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2008 Lone Star Conference Men’s and Women’s Championships



Bartlesville Public Schools’



The Bruin Weekly E-Mail Newsletter



Volume 2, Number 30 Friday, March 7, 2008 www.bps-ok.org “Excellence In Education”



Superintendent’s Chalkboard



Tournament has been slam dunk ofWhensuccess the Bartlesville High



School Fieldhouse made its official debut on Dec. 3, 2006, we knew we had a special facility. A spectacular 2,200-seat venue tailored for basketball and volleyball, it is versatile enough to be used for a wide variety of other events including graduation and prom. A product of the $30.5 million school bond issue which passed in 2001, it has fast become a source of pride for those within our community. Of course, those from outside of the greater Bartlesville area have taken notice of the BHS Fieldhouse as well. That’s why whenever officials from the Lone Star Conference toured the



Lone Star Conference women’s basketball players took part in a bowling activity with Bartlesville Special Olympics athletes on Friday morning at the Red Apple Sports Center.



Lone Star spirit



Everyone wins as athletes interact with students



The University of Central Oklahoma Bronchos headed off the court and toward the exit. Assistant coach Roland Ware looked back over his shoulder toward some of his players. “Was that fun, or what?” he asked. Smiles all around made the answer obvious. CHALKBOARD - Cont. to Page 5 The Bronchos weren’t head-



ing off the hardwood following a big win in the 2008 Lone Star Conference Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championships, which are being held this week in the Bartlesville High



LONE STAR - Continued to Page 4



Rotary Students of the Month: March



Bartlesville High School juniors Clint Shoemake and Carrie Tillett have been selected as the Rotary Students of the month for March. Clint is the son of Cheryl Shoemake. The junior class vice president, he is a member of the National Honor Society. He runs cross country and is a member of the National Spanish Honor Society. He is involved in Big Brother Big Sister and is a K-Life Ministries Clint Shoemake Bible study leader for sixth-graders. He is active in Overflow Student Ministries for the Bartlesville Southern Baptist Church. Clint is employed by the law offices of Mary Lynn Mihm. Carrie is the daughter of Cindy and Neil Tillett. A member of the National Honor Society, she is the vice president of the Spanish Club. She volunteers at an area doctor’s office and serves as a dance teacher assistant at Art of Motion. Carrie is a member of the National Spanish Honor Society as well. Carrie Tillett The Rotary students of the month – both seniors and juniors are eligible – are chosen by a committee of BHS teachers. The students should be of high moral character, have initiative, show leadership capabilities, be good students, and be active and interested in their school and community. One boy and one girl are selected each month from September through May. Graduation is closer than you think Bartlesville High School is scheduled to celebrate its graduating Class of 2008 on Friday, May 23, in a ceremony at Custer Stadium. It’s set to begin at 8 p.m.



Elks Students of the Month: March



Bartlesville High School Society as well as the Senior seniors Patrick Megee and Audra Service League, she plays Bridendolph have been named varsity soccer and sings in the Elks Students of the choir. She has been Month for March. a member of the orPatrick is the chestra for five years son of Nancy and and is a member of Bryan Megee. A the St. Luke’s Young member of the NaDisciples as well. tional Honor Society, Audra enjoys bike he is active with riding and reading the Boy Scouts of and is a member of America, where he the Venture Crew 21. Patrick Megee is an Eagle Scout as Elks Students well as a senior patrol of the Month – all of leader. He plays socwhom are seniors – cer and runs cross are chosen by a comcountry and enjoys mittee of Bartlesville hunting and fishing High School teachers. as well. Patrick is a They must be of high lifeguard at the Hillmoral character, have crest Country Club initiative, show leadand enjoys playing ership capabilities, be in his church basketgood students, and be Audra Bridendolph ball league. He is a active and interested member of the Senior in their school and Service League. community. Audra is the daughter of One boy and one girl are seBill and Cheryl Bridendolph. A lected each month from October member of the National Honor through May.



Weather day forces classes back in session March 24 The Bartlesville Public School District will hold classes on Monday, March 24, to make up for an extra inclement weather day which was used in February. The district allots three inclement weather days per academic year. Once those are used, the district must reconfigure its calendar to make up the



lost school time. Thus far, during the 2007-08 academic year, wintery weather has resulted in classes being canceled on four different days. March 24 was originally scheduled as a professional in-service day for teachers throughout the district. Classes are not in session on professional in-service days.



