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Apison Church School Observes 40th Anniversary Pastor Lester Coon Inspired Beginnings in Church Basement



use to have a band, singing in the choir, coming to school on a bus, (we had one of those, too.) school picnics, Christmas programs, work bees and 8th grade class trips.



BY ANITA MCGRATH s the Apison church celebrates its fifty-year anniversary, the Lester Coon Adventist School is celebrating 40 years. In 1971 the Apison church opened its doors to Christian education with the help of their pastor Lester Coon. It started small in the basement of our old church building where our children's divisions are now. Needing more room the front part of the school structure was built in 1972.



A



DO YOU REMEMBER when the library was the community service center until it was moved to a trailer to make more room for children? The gym was added in 1980 and the mortgage was paid off on June 13, 1995. It was dedicated to Lester Coon in 1977. As you enter the front door on the right hand side is a plaque that says: "Lester Orville Coon Author-Lecturer-Pastor, in loving appreciation for your many years of service in the cause of Christ, in honor of your tireless efforts in behalf of our youth, in recognition of the Christian principles you have fostered. On this day, Saturday, Aug 13, 1977, We the members of the S.D.A. church of Apison dedicate the Apison S.D.A. Christian Church School to the education of our youth and the finish of the work of God in the earth.” SOME OF YOU will remember the recesses, liking school, not liking school, field trips, band trips. Yes, we



OUR TEACHERS are what I consider not fly by night. They were, as our three teachers now are, dedicated to our school. Looking at the list our teachers stayed 5, 6, 7, 8, years, with our own John Holly holding the record for 17 years, who taught Grades 2-8 by himself in the 1992-93 school year. Our current staff has a seasoned team in it. We’ll start with our newest teacher Jeanie Allen. She carries a full plate. Her husband works for the conference and she has children in college. She teaches K-2 and has had an interesting year, by not only keeping up with her students, husband and children, but working on mending a broken ankle. She is a special ed teacher and adds much to our staff. Ask any of her students and you will find she is much loved. One of our seasoned team members is Leanne Barto. She has been with us nine years, leading the school as principle for six years. She teaches Grades 5-8. Her patience, love of her students and a desire to give every child a memory of a lifetime has earned the love of her students. She and a small staff are taking the 8th graders to Washington, D.C. for their class trip. Last but not least is Mark Sargent. This is his seventh year with us and has been principal for the last two years. His style of building character is interesting. I have watched him with my grandson, helping him make wise decisions and making him feel like he did it on his own, even when he was



guided. Mark not only teaches Grades 3 and 4, but as principal has a very full schedule. You may find him at the school way after 8p.m. His tireless work on behalf of our children, is commendable. He shows and portrays a Christ-like character and not just his class but all the children love him. He wants every child to know, love and be with Jesus for eternity. SO, AS YOU HAVE HEARD, our school is well prayed-for by a church that believes in Christian education as well as scholastic education, helping them to know Christ and serve Him for a lifetime. #



Guest Speaker



Elder Harold Kuebler, a former pastor of the Apison church, was the guest speaker of the worship hour at the church’s50th anniversary celebration on April 9. Read the story on page 8. Photo: Becky McCurdy
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Family



CHARTER MEMBER Mary Watkins, center, is one of the charter members who attended the church’s 50th Anniversary celebration Photo: Becky McCurdy



HAPPENINGS from Various Sources i Floyd McCasland spent a week in the month of April visiting with one of his sons and his daughter. They had a great time fishing and he caught some good size fish. Don't be surprised, if you ask him more than once about the fish he caught, each time they seem to just get bigger and bigger. Floyd has two boys and one girl. One son lives in Pennsylvania. The other son and daughter in Texas. Yes, Floyd is an old Texan. Although he lives in Tennessee, his heart is actually in Texas. You can tell by the boots that he wears. i Among the SAU students graduating in May are: Aaron Cheney, Karen Briggs and Ashley Cheney Wagner. i Glen and Judy Boyko are moving to North Dakota after his retirement on May 6. They will be caring for his mother and the farm where she lives. i Faye McColpin is away on a mission trip. i Jonathan and Erin Peckham have moved to Virginia where he will be employed as an auto mechanic. Erin is looking for a job in nursing. They are living at 268 Shiloh Avenue in Waynesboro VA 22980. i Bill and Beth Cruttenden are expecting the arrival of their first baby in October. i Rusty Zimmerman is back in town working, creating awareness of their mission in Nicaragua, and accepting funds for their work. Presently they are training young men to be missionaries in their villages. They are learning more about Jesus, his love and how to teach their people. They also brainstorm for ideas to help their people, such as clean water. i A wedding tea was held April 17 for Shelby Foster and Brian Hustad. The wedding will take place in Orlando in May.
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with a M.S. in Music. He has taught at various academies including Mt. Vernon, Highland, and Oak Park for 27 years. He taught many areas in the field of music – band, choir, voice, and instrumental. Our condolences are extended to Penny White, whose sister passed away recently, to Ernest and Freda Clark on the passing of his sister and to Clarina Oliver, whose son Robert Andrew Oliver, 64, of Chattanooga, died April 11, in a local hospital. Mr. Oliver was the owner of Quality Cabinet Co., a member of Cleveland Christian Church and a veteran of the Vietnam War serving in the U.S. Navy.



