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Intoduction and Background During recent years there have been many developments in the school’s music provision. This policy celebrates the school’s achievements and outlines current practice. Prior to 2007, following an audit of teaching and learning in music throughout the school, it was clear that there were gaps in the children’s knowledge, and the teaching staff did not have the necessary skills or confidence to teach the full curriculum, particularly in key stage two. After successfully bidding for funding from ‘Creative Partnerships’, the school was able to invest in an external consultancy for whole school training. The Voices Foundation provided a programme of ongoing training for staff, which has enabled the approach to become embedded in school. The ‘Voices’ approach is built on the use of the singing voice, as the child’s first instrument, to teach musical skills. The music curriculum has been transformed to give structure and enable progression throughout each key stage. It is based on the ‘Voices’ approach.



Due to the successes we have achieved in music, particularly in singing, we were awarded a Sing Up Gold award in July 2011.



Music Vision Statement Music is a unique way of communication that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal expression and it can play an important part in a child’s personal development. Music reflects the diverse culture in our society and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand and appreciate the world they 2



live in. Through the music curriculum we provide opportunities for all children top create, play, perform and enjoy music. We aim to give every child a voice.



Aims At all key stages music teaching should: 



Develop each of the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appraising in all activities.







Extend these skills by applying listening skills and knowledge and understanding of music.



In particular, by making and responding to a wide range of music, children should be helped to understand: 



How sounds are made, changes are organised, for example through the use of the musical elements and structures.







How music is influenced by the time and place, for example. How it can be affected by the venue, occasion and purpose.



Principles By engaging children in making and responding to music, music teaching offers opportunities for them to: 



Develop their understanding and appreciation of a wide range of different kinds of music, developing and extending their own interests and increasing their ability to make judgements of musical quality.







Acquire the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to make music.







Develop skills, attributes and attitudes that can support learning in other subject areas and that are needed for life and work.



Curriculum Organisation At Thatto Heath Primary we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build the confidence of all children, allowing exciting and engaging performance.
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Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing melodically with others. Through singing, children learn about the structure and organisation of music. We teach them to listen and appreciate different forms of music. Children develop performance skills in music lessons, learning how music reflects feelings and has an effect on their audience. We teach the disciplined skills of rhythm, pulse and pitch, to enable children to have the technical ability to perform and compose. Children are also taught to work collaboratively, combining sounds for effect.



Music Curriculum Planning With the introduction of the new National Curriculum, new medium term plans have been written to reflect the requirements of the subject. We are continuing to work with The Voice Foundation and are using their excellent resources to support our teaching of these new requirements from EYFS, through KS1 and KS2.



Overview of Content Foundation Stage In the foundation stage music is an integral part of learning. In addition to the teaching of musical skills such as finding the singing voice, keeping a steady pulse and understanding the comparatives; louder/quieter, higher/lower and faster/slower, the children use music and song across the curriculum. Counting songs foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs from different cultures increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world. Performances for parents allow children to showcase their musical skills. In this phase teachers will use ‘First Steps into Music – Early Years’ to support their teaching.
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Key Stage One Throughout key stage one children continue to develop their music skills and enjoy using them in performance throughout the year. The music curriculum introduces simple rhythm notation and the ability to distinguish pitch more accurately. The children gain more control over their voices and learn to sing together. They also begin to develop their skills playing untuned percussion and their listening skills as they begin to learn about different genres of music. In this phase the teachers will use ‘First Steps into Music 5-7 years) to support their teaching.



Key Stage Two By key stage two the children have acquired many of the basic music skills. They can use these skills to learn about rhythm and pitch notation, singing and playing in parts, composition, improvisation and performance. Throughout KS2 teachers will work through the First Steps into Music 7-11 years resources to support their teaching. It is a progressive programme which builds on skills learned. The children demonstrate their skills regularly in assemblies and other special events such as our music week.
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Across the school there have been exciting projects and events including; 



Drumming workshops







Key Strings presentation







Music across the decades; presentations and a dressing up day







Choir singing in the community and at the St Helens Schools Christmas Concert







KS2 performances including ‘Joseph’, ‘Grease’, ‘Oliver’ and ‘Wizard of Oz’ and ‘Panto Pandemonium’.







Christmas plays and concerts including a Christingle service, KS1/EYFS plays and upper KS2 carol service in church.







National Sing Up Day celebrations
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Extra Curricular Music



After school and lunchtime clubs have further raised the profile of music in the school. We have a choir in Key Stage 2 who enjoy performing in the church services at Easter and Christmas and at other school and outside events.