B’ville pom squads sparkle in Kansas Competing at the 2008 Kansas Spectacular dance contest, the Bartlesville junior varsity and freshman pom squads distinguished themselves in the Sunflower State. In a competition held Jan. 26 at Olathe East High School featuring 65 teams, the junior varsity squad earned the best score in the Open Category, winning their division and collecting a sweepstakes award along the way. Competing against varsity and J.V. squads, the Bartlesville junior varsity placed 17th in technique and 18th in precision. The team finished 29th overall. The freshmen won a coveted sweepstakes award Note for district employees Once again, it’s time to review all activity fund fundraisers and expenditures. For those organizations with activity fund accounts, the site budget secretary should be contacted, thus allowing for the review and revision of the list of fundraisers and expenditures. The list must be returned to the Education Service Center by May 14.



for their lofty team score and accepted a Gussie Nell Davis Award as well, an honor bestowed upon squads which collect at least 90 points from every judge in every category entered. Of the teams which earned a Gussie Nell Davis Award, the Bartlesville freshmen had the fifth-best scoring total. The freshmen placed 14th overall and won a judges’ award for their hip-hop routine, which was deemed the fifth best in that category. They received a Best Overall Choreography Award, placing second in points for all divisions. Melissa Hoelting took first place for her solo number in her category.



B’ville Group Sets Gold Standard



Stellar Sites



The Bartlesville Public School District offers a wide array of useful tools for students as well as parents. For some extra educational insight, give these web sites a look: PowerSchool http://www.bps-ok.org Click on the PowerSchool link toward the top of the home page. · Parents and legal guardians can check with office personnel at their student’s school to find out how to access PowerSchool. · Information on students - such as grades and attendance records available via PowerSchool. Study Island http://www.studyisland.com Use the “Member Login.” · Student login information must be obtained from teachers. · Used by grades three through eight.



Members of the Tenderlovin’ Gals – (from left) Terrie Hye (Richard Kane Elementary School), Karri Erfurdt (Central Middle School), team leader Dianna Turner (Kane), Cathy Burgen (Hoover Elementary School) and Ginger Kane (Central) – won the gold medal for “Best Entrée” at the Sodexo Culinary Arts Contest on Feb. 26 in Owasso. Five teams competed in all, including those representing the public school districts from Owasso, Kellyville, Durant and Bartlesville as well as Tulsa Senior Nutrition. Bartlesville’s Tenderlovin’ Gals prepared a pork tenderloin roulade as their winning dish. Each team was given recipes and the ingredients for an entrée, a salad and a side dish. The contest rules called for 40 servings of each recipe with two hours to prepare. Sodexo manages the food services program for the Bartlesville Public School District.



LONE STAR - Continued from Page 1



School Fieldhouse. The good cheer was the byproduct of time well spent Thursday at Jane Phillips Elementary, where a handful of Bronchos shot baskets before an adoring class of students in the school gymnasium. The players answered questions, gave some hoops pointers and finally signed autographs for their enthusiastic young fans. The Lone Star basketball championships tipped off on Wednesday and are scheduled to conclude on Sunday afternoon with the women’s title contest. The NCAA Division II conference, which is comprised of 15 schools from three different states, is in the first year of a three-year pact which will see the hoops championships played out in Bartlesville. “Everything has been positive about this tournament and Bartlesville in general,” says Stan Wagnon, the commissioner of the Lone Star Conference. “The reality of it continues to exceed our hopes and expectations.” The benefits of the having the championships in Bartlesville are seen on a number of different levels, not the least of which has been player interaction with students within the Bartlesville Public School District. Thursday saw men’s players from two different participating teams – Tarleton State University and Central Oklahoma – visit four district schools, Hoover Elementary, Jane Phillips Elementary, Wayside Elementary and Central Middle School. “All of the coaches and players I talked to were grateful to be able to get out and meet some of the students and teachers in the area,” says Wagnon of the school visits. “It was an enjoyable experience. “I think any time you can get out and serve, and think of someone