Meet the NEW MEMBERS Who we are and what we do Paul Haynes Paul Haynes has two sons and is newly (October 16, 2010) married to our own Cloey (nee Williams). Paul graduated from Southern Missionary College with a B.S. in Industrial Arts, one of the first three to graduate with that degree. He was was a printer and musician. He worked in print shops at different conferences and academies, and taught printing for many years. He later went to Andrews University and graduated



PAUL AND CLOEY



He retired from Walker Memorial Hospital in Florida and then lived for 20 years in Fannin County, Georgia. Paul's parents accepted the Seventh-day Adventist message when he was five years old. He attended mostly SDA schools. His favorite text is "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" Philippians 4:13. Other New Members Just welcomed were: i Wesley Bradford i Glerys Castro i Myron Jenkins i Adiel Paulin i Mike and Darlene Rogers i Greg and Karen Williams
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LCA Students Demonstrate Their Writing Skills Lester Coon Adventist



SCHOOL NEWS Bear B Y J O CELY N B EASO N , 4th Grade Bear was a hero to my family. He lived with us for seven years. O ne time when we were moving to our new rented house, we discovered that we were going to take care of two other dogs. Bear would get on the deck of the pool for safety, because he was scared of the other dogs. He did not like it when they tried to play with him. One of the dogs names was Nutmeg; the other dog's name was Mocka, a boy dog. W hen I was in school one day my dad took Bear to the pet hospital. Bear went to the doctor to sleep forever. I was sad when I heard the news, but Bear was too old and his leg was shaking because of his bad disease. He just couldn't do it anymore. My parents and I did not want him to suffer anymore. That was the end of Bear the dog. Even thou Bear is not with me anymore, I still have the good memories of playing with him and his love for me. Remember to always love and be kind to your pets.



The Bloody Nose B Y J O SH T IN KH AM One summer day we went to a boathouse to meet my mom’s friends. T he boat was huge! The boat had three bedrooms with big beds. T here was a kitchen, and a livingroom too! W e went down the Tennessee River. My brother and I got to drive the boat. The big boat had a little boat called a "dingy". It also had a GPS and the boat went very fast. My mom’s friends had a dog. It was a little dog, and when I went down to pet it, the dog bit me on the nose! It hurt really badly! My nose started bleeding! M y mom came to help me, and we used a tissue to stop the bleeding. W e went down the river for a long time. After we arrived at the Little River Canyon, we ate lunch on the boat. W e had hot dogs. W hile we were in the canyon, we saw three bald eagles. They were flying so high! M y



Grandpa decided to take my mom and me out on the dingy. W e went way ahead of the big boat and tried to see animals along the riverbank. My mom took a lot of pictures. My grandpa drove very fast. W e were having lots of fun until we hit a big wave. W e bounced up and down hard. My mom hit her tailbone on the side of the seat. She was in pain just like I was earlier that day! W hen we got back to the big boat my mom had to lie down on the couch. Later we found out that my mom had broken her tailbone. It must have hurt badly! My first trip on a big houseboat was filled with accidents, but I still had a fun time. I can't wait to do it again!



