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Leaders Bruins Education



Superintendent’s Chalkboard Bruins continue to prove selves as ‘Leaders in Education’



Third grade students perform during Hoover Elementary School’s 2011 Veterans Day program, which was held on Thursday morning in the school gymnasium.



Honoring those who served



All six BPSD elementary schools to feature Veterans Day programs this week On Thursday morning, during the first of their two scheduled performances on the day, third grade students at Hoover Elementary sang



and acted out skits during the school’s 2011 Veterans Day assembly. The program was led by Hoover PROGRAMS - Continued to Page 8



When it comes to some key state and national testing series, the Bartlesville Public School District is passing with flying colors. The Oklahoma State Department of Education recently released the 2011 results for the Academic Performance Index, a measuring system which monitors the academic integrity of the Sooner Dr. Gary W. Quinn State’s school districts and the sites which comprise them. The testing series focuses on the core subjects of math and reading, and has a scoring range from 0 to 1,500, which is considered perfect. The BPSD chalked up an impressive 1,325, a 40-point improvement from the previous year. And, among the 32 largCHALKBOARD - Continued to Page 9



A generous donation by the Birdies for Scholarships program has allowed the First Tee National School Program to be introduced as part of the regular physical education class curriculum at Jane Phillips Elementary School, helping to promote an understanding of golf among the students. Pictured are Birdies for Scholarships’ Thad Friedman (far left) and Bob Pomeroy (far right) as well as Jane Phillips principal Sandra Kent (second from the left) and school physical education teacher Jeff Rude.



Love of golf taking flight at J.P. Thanks to Birdies for Scholarships, First Tee program now featured as part of school’s P.E. curriculum The varsity boys golf coach at Bartlesville High School as well as the physical education teacher at Jane Phillips Elementary School, Jeff Rude grabbed a club as his first grade students looked on. The club was small, light and offered a large club head – perfect for a child just becoming familiar with the sport. Addressing the youngsters in one of his P.E. classes in the Jane Phillips gymnasium, he struck the ball – which was more like a miniature tennis ball than a golf ball – and sent it rolling toward a target. As it struck the middle of the target, the eagerness of the children to grab a club of their own and begin taking some shots became apparent.



Earlier this year, principal Sandra Kent approached representatives with the Bartlesville-based Birdies for Scholarships program about the possibility of funding a First Tee National School Program at Jane Phillips. First Tee is an initiative of the World Golf Foundation focused on giving children of all backgrounds an opportunity to develop important life skills – such as honesty, integrity and sportsmanship – through the sport of golf. Through its National School Program, First Tee offers a curriculum for elementary school students as well as supplies – such as clubs, balls and targets – which can be integrated into P.E. classes. Founded in 2005, Birdies for Scholarships offers college scholarships to deserving members of area high school golf teams each year. In addition, it makes contributions to local prep golf programs to help them cover expenses. When Kent approached Birdies for Scholarships officials with the idea of bringing the First Tee National GOLF - Continued to Page 7



Photo Special to The Bruin



An annual fundraising event for the Bartlesville Public School District’s Special Olympics program, a special bingo night event at the American Legion generated an estimated $3,800 on Saturday evening. Among the prizes were 54 themed gift baskets. Pictured with some of them is Central Middle School eighth grade student Baylee Ropp, the daughter of Andy and Debra Ropp.



Annual bingo night fundraising event is winner for BPSD Special Olympics program An estimated $3,800 was generated for the Bartlesville Public School District’s Special Olympics program through its annual bingo night fundraising event, which was held Saturday evening at the American Legion. Approximately 110 people were on hand for the event, which featured plenty of food and games as well as special gift baskets for the winning players. Grand prizes of a 32-inch flat screen television and a trip aboard a private plane were awarded, also. “It was a really great night,” says Sandy Bliss, a special education teacher at the Bartlesville Mid-High School who is in her 16th year as the coach of the BPSD Special Olympics team. “We had excellent participation from the community and the families of our athletes. “I think everyone really enjoyed the event.” The bingo night event is the always the biggest fundraiser for the BPSD Special Olympics program in a given year and helps the squad cover the costs associated with competing in various events. In May, the Bruin team is scheduled to take part in the 42nd Annual Summer Games for Special Olympics Oklahoma in



