his medication. “We have spent almost Rs.2 lakh on the treatment of my wife, who sufered from tu-



NEW DELHI: The Anti-Corrup-



tion Branch (ACB), which is probing an alleged water tanker scam in the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), has asked Water Minister Kapil Mishra to join the investigation in the case. The Minister had written to the anti-graft unit questioning the slowness of its probe. A case was registered by the ACB in June regarding the alleged Rs. 400-crore water tanker scam linking former Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit. “We have sent a letter to DJB chairman Kapil Mishra to join the probe as he is a complainant in the case,” a senior ACB oicer said. Mr. Mishra quipped in a tweet that he has received a “love letter” from the ACB. The ACB has received two complaints — one from Mr. Mishra and another from BJP leader Vijender Gupta — related to the ‘scam’.



MAJESTIC: A white tiger at the National Zoological Park on Saturday. PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR



Mr. Mishra, who was earlier questioned by the ACB in connection with the scam on July 4, said that he had already furnished all the details sought by the agency. “That day I was questioned for several hours like an accused by seven AntiCorruption Branch oicials. I had provided answers to all the questions orally as well as in writing,” Mr. Mishra said in his reply to the ACB letter sent to him on September 22. ‘Doubt intentions’ The Minister said that as a complainant he “doubted” the intention of the ACB, which he said was under “pressure” to register an FIR against Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. “The fact-finding committee report does not mention Mr. Kejriwal. It does clearly mention Ms. Dikshit as an accused. But questions are always asked about Mr. Kejriwal.”



Car dashboard injuries rising, victims must take precautions: docs BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN NEW DELHI: Vehicle



dashboard injuries are a matter of growing concern and can cause major problems such as alignment issues and trauma, said doctors at the Indian Spinal Injuries Centre (ISIC). Noting that accidents are on the rise in the city, experts said: “Depending on the type and severity of the car crash or collision, these injuries can result in serious, far-reaching physical and mental health issues. It is important to educate people so that in case of an accident, injury is minimised.” As per the World Health Organisation (WHO), road traic injuries are a leading



cause of death among young people between the ages of 15 and 29 years globally. According to data released by the Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, there is one death every four minutes due to an accident and 20 children under the age of 14 die every day due to vehicle crashes. Body trauma An automobile accident can happen in diferent ways: impact can occur from the front, rear, or side. Most road accidents cause extensive orthopaedic injuries, along with traumarelated mental health problems. Of all the automobile-related injuries,



knee injury as a result of twisting of the leg is most common. A ‘dashboard knee’ is caused when the bent knee



of someone sitting in the front seat slams against the dashboard. This may happen even if the car is travelling at 20



km/h. Besides pain and swelling, this can lead to strain or tears in major ligaments and trauma to the joint. In fact, one of the strongest ligaments in the body — posterior cruciate ligament in the knee — often gets damaged, said doctors. “The driver may sufer injuries if his head strikes the steering wheel, windshield, or the dashboard, especially if the car rolls. While minor head injuries heal with time, a hard hit against the dashboard may cause fractures in the head, or even result in traumatic brain injury. Accidents can also cause injuries to the neck, spinal cord, and back. Also, injuries to organs



(kidney, liver, etc.) and psychological injuries (stress, anxiety, and trauma) are becoming common,” said Dr. Maninder Shah Singh of ISIC. Features like airbags and seatbelts prevent direct contact of the upper body with the dashboard during accidents. However, most cars in India do not come with airbags — it is considered a ‘luxury safety’ facility. If you have been involved in an accident and are experiencing symptoms such as swelling, joint pain, or even diiculty balancing while standing or walking, it is important to consult a specialist and undergo the required tests.



berculosis and heart-related ailments. My focus is to keep Usha alive and leave her with enough money to be able to fight the court case,” says Mr. Kumar. ‘Nothing’s changed here’ The parents rue that their daughter’s death has not changed the situation in their locality. “Women are still eveteased and molested by local youth, who wait in our narrow streets through the day. The police kept a check on such elements for the first month after Meenakshi’s murder, but after that the situation is back to normal,” says Usha.



New Rashtrapati Bhavan museum to open on Oct. 2 STAFF REPORTER DELHI: The New Rashtrapati Bhavan Museum Complex is going to be thrown open to the public from October 2. The complex, which now includes the Garages Museum and Clock Tower in addition to the Stables Museum, will be open all days from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., except Mondays. Entry and exit for visitors will be through Gate No. 30 on the Mother Teresa Crescent Road. Visits can be booked online at www.presidentofindia.nic.in. The registration charge is Rs.50 per head, children below 8 are exempt from charges.



NEW



District Jail of Rohini launches health drive STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI: Authorities of the



District Jail of Rohini have launched a drive on Saturday to get health consultation done, from specialised doctors, for its inmates. The health camp took place at the jail where over 800 inmates had the opportunity to undergo medical check-up by specialists from Saroj Super Speciality Hospital. The programme is part of the jail administration’s scheme to keep the inmates fit and healthy apart from regular medical consultations being provided in the jail premises. “Most of the inmates required dermatologist and orthopaedic attention. Everyone is not strong enough to stand loneliness and the tough routine of jail. These things afect one’s metabolism and therefore such health irregularities are expected,” said Rakesh Sharma, superintendent of Delhi Prisons. ND-ND
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Students hold night march against curfews at DU hostels DEEPAK REDDY NEW DELHI: As many as 100 stu-



dents from diferent colleges of Delhi University came together at the Law Faculty on Friday evening to participate in a night march, shouting slogans of ‘Azadi’. The march was organised by Pinjra Tod, an autonomous women’s collective across universities in Delhi, which has challenged the universities to build more hostels for students and to allocate them at affordable rates, besides doing away with curfews that bind women’s lives. Pinjra Tod had organised a similar protest last year as well. The march started from the Faculty of Law and went through the streets of Vijay Nagar before ending at the Vijay Nagar T-point. The participants demanded the implementation of a



SPEAKING UP: The march demanded implementation of a UGC circular on prevention of sexual harassment and to abolish curfew timings in hostels for girls. PHOTOS: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT UGC circular on prevention of sexual harassment and to abolish curfew timings in college hostels for girls. Students’ speak Nikita Ahalyan, a secondyear student at St. Stephen’s College, said: “We are against the curfew timings imposed by the DU college hostels. It is not a question of choices, the structure itself is caged. Tonight, we are raging



against the structure, we are raging against the cage.” When asked about the curfew timings, she said, “It difers in all colleges. Some women college hostels close at 8.30 p.m. while some coeducation colleges extend the timings up to 10 p.m. We can’t say that one hostel is better than the other because, ultimately, we are being locked up.” Devika Shekhawat, a final
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year student, said, “We want to show that we are being locked up and seen as diabolic sexual beings. We are citizens of the country and not supposed to be locked up. We took out this night march as a platform to show our outburst. College hostel authorities are treating us like cattle. They let us go in the morning and lock us up in the evening. We are an important part of the economy and should be given equal importance.” Anuba, a graduate from Sri Venkateswara College, said: “There are unreasonable restrictions in the college hostels for girls. The university library is open till midnight, but girl students are locked up at 8 p.m. because of which we lose access. It is clear discrimination. Some hostels for girls have, in fact, removed bolts from the doors, leaving them with no privacy.”



RCR metro is now Lok Kalyan Marg station STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI: From Sunday, the



Race Course Metro station will cease to exist. The station has now been renamed Lok Kalyan Marg Station, reflecting the recent change of nomenclature of the road it owes its name to. The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has started the process of renaming the station and the first thing to be replaced are the signboards. Change from Sunday “The change would be visible from Sunday,” said a senior DMRC oicial.



The Race Course Road was recently renamed Lok Kalyan Marg by the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) in a high-level meeting that was presided by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. The iconic road was named after the Delhi Race Course, which was established in 1940. The road is also known for a complex of bungalows that have housed India’s Prime Ministers since 1984. The Race Course Metro station is located near the Prime Minister’s oicial residence. While the signboards are easy to replace, it is the change in software that might take some time.



Stephen’s alumni plea on college dhaba NEW DELHI: Alumni of the St. Stephen’s college have threatened to boycott the alumni meet in October if an eatery in the institution’s premises, which was closed in February this year, is not reopened. Sixty-five-year-old Rohtas, who was loved by



generations of Stephen’s alumni for his samosa and gulab jamuns, which he sold at an eatery on the campus, died in February due to tuberculosis and pneumonia. The college administration had then decided to close the dhaba. “(The) dhaba is an



institution. It was closed after Rohtas passed away. The alumni not only organised a condolence meeting for him but also requested the administration to reopen the dhaba. However, it remains closed till date,” said a statement from the



Association of Old Stephanians, an alumni group not oicially recognised by the college. “The principal has invited all the alumni for a get together on October 8 and we have decided not to go if the dhaba is not reopened,” it added. - PTI



BRIEFLY



First suspected dengue death in Gurgaon GURGAON: In a suspected case of first dengue death in the Millennium



City, a 14-year-old boy died at Columbia Hospital here on Saturday morning. Tushar Sharma was brought to the Emergency ward of Columbia Asia Hospital, Palam Vihar, on September 23 after being referred by a local nursing home of the area. He was admitted to the ICU as a case of suspected dengue shock syndrome in view of positive NS1 Card test. “The patient was in critical condition with multiple organ failure. He was bleeding from nose, oral cavity and internally in the abdomen. All possible measures were taken to save the precious life. Unfortunately, despite best possible treatment, the patient succumbed to his illness at about 06:18 a.m. on September 24, 2016," said Dr. Ashish Chandra, general manager, Columbia Asia Hospital. Gurgaon has seen an unprecedented number of cases of patients with high fever and joint pain this year. A total of 68 dengue cases have been reported from the city hospitals -- 49 patients from Gurgaon and 19 from outside. Doctors fear the number of dengue cases may increase in the weeks to come. Chief Medical Officer, Gurgaon, Pushpa Bishnoi was not available for comments. - Staff Reporter



Grandmother arrested for beating children NEW DELHI: A 58-year-old woman has been arrested for allegedly beating her two grandchildren at their home in east Delhi’s Krishna Nagar. The victims, an eight-year-old boy and his five-year-old sister, have been rescued and sent to a children’s home. The children had lost their mother a few years ago. Their father is unwell and admitted to a city hospital. In the absence of their parents, the children were under the care of their grandmother. On Wednesday, some neighbours entered the house and saw the woman badly thrashing the children, allegedly for taking some money from her without her permission. They called the child helpline number and informed about the situation. “We have arrested the grandmother today (Saturday),” said Rishi Pal, DCP (East), adding the alleged ill-treatment was limited to slaps and scolding. - Staff Reporter
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Karnataka to seek more time to release Cauvery water SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



BENGALURU: Karnataka Chief



WREAKING HAVOC:Water at the Edupayala Durga Bhavani temple in Medak . — PHOTO: MOHD ARIF



Nine die as rain pounds Telangana for the third day State nearly paralysed as roads are flooded SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT HYDERABAD: At least nine persons are reported dead as heavy rains pounded several districts of Telangana for the third consecutive day on Saturday. With Medak, Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Warangal, Nalgonda, Adilabad and Khammam witnessing heavy rain, life in the State was paralysed to a large extent. Reports reaching the State capital said six deaths had occurred in Medak district alone in the last 24 hours. One Pundalik Rao (60) of Nagoor in Kangti and Pradeep (28) of Siddipet died due to a wall collapse. Srinu (32), native of Antwar near Narayankhed, Mujahid (14) of Hoti (B) in Zaheerabad mandal and Prashant (14) at Aroor in Sadashivapet mandal were washed away in local streams. Bhaskar (35) of Kondapaka mandal headquarters died after falling into an overflowing pit. People living in low-lying areas were put on high alert due to overflowing rain water. As a precautionary measure, oicials vacated the villagers at Etigaddasangam in Sadashivapet mandal and stationed them



NDRF rushes to the rescue of Hyderabad STAFF REPORTER HYDERABAD: The Army and



the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) swung into action on Saturday to join the rescue and relief operations in the worst afected areas of the greater Hyderabad region. The Army oicials met senior oicials of the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation and got information on at the Atmakur High School. At many places, the water flowed over roads and bridges. The authorities have been erecting barricades to arrest the movement of people at areas where flood water is flowing. In another incident, a mother and son were reportedly washed away in the flood of Nawabcheruvu in Velpur mandal when the car in which they were travelling



the ground situation. They set up a control room in GHMC headquarters for better coordination. Eight task force teams of the Army were deployed in Malkajgiri, Alwal, Hakeempet and Nizampet. According to the GHMC, there are 24 lakes in its limits which are overflowing. The water levels in Hussainsagar continued to be above the full tank level. was caught in water on Friday night. As the water entered the engine, it halted in the flood and on the advice of the driver they got down and tried to walk down the road. The victims, identified as Priyanka and her child Harshith, were returning to their village Padigal after attending a function. Priyanka’s husband is away in Dubai. Eforts are on to trace the bodies.



Minister Siddaramaiah, who was in Delhi on Thursday to discuss the Cauvery water issue with the Congress high command, also obtained clearance to re-induct senior leader K.J. George into the Ministry, sources said. It is learnt that the Chief Minister is keen on allocating the Bengaluru Development and Town Planning portfolio to Mr. George, who represents the Sarvagnanagar constituency in the city, and is seen as part of the Chief Minister’s inner circle. Mr. George had to step down from the Ministry following allegations that he had a role in abetting the suicide of Dy.SP M.K. Ganapathy in July. With the re-induction of Mr. George on Monday, the Siddaramaiah Ministry will reach its maximum size of 34, and there will be no scope for further expansion. The principal Opposition BJP has threatened to step up protests, opposing the re-induction of Mr. George.



BENGALURU: The Karnataka



K.J. George Former Law Minister and BJP leader Suresh Kumar said the decision showed that the CID probe was a “mere eyewash”. The Opposition has also refused to accept the clean chit given by the CID and demanded a CBI probe into the case. Ganapathy, who committed suicide on July 7, 2016, in a video interview with a Madikeri news channel, said he had faced harassment at the hands of Mr. George and two senior IPS oicers, A.M. Prasad and Pronab Mohanty. This had led to a political storm, with the Opposition demanding that Mr. George step down.



government will on Monday move the Supreme Court seeking more time to release Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu. It will ask for a modification of the interim order to be permitted to account water before the end of the season in January next, and not on September 27. Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Saturday brought this to the attention of Prime Minister Narendra Modi through a letter, enclosing a copy of the resolution passed unanimously by the Karnataka legislature on Friday that Cauvery water will not be drawn for any purpose other than drinking. The move of the State, aimed at buying time and not being seen as “defiant” by the court, in efect, means Karnataka will not comply with the Supreme Court order, directing it to



Siddaramaiah writes to Modi; encloses copy of resolution passed unanimously by legislature release water at the rate of 6,000 cusecs to Tamil Nadu till September 27. Mr. Siddaramaiah reiterates in the letter that “the government has no intention to disregard any of the orders of the honourable Supreme Court.” The State legal team is expected to file an application in the Supreme Court on Monday and submit the legislature’s resolution. This is to inform the court “in advance” of the State’s inability to follow its directive. The team headed by Fali S. Nariman held a meeting in Delhi and prepared a strategy to be adopted before the apex court, which will hear the matter on September 27. Mr. Siddaramaiah held



detailed discussions with Water Resources Minister M.B. Patil, oicials of the department and legal experts. To plead inability Government sources said the State would plead before the Supreme Court to apply the principle of “live and let live” to Karnataka to ensure drinking water to people residing in the Cauvery basin, including Bengaluru. All four reservoirs had 27.6 tmcft of water. A quantum of 24.11 tmcft of water was required for drinking water purposes till the end of May 2017. Sources said with the backing of the BJP, the State government had decided to put pressure on the Modi government to not take steps to form the Cauvery Management Board, as instructed by the apex court. The government was also planning to a take a delegation to the Centre.



Hero’s welcome for paralympic gold medallist SYED MUTHAHAR SAQAF SALEM: ‘Golden boy’ T. Mar-



iyappan, who created history by winning the high jump event in the just-concluded Rio Paralympics, arrived to a rousing reception at his Periavadagampatti village, about 40 km from Salem city, on Saturday. Mariyappan, who arrived in Chennai on Friday, reached here by road. He was received by V. Sampath, District Collector, along with a host of senior oicials at the Thoppur check-post on the Salem-Bengaluru national highway. The Collector presented a shawl and bouquet to him lauding his achievement. Saroja, Mariyappan’s mother, gave a warm hug to



Mariyappan’s village in Salem wore a festive look with giant flex-boards adorning every corner her son as he got down from the car. A visibly moved Saroja said she had reposed faith in her son and he had not failed her. At Teevattipatti town on the national highway, hundreds of men, women and children gave Mariyappan a warm reception. They surrounded his vehicle and raised slogans hailing his achievement. The enthusiasm among the youth was such that the police had a diicult time dispersing the crowd. The movement of ve-



ROUSING RECEPTION: Villagers celebrate Mariyappan’s return to Salem on Saturday.— PHOTO: E LAKSHMI NARAYANAN hicles on the highway was affected for a few minutes. The police led Mariyappan to a waiting van. Atop the van, while Mariyappan waved to the crowd holding a bunch of national flags, his mother accepted the greet-



ings with folded hands. He was then taken in a procession to Periavadagampatti village. People from the surrounding villages, his friends, relatives and sports enthusiasts followed Mariyappan’s van in cars, auto-



rickshaws and two-wheelers. A large number of people lined up on both sides of the road as the convoy made brief stopovers at villages along the route. They moved close to the van to take selfies with Mariyappan. As the convoy reached Periavadagampatti village after covering a distance of nine km in a little over an hour, more than 3,000 people of the village and surrounding areas greeted him. The local people, particularly women, positioned themselves at vantage points to catch of a glimpse of their hero. The village wore a festive look. Giant flex-boards and banners displaying the portrait of Mariyappan were found in every corner of the tiny village.
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The Maratha conundrum Groundswell of support for quota agitation puts Fadnavis govt. on notice ALOK DESHPANDE SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE MUMBAI/PUNE: On July 13, a 15-



year-old girl in Maharashtra was alleged to have been brutally gang-raped and killed by three men who were drinking liquor to celebrate the purchase of a motorcycle. When her body was found by her villagers, who were mostly from the Maratha community, her private parts had been mutilated, her hair pulled out by hand, and her hands and teeth broken. She did not make it to the hospital alive. The incident happened in the Kopardi village of Ahmednagar district, around 300 km south east of Mumbai, and shocked the State. All three men were arrested a few days later, but the latent anger prevalent among the Maratha community since the previous Congress-NCP government passed a law in 2014, giving the community 16 per cent reservation in education and jobs, without transgressing on OBC reservation, was evident. Last-ditch sop The law was widely perceived as a last-ditch sop by a government on its last legs, intended to appease the politically influential Maratha community. Not much had happened since then, but when the rape-and-murder came to light, Kopardi became a powder keg for the community to agitate. The community decided — surprisingly without the support of any political party or any leader such as Hardik Patel in Gujarat who is leading the reservation agitation for



AMU polls: Students take out silent march ALIGARH: A group of AMU students on Saturday took out a silent march to press their demand for holding Students Union election as scheduled after the varsity authorities put it of indefinitely citing “disturbing situation” on the campus. The protesters, including the candidates contesting the polls, also staged a dharna outside the Vice Chancellor’s residence. They have rejected the university’s proposal for holding elections at a later date. “We have been denied our democratic right on the ground that external elements have entered the campus and could vitiate peace,” a spokesman of the protesting students said. “The entire responsibility of screening those who enter the campus lies with the university and district authorities. Why should we pay the price if the authorities have not been able to shoulder their responsibility,” he asked. The varsity authorities had on Wednesday put of the elections, earlier scheduled to be held on September 26, citing “disturbing situation” due to the participation of expelled students and “criminals” during the poll campaign. Meanwhile, university’s spokesman said another special meeting of the Executive Council is being held to review the report of the five member committee. which was appointed on Thursday to resolve the matter. - PTI



Akali sarpanch’s husband, son held MOGA: The Punjab police on



Saturday arrested an Akali sarpanch’s husband and son, who allegedly assaulted a pregnant nurse at a private hospital here for refusing to give them preferential treatment and making them wait to get their patient admitted. “We have today arrested Paramjit Singh and his son Gurjit Singh. They were on their way to Moga," Moga DSP Jaspal Singh said. The incident occurred in Bagha Purana town on Thursday when Paramjit Singh, husband of Akali sarpanch Daljit Kaur, and their son Gurjit, came to the hospital along with a patient and the nurse, Ramandeep Kaur, told them to wait to get the person admitted. — PTI CM YK
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NATION Gold bar robbery case accused re-arrested in another case



Naveen rejects Centre’s panel on Mahanadi water row



AIZAWL: The Special Investig-



ation Team (SIT) of the Mizoram Police, constituted to probe the robbery of smuggled gold bars worth Rs.14.5 crore in December last, has re-arrested five of the accused in a two-year-old attempted dacoity case, the police said on Saturday.