The Best Day Ever B Y K ATIE S CO TT , Grade 4 I was about to have the best day ever. I was on my way to Miss Dot's house, for the very first time! I almost jumped out of my seat because I had a feeling something really, really good was going to happen. Thirty minutes later… W e were there! My sister and I leaped out of the car and into Miss Dot's garage because she had a new litter of kittens! The kittens were with their mother cat. All of a sudden the door to the house opened. "W ho was that?" I wondered. Miss Dot and her grandsons came into the garage to see us. I had never met her grandsons, and one of them was my age. His name was Cole. Later on… Cole and I went out of the garage and played. W e played football and jumped on the trampoline. After a while Sissy (my sister) and Miss Dot came outside and sat on the swing while Cole and I played. Toward the end of the day… Miss Dot, Sissy, and I went into the garage and got the kittens. W e sat on a bench in the shade and petted them. Sissy had a gray kitten crawl up in her lap to take a nap while I held a black and white kitten in my lap. I named her "Daisy" after Daisy Duke on Dukes of Hazzard. W ay too soon we had to say goodbye to Miss Dot, Cole, and the kittens. Oh how I wanted to take Daisy home with me! I knew she was supposed to be mine. Days later… "Can I have her, please?! I promise to take good care of her!" I begged Daddy. W hen



Daddy said, "All right, you can have her," I could hardly believe it! I was so happy. Sissy and I called Miss Dot to tell her the good news. W e could come and get Daisy once we came home from summer vacation. After vacation… The day we came home, Sissy and I called Miss Dot to come and get the kitten but she said she would bring Daisy to us. I waited all day; the day seemed to drag by so slowly! In the evening my mom got a phone call from Miss Dot. She could not find Daisy, and was afraid she had taken a little adventure and might not come back. Mom told me and we prayed that Miss Dot would find Daisy. Daisy comes home… Later that evening Miss Dot came to our house with Daisy wrapped up in a towel. She said this little kitten had been gone for quite a while and called her a "rounder"! I was so happy to have Daisy. She was finally mine!



Health and Safety Emphasis at LCA B Y L ISA J ENN INGS , Administrative Assistant to the Principal Five amazing puppeteers with the organization Kids On the Block came to LCA on April 7 and put on three puppet shows for the students. The shows taught about safety, and various forms of abuse. Students learned how to get help or stop abuse from continuing, and how to handle bullying. The form of puppetry Kids on the Block uses is called Bunraku. It is a form of traditional Japanese puppetry founded in Osaka back in 1684. It is much different from the more traditional style of puppetry where the puppets are on strings and those moving the puppets are behind a stand. In Bunraku, the puppeteers are actually standing behind the puppets in plain view, but they are dressed in black, with black veils, and have a black curtain behind them. Within a few moments the audience forgets about the puppeteers. The puppets are child-size, and each puppet portrays a distinct personality through dress, actions, tone of voice, gestures, etc. The puppets are used to help students identify Continued on Page 7
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The Apison Seventh-day Adventist Church 11421 Bates Road – Apison, TN 37302 Post Office Box 1551 – Collegedale, TN 37315 Telephone: (423) 236-4214 -o-



Visit Our W ebsite: www.apisonchurch.org -o-



School Division Leader, and MORE! If you are not involved, please pray "Lord, where do You want me to serve You?" Please see one of the elders if you feel impressed to serve or if you have a name to suggest. We all have 3rd class tickets!



Easter Cantata Performed BY BECKY MC CURDY



Find us on facebook: Apison SDA Church -oPASTOR: JEFF BROWN ...........................................
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Associates: Penny White and Becky McCurdy Typist: Yvonne Marais-Huskey Circulation Manager: BreeAn Adams Technical Support: Rob Raney, Robby Raney, Greg Daniel PRINTING: MODERN WAY PRINTING & FULFILLMENT xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



Our Apison Church Choir had the privilege of working together with the Simpson United Methodist Choir of Rossville, GA and various musicians from the community to present “No Greater Love” by J. W. Peterson, for a vespers program at our church. We were accompanied by organ, piano, and a small orchestra that included a harp, two violins, a viola, two cellos, a flute and oboe, a trumpet, trombone and French horn. This Easter Cantata tells the story of the ministry, betrayal, death and resurrection of our Savior in a very moving manner. We also shared this program at the 11:00 service on Sunday morning at the Methodist Church. God blessed our efforts for His Glory.



Traveling Third Class BY PASTOR JEFF BROWN A man was buying a ticket for stagecoach ride. "Do you want 1st class, 2nd, or 3rd?" "What's the difference?" “Well, it's a bad, rough road, and there has been a lot of rain. When the stagecoach gets stuck, the 1st class passengers can remain on board, while the 2nd class people have to get out and walk." And the 3rd class ticket-holders?" "Well, they have to push!" All of us in the church have 3rd class tickets. We all have to push, to work, to share in the work of the church. Currently there are several needs in the church: Adventurer Director, Sabbath School Superintendent, Junior Sabbath



The church parking lot has been expanded to accommodate 45 more vehicles. It will be paved as funding comes in.