Stillwater, its biggest competition of the year. The BPSD Special Olympics team consists of approximately 50 students. The youngsters can begin competing at age 8 and continue through their senior year of high school. More than 30 area businesses made donations toward Saturday evening’s bingo fundraising event. Many of the gift baskets – 54 in all – were donated. Of the gift baskets, each of which was put together around a particular theme such as “move night,” 12 were won in regular bingo play. The remaining 42 were raffled off to help raise additional funds for the BPSD Special Olympics program. Several homemade goodies – such as pies and apple dumplings – were donated and sold at the event. In addition, Pepsi donated drinks and Wendy’s provided complimentary chili. The Wal-Mart Distribution Center made a donation toward the event and volunteers from the Bartlesville Civitan Club pitched in to help. Early bird play began at the American Legion, BINGO - Continued to Page 9



Parent Cheryl Ford (pictured left) recently won three Crayola DreamMakers Student Activity Centers in a contest and designated Jane Phillips Elementary School to be the recipient of them. Shown with Ford are Jane Phillips principal Sandra Kent (center) and first grade teacher Tama Hill.



Thanks to generous parent, Jane Phillips Elementary School is winner in Crayola contest During the summer, Cheryl Ford, a parent within the Bartlesville Public School District, learned of a contest offer through Crayola. The company was offering 1,200 prizes available in all, and each of them would consist of three Crayola Dream-Makers Student Activity Centers. Those who signed up for the contest could identify which school they would like the three centers to go to should they win. The drawing for the 1,200 prizes was held in September, and Ford found out she had won. With her vic-



tory, Jane Phillips Elementary School ultimately prevailed as the school she had designated as the prize recipient. Jane Phillips recently received the three Crayola Dream-Makers Student Activity Centers, and they will soon be utilized by the students at the school. Each of the activity centers features 360 cards with standardsbased projects to help youngsters integrate visual arts into their regular science, math and language arts lessons. Projects are available in each activity center for students from the first through the sixth grades The ac-



tivity centers each feature a teacher’s guide as well. “We’re excited about this generous donation from Cheryl because it will help us with our arts integration into the curriculum,” said Jane Phillips principal Sandra Kent. “We really appreciate the kind gesture.” Those who wished to assist their school with the prizes offered were asked to sign up online for the Crayola Dream-Makers Sweepstakes contest. Eligible to be designated as a school which would CONTEST - Continued to Page 10



World War II Veterans Visit Their Former School



Graduates of Central High School, Lee Stone (seated left) and R.P. Marshall (seated right) visited the building on Wednesday to reminisce. Pictured with Stone and Marshall is Joe Todd, an area historian and videographer, as well as Kay Little, who is the education coordinator for the Bartlesville Area History Museum. Todd and Little asked questions of the men, both of whom are veterans of World War II, and Todd filmed the interview and visit. Now a middle school, Central was a high school from 1926-39. Stone and Marshall attended the school from the seventh through the 12th grades. Stone graduated in 1935 and Marshall earned his diploma a year later.



Siemens Donates 200 Reams of Paper to Jane Phillips, Wilson Elementaries



Siemens Industry, Inc. in Bartlesville recently donated 100 reams of paper to Jane Phillips Elementary School and another 100 reams to Woodrow Wilson Elementary School. Pictured, school counselor Michelle Gregory (far left) shows off the donation to Jane Phillips on Nov. 3 along with Siemens’ Sara Marsheck and Jeff Henry. After dropping off the 100 reams at Jane Phillips, Marsheck and Henry then headed to Wilson to complete the paper donation.