RALLYING FOR A CAUSE: Demonstrators from the the Maratha community marching in Amravati last Tuesday. They are demanding reservation in education and employment. — PHOTO: S SUDARSHAN the Patidar community — to hold silent rallies (“muk morcha” in Marathi) across the State. Such has been the groundswell since the first rally in August that the Devendra Fadnavis-led BJPShiv Sena government has had to sit up and take notice. “These rallies are like a Maratha Arab Spring,” says Praveen Gaikwad, who heads the Sambhaji Brigade, a vocally pro-Maratha outfit that is said to be behind the rallies, even though there is no oicial “organiser.” “The notion gaining currency in the media is that political leaders or parties are behind it. This is wrong. On the contrary, several of them are attempting to take credit now that these agitations have struck a chord across



Maharashtra.” Marathas are among the most influential communities in the State, accounting for about 34 per cent of Maharashtra’s population. Since the formation of Maharashtra on May 1, 1960, Maratha Chief Ministers have governed the State for around 30 years. The State’s cooperative sugar movement, easily one of the strongest agricultural lobbies in the country, influences politics like no other industry does and is dominated by Marathas. Milk cooperatives, and cooperative banks, too, wield a large influence in State politics as well as policymaking. Both these industries are run primarily by Marathas. One of the first rallies,



held in Aurangabad district on August 10, was the turning point. Locals said they expected only 5,000 people. More than a lakh turned up, thus setting the template for future ‘silent agitations’ that have only grown in strength. The Aurangabad rally was held after the authorities denied permission for a rally in Mumbai. Women leading protests Almost every silent rally is led by women and they account for nearly 30 per cent of the protesters. Their demands: implementation of the reservation law, amendment to the Prevention of Atrocities against SC/ST Act, and death penalty to the accused in the Kopardi case.



In Patna, a Sikh who serves the abandoned AMARNATH TEWARY PATNA: Every night on his



white scooty Gurmeet Singh leaves his small garment shop in the busy Chiraiyatand, buys food packets from a roadside “Radhe Krishna” eatery, near Gandhi Maidan, stops at Braj Ballabh Ghosh, a wheel cart sweet shop at the busy Ashok Rajpath. Sometimes Gurmeet buys eggs instead of sweets for a “change of taste”. With his bag full, he enters Bihar’s largest government hospital, the Patna Medical College Hospital



and heads straight to the lawaris “abandoned” ward to serve the poor and neglected. Gurmeet Singh, who has been chosen for this year’s ‘Sikhs in Seva’ award by the London-based, annually published ‘The Sikh Directory’ has been serving the inmates of the ward for the last 20 years. Then he goes through the prescriptions of the patients and jots down the names of expensive medicines which he will buy. Gurmeet has lost count of the number of times he has donated blood for



them. This is his unwavering routine. “Now, the doctors have told me not to donate blood anymore as it will be dangerous for my health…my son and other relatives donate. But sometimes when emergency comes, how can I not?” he says simply. But as November 19, the day he will receive the award in London nears, Gurmeet is worried. Who will take care of the patients when he is away? And how will he speak? As he puts it, “I do not know English, Sir!”



Re-arrested However, the five accused who were re-arrested were released on bail, DIG (Northern Range) LT Hrangchal told PTI. The five, including former commandant of 39th Battalion of Assam Rifles Col Jasjit Singh, were arrested again yesterday in a case of attempted highway robbery near the Bungbangla area under Bawngkawn police station on the night of December 13, 2015. Four civilians The gold bar robbery was carried out on December 14, 2015, and Col Jasjit Singh, eight other AR personnel and four civilians were allegedly involved in it. No response from CBI Though the State government had issued a notification, handing over the case to the CBI on June 14, the agency was yet to make any response. The SIT has been making eforts to submit the charge sheet against the accused soon. - PTI



PROTEST OVER MAHANADIPolice WATER: personnel standing at the barricade near the State Assembly in Bhubaneswar on Saturday. - PHOTO: BISWARANJAN ROUT STAFF REPORTER BHUBANESWAR: The Naveen Pat-



naik government has rejected an expert committee constituted by the Union Water Resource Minister to resolve the Mahanadi River water dispute between Odisha and Chhattisgarh. “Two days ago, our State government received a letter from the Union Water Resource Ministry informing about the constitution of an expert committee to look into the Mahanadi issue without instructing Chhattisgarh to stop construction,” Mr. Patnaik said while replying to eight-hourlong discussion on Mahanadi River water dispute that concluded in the State Assembly on Saturday. “We reject the proposal as it does not stop the construction by the Chhattisgarh government and the helpless Union Government,” Mr. Patnaik announced.



Amarinder for ‘limited retaliatory action’ against Pakistan CHANDIGARH: Punjab Congress



chief Amarinder Singh on Saturday demanded that India must go for “limited retaliatory action” against Pakistan for “abetting” and “sponsoring” the terror attack on an Army camp in Uri of Jammu and Kashmir. “While the nature and type of retaliation should be decided by the Army, it must at no cost let the perpetrators of the terror attack go unpunished,” he said. Speaking to mediapersons after flagging of 13 campaign vehicles here, Capt. Am-



arinder Singh said that though he is a strong advocate of people-to-people contact as common men on both sides want peace and cordial relationship, that does not mean our Army should let the killing of our soldiers go unpunished. “It is a question of maintaining the morale of our Army and that is non-negotiable,” he said. Eighteen soldiers were killed when Jaish-e-Mohammed terrorists attacked an Army camp in Uri in Kashmir on Sunday. - PTI



“The sinister designs of the BJP-led Chhattisgarh government to unilaterally construct barrages upstream of the river Mahanadi, some of which have already been constructed to supply water to industrial projects by by-passing technical and environmental clearance of the Government of India by terming these projects as minor irrigation projects,” the Chief Minister said. “It is also learnt that Chhattisgarh has prepared a master plan for utilising almost 120 per cent of the utilisable water available from their catchment. These plans of Chhattisgarh will seriously impact the Mahanadi basin,” he told the House. ‘Centre taking sides’ He lashed out at the NDA government saying for obvious political reasons it was blatantly taking sides with the BJP-led Chhattisgarh government. “These narrow political



considerations in this sensitive inter State issue jeopardise the interests of Odisha.” Mr Patnaik said the State government was taking action on administrative and legal fronts to protect rights with regards to Mahanadi water sharing. Opposition Congress and BJP termed the reply of the Chief Minister as unfortunate and condemnable. “Mr. Patnaik has not tabled his statement either as Leader of the House or as Chief Minister. He exhibited narrow politics as president of Biju Janata Dal,” charged Narasingha Mishra, Leader of the Opposition, outside the Assembly. Similarly, BJP leader Pradip Purohit said there was nothing new in the Chief Minister’s reply except scoring some political brownie points. The Chief Minister did not even forward any proposal regarding strategy to solve the Mahanadi River water dispute, Mr. Purohit said.
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One-dollar labs for the ‘citizen scientist’ MacArthur ‘Genius’ grant recipient Manu Prakash’s body of work is geared towards empowering scientific research with inexpensive devices JACOB KOSHY



F



rugality, crafting inexpensive knock-ofs and making do with little may be the ethos of India’s pharmaceutical industry, its manufacturing sector and the spirit with which our scientists conduct their research but an Indianorigin bio-engineer at Stanford University has just won one of America’s grandest prizes — the MacArthur ‘Genius’ grant — worth Rs.4 crore for designing a $1 microscope.



AROUND THE WORLD A nanoparticle tattoo A temporary tattoo made of antioxidant nanoparticles to help control a chronic disease PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT maybe on the anvil, according to scientists at the Baylor College of Medicine, U.S. Their study in the journal, Scientific Reports, shows that nanoparticles modified with polyethylene glycol can be made to behave like T and B cells, the main kinds of cells in the immune system, and employed to fight disease. Administering the nanoparticles like a tattoo could also ensure that these foreign bodies don’t stay in contact with the body longer than required. That could be a plus for patients with autoimmune diseases like multiple sclerosis. T and B lymphocyte cells and macrophages are key components of the immune system. But a drawback is that they frequently destroy even healthy cells. Using soluble nanoparticles could help T cells sift the harmful from neutral cells. — Science Daily



Smoking’s ‘legacy’ Smoking leaves its “footprint” on the human genome in the form of DNA methylation, a PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT process by which cells control gene activity, according to a study. Even after someone stops smoking, the effects of smoking remain in their DNA. The new findings in the journal Circulation: Cardiovascular Genetics suggest that DNA methylation could be an important sign that reveals an individual’s smoking history, and could provide researchers with potential targets for new therapies. — Science Daily



Towards do-it-yourself science Manu Prakash from Rampur, Uttar Pradesh and an engineer from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, has made a name for fashioning ingenious devices that make the essence of science — observation and experiments — accessible to those who can’t aford expensive instruments. His best-known is the ‘Foldscope’, a microscope that can be fashioned out of paper that comes pre-fixed like in a jigsaw puzzle set. Most of these kits have been distributed free so far and the aim is to have it cost less than a dollar. The kits come with a glass slide that can be slipped into the do-it-yourself microscope and can be used to check for microbes in a soil or water sample, closely observe the anatomy of a water lily or the striations of an earthworm. Another of his inventions, according to a press statement from the MacArthur Foundation, is a sticker-like microfluid chip that can be used to collect thousands of nanolitre-sized droplets of saliva from mosquito bites in order to test for pathogens. Dr. Prakash also re-



HELLO INDIA: “India has been an early adopter of his devices.” Picture shows a Foldscope workshop held in India, in December 2015. — PHOTO: DEPARTMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA cently demonstrated a novel diagnostic tool, a “water computer”, which involves building a computer out of tiny air bubbles travelling in a microfluidic channel. India has been an early adopter of his devices. The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) has signed a Rs.1.5-crore agreement with the Prakash Lab at Stanford University to procure 10,000 Foldscopes that could then be given to schools, col-



leges, forest field oicers and help encourage an interest in field observation and research. Already workshops with schools, students and colleges in Delhi, Guwahati and Kaziranga (Assam) have enthused students and teachers, says Shailja Gupta, a DBT oicial who coordinates the Foldscope programme. “I’ve used it, my daughter likes it. The charm of the device is that anyone can use it to see their surround-



Manu Prakash’s best-known creation is the ‘Foldscope’, a microscope that can be fashioned out of paper that comes pre-fixed like in a jigsaw puzzle set



ings diferently… the microbes on your food for instance,” she says. Earlier this year, Dr. Prakash’s lab came up with a new device that modifies a child’s toy, whirligig, into a device called a ‘paperfuge’ that — he and his colleagues claimed in a June research paper — could be used to “isolate malaria parasites in 15 minutes from whole human blood”. The device can be used to separate pure plasma in less than 90 seconds. Just what India needs Expanding the materials used could mean new kinds of devices that don’t need electricity to develop point-of-care diagnostics, especially in resource-poor settings, the
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Transforming wound care



Weighing in on activity trackers W



A ‘sixth sense’ gene With the help of two young patients having a unique neurological disorder, scientists PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT have discovered that a gene called PIEZO2 controls specific aspects of human touch and proprioception, a “sixth sense” describing awareness of one’s body in space. Mutations in the gene caused the two to have movement and balance problems and the loss of some forms of touch. Despite their difficulties, they both appeared to cope with these challenges by relying heavily on vision and other senses, according to a study published in the New England Journal of Medicine. The two patients in this study are unrelated, one nine and the other 19 years old. — Science Daily



SMART DRESSING: Modern sensing technology along with wireless radio frequency communication technology is poised to make significant advances in wound management, helping health-care professionals improve the quality of life of patients with chronic wounds. Parameters such as moisture, pressure, temperature and pH inside the dressings are indicative of the healing rate, infection, and wound healing phases. Picture shows an electronic sensor and a wound dressing on a legform at Urgo’s research and development centre in Chenove near Dijon, central eastern France. French group Urgo develops high-technology solutions in wound management. — PHOTO: AFP



Women’s cognition explained Research published this week in the journal Psycho neuroendocrinology shows that PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT depending on the phase of their menstrual cycle, women use different cognitive approaches to solve problems. Hormone levels do not reduce or increase ability; they simply change the way problems are approached. When subjected to a controlled study that involved playing a video game to test spatial navigation and taking certain standardised memory tests, researchers found that women who were ovulating performed better in memory tasks, such as memorising lists of words. Women in their pre-menstrual phase (mid/ late luteal) were better at solving the spatial navigation trial. — Science Daily



DEMYSTIFYING SCIENCE What is the iKnife? Cancer detection techniques, during surgery, have become good enough to pinpoint a tumour but neither images nor the human eye can quickly tell apart healthy and unhealthy tissues. That’s where the iKnife comes handy. Based on electrosurgery — a technology around since 1920s that employs electric current to heat up the tissue that needs excision — the iKnife can detect precisely which tissue needs removing, and which should stay. The iKnife system consists of an electro-scalpel that causes the tissue to vaporise as it is being cut, leaving in its wake a trail of smoke that is normally sucked away by extraction systems. But by connecting the iKnife to a mass spectrometer — a device that detects the chemical composition of objects and materials — and pumping the smoke toward it, the vapour can be “captured” and analysed for its chemical make-up. By matching the results to a reference library, the surgeon can see which type of tissue it is within 3 seconds and decide if it needs to be removed. Being able to do so not only ensures that the whole tumour is taken away but it also reduces unnecessary tissue loss, leading to better outcomes for patients. CM YK



paper added. India accounts for over 17 per cent of the world’s population while spending less than 1 per cent of the world’s total health expenditure. The healthcare expenditure stands at 4.1 per cent of its GDP, which is among the lowest in the world, and dealing with challenges like these requires afordable interventions, something that both public and private healthcare experts have repeatedly emphasised through the years. “If there were more devices like Prakash’s, there’d be uses for them that we can’t yet envisage,” says Ms. Gupta, adding, “We are exploring options like a manufacturing facility to scale up these devices.” Dr. Prakash’s approach to engineering allows a wider range of professionals to become so-called ‘citizen scientists’ and bring new facts about nature and solutions to technical problems to the fore. The Foldscope allows images of samples to be relayed via an app to a central site that stores information, about an intriguing microbe or a new earthworm or the beginnings of a new plant infection from a place that may be otherwise inaccessible to scientists. “It certainly isn’t a replacement for the lab microscope,” says Vibha Narang, coordinator of the Botany Department, Atma Ram Sanatan Dharma College, Delhi, “but we saw a lot of enthusiasm among school students.” Her college was part of a workshop organised by the DBT and Dr. Prakash to explain the Foldscope. “But for collecting samples during a field trip or a quick survey, I think this is a very handy device,” she adds.



RESEARCH



Sepsis fight gets smarter, cheaper Bengaluru team finds novel and economical way to prevent the condition



earable activity monitors can count your steps and track your movements, but they don’t, apparently, help you lose weight. In fact, you might lose more weight without them. The fascinating finding comes from a study published recently in the Journal of the American Medical Association that found dieting adults who wore activity monitors for 18 months lost significantly fewer pounds over that time than those who did not. The results suggest that activity monitors may not change our behaviour in the way we expected and raise interesting questions about the tangled relationships between exercise, eating, our willpower and our waistlines. There have been tantalising hints in a few



Gretchen Reynolds



R. PRASAD



R



esearchers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore have demonstrated a cheap and eicacious way of neutralising bacterial endotoxins in blood that cause sepsis. It involves administering a protein into the body of mice. The protein (bactericidal/permeability-increasing protein or BPI) was produced using a novel process. The results were published in the journal Scientific Reports (September 20).



Life-threatening Sepsis, a life-threatening condition,is triggered by an infection that very quickly spirals out of control and is a major cause for concern among high-risk patients. Sepsis develops when the body mounts a very strong assault on an infection. This results in a cascading efect that causes inflammation in the entire body. It finally ends up as multi-organ failure and death. There is a high mortality rate of 30-50 per cent associated with sepsis. Though the BPI protein, which neutralises the endotoxin that causes sepsis, is produced in the body, suicient quantities are not produced to quench the endotoxins when sepsis sets in. Therefore, it is necessary to introduce suicient quantities of BPI protein externally. Currently, recombinant human BPI, which is used for treating sepsis induced by lipopolysaccharides (LPS), has a few shortcomings — the half-life is short and it is prohibitively expensive. To address these shortcomings, a team led by Prof. Dipshikha Chakravortty, the corresponding author of the



BREAKTHROUGH: Prof. Dipshikha Chakravortty (left) and Arjun Balakrishnan. — PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT paper — and from the Department of Microbiology and Cell Biology, IISc — turned to gas nanovesicles produced by Halobacteria. The nanovesicles are inert in nature and so do not evoke any immune response in humans. Nanovesicles produced by bacteria are easy to purify and so dramatically reduce the production cost of recombinant BPI. The Bengaluru team along with Prof. Shiladitya DasSarma from the University of Maryland, U.S., cloned mouse BPI protein in the Halobacterium gene so that when the bacteria produced nanovesicles, the BPI protein was expressed on the surface of the vesicles. “BPI’s stability gets enhanced when expressed on the surface of the nanovesicles probably because it is anchored to the nanovesicle membrane,” says Prof. Chakravortty. The mouse BPI expressed on the surface of nanovesicles showed antibacterial activity. To test the eicacy of BPI expressing nanovesicles from preventing sepsis,



the 50 mice were first injected with nanovesicles and then challenged with sepsis causing LPS and galactosamine. “All the mice treated with BPI survived, while only two mice in the control group did not die,” says Arjun Balakrishnan, the first author of the paper. However, when BPI expressing nanovesicles were administered along with or after sepsis causing LPS treatment the mice did not survive. “This suggests that BPI proteins should be administered before sepsis sets in so that it is present in the circulatory system to clear the sepsis-causing endotoxin,” says Prof. Chakravortty. “Cytokine storm will set in within minutes of septic shock. So nothing can be done once sepsis sets in.” “The therapeutic use of BPI produced in Halobacterium to combat septic shock may be promising from the standpoint of both safety and eicacy,” says Mr. Balakrishnan. The team is now planning to undertake trials in larger animals.



studies recently that new technologies such as wearable activity monitors, which tell us how much we are moving and how many calories we have burned during the day, might help some people to drop pounds. Those studies, however, had typically been small scale and short term, so it was still unclear how much activity monitors might aid in weight loss. So for the new study, University of Pittsburgh scientists from the Physical Activity and Weight Management Research Center and their colleagues gathered almost 500 young, overweight men and women who wanted to lose weight. The recruits ranged in age from 18 to 35 since, presumably, these younger volunteers would be familiar with and competent using technologies such as activity trackers and any learning curve would be slight. The volunteers were weighed and their general health and fitness assessed. Then, for the first six months of the study, the volunteers followed a straightforward, lowcalorie diet designed to



PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



provide steady weight loss and were urged to start moving more, aiming for at least 100 minutes of moderate activity each week. They kept daily food and exercise diaries and attended weekly counselling sessions. By the end of six months, everyone had lost weight. And then the actual experiment began. The scientists now divided their volunteers in half. One group was told to start logging their daily exercise sessions onto a study website. The others were given a monitor designed to be worn on the upper arm that would track their physical activity and provide feedback about whether they were achieving goals for step counts, calorie expenditure and so on. “We were pretty confident” that the volunteers in the group using the activity monitors would exercise more, monitor their calorie intake better and lose more weight than the people in the selfmonitoring group, says John Jakicic, a distinguished professor in the department of health and physical activity at the University of Pittsburgh and the study’s lead author. After 18 months — and two years after the beginning of the study — all of the volunteers returned to the lab to repeat their measurements from the start. But in fact, the data from the monitors show that those wearing the technology generally exercised less than those in the other group. Dr. Jakicic and his colleagues hope to conduct follow-up studies. — New York Times News Service
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The problem with Lionel Shriver’s speech



G



The writer, who says that fiction writers should be able to shape any character without being accused of cultural appropriation, is someone who tries on hats and shoes and doesn’t see the hands that made the hats and shoes not an identity; sure, we don’t want to be stereotyped according to race either, but who is Lionel Shriver to tell us that?”