Health Tip: If you stop getting thirsty, you need to drink more water. When a human body is dehydrated, its thirst mechanism shuts off.



May, 2011 Sunday 1 SAU Graduation



Monday 2 Birthday: Erin Peckham



Tuesday 3 Birthday: Charles Miller Everett Palmiter



Wednesday 4 Anniversary: Dan + Janet Seebeck



Thursday 5



Friday 6



10:30 Praise & Prayer Meeting



8 Mother’s Day



7pm – Elders mtg. 7pm-Youth WoP (week-of-prayer) >>>>>>>>>>>>>> 9 Birthday: Tre’ Smith



7-8 Choir practice 7pm Youth WoP 10 Birthday: Brigitta Neff



11am –Worship LeClare Litchfield Pathfinder Sabbath 6:30 Pathfinders 7pm Prayer Mtg. 7pm Youth WoP 11 Birthday: Zane Williams



3pm Sunshine band 7pm Youth WoP 12 Birthday: Sarah Murray



7pm Youth WoP Sunset: 8:30pm 13



10:30 Praise & Prayer Meeting



15 Birthday: Skylynn Hills



7pm School Board



7-8 Choir practice



16



17 10:30 Praise & Prayer Meeting



6:30pm Pathfinders 7:00 Prayer Mtg.



7pm – Financial Peace



18 Birthday: Ellenen Young



19



Newsletter deadline 55+ Club



7pm – Church board mtg. 22 Birthday: Mark Eirich



23 Birthday: Joy Ratliff Larry Cowan



7-8 Choir practice 24 10:30 Praise & Prayer Meeting



Collegedale Academy Graduation



7-8 Choir practice 29 Anniversary: Dave + Melissa Allemand Eric + Sherri Schoonard



30 Birthday: Mayo Crutcher Lori McKissick Anniversary: Brian + Amelia Laneville



31 Birthday: Melissa Allemand Kelley Bertil 10:30 Praise & Prayer Meeting



Memorial Day 7-8 Choir practice



Sabbath 7 Birthday: Keith Ingram Lorynne McKissick



6:30 - Pathfinders 7:00 Prayer Mtg. 25 Birthday: Edna Kitchen Anniversary: Ryan + Debbie Harrell



7pm LCA School Graduation 7pm – Financial Peace 26 Anniversary: Bob + Anita McGrath



6:00 New Member Supper Sunset: 8:35pm 20 Birthday: Glenn Boyko Anniversary: Bryan + Cyndi Fox John + Virginia Holley



27



>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>



7:00 Prayer Mtg.



7pm –Financial Peace



Sunset: 8:46pm



GOD LOVES YOU! And we do too!



11am -Worship Pastor Brown 12:30 Fellowship lunch 21



11am – Worship



Pastor Brown



28 Birthday: John Holley



Worship



>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>







14 Birthday: Tony Mobley Mary Watkins Anniversary: Laura + Arlen Byrd



Sunset: 8:41pm



CAMPMEETING >>>



You are loved with an everlasting love! (Jeremiah 31:3) That is a real reason to smile!



6:30 Youth WoP



The Seventh-day Adventist Church At Apison Tennessee



“I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide and I will fill it.” Ps. 81:10 In other words: I saved you from bondage and I will supply all your needs!



>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>



Our Heavenly Father is such an Awesome God!
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Eat and Meet Evangelism in Albania



SMALL GROUP FELLOWSHIP A typical gathering of friends for an evening of study and discussion.