John Neal, a senior guard with the University of Central Oklahoma men’s basketball team, greets Jane Phillips Elementary students on Thursday in the school gymnasium.



other than yourself, that’s really a good opportunity to grow.” Lone Star athletes had another chance to grow on Friday morning as they took part in a bowling event with Bartlesville Special Olympics athletes. The Red Apple Sports Center, where the event was held, donated its lanes as well as equipment such as bowling balls and shoes. Sandy Bliss, a special education instructor at the Bartlesville Mid-High School as well as the Special Olympics head coach for the BPSD, helped to coordinate the event along with officials from the Bartlesville Sports Commission. “It was fabulous,” says Bliss of the event. “The kids absolutely loved it. “I was really impressed with the interaction between the kids and the athletes.” As was the case during the school visits, smiles were plentiful. The athletes seemed to take a genu-



ine pleasure in assisting the special needs students as they aimed their bowling balls at the pins. “To watch the spirit and the kids interact, I just saw so much positive energy,” says Tim Bart, the BHS boys basketball head coach. “Our special needs students were having so much fun with the Lone Star Conference athletes. “It was really touching to watch that.” Bart, the tournament co-chair along with Bob Pomeroy, is a Bartlesville Sports Commission board member. The BSC was instrumental in working with Lone Star officials to get the conference’s basketball championships located to Bartlesville. “Our volunteers say the Lone Star teams and all of their personnel have been very kind and nice during the whole week of the tournament,” says Bart. “We couldn’t be more pleased with the whole situation.”



CHALKBOARD - Cont. from Page 1



facility several months ago, they quickly realized they had happened upon a stellar place in a special town. Continuing today on the floor of the BHS Fieldhouse, the 2008 Lone Star Conference Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championships have been a rousing success. Sixteen teams – eight men’s squads and a like number of women’s clubs – from within this conference have competed for automatic bids within the NCAA Division II tournaments. Fans from throughout Green Country have been given a fantastic opportunity to witness a very unique event right in their own backyard. Founded in 1931, the Lone Star Conference currently consists of 15 different schools which can be found in three different states –Oklahoma, Texas and New Mexico. The institutions from within the Sooner State include the University of Central Oklahoma (based in Edmond), Northeastern State University (Tahlequah) and Southwestern Oklahoma State University (Weatherford). During the Lone Star tournaments, fans have likely seen a few players they know. A former star of the Bartlesville High School varsity squad, Ben Rovenstine is now a junior guard with Northeastern State. The RiverHawks lost a hard fought game to Tarleton State University on Wednesday evening in opening-round play. Other area players who have competed in the men’s bracket include Sam Belt (Broken Arrow), Keith Marks (Tulsa) Brian Walker (Tulsa) and Mike Bontrager (Tulsa). Women’s players with area ties include Blanca Casale (Tulsa), Antonia Smith (Tulsa), Jasmine Webb (Owasso), Jessica White (Jenks) and Erin Jent (Vinita). Those who have enjoyed the tournament thus far can look forward to more hoops happenings