NISHA SUSAN



A couple of weeks ago, Lionel Shriver, best known for her book We Need to Talk About Kevin, decided to call a spade a double-edged sword. That is, she stood up to give the keynote speech at the Brisbane Writers Festival and defended at length cultural appropriation. The example of political correctness taken to a craycray extreme that she gave? Some students at Bowdoin, an American college, being reprimanded for ethnic stereotyping by their peers and the administration for throwing a tequila-themed party in which miniature sombreros were handed out. She complained that, “those who embrace a vast range of “‘identities’” — ethnicities, nationalities, races, sexual and gender categories, classes of economic under-privilege and disability — are now encouraged to be possessive of their experience and to regard other peoples’ attempts to participate in their lives and traditions, either actively or imaginatively, as a form of theft.” She herself had grown up with parents who bought her sombreros and was also happy for anyone to borrow her German-American heritage and wear lederhosen. After all, Shriver argued, it is the writer’s job to step into people’s shoes and wear other people’s hats. Uf, so silly, was the intended takeaway of her speech. The complexities of race Like many other people, I read Shriver’s speech and clutched my head in embarrassment on her behalf. It was a lot like listening to some pleasant male acquaintance suddenly spouting of about how women have made it so diicult for men to speak nowadays by constantly accusing them of sexism. And then he talks for the next 40 minutes (continuously barking at whoever tries to end the embarrassment, “let me finish”). Shriver wasted a tremendous opportunity to talk of what it is to be a hugely successful writer of GermanAmerican heritage at a time



ILLUSTRATION: SATWIK GADE



when debates about race and ethnicity have received a big boost. Within two weeks of the sombrero incident that Shriver spoke of so scathingly, Ta-Nehisi Coates, MacArthur ‘Genius’ award-winning author of The Beautiful Struggle and Between the World and Me, wrote simply and briefly about cultural appropriation in an essay about an interview with the distributor of the new biopic of Nina Simone. The movie distributor, Robert Johnson, patently disses Simone’s descriptions of darkskinned African-Americans having a more diicult time than light-skinned African Americans. Coates writes, “Johnson apparently believes Simone was making all of this up. ‘You think Rosa Parks’ pain was less than Nina’s when she had to endure not sitting on a bus?’ he said. Beyond being thick-witted, this is text-book appropriation — actively profiting from an experience while denying the experience actually exists.”



As we sort out our own feelings about where we are with caste, race, gender and disability, as we educate ourselves, there are bound to be many moments of acknowledging our own privilege



For someone actively trying to understand the complexities of race in 2016, there are Coates and dozens of other subtle-minded, witty, and stylish writers to read. And someone who just wants to make ‘heh-heh, these people are making a mountain out of a molehill remarks’, they can go in search of sombrero incidents in small colleges. Someone who is interested in why the sombrero party ticked of the students, a writer interested in other people’s hats for instance, would enquire what message it sent out to the college population when two members of their student government went to a sombrero party, when the same college had already recently witnessed a ‘Cracksgiving’ party where students dressed up as Native Americans and a party themed ‘gangster’ where students dressed up in black fashions. Students of colour in this particular college have complained also how fed up they are of having to spend all their time responding to racist behaviour of various scales. This complaint was then mirrored at the Brisbane Writers Festival after Shriver’s speech where a panel was formed swiftly of three writers



of colour. Suki Kim, a writer on this panel, wrote at length later about everything that happened at Brisbane including her sense of being deployed for reparations by the festival organisers because she was Korean-American. An irony more bitter since the heft of Shriver’s blunt instrument was that everyone can and should shed identities such as ‘Asian’ or ‘person with disability’. What happened to Kim later was illustrative for writers interested in cultural appropriation or race or life. Kim went to the private writers’ lounge where she was bored to death by two white men who complained among other things of how one’s book on Afghanistan wouldn’t have got a bad review if someone hadn’t made the mistake of assigning it to an unqualified Pakistani woman. (Kim doesn’t mention names but I did jasoosi and am gleefully guessing it was Rafia Zakaria, lawyer, political philosopher and author of The Upstairs Wife, who wrote a sceptical review of Rod Nordland’s The Lovers in The New York Times.) So Kim was bored, fed up, but responded with her own experiences of racist hier-



archy as a writer in festivals, still trying to Educate Whitey. To her shock, Nordland then wrote up things she said in this private conversation for an article in The New York Times, subtly hinting that Shriver was a victim in a world full of unreasonable people such as Kim. When Kim naturally objected to being quoted without her knowledge, The New York Times Public Editor reviewed it and concluded that Nordland shouldn’t have done it. But in this piece, the Public Editor says in passing that Kim “considers herself a journalist as well.” Here is Kim’s bio: “She is a contributing editor to the New Republic and an investigative journalist and novelist. Her New York Times bestselling book of narrative nonfiction, Without You, There Is No Us: Undercover Among the Sons of North Korea’s Elite, is about her time undercover in Pyongyang living with the future leaders of North Korea.” What do you consider Kim? Kim writes that the worst of the Brisbane experience was “the sight of a white woman who has had great literary success playing the victim. It was the arrogance with which she declared that being Asian is



Privileged and the victim Shriver is someone who tries on hats and shoes and doesn’t see the hands that made the hats and shoes, the sun that shone on the heads that wore the hats, the roads that the shoes took. But mostly Shriver is someone who didn’t stop to think that giving the keynote speech as a bestselling white American woman at a literary festival is an opportunity to talk about a million other things other than, “I am so pained that nowadays I have to stop to think occasionally before shooting my mouth of.” It’s not very diferent, like I said earlier, from the young and old men in India who are feeling victimised, or let’s be honest, feeling prepared to be victimised in the near future. I don’t want to count the number of conversations I’ve had recently with alarmed men who feel that their public or private behaviour with women in the past may now be ‘misinterpreted’ or even be ‘considered sexual harassment’. How can I be natural any more, they ask? It’s okay if you are not natural, is always my reply. Your being natural is what got us all here. As we sort out our own feelings about where we are with caste and race and gender and disability, as we educate ourselves, there are bound to be many moments of acknowledging our own privilege as well as some moments of feeling like someone else’s political correctness is too extreme and someone else’s is not enough and ours like the Baby Bear’s is ‘just right’. If you are sincerely on the job, you will have moments of not feeling right at all, discomfort, and an unfamiliar sense of being in the wrong. When you have this feeling, lie down and don’t give a keynote speech. Or take a cue from Amani Al-Khatahtbeh, editor-inchief of MuslimGirl.com. In June 2016 at a panel at the White House’s United State of Women Summit, Al-Khatahtbeh was asked, “How do we empower the people we call the voiceless?” She replied, “Pass the mike.” Nisha Susan is a writer and co-founder of the feminist magazine ‘The Ladies Finger’.



HELP



What is really bad news ARCHANA NATHAN



When Yale University invited Rwandan President Paul Kagame to deliver the annual Coca-Cola World Fund Lecture on September 20, it predictably provoked protests on the campus. Students said they did not want a leader who was accused of violating human rights and stifling free speech in his home country on their campus. The university, also predictably, exalted him on its Web page: “Kagame has received recognition for his leadership in numerous areas, including peace building and reconciliation, development, good governance, promotion of human rights and women’s empowerment, and the advancement of education and information and communications technology...” The reason I say that both these reactions are predictable is because of the two Rwandas that Anjan Sundaram writes about in his book Bad News: Last Journalists in a Dictatorship: “One for its visitors and another for its citizens”. Sundaram writes: “[It’s] a world in which the streetlights seemed wonderful signs of progress, another in which they were frightening.” Kagame, he tells us, would go to any length to show the outside world that Rwanda is a picture of progress. And what better way to do this than by choking freedom of expression within the country? Sundaram, a journalist who has reported from Central Africa for publications such as The New York Times and the Associated Press, writes about the Kagame regime between 2009 and 2013 when he was invited to become a tutor for a journalism programme funded by Britain and the European Union for Rwandan journalists. Bad News is the story of how Sundaram lost his students one by one. These students were print journalists who wrote for leading publications of the country, and Sundaram watched in despair as they fled the country in fear, or were crippled, broken, or driven to insanity because of a recurring cycle of fear engineered by Kagame’s rule. One of his students was imprisoned for 17 years for writing that “some Rwandans were unhappy with the country’s rulers” — just one telling example of close scrutiny of the media and what it could lead to in Rwanda. Several newspapers have been shut down in Rwanda under Kagame’s regime. Sundaram takes the reader swiftly to the heart of Kigali. We discover that no one, however scared, dares to speak or act against the nation. This is a Rwanda controlled by fear, where people clench their teeth and cry. It is a world where all news has to be good news about Kagame. Rwanda is where George Orwell’s 1984 is executed to perfection. Yet Kagame’s Yale visit shows that all the world is a stage for it. [email protected]



THE BOOK



IN MY HAND Amitava Kumar I’m currently reading Nothing Ever Dies by Viet Thanh Nguyen. It is about the way in which Vietnam is remembered. We just learned last week that it is on the non-fiction longlist for the National Book Award. I’m on my way to Boulder, Colorado, for the JLF at Boulder Literature Festival. I’ll be on a panel with Viet Nguyen. The last book I read was his Pulitzer Prizewinning novel, The Sympathizer.I haven’t yet read The Year of the Runaways by Sunjeev Sahota, a book praised by many people I like. I have it sitting on my desk at home. Amitava Kumar is the author of ‘Lunch With a Bigot’, ‘A Matter of Rats’, and ‘Nobody Does the Right Thing’, among other books.



Jairam Ramesh At the moment I am reading Roger Paulin’s biography of August Wilhelm called The Life of August Wilhelm Schlegel, Cosmopolitan of Art and Poetry. Schlegel is the founder of German Indology. I last read Einstein and the Quantum: the Quest of the Valiant Swabian by A. Douglas Stone. It is science writing for the layman at its best and has a wonderful chapter on Satyendra Nath Bose. Next I’d like to reread the collected works of D. D. Kosambi, the greatest polymath we have produced in the 20th century. Jairam Ramesh is a Congress Rajya Sabha MP and the author of ‘To the Brink and Back: India’s 1991 Story’, among other books.
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INTERVIEW



‘People are interested in what you found out’ Journalist-writer Nick Davies explains the art of turning an investigative story into a book Actually people are more interested in what you found out than in how you found that out. But in the case of the hacking, it is bit like a Hobbit, the little guy going after the big dragon. The book publishers also want that little story, of the Hobbit going after the big guy. You have to write that as well, what is going on behind the scene.



Over the past four decades, British journalist and writer Nick Davies has earned a reputation for challenging the authority of prevailing narratives and setting new standards in investigative journalism. From fighting for a black man wrongly convicted for rape-murder in the U.S., to playing a key role in WikiLeaks, to taking on Rupert Murdoch’s media empire in the U.K. with the story about phone hacking by journalists at News of the World, Davies has one of the most celebrated careers in contemporary journalism. He is also the author of bestselling books, including Flat Earth News and Hack Attack: How the Truth Caught Up with Rupert Murdoch, that help explain the challenges for the media today. Excerpts from an interview to Josy Joseph:



How do you write a book about the way you scooped a major investigative story? You must have done at least a hundred stories into the telephone hacking by the Murdoch newspapers in the U.K.? How did you then write a book? It actually becomes diicult. When you are trying to do that, you end up with two diferent narratives. One is the story of how I got the story. My researcher and I interviewed about 30 people who worked for News of the World. If you just stick with the narrative of



Is that something you struggled with every time you wrote a book? How much of you should be in a book? I think writing a book is difficult. I find it very hard work, it takes many months.



How much does it actually take you to write a book once you have all the material in place?



File photo of Nick Davies in Hyderabad. PHOTO: MOHAMMED YOUSUF the story about how we got the story, those 30 interviews are split up over the whole book. That is not enough. So you then pull them together with what is going on in News of the World, the Scotland Yard, what is going on in the government, what is going on in Murdoch’s company, etc. I wrote a book about that [Hack Attack]. It has got a funny structure, because one chapter is us trying to uncover the story, the other chapter goes back in



time into what was happening. You know George Clooney is trying to direct a movie based on the book. And he has got a writer working on it, and I know the writer will immediately run into the same problem. Is this the story about Nick getting the story, or is it about the story — it is a conflict.



Is it the first time that you came across such a dilemma?



Two years. I don’t necessarily have all the material in place when I start writing. But to do the research and writing, for all of the books I must have taken about two years. I may have done some other work alongside. I find it very hard work.



Do you have a certain time when you write most? Many writers speak of early mornings as their favourite time. How do you plan your day, especially since you live in a farm away from London? I work best in the mornings, when my mind is sharpest. I may also work during the af-



Some pieces in The New Journalism inspired me in trying to get close to subjects and write powerfully



you make progress, you find there are even more things which you need, so the research keeps expanding until you reach a point where you call a halt.



ternoon, but it is never as productive. Then I try not to work in the evenings, because there is a danger that you just get tired and maybe even bored, so then the quality of the work will sufer. Writing a book can be hard work, involving a lot of intense thinking. It’s important to stay mentally sharp, so you have to sleep well, exercise well, eat well — and not work all the time.



The very first book which I wrote, called White Lies, which is about a little town in Texas where a black man is sentenced to death for raping and murdering a white girl. He is innocent, and the crime was in fact committed by two white men. There are amazing characters in it — it has got a beginning, a middle, and an end. It is a powerful story.



When you start writing your book do you retrace your entire work, as in do you go back to interviewing the same people who had spoken to you for the original stories? Or do you do additional reporting to better stitch together the Hobbit part of the investigation, your story? If I am writing a book on a subject which I have already written about in the paper, then I would gather together all of the material I have found while working for the newspaper and then decide what extra material I would need to produce the book. In some case, that might involve going back to people I had already spoken to. And then usually, as



Which amongst your own books is your favourite?



And some of your favourite books? There is something I read when I was starting out, which was a collection of articles that was published under the heading The New Journalism, edited by Tom Wolfe, who had been a journalist and became a novelist. There are some really, really interesting pieces in there. It is about a particular way of writing, using the techniques that a novelist uses to write a true story. So you are using dialogue, and you are establishing characters, sometimes you are writing facts through their eyes like a novelist does. Some of the pieces in The New Journalism inspired me in trying to get close to subjects and write powerfully. ND-ND
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Neglect may wipe out finger print bureau An expert described how a couple of years ago a murder was solved with only one fingerprint. When miscreants broke into the house of an elderly woman who lived alone in Birbhum's Bolpur. nobody had seen them enter the house. The police could find no evidence, there were no suspects. The Finger Print Bureau was called in and they found that the house had been wiped almost clean of any fingerprint traces. Except a single fingerprint on the door. Additionally, it was found that the victim had lent a big sum of money to a local businessman. The fingerprint did not match his, but the police were able to find similar samples at his residence, which led to the case being solved and the hired killers were eventually arrested in Delhi. The West Bengal’s finger print bureau, considered one of the oldest in the world, was set up in 1897 by



Edward Richard Henry, who served as the Inspector General of the Bengal Province and later went on to head the Metropolitan Police in London. Understafed Though Bengal records more crimes than U.P. and Bihar, the Bureau, crammed into mere 400 sq feet in Bhawani Bhavan, headquarters of State CID with only eight staf, is nearly moribund. A retired former director of the Bureau heads the unit as Oicer on Special Duty (OSD), assisted by a senior finger print expert. Five sub inspectors and one inspector, trained to do the work of experts, complete the list. The sanctioned strength? According to experts it is 41 — 12 senior finger print experts, 28 junior finger print experts, and one director. A proposal has been sent to the State government for an Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS), likely to cost a few crore.



Rail tarif regulator plan may face delays The Railways’ estimated losses in passenger segment mounted from Rs.6,159 crore in 2004-05 to over Rs.30,000 crore in 2015-16, primarily due to sharp increase in input costs and no commensurate increase in fares over the same period. The authority’s proposed mandate was setting passenger and freight fares, ensuring fair play for private investments in railway infrastructure and setting eiciency and performance standards. Policy-making, operations and maintenance, financial management and compliance of safety standards would not



fall under the purview of the regulator, as per the proposal. “The regulators in other sectors have to deal with various industry players. But the Indian Railways is a public monopoly and a regulator for this sector requires a diferent approach,” the oicial argued. The Railways’ concept note on the rail regulator, dated January 1, had argued that even the Pension Funds Regulatory and Development Authority or PFRDA became functional through an executive order in 2003 but the PFRDA Act was passed a decade later in 2013.



Court warrant against Ananda Krishnan “It is ordered that the trial of the appearing accused, that is, Dayanidhi Maran, Kalanidhi Maran, Messrs Sun Direct TV Pvt. Ltd. and and Messrs South Asia Entertainment Holdings Ltd. be segregated from the trial of accused Ralph Marshall, T. Ananda Krishnan, Astro All Asia Networks Plc. and Maxis Communications Berhad,” Mr. Saini said. “It is further ordered that an open and perpetual warrant of arrest be issued against Ralph Marshall and T. Ananda Krishnan, as prayed by the prosecution,” he said. Mr. Saini issued the warrants on an application by the CBI. The CBI had sought issuance of the warrants after four summons against the two accused in the past four years were returned unserved. The CBI had chargesheeted the eight accused in August 2014. The court took cognisance of it the same year in October. The charge sheet accused Dayanidhi



Maran of criminal conspiracy and making illegal pecuniary gain for himself in the deal.It alleged that the former Minister had entered into a criminal conspiracy with T. Ananda Krishnan and coerced C. Sivasankaran, owner of Aircel, to sell his shares to Mr. Krishnan allegedly in lieu of investments in Sun Direct TV Pvt. Ltd., promoted by Kalanidhi Maran. The probe agency argued before the court that there was no option left for the prosecution but to approach the INTERPOL for issuance of a Red Corner Notice against the accused, and for this an open warrant of arrest against the two accused from this court was required. South Asia Entertainment holdings Limited, an accused in the case, opposed the CBI plea, submitting that the prayer for warrants was not justified as non-service of summons could not be attributed to the acts or omissions of the accused.



Rafale deal welcome but fleet small: Experts They say until India can build its own aircraft, the increasing diversity in the aircraft types cannot be addressed



Congress seeks to puncture holes



DINAKAR PERI NEW DELHI: The conclusion of



the deal for 36 Rafale fighter jets is a welcome step to augment the capabilities of the Indian Air Force but the number is too small for logistical and operational reasons, say experts. They also agreed that until India can build its own aircraft, the increasing diversity in the fleet cannot be addressed, another cause of concern for the IAF. India and France signed the Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) on Friday, ending negotiations for the direct purchase which began after Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the direct purchase in April 2015. Just 2 squadrons in service The deal, interestingly, does not have an optional clause, which means the IAF will have just two squadrons in service. “India needed a potent deep penetration aircraft for diverse roles and we decided that 36 were enough,” one defence oicial observed on the rationale. Air Vice Marshal Amit Aneja (retired) said the deal was long overdue as “time has a premium” but questioned the rationale of only 36 aircraft as “it is not a sustainable number for a viable force of such a platform.” “There will also be sub-utilisation of the skills developed by the workforce due to the limited numbers,” he noted. “The Mirage deal was a success story and that should have served as a template,”



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



FACING FLAK: A file photo of a French Rafale fighter jet. India and France signed the InterGovernmental Agreement on Friday, sealing the deal for its direct purchase. — PHOTO: AFP the former Mirage pilot added. India has in batches procured three squadrons of Mirage 2000 fighters from France. Cost of customisation The deal for 36 aircraft is valued at € 7.87 bn or about Rs. 1,630 crore per plane and it included the spares, weapons, maintenance and performance guarantee for five years. Air Marshal M. Matheswaran, former Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence Staf, observed that the Rafale was an exceptional aircraft in a multirole capability but conceded that it was a relatively expensive aircraft. The average cost of the ba-



He castigated the leaders of Pakistan for failing their own citizens and instead of addressing Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, the Prime Minister sought to speak to the Pakistani people, asking to them to demand from their leaders an explanation on why when “our two countries, which got independence almost at the same time, have traversed diferent paths, it has seen us (India) export soft ware and Pakistan export terror.” "Every time there is a terror attack, it appears that either the terrorist has come from Pakistan or like Osama Bin Laden has sought asylum there,” he said. In an acidic jab at Mr Sharif, he said the latter's speech "had been written at the behest of his masters, the terrorists, to serenade Kashmir.” CM



“I want the people of Pakistan to ask their leaders about the fact that Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) is with you, why haven't you been able to handle it? What about Pakhtunistan, you haven't been able to handle it; there are insurrections against the government in Gilgit Baltistan and Baluchistan, you haven't been able to handle it. Once, Bangladesh was part of your country, you couldn't handle it. Please handle your own home rather than look across the border,” he said. Pat for security forces He devoted a significant portion of his speech on the Indian security forces and their record of fighting terror, assuring them that “1.25 billion Indians back our men in uniform”.



sic aircraft is € 91 million or about Rs. 680 crore and the 36 jets include 28 single and eight trainer variants. Air Marshal Matheswaran observed that India had a lot of technological requirements that it wanted incorporated, which would push up the cost as it involved design change. “€8 bn looks huge on the face of it but the increase in cost is because of two things, significant weapons package and the customisation,” he told The Hindu on Saturday. Of the € 7.87 bn, about € 1.7 bn alone has been earmarked for India-specific modifications, he stated. However, he observed that the original Medium Multi-



Role Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) tender was cleared for $ 10.5 bn for 126 aircraft and stated that the French Air Force acquired its first Rafale at € 55 million per aircraft. To look for cheaper option Air Marshal Matheswaran said the IAF had a need for 200 aircraft of this type but the government had decided that this was what we could aford and now would look for another cheaper option to fill the remaining numbers. One retired oicer observed that the deal seems to have been guided more by “political prudence than operational requirements.”