BY GLEN WINTERM EYER * The joy of seeing small groups in action never ceases to thrill me. Somehow we fail to recognize, or take the time, likely the latter, to stop and enjoy fellowship one with another, enjoying the resulting benefits. As I write, Karen and I are in the second largest city of Albania, Vlora. Located in the southern end of Albania it is located on the Adriatic Sea. For 15 years we have come here to coach and encourage missionaries as they seek to plant a growing, thriving group of Adventist believers. Initiating such a group is a huge challenge to fulfill in the wake of the fall of one of the most repressive regimes of communism. The climate is such that no one trusts anyone for fear of reprisal and revenge. So how does one go about establishing trust in God when trust is such an unknown factor in day to day life? In fact, as I interviewed Albanian people in this present trip I asked that very question: How does one go about establishing trust in a society so devoid of trust? Guess the response. "Love me, accept me, get to know me. . ." That sounds just like something Jesus said, "Love your neighbor just the way you love yourself." The model of the church in apostolic times found in Acts 2 clearly shows the way of the early believers. They studied together, ate together, prayed together, helped one another, AND they socialized in each other's homes. That means they became intimate, one with another. One cannot spend time with someone and not experience a deepening level of intimacy. People want to share. I repeatedly see this as I travel the world. This particular trip was for the purpose of teaching in the simplest of
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forms how to do small groups and how to study the Bible. In countries and people groups where financial resources are extremely limited it is vital to the promotion of the gospel that people understand that its movement never be limited by financial resources. Believers must catch a glimpse of the joy that comes from small group fellowship, and Bible study. They must learn that the spread of the gospel can happen in their living room, on their front porch, under the shade of a tree, etc. Over the last few months in preparation for this trip, thanks to the Internet and Skype, we have been encouraging the fledgling group in Vlora to think "small groups." It has not been an easy sell because going to one another's homes in yesteryear made one suspect. But persistence pays. There is a willingness to try something new. Upon learning of our trip, the Albanian Mission of Seventh-day Adventists invited us to share our seminar "Bible Studies Made Simple for Small Groups" with selected members from the various churches of Albania. In addition we shared the principles of small group development here in Vlora as well. Last evening we were invited to a church member's home on the 9th floor of an apartment building. David and Olsa had invited their friends, all in their 20s – a loan officer of a bank, a travel agent, a writer, a musician, a



university student; some married, some dating, and one looking; some Christian and some not; and one pregnant. What a delightful mix it was. Eating and meeting fits in extraordinarily well in this culture. One cannot go to someone's home in Albania without being served a snack of some sort. And to further strengthen the "eat and meet" scenario, the guests also bring a small contribution to add to the get-together. Last even-ing was no exception. In the process of enjoying ourselves it came out that this group would like to study how to develop healthy relationships in marriage. So it was agreed that in one week we would meet again, studying how to have healthy marriages, basing our study in the Bible. And so goes the process of developing relationships for eternity – loving, accepting, meeting needs, learning, Bible study, etc. Please pray for this small group of people who are seeking for a better way of life. And may this better way be firmly centered in Jesus. * Glen Wintermeyer is head elder of the Apison church. He does occasional mission assignments ovewrseas.



Parking Lot Expansion Forty-five spaces are being added to the church parking lot. All are invited to make contributions toward the expense. Mark your gift, “Parking Lot Improvement.” Thank you.
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Pathfinders Enjoy Camporee BY BREE AN ADAM S N THURSDAY, April 14, the Apison Pathfinder Club took off for the Cohutta Springs Pathfinder camporee. As they drove away little did they know that they were in for an adventure that they would never forget. Arriving at Cohutta they found their assigned spot and set up camp. Friday brought canoeing, water balloon fun, climbing Jacob's ladder and riding the zip line, just to name a few. As the activities continued the wind began to pick up with increasing strength. At times it was strong enough to almost blow you over. It even blew some of the port-a-potties over. Yikes!!! 4 p.m. found the group back at camp preparing to enjoy the food fair when the wind really began to blow, flattening tents, ripping off tops of awnings and even bending the strong, sturdy awning poles. On top of this, the rain began to fall–gently at first and then turning into a torrential downpour. With each new gust of wind the Pathfinders would grab the poles of our awning for extra support. The rest of the evening was spent under our awning watching it pour. Our camp began to look like a lake with the tents as little islands in them. Under the awning there was three to four inches of mud. Fortunately our belongings were dry thanks to our leader having us put everything up on chairs in the middle of our tents before the storm. Our camp was declared uninhabitable due to the water and we were moved to a nice, warm, dry cabin. Sabbath dawned cool but with the sun shining. Church, nature honors and a surprise visit from Pastor Jeff and Mrs. Joy were the highlights of the day. The last event was Sunday morning when they had a race. Caleb Holland won the 2nd place medal in his age



O



group and 3rd place over all. [#1094 in photo above] Way to go Caleb!!! Looking back on the weekend we have many things to be thankful for-no one got hurt, our awning and tents were not destroyed, a dry cabin to sleep in, caring staff who helped make it all go smoothly, and for God's protection through out the weekend. It was a memorable trip.



WOMEN’S MINISTRY "To those who missed the introduction of choosing a partner to pray with, and to remind those of us that did hear, we want to encourage each one to sign the sheet that will be on the bulletin board in the foyer. For those who are unable to sign the sheet, feel free to call Jean Atherton at (423) 580-0292, or June Paynter at (423) 396-3999. "Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them." Matthew 18: 19 and 20.