courtesy of the Lone Star Confereliminated from the men’s tournaence in the near future. This is the ment in a tough 65-64 loss to Tarlefirst of three straight men’s and ton State, Northeastern State head women’s championship tournaments coach Larry Gipson had plenty of which will be held in the BHS Field- reason to be down. Still, he found house. time during his postgame press Events such as the Lone Star conference to give a thumbs up to Conference Men’s and Women’s Bartlesville and the job it has done Basketball Championships are alas a first-time host of the Lone Star ways good for a comhoops competition. ‘Bartlesville has munity. Fans who have “Bartlesville has followed their respecdone a great job with done a great job tive teams during their this tournament,” said with this postseason runs here Gipson. “I tip my hat tournament.’ to Bartlesville have the to them.” - Larry Gipson, opportunity to visit our The men’s semifine community. And, finals of the 2008 Northeastern the teams themselves, State University Lone Star Conference when not competing on Men’s and Women’s men’s coach the hardwood, have the Basketball Championchance to interact with ships are scheduled for some young fans here in town. On today at the BHS Fieldhouse. The Thursday morning, men’s players tip off for the first contest (Abilene from the University of Central Okla- Christian University vs. Texas A&M homa and Tarleton State University University-Commerce) is set for 6 visited four sites from within the p.m. while the second (University Bartlesville Public School District of Central Oklahoma vs. Tarleton – Hoover Elementary School, Jane State) will follow at 8:30 p.m. The Phillips Elementary School, Wayeventual winners will advance to side Elementary School and Central Saturday’s men’s final at 7 p.m. Middle School. Dropping in on The women’s semifinals are physical education classes – as well set for noon (Abilene Christian vs. as a VisionQuest class at Central – Central Oklahoma) and 2:30 p.m. they explained who they were and (Angelo State University vs. West answered questions from students. Texas A&M University) on SaturAnd since they were in a P.E. enday with the title match-up slated vironment, they were able to shoot for Sunday at 1 p.m. baskets with the youngsters and give For those who haven’t been them some general basketball point- able to attend a game yet, there are ers as well. still several opportunities to do so. I’ve heard nothing but good For those who have already attended things said about the 2008 Lone Star several games, we invite all of you Conference Men’s and Women’s out for more spirited action. Basketball Championships. And the The status of the Lone Star players and coaches from all of the Conference is certainly rising here competing teams have been exin Bartlesville. Here’s a tip of the tremely complimentary of the BHS hat to the leadership of the BartlesFieldhouse, the city of Bartlesville ville Sports Commission and everyand the many wonderful ambassaone who has made the men’s and dors from the City of Legends. On women’s basketball championships Thursday night, after his team was such a success.



Bartlesville Public Schools Activities (Week of March 7-13, 2008) Friday, March 7 *** End of the Third Quarter *** Disney/Cartoon Sweatshirt Day (Ranch Heights Elementary School) Math Testing Window (Ranch Heights Elementary School) Mid-High Counselors Visit (Madison Middle School) OSSAA Regional Tournament at Owasso (TBA) Spring Picture Day (Will Rogers Early Childhood Center) Vocal District Solo and Ensemble Contest at OKC (TBA) Soccer: Varsity Boys and Girls at Arkansas Showcase Tournament (Noon) PSG Meeting in COW Room (Noon) (Madison Middle School) Dr. Seuss Meets Mother Goose (2:30 p.m.) (Wilson Elementary School) Baseball: Junior Varsity Hosts Sapulpa (4 p.m.) Lone Star Conference Men’s Basketball Championship Tournament: Semifinal (Abilene Christian vs. Texas A&M-Commerce) at BHS Fieldhouse (6 p.m.) Lone Star Conference Men’s Basketball Championship Tournament: Semifinal (Tarleton State vs. Central Oklahoma) at BHS Fieldhouse (8:30 p.m.) Saturday, March 8 Regional Drama Tournament at Owasso (TBA) Soccer: Varsity Boys and Girls at Arkansas Showcase Tournament (TBA) Soccer Junior Varsity Girls at Owasso Junior Varsity Tournament (TBA) Baseball: Freshman at Stillwater (Noon) Lone Star Conference Women’s Basketball Championship Tournament: Semifinal (Abilene Christian vs. Central Oklahoma) at BHS Fieldhouse (noon) Baseball: Varsity at Stillwater (1 p.m.) Baseball: Junior Varsity Hosts Stillwater (1 p.m.) Lone Star Conference Women’s Basketball Championship Tournament: Semifinal (Angelo State vs. West Texas-A&M) at BHS Fieldhouse (2:30 p.m.) Lone Star Conference Men’s Basketball Championship Tournament: Championship Game at BHS Fieldhouse (7 p.m.) Sunday, March 9 Functional Literacy: Newspaper, Charts… (Oak Park Elementary School) Lone Star Conference Women’s Basketball Championship Tournament: Championship Game at BHS Fieldhouse (1 p.m.) Monday, March 10 Book Fair (Woodrow Wilson Elementary School) Math Testing (Ranch Heights Elementary School) Mid-High Counselors Visit (Madison Middle School) Quarterly Assessments (Central Middle School) Spring Book Fair (Oak Park Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Hoover Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Richard Kane Elementary School) Golf: Varsity Boys and Girls at Ponca City Invitational (9 a.m.) Baseball: Junior Varsity at Barnsdall (4 p.m.) Baseball: Freshmen Host Grove (4:30 p.m.) Baseball: Varsity at Grove (4:30 p.m.) Board of Education Meeting (5:30 p.m.) (Education Service Center) Operation Eagle Dance Class in Gymnasium (6:45 p.m.) (Oak Park) Senior Parent Night at Fine Arts Center Auditorium (7 p.m.) (BHS) Tuesday, March 11 Wilson Fifth-Grade Orientation (Madison Middle School) Seventh-Grade Book Bingo (After School) (Madison Middle School) Spring Book Fair (Woodrow Wilson Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Oak Park Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Hoover Elementary School)