NEW DELHI: The Congress on Saturday sought to puncture holes into the Rafale deal the government signed a day earlier, seeking to know how defence requirements would be fulfilled by buying just 36 aircraft? “During the UPA, we had planned to buy 126 aircraft to strengthen the Indian Air Force, which was an urgent operational requirement considering security situation in the country,” Congress leader and the former Defence Minister A.K. Antony said, wondering why only 36 aircraft were being bought. “Is it enough to meet operational requirement of the IAF which has a sanctioned strength of 42 squadrons and.... at present there are just 32 squadrons?” Suggesting that more aircraft were necessary for the operational requirement of the air force, he expressed the fear that the squadron available with the IAF by 2022 would be reduced to 25. This happened a day after India signed a €7.87-billion (approx Rs. 59,000 cr.) deal with France for purchase of 36 Rafale fighter jets. Mr. Antony also demanded that the government make public details of the final contract. Congress leader and the former Union Minister Man-



A. K. Antony ish Tewari sought to know details of the pricing of the aircraft. Mr. Tewari asked whether it was true that when the UPA left, the nonnegotiated price of the Rafale was in the range of Rs.715-crore per aircraft and what has been finally negotiated for the 36 aircraft was Rs. 1600-crore per aircraft, which amounted to a 123 per cent escalation? ‘Serious concerns’ “There are serious concerns that have been raised by the people who follow the entire gamut of defence and strategic afairs. So, isn’t it incumbent on the government to clarify or putting everything out in the public domain?” Mr. Tewari said. Mr. Antony said the absence of any provision of technology transfer in the deal would escalate costs for India. He rued that the idea of ‘Make in India’ in the original plan had also “gone” in the present deal.



Will seek asylum, says Uri attack hijacks U.P. poll discourse another Baloch leader SMITA GUPTA



KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE NEW DELHI: A number of Baloch activists and leaders staying in Europe could approach India to seek asylum if the host countries tried to deport them to Pakistan, leader of the Free Balochistan Movement, Hyrbyair Marri has said. Mr. Marri said he could also seek asylum in India like Baloch Republican Party leader Brahumdagh Bugti, if his present host, U.K., turned hostile in future. “I have been staying in Britain for some time but Britain is increasingly coming under the influence of Pakistan, especially on the issue of Balochistan. I will seek asylum from India or the U.S. or some other reasonable country that is not under Pakistani influence, if the U.K. plans to hand me over to Pakistan or creates diiculties before me,” Mr. Marri told an Urdu media outlet. Mr. Marri is the second major Baloch leader after Mr. Bugti to declare his intention to seek asylum in India. In 2015, Free Balochistan Movement reached out to India to seek support and appointed a Baloch residing in Delhi as its representative. Pakistan has accused Mr. Marri and Mr. Bugti of leading insurgency movements in Ba-



Hyrbyair Marri lochistan that they both refute. Mr. Marri said India should consider providing educational opportunities for Baloch activists as many of them have been denied education in Pakistan due to their political leanings. “We are particularly concerned about those Baloch brothers who have been denied asylum by various European countries. We are trying so that they receive asylum in India or some other country,” he said. ‘Not secessionism’ Mr. Marri said seeking of asylum does not amount to Baloch secessionism as Balochistan has been a free land even before Pakistan was created in 1947. Mr. Marri’s declaration comes days after Mr. Bugti revealed his negotiation with Indian diplomats on seeking asylum in India. Mr. Bugti and Mr. Marri are representatives of two of the biggest clans in the Baloch society.



ALLAHABAD: It is lunchtime at the Allahabad High Court. In one of the many lawyers’ chambers, a group has congregated. The conversation is desultory till someone mentions the situation on the Pakistan border where 18 soldiers of the Indian army were killed a week ago. The decibel level immediately rises and the lawyers are split on what the government should do: rush in and smash Pakistan, or think things through. One particularly agitated lawyer shouts above the din: “Just watch: Narendra Modi will take very strong action and then nothing can stop the BJP from winning the elections in Uttar Pradesh next year.”



Topic of debate Indeed, as this reporter travelled across central and eastern U.P. last week, the turmoil in the Kashmir valley and the killing of the Indian soldiers is a subject that is being hotly debated, not just in lawyers’ chambers, universities and middle class drawing rooms in the cities, but in remote villages, too. In Khalilabad district’s Bhujari village, it is not quite nine in the morning. “The public wants a fight to the finish with Pakistan. Earlier, people felt that the Congress



LOUD SUPPORT: BJP activists cheering PM Narendra Modi during Parivartan Rally in Allahabad in June. — PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT government was weak, so Hindus voted for the BJP. But people are disappointed: they are saying this is a Hindu government and it is doing nothing,” says Tej Prakash Tewari. An avowed BJP supporter, he stresses, “In our district, there are torch lit demonstrations every day; people are coming out onto the streets demanding action. One of the martyrs, Ganesh Shankar Yadav, is from the Medhawal assembly segment in our district.” Diplomatic measures and tough speeches in the U.N. won’t help Pakistan reform, he says, adding, “Modiji should show us that he really has a 56 inch chest. If the U.S. can enter into other countries’ territories and shoot down terrorists, why can’t we? Otherwise, he is taking a risk in these elections.”



CJI lost his temper: Senior lawyer LEGAL CORRESPONDENT



Modi talks tough



THE HINDU SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2016



Rajeev Dhavan explains the conflict he had with a Bench led by the CJI during Sahara case hearing



NEW DELHI: “It is the duty of a



lawyer to tell the judge where there is a failure of justice and due process.” This is how senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan, known to be both an eloquent and effectively abrasive lawyer in the Supreme Court, explained the confrontation he had with a Bench led by Chief Justice of India T.S. Thakur on Friday in a short bail hearing for Sahara chief Subrata Roy. Mr. Dhavan, in a written statement, said Chief Justice Thakur made “uncharitable comments” about his conduct as a lawyer. Quotes a phrase Scripting a rare incident of a senior advocate confronting the Chief Justice of India for “losing his temper,” Mr. Dhavan quoted an oft-repeated phrase that “justice is not a cloistered virtue and must sufer the scrutiny of



Rajeev Dhavan ordinary persons.” “People in high places have enormous power and the duty to use it wisely is forbearance,” Mr. Dhavan said in his statement. Mr. Roy had suddenly found his liberty slipping on the edge of a precipice when his lawyer Mr. Dhavan ticked of a Bench led by Chief Justice Thakur by questioning its fairness.



Chief Justice Thakur, who was on the previous day taken ill, later said the Bench merely wanted to adjourn the hearing on bail for another day, but Mr. Dhavan’s remarks were more than it could bear. As a result, an irate Bench had ordered Mr. Roy and his two directors, on parole since May, to be taken back into custody. ‘Orders unbecoming’ “The CJI was convinced that Sahara’s parole should be continued because Rs. 300 crore has been deposited. The CJI lost his temper and passed an order ordering my client back to jail. I remonstrated that he had passed the order in a temper



and this was not fair … Orders passed in a temper, especially when all conditions are fulfilled, are both inappropriate and unbecoming,” Mr. Dhavan said. Respect for the judiciary He said it was respect for the judiciary, “the institution which I have studied since 1970 and practised regularly since 1992,” that made him act in the best traditions of justice on Friday. Later in the day, Chief Justice Thakur told senior advocate Kapil Sibal, who had sought an unconditional apology for Mr. Dhavan’s conduct, that a lawyer could not “browbeat” judges. “We too have a threshold to our tolerance. You cannot go on browbeating judges. We do not demand respect, but some respect has to be shown to the institution,” Chief Justice Thakur had said in open court. Mr. Roy’s parole has been extended for a week.



I catch that same note of disappointment in Varanasi’s Assi Ghat among locals who gather there every evening to watch the Ganga flow by and discuss politics. Yogendra Singh and Saumitra Shastri, both pensioners, are sitting with their friends. Supporters disappointed When I ask about the killing of the soldiers, there is an uncomfortable silence and Yogendra Singh’s voice drops: “There was some slippage (he uses the English word); yes, that was definitely a failure on the past of this government, even though Modiji had extended a hand in friendship to Pakistan. That was a mistake.” Among the chaat stalls in Varanasi’s Lanka, an animated conversation is under-



way. “Under Manmohan Singh, Kashmir was largely peaceful. The BJP has set fire to Kashmir. It looks as though we have lost the State. The Congress would have managed the situation better,” says one of them and the others nod. It is an all Hindu group. At Azamgarh’s Hotel Garuda, its owner Bijendra Singh says, “People here are saying, this is no longer the time for tweets, but for tit for tat. People want instant action but, of course, a war requires preparation. And now there is the danger of a nuclear war. We, too, could get destroyed. But the sentiment on the ground is very strong.” Staunch BJP supporters offer a range of explanations on why it is not possible to act without weeks, if not months of preparation. Asked about Prime Minister Narendra Modi taunting his predecessor in oice, Dr Manmohan Singh, in the runup to the 2014 elections, saying that if ever came to power he would ensure that for every two soldiers who were killed, ten Pakistani soldiers would meet a similar fate, they look embarrassed. But BJP supporters and critics alike all believe that the government’s action could influence the party’s performance in next year’s Assembly polls.



Pak. to approach Interpol for extradition of Bugti ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has said it will approach Interpol for the extradition of Baloch leader Brahamdagh Bugti, who has sought political asylum in India, a media report said. The Pakistan government has decided to write to Interpol for the extradition of Mr. Bugti. “The Federal Investigation Agency will send a formal reference to Interpol within the next few days for the extradition of Brahamdagh Bugti,” Interior Minister Nisar Ali Khan was quoted as saying by the Express Tribune. Pakistan on Friday warned India that by granting asylum to Mr. Bugti, it would become an “oicial sponsor of terrorism”. Mr. Bugti, who has been living in Switzerland, on Tuesday approached the Indian Embassy in Geneva seeking asylum in India and exuded confidence of a pos-



Brahamdagh Bugti itive response from New Delhi. His application seeking political asylum was received by the Home Ministry in New Delhi which is examining it. Mr. Bugti is the President and founder of Baloch Republican Party. He is the grandson of Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti, a Baloch nationalist leader killed by the Pakistan army in 2006. The Pakistan government had blamed India for helping Mr. Bugti flee Pakistan to Geneva in 2010 through Afghanistan. — PTI ND-ND
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Islamabad proves ‘Mission Impossible’ for Indian diplomats Overall negativity has intensified since New Delhi declared the mission a “non-family” posting and evacuated families and children KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE NEW DELHI: Since the



Pathankot attack of January, the task of the 110 Indian oicials posted in Islamabad has become tougher. In May, for instance, Indian High Commissioner Gautam Bambawale paid his first visit to Lahore since being posted in January to Islamabad. When he reached the oice of Rameeza Majid Nizami, Managing Director of Nawa I Waqt, a prominent Urdu daily in Lahore, his hosts escorted him to a nearby hall where they settled down for a chat. But even as they were sitting down, several



Pakistani security personnel muscled their way in and sat, all ears, on an adjacent sofa making any meaningful conversation impossible. Stalking and intrusive surveillance of the envoy has made it impossible for him to take anyone out for lunch as intelligence oicials place themselves on tables next to him and his guest. Eighteen years ago, during the Kargil war, a similar war of nerves played out. Immediate efect “The day-to-day events like Pathankot and Uri have immediate efect in the local environment leading to cancellation/rescheduling



Work to isolate Pakistan: Digvijaya SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT PANAJI: All India Congress



Committee(AICC) General Secretary Digvijaya Singh on Saturday called for an "aggressive campaign" in international arena to isolate Pakistan globally on terrorism. Speaking to presspersons here after his meeting with Congress workers, Mr. Singh took pot-shots at Prime Minister Narendra Modi and said his belligerence as Chief Minister of Gujarat on the Pakistan issue and constant barbs aimed at then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, had evaporated after he became Prime Minister. Mr. Singh who is in-charge of Congress afairs in Goa is on a visit take stock of the party's organisational situation ahead of early 2017 State Assembly elections. “The U.N. is discussing the issue of terrorism in New York. We have to identify and bring concrete proof of the involvement of Pakistan establishment in the terror activities. The Congress party never compromises with people who are terrorists or



Two PoK-based Jaish guides held



of events and engagements even for the High Commissioner,” said a diplomat, now serving in the Indian mission. The low point came in July when Pakistani guests who were invited for a dinner to a senior diplomat’s house were assaulted and slapped around by Pakistani security personnel posted outside to humiliate and intimidate them. “Security personnel in civvies beat up guests who had come to attend an evening get together. Senior Indian diplomats who rushed to help were warned not to intervene as it was a matter among the



The low point came in July when Pakistani guests at a dinner at a diplomat’s house were assaulted Pakistanis. Ever since we have stopped inviting friends home since we cannot guarantee their safety,” he said. For years, absence of a single residential complex for all the Indian oicials in the mission has posed a challenge in providing foolproof security to the mission; however that is likely to improve by the end of the year when construction is expected to



Risk factors High Commissioner Gautam Bambawale told The Hindu the risk factors



are felt by all in the High Commisssion, including Pakistani stafers who play a vital role in running the mission. The unpredictable overall security situation of Islamabad only adds to the risks. Indian oicials have had to encounter Pakistan’s ingenuity in many forms. Frequently, for instance, huge containers are placed on the roads to block traic and when this happens, diplomats are advised to have minimal social interactions outside the mission as no one can help if a diplomat is caught in a traic shut down. An Indian diplomat could then easily be arrested and charged with espionage.



Asks cadres to work towards reconciliation PEERZADA ASHIQ SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-



Digvijaya Singh are involved in terror," he said and went on to blame the NDA government for releasing Jaish-e Mohammad chief Azhar Masood in the hijacking case of Indian airlines in in 1999. Criticising the Modi government's foreign policy, Mr Singh said old diplomatic allies like Russia were now making overtures to Pakistan. “Even Russia, who was our consistent friend, is unfortunately holding military exercises with Pakistan which has never happened before. This is an area of concern which the BJP should be looking at,” he said.



mir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti on Saturday chaired a meeting of senior Peoples Democratic Party leaders — the first in the ongoing 78-day long unrest — and called for a “renewed efforts to maintain peace” as the party’s image was dented due to civilian killings. Chairing the meeting at her oicial residence here, Ms. Mufti asked party cadres “to work once again for creating an amicable atmosphere to revive peace and reconciliation process started in 2003.” Referring to the ongoing street violence, she said: “Hostile atmosphere will one day have to yield a place to reason and reconciliation … My government is not looking out for a temporary truce but would focus on building an environment where such turbulences never visit the people again.” She stressed that “efective



A BSF jawan keeps a close vigil on the Indo-Pak border at Ranbir Singh Pura near Jammu city on Saturday. TAKING NO CHANCES: - PHOTO: AP



implementation of the ‘Agenda of the Alliance’ needs a congenial atmosphere within and around



the State.” Blaming Pakistan for turning down peace overtures, the Chief Minister said the initiatives of Prime



Trio questioned on suspicion, released NAVI MUMBAI: The Navi Mum-



SRINAGAR: The Army has ar-



HEIGHTENED VIGIL: A policeman checks an autorickshaw near the naval base at Uran on Saturday. — PHOTO: PTI



bai police on Saturday detained three people after their movements were found to be suspicious and released them after questioning. According to police oicials, the trio were seen by some Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) personnel on the Gavan-Kopri road on the outskirts of Panvel in Navi Mumbai. They were standing near a trailer and when the CISF personnel searched their belongings, one of them was found to have clothes designed in a pattern similar to military uniforms, after which the Panvel police were informed. The trio were taken to the police station and ques-



tioned. But it was revealed that they were truck drivers from Poonch district in Jammu and Kashmir. Their employer was called and he vouched for the trio, after which they were released. Police sources said that the trailer truck had broken down and the trio were repairing it when the CISF personnel saw them. Reports of ‘three suspects’ being arrested by the police started spreading far and wide, and were denied by the police. The Uran village, which has been in a state of tension for the last two days, was seen slowly returning to normalcy on Saturday, with commercial establishments doing business as usual and people roaming on the streets.



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



PEERZADA ASHIQ



NEW DELHI: Independent Mem-



SRINAGAR: As Kashmir’s peak tourism was engulfed by street protests and unprecedented antigovernment rallies this year, tourist arrivals have gone down from the figure last year, resulting in loss to the tune of Rs. 3,000 crore. Oicial data suggest that if three lakh tourists visited between July and September in 2015, fewer than 10 per cent of it arrived this year during the corresponding period.



Continual risk The text of the Bill says that the Islamic Republic of Pakistan harbours agents of terrorism and is a continual risk to the peace and security of the region. The Bill has a number of prohibitions applicable to the government, citizens and corporates of a State sponsoring terror: travel in India, CM YK



meaning no grant of visas; trade with India or its citizens, etc. The government of India is, however, permitted to make some relaxations. The Bill also lays down that any person violating the provisions of the law is punishable with imprisonment for a term extending to five years in prison, or fine, or both.



Next to nothing “Most properties in Gulmarg, Pahalgam, Sonamarg, Yousmarg and other destinations have 2-4 per cent occupancy, which ought to have been 90-100 per cent around this time of the year,” said Shahid Iqbal Chaudhary, Managing Director of the J&K Tourism Development Corporation (JKTDC).



“I am confident that the way forward for everybody is through acceptance of ground realities and ofering



Pak. calls of trade exhibition



Indian-Americans to petition Obama



ISLAMABAD/NEW DELHI: Pakistan



has cancelled a trade exhibition in India in October amid tension between the two neighbours following the Uri terror attack. “Due to current situations between Pakistan and India which are beyond the TDAP’s control, the event planned for 2016 has been called of,” the Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) said in a statement on Friday. The Press Attache in Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi said, “Yes the environment here is not conducive for such an event.” The exhibition was meant to promote bilateral trade between the two countries and bring buyers and sellers on one platform. — PTI



projects under the Prime Minister’s Development Plan (PMDP) have also come to a halt,” said the spokesman. Tourism destinations and hotels, oicials said, have been worst afected as most hotels are left with zero occupancy in both private and government sector.



DEEP REFLECTIONS: A migratory bird sits on a pole in Dal Lake on Saturday. — PHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD According to the Tourism Department spokesman, the current civilian unrest, in which 85 civilians were killed and around 10,000 injured, has struck a major dent to the development



infrastructure projects in the tourism sector. “Several film teams scheduled to be in Kashmir for shooting during summer changed their location too. Most of the major infrastructure



Reprimands legislators As most MLAs find it hard to reach out to people due to the turmoil, Ms. Mufti asked ministers to make themselves more accessible to people and interact more with them. She expressed her concern over serious setback to tourism, transport, commerce and horticulture due to ongoing unrest. Senior PDP leader and Member of Parliament Muzafar Hussain Beigh , who also spoke on the occasion, said: “Ms. Mufti will lead people out of this morass and quagmire. Resolution of the Kashmir issue is a must to ensure sustainable peace and development in the State.”



Minister Narendra Modi were unfortunately responded with “negativity and even hostility by Islamabad.”



MP seeks Bill to declare No leisure in the time of strife Pak. a terrorist State Unrest has blown a Rs. 3,000-crore hole in Kashmir tourism industry’s earrnings



Rajeev Chandrashekhar



country but we match the challenges with determination and pride as we are trained for the job,” he says. Pakistani diplomats posted in India too have often complained of harassment and “deinvitation”. Most recently, Pakistan complained that High Commissioner Abdul Basit has been de-invited by Indian hosts under pressure from the government on a number of occasions. In 2013 a senior Pakistani oicial was beaten up in Delhi. The incident appeared to be a case of road-rage, but the Pakistanis hinted that it had retribution written all over it.



relief, hope and dignity to people,” she added. Sources said many legislators referred to fresh challenges posed by the growing anger against the party. South Kashmir, considered a PDP bastion, has witnessed more than 50 deaths out of 88. Hundreds of civilians have been arrested in an attempt to quell street protests.



