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MEETING MINUTES ASME MECHANISMS AND ROBOTICS COMMITTEE TIME:



8:30pm -- 10:30pm, Tuesday, September 12, 2006



PLACE:



Parlor A, 2nd Fl, Sheraton Philadelphia City Center Hotel



OLD BUSINESS



1. Approval of the Minutes of 2006 M&R Committee Meeting in Long Beach, CA. 2. Report from the organizing committee of IDETC 2006 (Vijay Kumar)



Vijay prepared a draft report. Jeff presented a summary on Vijay’s behalf. The rest of the members of the organizing committee added comments from their prespective.



Acceptance Rate for MR is high compared to other conferences The acceptance rate for the conference is 76.4%. The data on the number of papers and the distribution of papers across conferences is summarized in the table and chart below.



Conference/ Symposium MR DAC CIE DTM DFMLC DEC Total



No. of Papers Submitted 153 159 122 87 33 27 581



No. of Papers Accepted 135 118 93 49 25 24 444



Acceptance Rate 88.2% 74.2% 76.2% 56.3% 75.8% 88.9% 76.4%



Some Key Features 1)



For the first time, no deadline extensions were granted. All conference chairs agreed



on a deadline and the FTP site was shut down as scheduled. [Jeff]



2)



The Conference features a social event on all three evenings: a networking event on



Sunday, the Conference reception on Monday, and the JMD reception on Tuesday. 3)



We were very aggressive with cost-cutting keeping regular registration to be very



close of the 2005 numbers and well below numbers of comparable IEEE Conferences, while reducing student registration costs ($50 for conference registration and $20 for workshops and tutorials).



Publicity: Venkat The Organizing Committee prepared the program for the conference to save publishing costs. Comments: searchable website will be desirable.



Tutorials and Workshops: Mary Frecker and Michael Wang Tutorials and workshops were formally solicited with the help of the conference chairs and formally reviewed by a subcommittee. Mary and Michael were proactive in soliciting proposals and actively involved in reviewing them. Approximately 80 people were registered for 2 workshops and 3 tutorials.



Emphasisze tuotorla organziers much earlier recruiting.



Special Events: Jim Schmiedeler The Committee solicited and contributed research demonstrations from each conference to improve the visibility of our technical activities.



Suggestion: Location should be selected in areas that invite more traffic. Maplesoft gave 5K. Combine interactive session with Lab demo? Student Affairs: Pierre Larochelle The conference includes a networking event for students on Sunday (Sept 10) and several contributed research demonstrations and exhibits during the conference, in addition to sponsors’ exhibits. The M&R Design Competition is being moved to a position of prominence by showcasing it along with other demonstrations and exhibits.



Industry Panels: Gloria Wiens International Affairs: G. K. Ananthasuresh We were proactive in publicizing the conference and have arranged a session engaging researchers from different countries focusing on M & R research around the world. We have tried to address the problem with no-shows by foreign participants. Some international authors end up not coming and their papers are not presented. This causes unplanned breaks interrupting the flow of the sessions. We are identifying these potential no-shows up front and scheduling their papers at the end of the sessions and on the last day.



3. Report of the M&R Conference (Gordon Pennock and Stephen Canfield) Gordon: There are a total of 135 papers accepted out of 153 papers submitted. Invited three keynote speakers including Del Tesar, Jorge Angeles, and Pierre Larorochelle. Two have been given and they (Del and Jorge) gave excellent keynotes. MR lunch went well. Thanks Pierre for the his work as awards chair. There were visa problems with oversea authors. Steve: Education componet is new and encouraging. Interactive session is decreasing since Vijay created this several years ago. There are three parallel sessions. Comments on the webtool. Emails to authors from symposium not implemented. Reviewer database should be kept for future conference. Output conference program and author index should be made easier. Craig Lusk and Carl Nelson reported student mechanism design activities see



(http://robots.unl.edu/Nelson/detc-student-des-2006.htm#coordinators) for detail. It is sugested that we should keep a record of winning teams. 4. 2007 M&R conference.



Sunil mentioned about the new bylaws and progression for the conference leadership. Rastegar is 2008 IDETC general chair. He is projected to be 2007 MR conference chair. Rastegar accepted. For 2010, Pierre and Andrew proposed to host, No 1 choice for location is Montreal, Canada. Gordon is chair-elect of MR committee. Kumar is MR committee chair for 2007. Sunil recommendation is passed. 5. Election of new M&R Committee Members



MR committee consists of 15 regular members, 6 executive members, Associate Editors of JMD in the area of Mechanisms and Robotics. The following new members have been elected to serve for a full six year term: Dennis Hong, Chintian Huang, Peng Song, Rafaele Di Gregorio, Gloria Wiens Carl Nelson has been elected to serve out the two-year term vacated by Pierre Larochelle. New Business Pierre Larochelle reminded people to nominate ASME fellows, DED machine design award, and Best Paper awards. Larry Howell mentioned that there is money for the best paper in compliant mechanisms. Jian Dai mentioned about the proper introduction of speakers and suggested ways to improve the chairing of the sessions. Charles Kim and Anurag Purwar volunteered to organize student competition for 2007.
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The agenda for the meeting is as follows






The Conference features a social event on all three evenings: a networking event on. Sunday, the Conference reception on Monday, and the JMD reception on Tuesday. 3). We were very aggressive with cost-cutting keeping regular registration to be very close of the 2005 numbers and well below numbers of comparable ... 
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