Wider Opportunities Our year 4 pupils participate in a program of lessons in which they learn a string instrument. This exciting opportunity inspires children to continue to develop their skills after the project, and fosters a love for playing which they will carry with them. We also provide the ‘Play on Programme’ to our year 5 and 6 pupils so that they can continue to learn their instrument. These lessons have provided small group learning which has enabled the children to make even greater gains in their learning.
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Learning Environment At Thatto Heath Primary we endeavour to create a learning environment which encourages a positive attitude towards music. Music plays a significant part in the life of the school; assemblies, stage productions, dance events and music presentations and workshops. We encourage children to explore their musical abilities outside the curriculum and celebrate their achievements in this.



Resources have been greatly extended and now include a range of instruments which reflect a multi-cultural society, ICT software which is used throughout the school and a collection of music CDs and digital music to extend the children’s knowledge of different genres of music. A music room has been established allowing classes to make full use of available instruments in a suitable working space.
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Cross Curricular Links Music is used as a learning tool in other areas of the curriculum. As a school which is committed to using creative approaches to learning, staff regularly sing, rap, chant and move to music.



English Music contributes to the teaching of literacy in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop their language skills through singing songs with attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. Music is also used to stimulate discussion in creative writing. Through working with others in a musical setting, children develop their ability to communicate ideas effectively.



Mathematics Music contributes to the teaching of mathematics in many ways. Across the school, children take part in ‘Numberfun’ songs, a resource which was brought in to develop maths skills through the medium of song. These are used in maths lessons regularly. Rhymes and songs are used to teach number, particularly in the early years. Also, the analysis of song structure and rhythm work involves pattern and fractions, amongst other things. Talent in music is often linked with talent in mathematics, as rhythm and structure of music is mathematically based.



ICT ICT and music are linked in many ways. Music in school is kept digitally, as is a pictorial and video portfolio of musical activities and events. In music lessons ICT is used on various levels. For example, the children’s own music making and compositions are recorded to enable the children to listen to their performance, making improvements as they feel necessary. Software such as ‘GarageBand’ is used in ICT work in units such as ‘We are Musicians’ which is taught in year 4. In this unit the children are taught to use the software to produce digital music. Also, music is added to animation work in various units throughout school.



P.S.H.E Music is the basis for many social activities and has an important role to play in the personal development of young people. Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively with others and build up good relationships. It has a role to play in building self- confidence. Participation in musical performances is sometimes one of the most memorable things a child does. 9



Dance Dance and music share obvious links, which are fully utilised in school. Dance specialists teach the children for a term each year, using music as their central resource and inspiration. Performance is showcased in assemblies and other events throughout the year, including our year 6 leavers ‘musical’ and Christmas performances.



SMSC Listening to, creating or performing music can sometimes be a moving and even spiritual experience. We encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and quality of life. The children have the opportunity to experience music from many cultures and, through their growing knowledge and understanding, they develop more positive attitudes towards other cultures and societies. Music plays a part in the whole school’s contribution to the development of pupil self identity. This is achieved through developing spiritual, moral social and cultural understanding of their own and others’ lives.



Health and Safety Children have access to resources which are appropriate for their needs, age and development. The music team regularly inspect the resources and ensure that they are in good working condition.



Inclusion We teach music to all children, whatever their ability, gender or race in accordance with the school curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all. Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of the child, and our work in music takes into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans. We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities to enable all children to participate and develop their musical skills. We achieve this in a variety of ways; 



Setting common tasks, which are open ended and can have a variety of responses.







Grouping children by ability to allow for extra support or extension.







Grouping children to provide peer support and inspiration. 10







Differentiating the use of resources depending on the age and ability of the child.







Using support staff to enable access to the curriculum to all children.



Assessment, Recording and Reporting Over the last five years it is clear, through performance, monitoring, observations and teacher assessment, that there have been tremendous improvements made in the quality of teaching and learning in music. Informal assessments are made by class teachers and the music co-ordinator to guide their teaching for the next unit. This is guided through statements of attainment, as provided with the medium term planning. These statements also enable teachers to guage the level at which the children are working. New staff are inducted into our ‘Voices’ method of teaching music through observation and guidance from the music co-ordinator. Monitoring and Review Music in school is monitored regularly. This includes annual review of the policy and the music action plan. Resources 



A range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments are available in the music room.







Full class sets of string instruments (wider opportunities)







Posters and pictures







ICT software







Music teacher and pupil books (First Steps into Music)







CDs







Recorders



Revised and adopted by the Governing Body ………………… Committee ………



Signed …………………………….. (Chair of Governors)
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