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



ber of Parliament in the Upper House Rajeev Chandrashekhar has written to Rajya Sabha chairman Hamid Ansari giving notice to introduce a Bill to declare Pakistan a terrorist state. The Bill – titled Declaration of States as Sponsor of Terrorism Bill, 2016 – aims at declaring some States as sponsors of terror and withdrawing economic and trade relations with the said State, creating economic and travel sanctions for citizens of the said State.



The probability of this happening has increased ever since Pakistan detained a former Indian navy oicial, Kulbhushan Jadhav, and charged him with espionage. Mr. Bambawale himself was at the receiving end earlier this month when the Karachi Chamber of Commerce cancelled his September 6 speech that was scheduled to be the first occasion that the Indian envoy to Pakistan was to deliver a speech in that city in several years. Mr Bambawale, however, says the uncertainty is part of the assignment. “The Indian mission is an extended frontier of the



Mehbooba says PDP looking for lasting peace



SUMESH RAJAN



rested two residents of the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) working for the Jaishe-Muhammad (JeM) in Uri. An Army spokesman said two PoK residents were arrested on September 21 in a joint operation of the Army and the BSF. “The duo was working for the JeM outfit and acting as guides for infiltrating groups along the Line of Control in Uri Sector,” said the Army spokesman. The spokesman said the individuals revealed their identities as Ahasan Kursheed, alias DC, of Khaliana Kalan, and Faisal Hussain Awan of Pottha Jahangir in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.



be completed on the site located opposite the Indian mission. Till then, diplomats continue to reside in diferent parts of the Pakistani capital and have to drive to the mission unprotected. That things were going downhill was clear when in July, the mission was declared a “non family” posting and the families and children were evacuated from Islamabad. The negativity has only got worse since then, said the diplomat.



Economy hit Oicials pegs the loss at around Rs. 3,000 crore due to the unrest to the industry. “People associated with tourism trade apprehend that the prevailing situation could adversely afect the tourist arrivals during the next year as well with disastrous implications for the local economy,” said a government oicial. Kashmir is in the throes of turmoil ever since militant commander Burhan Wani was killed in an operation on July 8



The IndianAmerican community in the U.S. has launched a White House petition to designate Pakistan a state sponsor of terrorism, days after a Bill in this regard was tabled in the U.S. Congress by two powerful lawmakers. “This petition is important to the people of United



WASHINGTON:



States of America, India and many other countries which are continuously afected by Pakistan sponsored terrorism,” the petition started on Tuesday said. The campaign requires at least 1,00,000 signatures on the petition to qualify for a response from the Obama Administration. — PTI
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Ex-rival Ted Cruz declares support for Trump



WORLD



WASHINGTON: Senator Ted Cruz



of Texas, Donald Trump’s primary competitor in the Republican race for nomination early this year, declared his support for the candidate, ending a prolonged and bitter rivalry. He had refused to endorse Mr. Trump at the Republican National Convention (RNC) in July On his part, Mr. Trump had said he does not need Mr. Cruz’s endorsement. However, on Friday, when they praised each other, Mr. Trump tweeted “[It] was a wonderful surprise. I greatly appreciate his support! We will have a tremendous victory on November 8th.” Mr. Cruz has been an outlier in the Republican Party. However, his support for Mr. Trump demonstrates the candidate’s success in making reluctant leaders fall in line. Mr. Cruz’s popularity has been on the decline after he refused to support Mr. Trump at the RNC. Personal insults Their rivalry has been more personal than ideological as the two share similar views on issues like immigration. The personal abuses they hurled at each other had sunk the Republican race to a new low. Mr. Trump had referred to his rival as “Lyi’n Ted” while Mr. Cruz called Mr. Trump a “pathological liar and a serial philanderer”. Mr. Cruz’s turnaround, which he said was after “many months of careful consideration, of prayer and searching my own conscience”, is also an indication of the thinking among many fence-sitters as election day approaches. “This election is unlike any other in our nation’s history. Like many other voters, I have struggled to determine the right course of action in this general election,” the Senator wrote on Facebook. Mr. Trump has promised to reverse the amnesty schemes for undocumented immigrants and to stop the



STRONGER TOGETHER? Donald Trump and Ted Cruz during a Republican debate in Miami in March this year. — PHOTO: REUTERS



NYT endorses Hillary for President WASHINGTON: The New York Times



endorsed Democrat Hillary Clinton for the White House on Saturday, saying she was more qualified than Republican presidential rival Donald Trump to handle the challenges facing the United States. It described Ms. Clinton as “one of the most tenacious politicians of her generation” and said she had displayed a command of policy and diplomatic nuance while building a reputation for grit and “deluge of refugees”, Mr. Cruz said in his list of six reasons why he is now supporting the candidate. Mr. Trump’s promise to nominate only conservative judges to the Supreme Court, to repeal Obamacare, to free oil and gas industry from environmental regulations, and to keep Internet governance within the domain of American jurisdiction are the other reasons, he said. “We know, without a doubt, that every [Hillary] Clinton appointee would be a Left-wing ideologue,” he said of the Supreme Court. Mr. Trump and Ms. Clinton will come face to face for the first time on Monday, for the first of the three pres-



bipartisan cooperation. “A lifetime’s commitment to solving problems in the real world qualifies Hillary Clinton for this job, and the country should put her to work,” The Times said of the former Secretary of State and U.S. Senator from New York. It said Ms. Clinton's mistakes had distorted perceptions of her character, but praised her work restoring U.S. credibility in foreign affairs as Secretary of State in President Barack Obama’s first term. — Reuters idential debates. Mr. Trump has so far ran his campaign without ofering specifics and sidestepping most of the questions relating to his controversial policy proposals. Ms. Clinton may try to pin him down on his positions. In an interview last week, Mr. Trump said he does not want to rake up Bill Clinton’s extramarital afairs during the debate, but added, “it all depends on how I am treated”. Meanwhile, a new ad released by the Clinton campaign features young girls feeling insulted by a series of statements by Mr. Trump and asks, “Is this the President we want for our daughters?”



Police on the lookout for the gunman, described as a ‘Hispanic male, wearing a grey shirt’ ANGELES: Police were searching on Saturday for a gunman who killed five people during a shooting at a mall Friday night in the U.S. State of Washington, amid a raging national debate over gun control. Four women and one man were killed, police said in an updated toll. The man had been taken to hospital with life-threatening injuries, but died there, police spokesman Sergeant Mark Francis said. Authorities say there was only one shooter in Friday night’s attack at Cascade Mall in Burlington, located about 70 miles (110 km) north of Seattle, describing him as a “Hispanic male wearing a grey shirt”.



Police release still Police released a closely cropped still from video surveillance of the young-looking suspect showing only his head and torso, though the full picture, published by local media, showed him holding what appeared to be a rifle.



MULLAITIVU: Thousands of Tamils on Saturday participated in a rally in Jafna, led by Northern Province Chief Minister C.V. Wigneswaran, drawing attention to “Sinhala colonisation” and “rampant militarisation” of Sri Lanka’s North and East. The rally, titled Eluka Tamil [Rise, Tamil!], was organised by the Tamil People’s Council (TPC), an organisation that Mr. Wigneswaran heads. A host of Tamil political parties, including some constituents of the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), participated. In a message to Tamilspeaking Sri Lankans on the eve of the rally, Mr. Wigneswaran had said that while the government in Colombo made big promises to the international community, it was yet to meaningfully devolve powers to the Provinces. “If we remain silent just because a new Constitution is being written, they will let us down,” he said.



SPEAKING UP: Participants at the ‘Eluka Tamil’ rally in Jaffna on Saturday. — PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT The TPC, in a declaration released after the rally, put forth a host of demands, including a call for federalism, return of land in the Army’s control, release of political prisoners and addressing of concerns relating to missing persons. Further, it highlighted challenges facing Northern Tamil fishermen. Some political leaders and



Pak. fighter jet crashes during training



ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s air



force says a fighter jet has crashed during a routine training exercise and that the



aircraft’s pilot died following the crash. A statement on Saturday says the aircraft crashed near Jamrud in the Khyber tribal region. It says there were no reports of casualties on the ground, but the pilot later died of his injuries. The cause of the crash is under investigation. — AP



China to deploy drones over S. China Sea BEIJING: China plans to deploy



its indigenously built drones for surveying and mapping in the disputed South China Sea and along the contentious islands with Japan. “China is now capable of deploying domesticallydesigned drones in the South China Sea and Senkaku islands claimed by both CM YK



Japan and China in the East China Sea for surveying and mapping,” Li Yingcheng, General Manager of China TopRS Technology Co Ltd was quoted as saying by state-run People’s Daily. He said the drones can fully cover waters 80 nautical miles from the coastline. — PTI



participants reportedly compared the Eluka Tamil rally, which described itself a “Tamil nationalist political event”, to the pro-LTTE Pongu Tamil (Tamil Rising) rallies during the ceasefire period from 2002 to 2004. A section of Tamil intellectuals were concerned by the apparently explicit Tamil nationalist rhetoric. Rajan Hoole, a retired academic



G4 issues joint statement for UN reforms SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT WASHINGTON: India, Germany,



Japan and Brazil will continue to push for comprehensive reform of the UN Security Council, Foreign Ministers of the four countries who met on the sidelines of General Assembly resolved. India was represented by Minister of State for External Afairs M.J. Akbar. The Group of 4 (G4) wants permanent membership of the Security Council for themselves, and wide and far-reaching reform of the UN. “More than 70 years after the founding of the UN, the Security Council also has to adapt in order to cope with the ever growing global challenges,” a joint statement by the four countries issued over the weekend said.



The debate over gun control is fierce in the United States, which has been wracked by gun violence. It’s a hot issue on the campaign trail ahead of the November 8 presidential election. Police received calls around 6:58 pm Friday (0058 GMT Saturday) that shots were fired at the mall, Trooper Rick Johnson, another spokesman, told CNN. “Right now, we can’t assume anything. So they’re still interviewing witnesses and trying to get a good idea of exactly what action to take next. We’re just asking people to, obviously, stay away from the area,” he said. “Stay inside and obviously report anything suspicious that they may see.” The suspect was last seen walking toward a local highway from the mall before police arrived, Mr. Francis said on Twitter. The mall was evacuated, police swarmed the area and medics rushed to the scene after the mall was initially placed on lock-down.



GUN VIOLENCE: Medics wait to enter the Cascade Mall after the shooting in Burlington, Washington. — PHOTO: REUTERS Witnesses told KOMO News that a shooter walked into Macy’s department store and opened fire. Nearby businesses were evacuated, the television station added. “I hear one shot and then



stand kinda still and like two, three other people start running out saying ‘gun’ and then shot after shot after shot,” said Armando Patino, who was working at a cell phone store. “I turn around and run to



Corbyn re-elected by bigger margin LIVERPOOL: Jeremy Corbyn was



re-elected leader of Britain’s Opposition Labour Party on Saturday and called for unity after ending a “coup” by more centrist lawmakers who say his Left-wing agenda can never deliver victory at the polls. The veteran campaigner’s triumph, by 313,209 to 193,229 votes, over challenger Owen Smith cements his authority over the divided party and will fuel a drive further Left — a move many lawmakers say will see them out of power and allow the ruling Conservatives free rein over Britain’s divorce from the European Union (EU). Call for unity in party Welcoming the result which handed him a larger share of the vote than his first leadership victory last



Sri Lanka’s Tamils rally for greater devolution MEERA SRINIVASAN
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from the Jafna University, said the Sinhalese involved in the “colonisation” were among the poorest who were given false hopes. “It is counterproductive to treat them as the enemy and we must give the government some time… that is why the TPC making this an issue of confrontation will not do the Tamils any good,” he added. He said Jafna University, where the demonstration began, has many Sinhalese students. “The University is a good place to form common bonds and take up rights issues in a way that would ensure success.” Senior TNA politician and Leader of Opposition R. Sampanthan, whose party ITAK did not participate in the rally, said: “People are entitled to their democratic expression. While the new government has taken positive steps, many Tamils are discontented with the inadequate progress”, he told The Hindu. “But we should also be careful so the process as a whole is not sabotaged,” he added



SECOND-TIME VICTORIOUS: Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn reacts after the announcement of his victory in the party’s leadership election in Liverpool on Saturday. — PHOTO: REUTERS year, Mr. Corbyn called on lawmakers and members at the party’s annual conference in the north-western city of Liverpool to come together to fight the Conservative Party and bring “real change” to Britain. His victory marks the next phase in a battle for control of the Labour Party. The ruling party, under



new Prime Minister Theresa May, still leads by seven percentage points in opinion polls and looks set to plot Britain’s exit from the EU largely unopposed. Mr. Corbyn told the conference his anti-austerity policies had attracted thousands to Labour, helping to almost treble its membership to make it western Eu-



rope’s largest, and he was ready to lead a more democratic party to election victory in 2020. But he faces an uphill battle to win over those who voted Labour at the last election but then supported Britain’s exit from the EU, after a YouGov poll showed more than half of them have now abandoned Labour. He also has to convince many Labour Members of Parliament, some of whom decided not to attend the annual conference, that his Left-wing policies, such as renationalisation and campaigning against nuclear weapons, can have broad appeal. Centrist lawmakers say now they need to take stock, with some pushing to regain some control of the party machinery and boost groups promoting more centre-left policies. — Reuters



For peace



END TO FIGHTING: Rebels from the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) wave a flag during the closing event of their 10th conference in Yari Plains, Colombia, on Friday. FARC leaders gave their unanimous support to a peace agreement reached last month with the government. — PHOTO: AP



the store. Some people didn’t know where to go. I just moved them into the store,” he added. Multiple law enforcement agencies and snifer dogs were searching for the suspect. The FBI’s Seattle field office said it was assisting local authorities in reviewing intelligence and was providing additional manpower. “At this time, #FBI has no information to suggest additional attacks planned in WA state,” it said. Police took hours to clear the sprawling building, with Mr. Francis explaining that there were “a lot” of locked rooms and doors. They are now focusing on the investigation. The mall said it would stay closed on Saturday as a mark of respect for the victims. “We are deeply saddened by the tragic event that occurred this evening. Our prayers and condolences are with the victims and their families,” a Facebook message read. — AFP



Protesters call for release of Charlotte shooting video CHARLOTTE



(NORTH



CAROLINA):



Demonstrators carried signs, chanted and marched in a peaceful protest hours after the family of a black man shot by police released video showing the events leading up to his death. Friday’s march through Charlotte’s business district was the fourth night of demonstrations over the shooting of Keith Lamont Scott earlier in the week. After darkness fell, dozens of people took to the streets to urge police to release dashboard and body camera video that could show more clearly what happened. Police have said Scott was armed, but witnesses say he held only a book. Earlier in the day, footage recorded by Keith Lamont Scott’s wife and released by his family shows his wife repeatedly telling oicers he is not armed and pleading with them not to shoot her husband as they shout at him to drop a gun. The two-minute video, released by the family, does not show the shooting, though gunshots can be heard. In the video Scott’s wife, Rakeyia Scott, tells oicers that he has a TBI, or traumatic brain injury. At one point, she tells her husband to get out of the car so police don’t break the windows. She also tells him, “don’t do it,” but it’s not clear what she means. As the encounter escalates, she repeatedly urges police, “You better not shoot him.” Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Chief Kerr Putney said on Friday that there is footage from at least one police body camera and one dashboard camera that shows the shooting. The family of Scott (43) was shown that footage Thursday and demanded that police release it to the public. Mr. Putney said on Friday that releasing the footage of Scott’s death could inflame the situation. — AP



Chinese Jews of ancient lineage huddle under pressure KAIFENG (CHINA): After locking



down Buddhist monasteries in Tibet and tearing down church crosses in eastern China, President Xi Jinping’s campaign against unapproved religion and foreign influence has turned to an unlikely adversary: a small group of Jews whose ancestors settled in this now faded imperial city near the banks of the Yellow River more than 1,000 years ago. A few hundred residents had staged a lively, sometimes contentious rebirth of Kaifeng’s Jewish heritage in recent decades, with classes, services and proposals to rebuild a lost synagogue as a museum. Some residents even migrated to Israel. For years, the city government tolerated their activities, seeing the Jewish link as a magnet for tourism and investment. But since last year, author-



People play mahjongg in an alley in Kaifeng,—China. PHOTO: NYT ities have come down hard on the revival, in an example of how even the smallest spiritual groups can fall under the pall of the Communist Party’s suspicion. The government has shut down organisations that helped foster Jewish rediscovery, prohibited residents from gathering to worship



for Passover and other holidays, and removed signs and relics of the city’s Jewish past from public places. Only about 1,000 people claim Jewish ancestry in this city — a drop in China’s ocean of 1.35 billion people or Kaifeng’s population of 4.5 million — and only 100 or 200 of them have been active



in Jewish religious and cultural activities, experts say. Nobody outside the government seems to know for sure why this tiny band of believers came to be viewed as a threat. But oicials appear to have become alarmed about their growing prominence sometime last year as Mr. Xi’s government demanded that religious groups and foreign organisations bow to tighter controls. Judaism is not one of China’s five state-licensed religions: Buddhism, Catholicism, Islam, Protestantism and Taoism. “Xi has said that religion is a major issue, and when he speaks, that has consequences,” said a burly local businessman who has supported the Jewish revival. Kaifeng’s Jews, as well as their supporters abroad, said the clampdown did not spring from outright anti-



Beijing has shut down Jewish organisations and removed signs and relics of Kaifeng’s Jewish past Semitism, which is relatively rare in China. Shanghai and Harbin, a northeast city, have organised displays and events celebrating their role protecting Jews who fled persecution in Europe. “It’s fear about religion, not just us Jews,” a businessman said. The current clampdown has gone much further than previous ones, residents said. Some cited accounts through the community grapevine that a Jewish woman from Kaifeng had won asylum in the United States after claiming religious persecution. — New York Times News Service ND-ND
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Forex reserves drop to $369.60 billion



DSCI opens first global chapter



Maruti Suzuki’s ‘MS Dhoni inspired’ car



Foreign exchange reserves decreased by $1.67 billion to $369.60 billion as on September 16, the RBI said.— IANS



The Data Security Council of India (DSCI), a cyber security body, opened its first global chapter in Singapore on Saturday. — IANS



Country’s largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki India unveiled ‘MS Dhoni inspired’ special edition of itsAlto small cars.— PTI



Pakistan’s MFN tag may stay for now



SME group demands separate ministry in States Revocation will only have ‘symbolic’ impact as current level of bilateral trade is very low VADODARA: An industry body



of micro and small enterprises has sought a separate ministry in States to address issues related to the sector. The annual general meeting of the Laghu Udyog Bharati will be held here wherein issues related to the national MSME policy, GST and FDI will be discussed, its President Om Prakash Mittal said. “We will demand that the large-scale industries should develop a small patch of land within their boundaries for setting up new ancillary units for their industrial products/spares,” he said told reporters here. Their other demands include developing a land bank by a suitable infrastructure development authority which will be controlled by a department, he added. Mr. Mittal further said that the trade body also wants a separate ministry for MSMEs in each states to address their issues. He also demanded that those MSMEs which have been in operations for 20 years should be made free hold, and also allowing MSMEs to process local products like agricultural products, mining and other available raw materials and make it mandatory on large industries to procure from such units. — PTI



Bullion Rates September 24 rates in rupees with previous rates in brackets



Chennai Bar Silver (1 kg) 47,560 (47,560) Retail (1 g) 50.90 (50.90) 24 ct gold (10 g) 31,930 (31,860) 22 ct gold (1 g) 2,985 (2,979) Delhi Silver 46,500 (46,800) Standard gold 31,600 (31,520) Sovereign 24,400 (24,500)



ARUN S NEW DELHI: The Centre is not



considering any proposal to withdraw the ‘Most Favoured Nation’ (MFN) status accorded to Pakistan as even without the move the level of bilateral trade is “very low,” oicial sources said. “There is nothing of that sort (withdrawal of the MFN status) under consideration now,” said a senior government oicial, who did not wish to be identified. “Since the situation (ties between India and Pakistan) is so tense now, there are these kinds of speculation and demands, and you have to sift (them) out.” The MFN status was accorded in 1996 as per India’s commitments as a member of the World Trade Organisation (WTO). According to the MFN principle of the WTO’s General Agreement on Tarifs and Trade (GATT) — to which India is a signatory/contracting party — each of the WTO member countries (including India and Pakistan in this case), should “treat all the other members equally as ‘mostfavoured’ trading partners.” According to the WTO, though the term ‘MFN’ “suggests special treatment, it actually means non-discrimination.” In the wake of the deadly attack on Indian soldiers in Uri, an incident for which India is holding Pakistan responsible, there have been calls in India for tough action against its neighbour, including the revocation of the MFN status. Minuscule trade Bilateral trade between the two South Asian neighbours was just $2.6 billion in 2015-16 (of which $2.2 billion constituted India’s exports