Vegan Delight BY : KATHERINE MAC FARLANE -oLENTIL AND NUT ROAST 1 ½ cups cooked brown rice or diced whole wheat bread crumbs 1 cup nut meal 1 medium onion chopped 2 cups cooked lentils ½ tsp each of sage/savory/salt Combine all ingredients and add vegetable juice or water if too dry. Pour into casserole and bake 45 minutes at 325 degrees. Serve with tomato sauce or gravy.



Health and Safety Continued from Page 3 with them, and to help children think through some difficult issues. Most students thought the puppets were funny and informative. In one entertaining scene, Nam's friend kept calling him to complain about his abuse because his parents were making him make his own lunch and do other chores. He kept calling and asking Nam to help him call CPS to report them. It was hilarious! The whole presentation was very balanced and educational. (Kids on the Block was created in 1977 and is currently active in all fifty states and in more than 36 foreign countries.)
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SPECIAL FEATURE



the water, managing the show diver's air supply and communication equipment and ready to lend surface support in the event of an emergency.



Bo Smith Volunteers at Aquarium



BO’S SON TRE completed his preliminary scuba diving training as a Scuba Ranger in June 2009, with the distinction of being the youngest person to graduate from Choo Choo Diver's program to date. After his 10th birthday next month, Tré will be eligible to enroll in the Junior Open Water certification program.



BY TINA SM ITH ome might call Bo Smith a late bloomer when it comes to water adventure. He didn't learn to ski or slalom until he was in college but quickly picked up both and also mastered barefooting, which he still enjoys today. Now in his 40s, Bo has embraced another challenging water sport – scuba diving.



S



FIRST INTRODUCED to the underwater world by a friend seven years ago, Bo returned home to immediately sign up for certification classes at Choo Choo Diving and Aquatics Center in Chattanooga. In the fall of 2004, he earned his Open Water Diver certification and then completed advanced training the next year, specializing in four areas – Deep Diving, Wreck Diving, Enriched Air Nitrox and Computer Diving. This required diving wrecks off West Palm Beach in Florida. "EVERY DIVE even at the same location, is a different experience," Bo says. "Things are constantly changing, and there's always something fascinating to see. I would dive every single day, if I could." BO DIVES in local lakes and quarries and also travels to Lake Jocassee in Salem, SC every summer. Duke Power created the man-made lake in 1973 after building a dam and flooding a valley, and the company now alters the lake levels to generate electricity. While the Smith family enjoys a relaxing two-week vacation at a rental home right on the water, Bo works in as many scuba dives as possible – including a
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Bo Smith dives at the Tennessee Aquarium as a volunteer .



130-plus foot trek down to an actual graveyard to view tombstone markers as well as empty vaults where some bodies relocated to higher ground. Bo dreams of someday exploring the lake's underwater lodge located more than 300 feet below the surface. IT’S HARD for Bo to find the time and resources to travel for ocean diving very often, so he enjoys serving as one of nearly 250 volunteer scuba divers at the Tennessee Aquarium in Chattanooga. Twice each month he spends the day caring for God's creatures in captivity. He feeds the animals, helps maintain both freshwater and saltwater environments, and even talks with the crowds. A UNIQUE DEVICE allows Bo to both breathe and speak underwater while in the Secret Reef at the Ocean Journey building. Visitors can ask him questions and are always very intrigued to talk with and observe the divers, especially while watching the sharks swim by just inches from their masks at times! Rest assured, a show diver is always guarded by another diver whenever in the exhibit with sharks; also, a third diver is always stationed above



WITH BO’S ENCOURAGEMENT fellow church member Christopher Beason also has earned his scuba diving certification and hopes to sign on as an Aquarium volunteer in the near future. The two have enjoyed diving together off Panama City Beach in Florida as well as at Lake Jocassee.



Apison Church Celebrates 50 Years An all-day program of special events marked the 50th anniversary celebration of the founding of the Apison Seventh-day Adventist Church. At Sabbath School, previous pastor Greg Daniel read Scripture and offered prayer. Members of the McGrath family presented a musical selection and Anita McGrath gave a sketch of the beginnings of church school. During intermission, the LCA school choir sang two selections and Pastor Jeff Brown gave an account of the founding of the church. Elder Neil Reid, ministerial director of the central region of the Georgia-Cumberland Conference, offered a prayer of thanksgiving. Three charter members, Mary Watkins, Betty Newman and Jim Watkins, were welcomed. Elder Harold Kuebler, former Apison pastor, gave a challenging sermon. Warren Oliver called for the offering and told a children’s story. Stanley Lewis offered the invocation.
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