Spring Book Fair (Richard Kane Elementary School) Math Testing (Ranch Heights Elementary School) Quarterly Assessments (Central Middle School) Red Cross Hand Washing Tips (Oak Park Elementary School) Tennis: Varsity Boys and Girls at Claremore Invitational (TBA) Track: Central Middle School at Skiatook Invitational (TBA) Bruins for Christ in Library (7:30 a.m.) (Madison Middle School) Track: Junior Varsity Boys and Girls at Skiatook Invitational (9 a.m.) Spring and Group Pictures (9 a.m.) (Hoover Elementary School) Parent Support Group Meeting (1 p.m.) (Bartlesville Mid-High School) Baseball: Freshmen Host Dewey (4 p.m.) Baseball: Junior Varsity Host Dewey (4 p.m.) Soccer: Junior Varsity White at Sand Springs (4:30 p.m.) Fifth Grade Parent Night Orientaion at Central Middle School (5 p.m.) Central and Madison Open Night at Youth Canteen (6 p.m.) Soccer: Varsity Boys and Girls at Sand Springs (6 p.m.) PTO Meeting (7 p.m.) (Will Rogers Early Childhood Center) Wednesday, March 12 Third Grade Program (9:40 a.m. and 1:20 p.m.) (Kane Elementary School) Ranch Heights Fifth-Grade Orientation (Madison Middle School) Spring Book Fair (Woodrow Wilson Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Oak Park Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Hoover Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Richard Kane Elementary School) Math Testing (Ranch Heights Elementary School) Tennis: Varsity Boys and Girls Host Bartlesville Quad (TBA) Golf: Varsity Boys and Girls at Tahlequah Invitational (8 a.m.) Choir Rehearsal at Fine Arts Center (11:28 a.m.) Central Orchestra Performs (2:15 p.m.) (Richard Kane Elementary School) Thursday, March 13 Hoover Fifth-Grade Orientation (Madison Middle School) Spring Book Fair (Woodrow Wilson Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Oak Park Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Hoover Elementary School) Spring Book Fair (Richard Kane Elementary School) Eighth to Ninth Grade Make-Up Enrollment Day in Library (Central) Parent-Teacher Conferences (4-7 p.m.) (Will Rogers ECC) Parent-Teacher Conferences (Richard Kane Elementary School) Popcorn, Pickles and Candy Day (Ranch Heights Elementary School) Tennis: Varsity Girls at Claremore Invitational (TBA) Golf: Varsity Girls at Sand Springs Invitational (9 a.m.) Track: Varsity Boys and Girls at Skiatook (9 a.m.) Parent Support Group Meeting in Hospitality Room (Noon) (BHS) Basketball: Fourth and Fifth Grade Championships (2:30 p.m.) (Kane) First Grade Music Program (2:30 p.m.) Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences (3:30 p.m.) (Wilson) Late Night Book Fair (3:45 p.m.) (Hoover Elementary School) Parent-Teacher Conferences (3:45 p.m.) (Hoover Elementary School) Parent-Teacher Conferences (3:45 p.m.) (Ranch Heights Elementary School) Baseball: Junior Varsity Hosts Jenks (4 p.m.) Parent-Teacher Conferences (4 p.m.) (Oak Park Elementary School) Soccer: Junior Varsity Boys Blue Hosts Union (4:30 p.m.) Soccer: Junior Varsity Girls Host Union (4:30 p.m.) Soccer: Varsity Boys and Girls Host Union (6 p.m.) All-City Choir Concert (7 p.m.) (Fine Arts Center)
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