LONDON: Goldman Sachs is



TRADE TIES: Bilateral trade between the neighbours was just $2.6 billion in 2015-16 (with India’s exports $2.2 billion) or 0.4 per cent of India’s overall goods trade worth $643.3 billion in the same year. — FILE PHOTO to Pakistan) — which represented a minuscule 0.4 per cent of India’s overall goods trade worth $643.3 billion in the same year. Therefore, even if India revokes the MFN status it would only have a “symbolic” impact, sources said. On the other hand it would hit India’s exports to Pakistan if there are retaliatory actions and it could also result in India losing goodwill in the South Asian region (where it enjoys a trade surplus and is a party to a free trade pact called SAFTA, which also includes Pakistan). The move may also not go down well at the WTO-level. The MFN concept is an integral part of the WTO agreements and is among the principles forming the foundation of the multilateral trading system. As per the WTO, whenever a country brings down a trade bar-



Fed’s internal split tied to duelling views on jobs outlook T



he split at the Federal Reserve over when to next raise interest rates appears to hinge largely on disagreements over the labour market outlook, comments from policymakers suggest. When the Fed earlier this week decided to stand pat on rates, Fed Chair Janet Yellen said she felt the labour market had more room to run before it could overheat. Three of 10 voting policymakers dissented, saying they preferred an immediate hike rather than the deferral until later in the year that most saw as appropriate. On Friday, one of the dissenters, Boston Fed chief Eric Rosengren, explained that his vote turned on his view that sharply falling unemployment could create a spike in inflation and actually trigger a recession. “Unemployment this low may well have the desirable efect of bringing more workers into the labour force — but, unfortunately, only temporarily,” said Rosengren. Raising rates slightly and gradually, could prevent overheating in the labour



Fed Chair Janet Yellen market and allow the recovery to continue longer than otherwise. Two other dissenters, Kansas City Fed President Esther George and Cleveland Fed President Loretta Mester had not commented on their decision to dissent as of Friday. Deep wedge Comments from other Fed policymakers on Friday, however, underscored that a deep wedge in views on the labour market outlook is driving diferences of opinion on when to raise rates. Minneapolis Fed



President Neel Kashkari, responding to questions from the public on Twitter, said he believed the labour market continues to have slack and that he wanted to see the unemployment rate, now at 4.9 percent, to come down. The bigger worry for him, he said, was that the Fed will raise rates too soon rather than too late. The view that the labour market is not close to overheating is also central to Dallas Fed President Robert Kaplan’s view that the Fed should be patient and cautious in raising rates. “We don't think the economy is overheating,” said Kaplan, who like Kashkari will rotate into a voting slot on the Fed’s policy-setting panel next year. “We are not as accommodative as people would think.” The Fed will have three monthly government reports on the state of the U.S. labour market in hand before its meeting in December, when many traders and economists expect it to finally pull the trigger on a rate hike. — Reuters



rier or liberalises a sector, “it has to do so for the same goods or services from all its trading partners — whether rich or poor, weak or strong.” However, exceptions allowed to this rule include free trade pacts and special benefits to poor nations. Trade curbs After the attack in Uri, in which 18 Indian soldiers were killed, international trade experts said India could consider making use of a ‘security exception’ clause in the GATT to deny the MFN status to Pakistan or bring in certain trade restrictions. This is because Article 21(b)(iii) of GATT states that “Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to prevent any contracting party (including India in this case) from taking any action which it considers necessary for the protection of its essential se-



Oil India to revamp pipeline pumping stations DULIAJAN: State-owned Oil In-



dia Ltd (OIL) on Saturday said it is investing Rs.1,200 crore to revamp the pumping stations of its trunk pipeline. “Currently, revamping of the pumping stations of the trunk pipeline, which have been operating for over five decades, is in progress at a cost of Rs.1,200 crore,” a company statement said. OIL operates a total network of 1,220 km long crude oil pipelines, with a capacity to carry 5.38 MMTPA crude. These pipelines transport crude oil produced from oilfields in Upper Assam to the public sector refineries at Numaligarh, Guwahati and Bongaigaon in the state. OIL Chairman and Managing Director Utpal Bora said at the Annual General Body Meeting that the company achieved highest ever production and sale of natural gas in its history during 2015-16 fiscal. Mr. Bora informed the shareholders that crude oil production was 3.247 MMT as compared to 3.440 MMT during 2014-15. — PTI



China’s Wanda opens $5.1 bn. tourism park SHANGHAI: Dalian Wanda Group, the Chinese entertainment giant owned by the country’s richest man, opened the first phase of a sprawling 34 billion yuan ($5.1 billion) tourism park in the eastern city of Hefei. Wanda is building similar projects around the country, betting that China’s rising incomes will drive more domestic tourism. In an interview with Reuters last month, chairman Wang Jianlin said that Wanda would look to build at least 20 such complexes in China. The 160 hectare (1.6 square km) first phase of Hefei Wanda City includes a theme park, hotels and a shopping mall. The second phase will be an “indoor recreation project,” according to a statement from the company.
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Goldman to axe 30% of banking jobs in Asia



Wanda intends to extend the park into a third phase, which is still in the planning stages, it said. Wang has been open about his rivalry with Walt Disney Co, which opened a $5.5 billion resort in Shanghai in June. “At Wanda, I always say we want to ensure Disney is not profitable for 10-20 years in this business segment in China,” he told state-run China Central Television (CCTV) in a May interview. China's slowing economy has taken a toll on some areas of consumer spending. Outbound tourism numbers which rose 16 percent in 2015 - are set to flatline this year, according to China National Tourism Administration (CNTA) data. At Wanda Cinema Line Corp, Wanda's theatre arm,



Dalian Wanda chairman Wang Jianlin. box oice sales rose 12.8 percent in the second quarter of this year, compared to a 61.4 percent jump in the first quarter. Cultural division Wanda has been investing heavily as it seeks to triple revenues from its cultural division - which includes en-



tertainment, sports and tourism - to 150 billion yuan ($22.5 billion) by 2020. On Friday, Wanda announced a partnership with Sony Pictures under which Wanda will market Sony Pictures’ films and co-finance some upcoming movie releases of Sony Corp's film unit in China. In January, Wanda paid $3.5 billion for a controlling stake in U.S. film studio Legendary Entertainment. It has also acquired Swiss sports marketing firm Infront Sports & Media AG and World Triathlon Corp, owner of the “Ironman” franchise. Hefei Wanda City will host China's first Ironman triathlon, according to the statement. The race is scheduled for October 16, according to Ironman’s website.



curity interests taken in time of war or other emergency in international relations.” Biswajit Dhar, professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, said: “There is a possibility of India invoking this clause in view of the fact that it perceives a security threat in the aftermath of the Uri attack.” However, according to a ‘Working Paper’ of the Centre for WTO Studies at the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, “GATT and WTO practice shows that the countries have by and large observed self restraint in using the national security exception.” “This is hardly surprising as national security is too sensitive a subject that countries will be comfortable submitting to an international review,” the paper’s author Shailja Singh wrote. No bar Singh wrote that a closer scrutiny “reveals that there is



no categorical bar on the (WTO dispute settlement) panel from proceeding into an Article 21 dispute.” She pointed out that Article 21(b) is clear that any action under it has to fulfil the specific criteria of the clause, adding that a (WTO) “member does not enjoy a free run to take any action it wishes under the guise of security interest.” But there have been precedents. The Working Paper points out an Article 21-related dispute in 1949 between Czechoslovak (Socialist Republic) and the U.S., and such disputes between the U.S. and Nicaragua in 1983 and 1985 as well as another one in 1992 between the European Communities and the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Pakistan, a founding member of the WTO like India, is yet to grant the MFN tag to India (and Israel).



cutting almost 30 per cent of its 300 investment banking jobs in Asia outside Japan in response to a slowdown in activity in the region, two sources familiar with the matter told Reuters. The Wall Street bank is reducing the number of bankers working on mergers and acquisitions (M&A), and equity and debt capital markets deals, the sources said. It will be left with slightly more than 200 bankers across Asia. Most of the job cuts are likely to take place in Hong Kong, Singapore and China, where Goldman's main Asian oices are located, according to the sources, who said the process was underway. A Goldman Sachs spokesman declined to comment. Revenue decline The company, whose investment banking revenue fell 11 per cent to $1.79 billion in the second quarter, has been hit by a lacklustre environment for deals across Asia. The total value of M&A deals across the Asia-Pacific region has dropped to $572.9 billion so far this year, from $745.7 billion in the same period of 2015, according to Thomson Reuters data. Goldman said in July it had embarked on a cost-cutting plan that would save $700 million a year in response to a “challenging backdrop” for revenue. It still tops the AsiaPacific M&A league tables but in the first half of the year it came third after JPMorgan and Citi as the biggest bank by revenue in Asia, according to data published on Friday by industry analytics firm Coalition. One of the



Most of the job cuts are likely to take place in Hong Kong, Singapore and China sources said no managing directors in Asia were in the running to be made partners this year while three existing partners in the region had been stripped of their titles. Goldman and other big investment banks are grappling with a harsh environment after the region's economies and markets failed to deliver sustained growth after the 2008 financial crisis. The banks’ business has also been eroded by local competitors. In 2015 Goldman reduced the number of its investment bankers in Singapore — a hub for Southeast Asia — to about 35 from 50, several sources said. There have been further departures this year, including its Southeast Asia chairman Tim Leissner. Scaling down Many of Goldman's European rivals have announced plans to scale down their operations in Asia. Barclays said in January that it would cut about 1,000 staf in its investment bank operations worldwide, with the bulk happening in Asia, while Societe Generale decided to close its equities research desk in India. Other European banks including BNP Paribas and Deutsche Bank are expected to scale back operations in non-core Asian markets while last year Asia-focused Standard Chartered shut down its equities franchise.
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U.S. drone rules set flight data race U
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Street storm



The commercial drone industry could generate more than $82 billion for the U.S. economy



nited Parcel Service Inc’s launch this week of drone test flights simulating emergency medicalsupply deliveries highlights a race for data to prove such deliveries can be performed safely. UPS’s medical emergency at the Children’s Island summer camp of the Massachusetts coast was fictional. But gathering data about the drone’s flight and others like it is a vital part of a new efort to convince U.S. regulators to loosen the reins on using robotic aircraft for deliveries. UPS’s test flight was handled by drone maker CyPhy Works, in which it owns a stake. “The technology for drones is there and it’s moving extremely fast,” said CyPhy founder Helen Greiner. “But it’s also true that we need to prove we can operate them safely and reliably.” Package delivery The UPS-CyPhy test comes amid a burst of U.S.



sight. Drone makers, retailers and package delivery companies are now angling for waivers, largely to operate out of the line of sight, using small tests to collect data on everything from air speed to operating in bad weather and the frequency of accidents.



SAFETY TEST: The test comes amid a burst of U.S. drone activity, including firms focusing on package delivery. — FILE PHOTO: REUTERS drone activity, including companies focusing on package delivery. Amazon.com Inc is focusing on tests abroad, but UPS and others want to win over the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration, whose primary concern is safety. The Obama administration estimates the commercial drone industry



could generate more than $82 billion for the U.S. economy and support up to 100,000 new jobs by 2025. The FAA’s rules published on Aug. 29 dictate conditions for commercial drones. The aircraft must weigh under 55 pounds (25 kg), may not fly over people not involved in operations and must remain within the operator’s line of



Tea quality plan a dampener Export obligation will make it difficult for tea firms to avail the scheme SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



MY CUPPA: The scheme aims at improving tea quality through modernisation of tea-factories. — FILE PHOTO: REUTERS the 11th plan was very successful as it did not have the export clause. “Nearly 1,485 gardens availed of the scheme,” an industry oicial said. Orthodox teas The 25 per cent subsidy available through the scheme is mainly for upgrading machinery for producing orthodox teas, which enjoy higher prices in the export market when compared with CTC teas.



Yahoo users close accounts amid fears



SECURITY BREACH:Several users said they were scrambling to change log-in information. — FILE PHOTO:REUTERS



M



any Yahoo users rushed on Friday to close their accounts and change passwords as experts warned that the fallout from one of the largest cyber breaches in history could spill beyond the internet company’s services. After Yahoo disclosed on Thursday that hackers had stolen the encrypted passwords and personal details of more than 500 million accounts in 2014, thousands of users took to social media to express anger that it had taken the company two years to uncover the data breach.Several users said they were closing their accounts. “We’re probably just going to dump Yahoo altogether,” said Rick Hollister, 56, who owns a private investigation firm in Tallahassee, Florida. “They should have been more on top of this. “Due to the scale of the Yahoo breach, and because users often recycle passwords and security answers across multiple services, cyber security experts warned the impact of the hack could reverberate throughout the internet. Several users said they were scrambling to change log-in information, not just for Yahoo but for multiple internet accounts with the same passwords. Accounts at CM YK



banks, retailers and elsewhere could be vulnerable. “I suppose a hacker could make the connection between my Yahoo and Gmail,” said Scott Braun, 47, who created a Yahoo email when he was setting up a shop on online retailer Etsy. “They both use my first and last name. Not being a hacker, I don’t know what their capabilities are.” Serious issue That concern was echoed in Washington. “The seriousness of this breach at Yahoo is huge,” Democratic Senator Mark Warner said Thursday. The company plans to brief Warner next week about the attack, his office said. Yahoo has said that it believes that the breach was perpetrated by a statesponsored actor. SY Lee, a former Department of Homeland Security spokesman, said that would be of particular concern to the intelligence community, given the interest statesponsored hackers have in compromising employees with security clearances. The FBI had not issued specific guidance to its employees on handling their personal Yahoo accounts, a spokeswoman said. — Reuters



“CTC teas are cheaper and hence easier to sell in the domestic and the export market.. but it is the orthodox teas which enjoy a premium in the international market,” an industry source said, adding that Sri Lanka and Indonesia were proving to be tough competitors in this segment. Against an average cost of production of about Rs.180 for producing a kilogram of CTC tea, the cost for orthodox tea is about Rs.210 a kg.



Cautious approach The FAA’s cautious approach has encouraged some companies to test package delivery drones overseas. Amazon is testing deliveries in the United Kingdom, where it can fly drones out of the line of sight. Since the FAA’s most recent guidance, more is happening in the U.S. market. PrecisionHawk is developing a system enabling drones to detect objects in the air and on the ground to avoid collisions - technology that could help deliver packages. Vice President Tyler Collins said PrecisionHawk received an FAA waiver last month to operate out of the line of sight, based on years of data from crop inspections. —Reuters



Deadline for black money scheme to stay NEW DELHI: Government has



KOLKATA: A 20 per cent export



clause in a 12th plan scheme for upgrading tea quality is proving to be a dampener for the industry, as the clause is restrictive, sources said. The scheme is valid up to March 31, 2017 and Octoberend is the last date for receiving applications for availing the scheme. So far, very few applications have been received by the Tea Board of India, which administers the plan schemes. Tea Board sources agreed that the 20 per cent export obligation would make it difficult for tea companies to avail the scheme. The QUPD (quality upgrade and product diversification) scheme aims at enhancing the quality of made-tea through modernisation of tea-factories while creating value-addition facilities. A similar scheme during



FAA waiver To obtain an FAA waiver exempting them from certain rules, companies must spell out a business case and use data to prove their drones are safe. Some drone proponents have chafed at how slowly the FAA has moved to regulate drones, said Logan Campbell, CEO of drone consulting firm Aerotas. “The only way things could move more quickly is if everyone were to share their data,” he said. “But ... no one wants to lose their competitive edge so that’s not going to happen.” An FAA spokeswoman said the agency grants waivers “if we find the proposed operation can be safely conducted using risk



mitigation strategies.” Ben Marcus, CEO of drone software provider AirMap, said the “big burden is being shifted from regulators ... to actual operators and developers” to demonstrate their technology can function safely.



ruled out any extension to the September 30 deadline for filing income disclosure under the black money compliance window. In a series of tweets, Revenue Secretary Hasmukh Adhia said that expectations are raised that looking to the enthusiasm of people for making IDS declaration, the date for income disclosure scheme (IDS) would be extended. “We want to make it very clear that the last date for Income Declaration Scheme (IDS) will not be extended,” Mr. Adhia tweeted. Under the IDS, people can disclose their undeclared income and escape prosecution. The scheme, which was launched on June 1 to uncover black money, closes on September 30. “We, therefore, appeal to people to file their declarations in time before



Under the IDS, people can disclose their undeclared income and escape prosecution 30th September,” Mr. Adhia said. Those disclosing assets under the IDS will have to pay 45 per cent tax plus penalty. Also the payments can be made in three instalments till September rpt September 2017. Meanwhile, Congress Leader Digvijaya Singh said in Goa that when P.Chidambaram was the Finance Minister, under amnesty scheme Rs.30,000 crore money came into the cofers. Now, Modi and BJP people had said that there is Rs.40 lakh crore black money parked outside the country. “That money has not come back,” the Congress leader added. —PTI



RED A woman FLAG: wears a hat with an Alstom locomotove on it during a demonstration against the closure of the French power and transport engineering company Alstom factory in Belfort on Saturday. —PHOTO: AFP



Indian industry ready to snap trade relations with Pakistan PIYUSH PANDEY MUMBAI: Indian industry is



ready to severe ties with Pakistan amid growing tensions between the nucleararmed nations following an attack by militants on a military camp in the border region of Uri which killed 18 Indian soldiers. Business leaders that The Hindu spoke to, admitted that they were concerned over the situation and believed that a conflict would be disastrous for both countries. “While I strongly believe that India needs to take a hard stand on Pakistan, war is not a solution to the IndoPak crisis,” said Harsh Goenka, Chairman of RPG Enterprises. “The government at the Centre has acted with restraint. Diplomatic isolation and international pressure is



the only way to cut-of Pakistan from the rest of the world. The consequences of war will be disastrous for both countries.” Subdued impact Snapping business ties with Pakistan may not hurt India’s interest as according to industry body ASSOCHAM, India–Pakistan trade is abysmally low accounting for less than half a per cent of India’s total global trade. “The question of trade possibilities with Pakistan only arises when our relations are good,” Venugopal Dhoot, Chairman of Videocon Industries said. “In current scheme of things, snapping business ties with Pakistan will not hurt India’s interest,” Mr. Dhoot said. ASSOCHAM President Sunil Kanoria said that the



anxiety level of the industry has gone up. “India needs to take a tough stand and the best way to attack a country is economically as fighting a war won’t help anyone. There may be some challenges to industry but we have to bite the bullet for larger good,” Mr. Kanoria said. “In all, trade with Pakistan was equivalent to 0.41 per cent of India’s global merchandise commerce,” said D.S. Rawat, Secretary General, ASSOCHAM. On its part, India Inc. is behind Prime Minister Narendra Modi for steering India’s interest in the best possible direction. “The strategic decisions are fully the domain of the government which enjoys the full backing of the nation,” according to a statement issued by ASSOCHAM.
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Telecast schedule Cricket: India vs New Zealand, first Test, STAR Sports 1, 3 & HD 1 & HD 3, 9.30 a.m.; KPL: 1.30 p.m. & 5.30 p.m.. Premier League: STAR Sports 4 & Select HD 1, 8.20 p.m.



Former French captain Artelesa passes away 쑺
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SPORT



Marcel Artelesa, a former bricklayer who skippered France at the 1966 World Cup, has died at the age of 78, the French football federation announced on Friday.



Garnett



Fury-Klitschko rematch called off Britain’s controversial World heavyweight champion Tyson Fury’s title rematch with Ukrainian Wladimir Klitschko has been called off for a second time as the titleholder is “medically unfit to fight”, his camp said.



쑺



Minnesota Timberwolves forward Kevin Garnett is calling time on his NBA career after 21 seasons, posting a video on Instagram saying “farewell” and “thank you” to fans who have backed him since 1995.



쑺



Jadeja and Ashwin bowl India into ascendancy We lost wickets in clumps, says Watling



CRICKET / Vijay and Pujara score their second half-centuries of the match to extend the host’s lead VIJAY LOKAPALLY KANPUR: The crowd had plenty



to cheer. Obviously, everything seemed right about Indian cricket. The bowlers, read spinners, produced the desired package in the first half of the day and helped the team extricate itself from a potentially tough situation.



And then the batsmen took over and went about the business of making runs at a rapid pace, leaving New Zealand staring at a possible defeat in the next 48 hours unless a miracle takes place in the middle at the Green Park Stadium. A lot of worries Half-centuries by M. Vijay and Cheteshwar Pujara and their unbeaten 107-run stand for the second wicket matched



Yeah, you could probably say that



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



— Watling,



KANPUR: B-J. Watling summed



up the day for New Zealand. “Tough,” he said after another intense day of Test cricket at the Green Park here. “We have to look forward to tomorrow (Sunday) and make sure we make the adjustments that are required. We need to improve, but I know the boys are determined. “We are trying to learn these conditions and figure out ways to score runs and take wickets. We’d definitely like to do things better tomorrow and I know the boys are determined to do that,” said Watling. Assessing the pitch, Watling said, “There was definitely a bit more turn, but they have two quality spin bowlers and we lost wickets in clumps.



on whether Ashwin’s ball to get Williamson out was the best of the day the feats of the bowlers and left New Zealand with a lot of worries ahead of the fourth day as India finished at 159 for one. The first Test here had shades of the India-dominated series at home against Australia and South Africa when rank turners left the visitors hugely embarrassed. This pitch may not qualify as tailor-made, but the sight of left-arm spinner Mitchell Santner being tossed the ball to bowl the second over of the innings was not an unfamiliar sight. The home advantage did help the Indian slow bowlers but it was to the credit of the batsmen, too, that they negated the wiles of the Kiwis on a spinner-friendly surface. Ravindra Jadeja picking up five wickets and R. Ashwin four was an act in sync perfectly with the script that finds favour with the well-wishers of the team. Jadeja has evolved as a bowler and his strikes have been resounding, beginning with his success with the pink ball in the recently-concluded Duleep Trophy.



SPINNING A WEB : Ravindra Jadeja has his fifth wicket — Trent Boult caught sharply by Rohit Sharma. — PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN He has a distinct style, ripping the ball, using his shoulder, thriving on the pressure created by Ashwin at the other end. His accuracy was a strong point while Ashwin made an impact with his ability to vary the pace and angle of the deliveries. When New Zealand resumed at 152 for one, the danger of India conceding a big first innings lead lingered. But 110 runs was all that the Kiwis managed as Jadeja and Ashwin bowled India back into contention for the overall honours. Plan of attack The plan was to attack the stumps and evoke tentative postures from the batsmen and the Indian spinners did a remarkable job. They erred a few times in their anxiety to dominate the



‘Bowling standards have not fallen’ VIJAY LOKAPALLY KANPUR: Even as batsmen dom-



inate bowlers the world over, Zaheer Khan is not convinced the standards of wicket-taking have slumped. “I won’t say bowling standards have fallen. It all depends on how quickly you adapt and understand the situations of the game. How you make use of the conditions,” the former India speedster, here as a television commentator, told The Hindu. “Look at this game. The first two days were evenly balanced. India scored 300-plus and New Zealand threatened to go past that total, but the bowlers pulled it back nicely. “That’s what Test cricket is all about. How much you stay calm, what character you show as a team and as an individual over five days,” said Zaheer. Teams and reputations are not built overnight. Zaheer’s was a steady rise. “It (bowling) has always been evolving. Ten years down the line, the same questions will be asked. “Diferent formats and tactics have come into play. The nature of the pitches has changed too. The equipment — be it bats, balls — all have been changing. Fifty years back it was diferent.” Always a tough task Wicket-taking, believes Zaheer, was always tough. “If you ask the bowlers from earlier times they will say the same. Ten years down the line they will say the same. “What stays constant is the challenge, the battle to fox the batsmen. Players sort out strategies and innovate. “T20 has added diferent dimensions to the game. Batters CM YK



Next you might see fielders throwing equally with left and right arm, bowlers becoming ambidextrous — Zaheer, on the evolving nature of the game



and bowlers are looking to innovate.” Modern bowlers will have to absorb pressure. It comes with the job. “Scrutiny has always been there,” said Zaheer. “At the Test level it is about proving yourself in diferent conditions. For bowlers or batters, the challenge will be to be equipped to deal with the situations. Bowlers must produce wickets when they count.” To be a good bowler in modern cricket, Zaheer expects strict discipline and work ethic. “It is a combination of temperament and skills. As I played more and more matches I would talk to more and more players. I would speak a lot to batsmen and observe the game because certain deliveries would work in particular situations. “I would set short terms and sometimes they would not work. But it was a process that I followed. I never really paid much attention to the result.” Bowling long spells The ability to bowl long spells can add to the bowler’s strength. “Actually it is very individualistic. It is about knowing your body, spacing your



strength. It all comes from understanding. Fitness also plays a crucial part. “You have to enjoy the challenge. For me it was the high of being out there. Bowling gave me the high always. I would look to achieving small goals, within the spells, during the day’s play. “That’s what I advocate to the current bowlers. Keep your mind ticking because players mature early in current times. You will have greater impact on the game and your career will be long. “You must have an open mind to learning new things each day on the field.” Subcontinental conditions In Zaheer’s opinion, conditions in the subcontinent dictate your approach. “You may need to bowl long spells to help the others. It is a team game and not just about yourself. Remember there is someone bowling at the other end, too. “Constant discussions help, but it varies with individuals. For me it was natural. I would approach the players and discuss things. It helped me a lot and I tried this with others. “But there are some bowlers who like to be in their zone, some batsmen who like to be left in their zone. Some may want to discuss. Depends from person to person.” Zaheer had praise for the Indian team. “It is all about wining matches. At the end of the day your approach should suit what is the best option for your team. “It depends on how you learn and the challenges you set for yourself. Team India on the whole has been enjoying an upward curve.”



battle but managed to keep their composure. The intrigue of Test cricket came to the fore as New Zealand called the shots and then ceded ground. The lower half of the New Zealand batting had no clue to tackling the turning deliveries, one of which snaked in with lightning intensity to crash past a stunned Kane Williamson’s bat.



HISTORIC 500 Ashwin was the architect of that ball which landed on the ‘rough’ possibly created by left-arm bowler Neil Wagner. The 124-run stand between Williamson and Tom Latham had threatened to take the game away from India. But the race finished in the home team’s favour.



Williamson’s dismissal, soon after Latham’s and Ross Taylor’s, gave the Indian bowlers the fillip. The cream of the Kiwi batting had been taken care of and it was now left to Luke Ronchi and Mitchell Santner to give the innings direction. Contentious dismissal Jadeja and Ashwin ensured New Zealand remained under pressure. The contentious dismissal of Ronchi, declared leg-before to a ball that turned much more than usual, may prove the match-changer since it gave India a chance to slice through the lower half with New Zealand losing the last five wickets for 45 runs. India’s response in the second innings was built on a solid start again by K.L. Rahul and M. Vijay, the latter show-



ing no signs of any discomfort. Rahul played a few crisp strokes and then fell to a fine catch at slip by Taylor. Vijay was in no mood to let go an opportunity to play a big innings and, with Pujara for company, try and put New Zealand out of the contest. With an overall lead of 215 runs and nine wickets in hand, India can look forward to cementing the position on the fourth day with a likely fifthday climax.



Need to do better “We talked about that, we know it’s tough to start in these conditions and we’ve definitely got to do that better in our second innings.” Was R. Ashwin’s ball to get Williamson the best of the day? Watling responded, “Yeah, you could probably say that. “It was a very good ball that spun from very wide, just a tough ball to play and he obviously asked questions like that throughout the day. We have to find a way to deal with those good deliveries.” On the same dismissal, Ravindra Jadeja said, “It was obviously a very good ball. As an of-spinner, beating a batsman between bat and pad shows it’s a very good delivery. “He was their main batsman and could have played for a long time. I think the four wickets we got in the first ses-



sion were game-changing, because we knew that there are only two or three top-order batsmen in their team who can play a long innings.” Great fighters Can New Zealand bounce back? Watling noted, “I know we have a great bunch of fighters in this team and we love playing the game. “We know we are under a bit of pressure now and we’ve just got to find a way to try put the pressure back on them. That is all we can do at the moment. I know our attitude is right, we’ll find out tomorrow.” On six batsmen getting out leg-before, Watling said, “It’s good bowling. Sometimes the ball spins here, and sometimes it doesn’t. It’s about the lines we play and we’re working on that every day, trying to figure it out.” What did Jadeja discuss with coach Anil Kumble. “There was some rough outside the left-handers’ ofstump. So he was telling me to bowl from an angle and from a bit wide of the crease. “He told me to target putting as many balls as possible in that rough because from there, some were turning and some were going straight. “That would have created doubts in the batsmen’s minds and that’s what we spoke about. We discussed bowling a bit wide of the stumps to the left-handers.” How was Jadeja bowling well on helpful pitches? “There is no mystery. We didn’t have very well prepared grounds and pitches and those are the kinds I’ve been brought up on, the kinds where there were no groundsmen and we were just practising,” said the left-arm spinner.



앫 Jadeja’s accuracy was a



strong point while Ashwin made an impact with his ability to vary the pace and angle of the deliveries 앫 Williamson’s dismissal,



soon after Latham’s and Ross Taylor’s, gave the Indian bowlers the fillip



THE FINAL R. Ashwin ONE: brings the curtains down on the New Zealand first innings with a return catch to dismiss B-J. Watling. — PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN



GENERAL



Medal is nice, but it has no life, says Bindra SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Abhinav Bindra may have returned from Rio de Janeiro without a medal, but he labelled last month’s Olympic Games his favourite, ahead of the glory of Beijing. “Out of all my five Olympic appearances, my absolute favourite is Rio because I gave everything to it in terms of preparation,” he said here on Saturday. “I gave it all I had on that day. A medal is satisfying; it’s a nice ending, a reward, but it’s a mere outcome. The process, the journey is what stays with me; it’s what defines me. The medal is nice but it has no life.



BENGALURU:



“The medal I won in Beijing is in a room in my house. Since 2008, I may have looked at it five times. I’m not connected to it.” No thoughts of comeback Bindra was speaking at the Indian Institute of Management (Bengaluru) before a rapt, packed auditorium. “In the last one month, I’ve never thought of a comeback,” he said. “But I’ve thought hard about what I could have done diferently. And the answer is nothing, other than maybe fire a better shot in the shoot-of. And that has given me a lot of satisfaction. It has brought closure to my career.”



Riya Bhatia in last four



TENNIS



SHARM EL SHEIKH: Riya Bhatia



TOKYO: Sania Mirza and her



celebrated her 19th birthday by making the semifinals of the $10,000 ITF women’s tennis tournament here with a 6-4, 6-3 victory over compatriot Sri Vaishnavi Peddi Reddy. The second seeded Riya bounced back from 2-4 in the first set to win in straight sets. The results: $10,000 ITF women, Sharm El Sheikh: Quarterfinals: Riya Bhatia bt Sri Vaishnavi Peddi Reddy 6-4, 6-3. Doubles semifinals: Elena-Teodora Cadar (Rou) & Guadalupe Perez Rojas (Arg) bt Riya Bhatia & Eetee Maheta 6-0, 7-5; Ana Bianca Mihaila (Rou) & Shweta Rana bt Pei Hsuan Chen (Tpe) & Mitsumi Kawasaki (Jpn) 2-6, 6-2, 11-9. — Sports Bureau



Czech partner Barbora Strycova hammered the Chinese combination of Chen Liang and Zhaoxuan Yang 6-1, 6-1 in the final to clinch the Pan Pacific title on Saturday. Starting strongly, the SaniaStrycova duo took the lead in quick time before clinching the set for the loss of just one game. In the second set, the Chinese pair tried its best to bounce back, but Sania and Strycova proved too strong. Liang and Yang made three double faults and the IndoCzech duo just one. This was Sania’s 40th doubles title, and the 18th since the beginning of 2015. She had earlier won the Pan



Abhinav Bindra. — PHOTO: K. BHAGYA PRAKASH



What was it like to retire at 33, Bindra was asked. “I feel like a 12-year-old boy again,” he said. “I have to start from scratch. It’s exciting, because I have to struggle. And struggle



is what I like. It’s a process and the pleasure in the process is what takes you through the day.” Bindra was typically self-effacing, his dry wit drawing chuckles from the gathering. What actor would he choose to play his character if a biopic was made? “I’m not even going to watch that film.” Why did he not compete in multiple shooting events at the Olympics? “I haven’t been able to do one well enough.” He was thoughtful and serious, though, in discussing India as an Olympic sporting nation. “We’re very confused. As a nation, we need to define our Olympic sporting aspira-



tion. Do we want to get into multiple digits and become an Olympic power: is that important to us as a country? Because there are several challenges the country faces,” Bindra said. “If we want to use sport and the Olympics as a medium to project ourselves as a country, we need to define our aspiration and work on it with a long term plan. “If the country decides, then there’s no reason we can’t win multiple medals. In the current situation, we are not going to get above four-five medals. “If we want to come back with 20-30 in my lifetime, we need to start working pretty soon,” said Bindra.



Sania-Strycova duo triumphs in style



TOO GOOD: Sania Mirza and Barbora Strycova lost just two games in the final. — PHOTO: KOJI WATANABE/GETTY IMAGES Pacific crown twice, partnering Zimbabwean Cara Black on both occasions. Leander Paes and his German partner Andre Begemann made it to the final of the St.



Petersburg Open with a 6-3, 7-5 win over the Russian pair of Mikhail Elgin and Alexander Kudryavtsev. In a contest that lasted nearly an hour and a half, Paes



and Begemann won the first set at a canter. In the second, the Russians fought from 2-0 down to race to a 5-2 lead. However, Paes and Begemann held their nerve to win five consecutive games and wrapped up the set 7-5. Paes last won an ATP men’s doubles title in the 2015 New Zealand Open, partnering South Africa’s Raven Klaasen. The results: At Tokyo: Final: Sania Mirza & Barbora Strycova bt Chen Liang & Zhaoxuan Yang 6-1, 6-1; Semifinal: Sania & Strycova bt Gabriela Dabrowski & Maria Jose Martina Sanchez 4-6, 6-3, [10-5]. At St. Petersburg: Semifinal: Leander Paes & Andre Begemann bt Mikhail Elgin & Alexander Kudryavtsev 6-3, 7-5. — Agencies ND-ND
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Mumbai City coach ready for surprises



CRICKET



MUMBAI: Costa Rican Worlkd



Wasim took a career best five for 14 to help Pakistan defeat World Twenty20 champion West Indies by nine wickets in the first match in Dubai on Friday. Wasim’s spin assault routed the West Indies for a low score of 115 in 19.5 overs which Pakistan surpassed in 14.2 overs to take a 1-0 lead in the three-match series. All-rounder Dwayne Bravo hit a gritty half-century to avert a total disaster, adding a new World record Twenty20 stand of 66 runs for the ninth wicket with Jerome Taylor who made 21. Pakistan had lost opener Sharjeel Khan for 22 in the fourth over but Babar Zaman



Imad sets up Pakistan win DUBAI: Left-arm spinner Imad



Cupper Alexandre Borges, in his first season as head coach in the ISL, saye he has clarity about planning with the players available. “You have to be prepared to deal with surprises, sometimes nice and other times they are not nice. We now have 20 players with us, this is a good number to start with,” he said. Mumbai City FC, which opens its campaign with an away tie on October 3 against FC Pune City, will miss Fanai Lalchhuanmawai and Udanta Singh who are injured. Udanta is a new signing on loan from Bengaluru FC and Lalchhuanmawai, also from BFC, has been retained by the Mumbai franchise from last season. BFC’s advance into the AFC Cup semifinal against Malaysian club Johor Darul Tazim for a double leg fixture means two first-team players — striker Sunil Chhetri and goalkeeper Amrinder Singh — will also be released only after the AFC Cup campaign ends. BFC’s semifinal away match is on September 28 and home game on October 19.



(55 not out) and Khalid Latif (34 not out) ensured the target was chased down comfortably. Babar hit two consecutive fours to bring up the victory, hitting two sixes and six boundaries overall in his 37ball knock. “I bowl wicket-to-wicket and this brought me wickets,” said Imad who was declared man of the match. “I try to give my hundred per cent every time.” West Indian skipper Carlos Brathwaite blamed his batsmen. “We didn’t have a good start, so we need to change things quickly because there are back to back matches,” said Brathwaite. — AFP



SCOREBOARD West Indies: J. Charles b Nawaz 7, E. Lewis c Nawaz b Imad 1, A. Fletcher b Imad 2, M. Samuels lbw b Imad 4, D. Bravo c Umar b Tanvir 55, N. Pooran c Ahmed b Hasan 5, K. Pollard b Imad 9, C. Brathwaite c Latif b Imad 0, S. Narine run out 1, J. Taylor b Tanvir 21, S. Badree (not out) 1, Extras (lb-2, nb-2, w-5) 9; Total (in 19.5 overs) 115. Fall of wickets : 1-3, 2-11, 3-15, 4-17, 5-22, 6-47, 7-47, 8-48, 9-114. Pakistan bowling : Imad 4-014-5, Tanvir 3.5-0-26-2, Nawaz 4-016-1, Hasan 3-0-32-1, Malik 1-0-5-0,



Wahab 4-1-20-0. Pakistan : Sharjeel Khan b Badree 22, Khalid Latif (not out) 34, Babar Azam (not out) 55; Extras (lb-1, nb-1, w-3): 5;Total (for one wkt. in 14.2 overs): 116. Fall of wicket : 1-28. West Indies bowling : Badree 40-27-1, Taylor 1-0-8-0, Narine 3-021-0, Bravo 2-0-16-0, Brathwaite 2.20-29-0, Pollard 2-0-14-0. Toss : Pakistan. Man-of-the-Match : Imad Wasim. Pakistan won by nine wickets to lead three-match series 1-0.



TABLE TENNIS



FOOTBALL



United thrashes Leicester; City remains unbeaten Sathiyan clinches his Manchester United thrashed defending Premier League champion Leicester City 4-1 to vindicate manager Jose Mourinho’s decision to drop Wayne Rooney while Manchester City maintained its perfect start with a 3-1 win at Swansea on Saturday. United scored four goals, three from set-pieces, as Chris Smalling, Juan Mata, Marcus Rashford and Paul Pogba with his first goal since his return from Juventus, all found the back of the net between the 22nd and 42nd minutes at Old Trafford. England skipper Rooney was limited to just a few minutes of the bench at the end of the match but Mourinho told Sky Sports: “Wayne Rooney is a big player for me,



MANCHESTER:



Manchester United was all over Premier League IN COMMAND: champion Leicester, pumping in four goals. Marcus Rashford here scores the team’s third. — PHOTO: REUTERS United and this country.” Leicester managed a brilliant consolation goal from half-time substitute Demarai Gray but that could not stop the Foxes shipping four goals for the second time in as many league away games



after doing so at Liverpool a fortnight ago. Sergio Aguero marked his return from a three-game ban for a wayward elbow as Manchester City won away to Swansea for the second time in a week after its EFL



Cup victory in south Wales. Aguero fired City into a ninth-minute lead at the Liberty Stadium but Swansea was level minutes later when Fernando Llorente lashed in a half-volley. City, however, regained the lead with an Aguero penalty in the 65th minute after Mike van der Hoorn fouled Kevin de Bruyne in the box. Raheem Sterling, using Aguero as a decoy, made it 3-1 in the 77th minute. ‘World-class pressing’



Liverpool overpowered Hull City 5-1 after the Tigers spent much of the match a man down at Anfield, with the Reds 3-0 up inside 36 minutes. “I think we should not worry about whether we should have scored more,”



Barca trounces Gijon, moves to the top MADRID: Barcelona shrugged of



the absence of Lionel Messi to move to the top of La Liga as Luis Suarez and Neymar were on target in a 5-0 thrashing of Sporting Gijon. The hosts enjoyed the better of the opening half-hour, but were hit by a two-goal Barca burst in three minutes as Suarez rounded Ivan Cuellar to slot home the opener before Rafinha headed home a second. Lora given marching orders Sporting was reduced to 10 men 16 minutes from time when Alberto Lora saw a second yellow card and Barca made its man advantage count as a Neymar double and Arda



Turan rounded of the scoring in the final 10 minutes. The champion looked unsettled in the early stages and goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen was lucky to escape further punishment when he gave away a free-kick for handling outside his area with the score still level at 0-0. However, one moment of Suarez magic turned the game in Barca’s favour as he raced onto Turan’s through ball and flicked the ball past the onrushing Cuellar before slotting into an empty net. Moments later, a fine team goal put the game beyond Sporting as Neymar freed Sergi Roberto down the right and Rafinha met his cross with



a powerful near-post header. Sergio Busquets and Suarez were replaced by Denis Suarez and Paco Alcacer. Goal glut The goals flowed after Lora dived in on Roberto to leave his side a man light. Alcacer was denied his first Barca goal when he smashed the ball of the underside of the bar, but Neymar mopped up the rebound to make it 3-0. Roberto was the provider once more for the fourth as Turan powered home his cross at the back post four minutes later. Denis Suarez then teed up Neymar to sweep home his second of the game two



minutes from time. And the Brazilian could even have had a hat-trick when he curled another efort of the post in stoppage time. The results: La Liga: Eibar 2 (Illarramendi 57-og, Bebe 65) bt Real Sociedad 0; Sporting Gijon 0 lost to Barcelona 5 (Suarez 29, Rafinha 32, Neymar 81, 88, Turan 85). Bundesliga: Monchengladbach 2 (Stindl 42, Wendt 76) bt Ingolstadt 0; Mainz 2 (Malli 31, Bell 36) lost to Leverkusen 3 (Hernandez 32, 67, 90+2); Hamburg 0 lost to Bayern 1 (Kimmich 88); Augsburg 1 (Finnbogason 46) bt Darmstadt 0; Eintracht Frankfurt 3 (Fabian 39, Meier 45, Hector 90+2) drew with Hertha Berlin 3 (Ibisevic 19-pen, 58, Esswein 65); Dortmund 3 (Aubameyang 45, Piszczek 53, Guerreiro 90+1) bt Freiburg 1 (Philipp 60). — AFP



said Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp. “It was a world-class performance in counter-pressing.” South Korea’s Son HeungMin scored twice as Tottenham won 2-1 away to Middlesbrough. The results: Arsenal 3 (Sanchez 11, Walcott 14, Ozil 40) bt Chelsea 0. Manchester United 4 (Smalling 22, Mata 37, Rashford 40, Pogba 42) bt Leicester 1 (Gray 59); Liverpool 5 (Lallana 17, Milner 30, 71, Mane 36, Coutinho 52) bt Hull City 1( Mayler 51); Stoke 1 (Allen 73) drew with West Brom 1 (Rondon 90+1); Bournemouth 1 (Stanislas 23) bt Everton 0; Middlesbrough 1 (Gibson 65) lost to Tottenham 2 (Son 7 & 23); Sunderland 2 (Defoe 39, 60) lost to Crystal Palace 3 (Ledley 61, McArthur 76, Christian Benteke (90+4); Swansea 1 (Llorente 13) lost to Manchester City 3 (Aguero 9 & 65pen, Sterling 77). — AFP



maiden Pro Tour title DE HAAN (BELGIUM): In a re-



markable performance, India’s G. Sathiyan overwhelmed Cedric Nuytinck of Germany 4-0 (15-13, 11-6, 11-2, 17-15) in the men’s singles final of the ITTF World Tour Belgium table tennis Open (Challenge) on Saturday. This was his maiden Pro Tour title, and the Indian was richer by $4000 for his eforts. Ranked 152nd in the world, Sathiyan defeated the higherranked Stefen Mengel of Germany (ranked 75th in the world) in the semifinal and Harald Andersson of Sweden (156th) in the last-eight stage before coming up with an impressive display over the German, ranked 113th, in the summit clash. Sathiyan had put it across



Jon Persson of Sweden (ranked 103rd) in the second round. “This is the best moment of my career. To beat a few topranked players and win the tournament is something I never imagined,” Sathiyan told The Hindu. After Sharath Kamal’s Egypt Open triumph in July 2010, this is the first time an Indian has won a major singles Pro Tour crown. “This is great news. Given his rankings, he was not the favourite and to win it is something big,” said Sharath. “To win a tournament which had Assar Omar of Egypt (who is currently ranked 56th) as the top seed, who was once ranked in the top-30, is no joke.” — Sports Bureau



BOXING



Hoping for better days ahead G. VISWANATH MUMBAI: India’s boxing fratern-



ity is hoping that some sanity will return to its administration, after its elections at the Sachin Tendulkar Gymkhana, Kandivali, on Sunday, so that the National championship and other major events could be conducted every year. This will put boxing administration back on track after four years. SpiceJet chairman Ajay Singh and Delhi Boxing Association’s Rohit Jain are in the fray for the post of president, while Maharashtra’s Jay Kowli, Goa’s Lenny D’Gama



and Haryana’s Rakesh Thakran have filed their nominations for the post of secretary. From 2012 onwards, the oicials have been fighting as a result of which boxers have sufered and even missed some international events. How it all started The decline started when the Indian Amateur Boxing Federation (IABF) was suspended by the AIBA at its 2012 elections. Thereafter, the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) formed an ad hoc committee to conduct the South Asian Games.



Things really went out of control when the IOA refused to recognise the BFI formed — with Sandeep Jajodia as President and Kowli secretary — at an election in Mumbai two years ago. Exasperated by the events, the AIBA formed an ad hoc committee to administer the sport in India. “The BFI initiative has been taken by three bodies; the AIBA ad hoc committee, the Coordination Board (boxing family) and the DGSAI. “All three felt that it was time India had a legal entity to run the sport in the country. We are hoping for the best,’’ said a boxing oicial, quite



VARIETY



AQUATICS



SU | DO | KU



Madhu betters his own National record 1:08.05, 3. Yuga Birnale (Mah) 1:08.19.



Y.B. SARANGI RANCHI: P.S. Madhu broke his



A mind game and a puzzle that you solve with reasoning and logic. Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any. The solution to yesterday’s puzzle is at left. CM YK



own National record and won the men’s 100m backstroke gold on the opening day of the Glenmark National aquatics championship at the V.B.B. Stadium on Saturday. The Services swimmer’ clocked 57.85 and better his previous record, set in Kolkata two years ago, by 0.1 second. “I am thrilled. I had no plans to go for the National record but I had made up my mind to give my best and go all out in the first 50m,” said Madhu. Aaron D’Souza, the only non-backstroker in the final, also performed creditably well to time 57.91 and surpass Madhu’s Kolkata mark for the silver medal. Arvind Mani had the bronze with 59.06. Sanu Debnath staged a spectacular come-from-behind win to bag the men’s 200m medley gold. Debnath (1:00.06) placed second behind Arvind Mani (58.73) at the conclusion of the backstroke halfway stage. He followed a well-planned strategy to keep his composure and give his best in breaststroke



50m butterfly: Men: 1. Anshul



Kothari (Guj) 24.93, 2. Sarma S.P. Nair (RSPB) 25.19, 3. Supriyo Mondal (RSPB) 25.51; Women: 1. Jyotsna Pansare (Mah) 29.27, 2. Avantika Chavan (Mah) 29.54, 3. Damini K. Gowda (Kar) 29.62. 200m medley: Men: 1. Sanu Debnath (RSPB) 2:08.54, 2. Arvind Mani (Kar) 2:09.29, 3. Likith S..P. (Kar) 2:10.8; Women: 1. Sayani Ghosh (Ben) 2:25.22, 2. Rayna Saldanha (Mah) 2:30.34, 3. Shraddha Sudhir (Kar) 2:30.75.



BIG SPLASH: P.S. Madhu claimed the men’s 100m backstroke gold on the opening day of the Glenmark National aquatics championship in Ranchi. — PHOTO: MANOB CHOWDHURY and freestyle. In a neck-and-neck fight in the final stretch, the Railways swimmer from Bengal overtook Mani in the last 25m to emerge as the winner with a time of 2:08.54. Mani was second with 2:09.29, while Likith S.P. was third with 2:10.8. The organisers could not do much about the green col-



Sathiyan.



oured water in the pool and it posed problems for the swimmers. Saurabh Sangvekar and Maana Patel’s dominating performances enabled them to retain their men’s 400m freestyle and women’s 100m backstroke titles respectively. The results: 400m freestyle: Men: 1. Saurabh Sanvekar (RSPB) 4:02.7, 2. Anand AS (SSCB) 4:08.14;



3. Avinash Mani (Kar) 4:09.48; Women: 1. Shiwani Kataria (Har) 4:32.99, 2. Monique Gandhi (Mah) 4:41.02, 3. Shruthi Mahalingam (TN) 4:41.86. 100m backstroke: Men: 1. Madhu P.S. (SSCB) 57.85 (NR, previous Madhu P.S., Services, 57.95, 2014, Kolkata), 2. Aaron D’Souza (RSPB) 58.91, 3. Arvind Mani (Kar) 59.06; Women: 1. Maana Patel (Guj) 1:05.28, 2. Shreyanti Pan (Ben)



4x100m freestyle relay: Men: 1. RSPB 3:31.96, 2. SSCB 3:35.86, 3. Karnataka 3:37.79; Women: 1. Maharashtra 4:07.27, 2.Karnataka 4:11.47, 3. Bengal 4:21.90. Diving: High board: Men: 1. Siddharth Pradeshi (SSCB) 325.95, 2. Tushar Singha (AIP) 156.30, 3. Puskar Mettei (SSCB) 260.15; Women: 1. Hrutika Shriram (RSPB) 202.15, 2. Twinkle Singha (AIP) 156.30, 3. Ispita Mahajan (Bengal) 154.95. Waterpolo: Men: Maharashtra bt Karnataka 11-2; Punjab bt Bengal 5-3; Kerala bt Delhi 11-2; Women: Bengal bt All India Police 5-1; Karnataka bt Manipur 12-0.



familiar with the happenings on the Indian boxing scene. The elections will be overseen by Justice D.K. Deshmukh. The IOA – which has been advised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) to take note of the elections and also nominate its observer — has, until Saturday evening, not informed the BFI about its decision to nominate an observer. A boxing oicial, though, revealed that a senior oice bearer of the IOA and a wellknown athletics administrator are backing Ajay Singh who has been proposed by Uttarakhand and seconded by Rajasthan.



PGTI adopts anti-doping rules KOLKATA: The Professional Golf Tour of India has adopted the anti-doping rules, paving the way for dope testing of professional golfers. With regulations in place for most of the golf tours, the Indians playing abroad have already been subject to these procedures. Since golf has become part of the Olympics, the “need for having an antidoping structure on the PGTI had become imperative,” said a PGTI release on Saturday. “The decks have now been cleared for the actual implementation of the anti-doping rules later this year when golfers will start undergoing random dope tests on a regular basis,” said the release. PGTI Director Uttam Singh Mundy said, “The PGTI’s anti-doping mechanism, due for implementation later this year, will go a long way in further raising the stature of the tour and upholding the spirit of the sport.” — Special Correspondent
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the Hyderabad Race Club have cancelled the monsoon season’s 19th and 20th day races scheduled to be held on Sunday and Monday, September 25 and 26. Continuous rain throughout the week have left the track’s underfoot conditions wet and unfit for racing.



Turf news PUNE: The Royal Western India



Turf Club (RWITC) has decided to provide signals of its races for Bangalore Turf Club and Mysore Race Club until the end of the Pune season without any pre-condition, it is announced in Mumbai on Friday (Sept. 23). The RWITC will conduct inter-venue betting operations on Mysuru races to be held on Thursday (Sept. 29) and Friday (Sept. 30). BTC and MRC have also decided to conduct inter-venue betting on Pune races scheduled on Sunday (Sept. 25). — Racing Correspondent



Gill emerges clear leader on day one OBIHIRO (JAPAN): Team MRF



driver Gaurav Gill had a trouble-free run to emerge leader after the first leg of the Rally Hokkaido, the fourth round of the FIA Asia Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) on Saturday. The 2013 APRC champion, Gill, along his new co-driver Stephane Prevot, pulled away from the pack in his Skoda Fabia R5 to enjoy a lead of one minute and 24.9 seconds over his nearest rival and teammate Fabian Kreim (Christian Frank). “It was a good day. I had good rhythm and speed. It was smooth sailing and that was something I was nervous about prior to the rally, but we have a really good set-up. Although we made a few changes to the car, it’s working very well and I wish to continue like this on Sunday,” said Gill, who has won all the three previous rounds in New Zealand, Australia and China. Kreim managed to fight his way back into second position after a troublesome morning, which saw him sufer a puncture on Stage Four. — PTI



Sanam beats Prajnesh for title TENNIS / The fourth seed overpowers the No. 2 seed in three sets SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



BATTLE OF ATTRITION: Playing a big-serving left-hander in windy conditions, the canny Sanam Singh took the pace off the ball and served big himself to prevail in a tight third set. — PHOTO:S. SIVA SARAVANAN



call did go against him. Prajnesh struggled but held on for 2-0. The fifth game saw Sanam double-fault twice and Prajnesh raise his game. The latter came up with some crisp returns to threaten again. However, Sanam shrugged of the frustration — and a code-violation warning for throwing his racquet — and hung on to win



the game. Sanam saved two set-points on the ninth game but faltered on the third to let Prajnesh take the match into the decider, much to the delight of the crowd. The final set was closely fought as both preferred to rally from the baseline. A tiebreak seemed imminent, but a couple of forehand winners from Sanam in the ninth game



set up the break for a 5-4 lead. Sanam emphatically served the match out, his three aces shutting the door on Prajnesh. “After a bit of lapse in the second set, I did a lot of running. The conditions were very tough. It was very windy, and both of us were finding it diicult to hit the ball. It was a scrappy match but I am happy to have won it,” said Sanam.



NEW DELHI: Prerna Bhambri will



look for her fifth successive singles title in the Fenesta National tennis championship to be played at the DLTA Complex here from October 3. The other top contenders are Riya Bhatia, Rishika Sunkara, Dhruthi Venugopal, Y. Pranjala, Sai Samhitha, Eetee Maheta, Sowjanya Bavisetti, Nidhi Chi-



lumula, Shweta Rana, Sharrmadaa Baluu and Amrita Mukherjee, most of whom have been busy in the international circuit. The notable names who will be skipping the event are Ankita Raina, Snehadevi Reddy, Prarthana Thombare, Natasha Palha, Karman Kaur, Kyra Shrof and Sri Vaishnavi Peddi Reddy. The men’s section will be



headed by Vishnu Vardhan, followed by Vijay Sundar Prashanth, Mohit Mayur, Sidharth Rawat, V.M. Ranjeet, Nitten Kirrtane, Kunal Anand and Dalwinder Singh. The junior boys’ category will feature defending champion B.R. Nikshep, Siddhant Banthia, Dhruv Sunish, Nitin Kumar Sinha, Aditya Vashist, Parikshit Somani, Abhimanyu Vannem Reddy, Sanil Jagtiani,



Alex Solanki and Udayan Bhakar. The girls’ section will have defending champion Zeel Desai, Vaidehi Chaudhari,, Shivani Ingale, Humera Shaik, Akanksha Bhan, Harsha Sai Challla, Lalita Devarakonda,, Sabhyata Nihalani and Prinkle Singh. With no wild cards on ofer, the organisers have kept two slots — special exempts — in the men’s and women’s events.



Hansraj Prabhakar memorial meet from today Prabhakar memorial basketball tournament will be held at the Oxford Senior Secondary School, E-Block, Vikaspuri, from September 25 to October 1.



The tournament will be played on a league-cum-knockout basis in the senior boys’ and mini boys’ sections. Eight teams have been divided into two groups for the



league phase. The top two teams from the two groups will make the semifinals. The groupings: Senior boys: Group-A: Oxford, St. Michael’s, Venkateshwar, and Brain International;



ing its long absence from international cricket does not hurt its form when it plays a threematch One-Day International series against Afghanistan here. The home side last played an international match during the ICC World Twenty20 in India in April this year and has played no one-dayers since hosting Zimbabwe in November last year. The Afghanistan series was hastily arranged to give Bangladesh some cricket ahead of a more serious engagement against England, which will be visiting the country in October for three ODIs and two Tests. Coach Chandika Hathurusinghe said the team’s main focus was to get back to rhythm as soon as possible. “Not playing for a long time is a bit of an Achilles’ heel for us,” Hathurusinghe said Saturday. The home side was buoyed by the return of pace bowler Taskin Ahmed, who was cleared to bowl in international cricket on Friday after he successfully remodelled his action. Taskin and left-arm spinner Arafat Sunny were reported



for suspect actions after Bangladesh’s opening match in the ICC World Twenty20 against the Netherlands in India. While Sunny was made to wait, Bangladesh drafted Taskin immediately in its squad against Afghanistan. Skipper Mashrafe Mortaza said Taskin’s return would help the team overcome the absence of Mustafizur Rahman, who has been sidelined for months after shoulder s All three matches are taking place at the Sher-e-Bangla stadium, with the second game on September 28 and the last on October 1. The teams (from): Bangladesh: Mashrafe Mortaza (capt.), Shakib Al Hasan, Tamim Iqbal, Imrul Kayes, Soumya Sarkar, Mushfiqur Rahim, Sabbir Rahman, Mahmudullah Riyad, Mosaddek Hossain, Nasir Hossain, Taijul Islam, Shafiul Islam, Rubel Hossain and Taskin Ahmed. Afghanistan: Asghar Stanikzai (capt.), Amir Hamza, Dawlat Zadran, Fareed Ahmad, Hashmatullah Shahidi, Ihsanullah Karim Janat, Mirwais Ashraf, Mohammad Nabi, Mohammad Shahzad, Najibullah Zadran, Naveen-ul-Haq, Nawroz Mangal, Rahmat Shah, Rashid Khan, Samiullah Shenwari, and Shabir Noori. — AFP



HOCKEY



BASKETBALL



NEW DELHI: The 27th Hansraj



Bangladesh guards against rust in ODIs



National grass court tennis from November 27 The National grass court tennis championship is scheduled to be held here from November 27. The championship, being held close on the heels of the Fenesta National hard court championship in Delhi, will offer a total prize purse of Rs. 5 lakh. The qualifying event will be held on November 25 and 26. Interestingly, the main draw is set to feature four wild cards, both in the men’s and women’s events, much in contrast to the practice of not offering any wild cards for National-level competition. — Special Correspondent



CHANDIGARH:



Velavan wins Asian junior squash title



Velavan Senthilkumar. — FILE PHOTO



KUALA LUMPUR: India’s Velavan



Prerna looking to make it five in a row SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



CRICKET



DHAKA: Bangladesh will be hop-



COIMBATORE: Fourth seed Sanam



Singh struggled a bit midway through before prevailing 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 over a fighting Prajnesh Gunneswaran in the final of the LMW-ITF Futures tournament at the Perks Tennis Centre here on Saturday. It was Sanam’s first visit to Coimbatore. “I am happy it turned out to be a lucky one for me,” said the Chandigarh youngster after beating the second seed. It was windy right through but Sanam was not blown away by his opponent’s big serve. His own serving skills apart, it was his ability to consistently cut down the pace on the ball that won him the match. Prajnesh sent down quite a few aces at the start of the first set and earned the applause of a packed house. But he stuttered when it mattered most. In the fifth game, Sanam sensed his chance when Prajnesh double-faulted, and secured a break with a stinging return which Prajnesh buried in the net. Sanam bagged another break in the ninth to seal the set. In the second, Sanam dropped serve in the opening game from 40-0; a close line-
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Group-B: Montfort, The Mann School, Bal Bharati, and Blue Bells. Mini boys: Group-A: Montfort, Blue Bells, Bal Bharati (GR), and Bal Bharati (PP); Group-B: DAV, Oxford, St. Michael’s, and St. Francis.



India loses to Bangladesh DHAKA: India lost to host



Bangladesh 5-4 in the under-18 Asia Cup hockey opener on Saturday. The host had its first penalty corner in the third minute. Goalkeeper Pankaj Kumar Rajak efected a smart save, diving to his left to deny Bangladesh the lead. The host took the lead via Ashraful Islam’s penalty corner in the 15th-minute. The visitor equalised in the 21st-minute when Dharminder Singh converted a penalty corner. Five minutes later India took the lead; a superb counter attack finished of by Ibungo Singh Konjengbam. Bangladesh earned a penalty



corner of a quick counter-attack. Islam’s dragflick left Rajak with no chance, as he scored his second to restore parity. The host took the lead winning a penalty corner in the 38th minute that was converted by Islam. India equalised via a Hardik Singh goal, before Bangladesh scored its fourth — its first field goal — to wrestle back the lead. India took control of the game, spreading the ball nicely. Its eforts paid of in the 53rd-minute When Dilpreet Singh scored to make it 4-4. With 10 minutes remaining, Bangladesh won another penalty and Islam converted it to restore advantage. —PTI



Senthilkumar rallied from two games down to beat Mohammad Al Sarraj of Jordan 1214, 9-11, 11-6, 11-8, 11-7 in the final to emerge the u-19 boys’ champion in the Asian junior individual squash championship here on Saturday. Velavan is the second Indian to win the title after Ravi Dixit, who won it in 2010. National coach Cyrus Poncha said, “I expected this of Velavan, and he has lived up to it. It is a proud moment for Indian squash.” Also, Tushar Shahani won the boys’ u-17 silver and Yash Fadte, an u-15 bronze. India sent 31 players in all. The results: Finals: Boys: U-19: Velavan Senthilkumar bt Mohammad Al Sarraj (Jor) 12-14, 9-11, 11-6, 11-8, 11-7. U-17: Abbas Zeb bt Tushar Shahani 11-7, 11-8, 14-16, 11-7. Semifinal: U-15: Danial Nurhaqiem Shahrul Izham (Mas) bt Yash Fadte 11-7, 3-11, 11-7, 11-1. — Sports Bureau
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