Bartlesville Regional United Way: Agency Feature



Family Healthcare Clinic provides quality, affordable medical treatment for those in need A member agency of the Bartlesville Regional United Way, the Family Healthcare Clinic has a stated goal that is easy to decipher. The goal is to provide “quality, affordable and accessible medical treatment, preventive and reproductive health care and health-based educational programs for underserved individuals and families of our community.” “Underserved individuals” are sometimes forced to look at healthcare as more of a luxury than a necessity, a viewpoint borne of limited finances. Those with the Family Healthcare Clinic, which is located at 1820 W. Hensley Road in Bartlesville, continuously work to make sure everyone is able to get the quality treatment that they need – regardless of their financial situation. “In this tough economic climate, the number of uninsured families is growing,” notes Patty Leach, the executive director of the Family Healthcare Clinic. “People have to have medical care for themselves and their families. They can’t wait until there is a crisis.” Fifty-year-old “Charles” almost waited too long to seek out medical attention. Years ago, Charles was diagnosed with high blood pressure. And though he works full time, he didn’t have health coverage and wasn’t able to afford follow-up visits to monitor and control his condition. High blood pressure can lead to other problems, placing stress on the heart and hardening arteries, increasing risk of heart disease, strokes and kidney disease. In short, it can lead to a medical crisis. “The ultimate consequence of Charles’ long-term high blood pressure,” relates Leach, “could have been death.” One day, noticing the uncomfortable effects of his elevated blood pressure, Charles stopped by the Family Healthcare Clinic. The average person pays around $40 per visit at the clinic – which offers general care for a wide array of issues – and during his stay, Charles re-



ceived a full blood work-up. The results showed that he had diabetes and high cholesterol in addition to his high blood pressure. He was prescribed an affordable medication and he now successfully controls his condition. “Charles expressed his gratitude that he was able to access this life-changing healthcare at a cost that was affordable,” says Leach. “His previously undiagnosed conditions are now also being managed and treated. “Charles reports that he feels better – with increased energy – and is more productive in his job, in providing for his family and as a citizen.” The program which put Charles on the road to better health is known as Access to Care. It is one of many programs offered by the Family Healthcare Clinic, which treats everything from colds to flu to rashes to tuberculosis. The clinic offers low cost sports physicals, TB tests and preventative care, such as free mammograms for uninsured patients. It offers teenage pregnancy prevention abstinence education at local schools and free prenatal classes for teens who have become pregnant. The Family Healthcare Clinic treats patients throughout Green Country and into southeastern Kansas as well. Medicaid is accepted at the clinic. “When you walk into our clinic,” says Leach, “it’s like walking into a family medical practice clinic. It’s very comfortable and accommodating.” Charles is much more comfortable these days thanks to the assistance he received at the Family Healthcare Clinic. Left unchecked, the diabetes he battles could have led to nerve damage, amputation and an untimely death. High cholesterol increases one’s risk for coronary-artery disease as well as atherosclerosis, a significant circulatory disturbance. Charles couldn’t afford for healthcare to be a luxury. His life was literally at stake. Thankfully, what could have become a crisis situation was averted. Those who wish to learn more about the Family Healthcare Clinic can call its main number at (918) 336-4822 or go online to www.familyhealthcareclinic. org. The Bartlesville Regional United Way, which has 15 member agencies in all, can be reached by phone at (918) 336-1044. Information is available online at www.bartlesvilleuw.org.



Area Safety, Health Officials Gather at Will Rogers Complex
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Through the program, the stuSchool Program to Jane Phillips, dents learn everything from how to they immediately embraced it. hold a club to how to chip and putt. But “Since we started the program along with the physical skills which in 2005, we have been able to meet they learn, the overriding life lessons our yearly objectives and now feel are always stressed as well. The First that we are in a position to find Tee program features nine core values other ways to promote golf to young which are always front and center: honpeople in the Bartlesville area,” esty, integrity, sportsmanship, respect, notes Bob Pomeroy, the chairman of confidence, responsibility, perseverthe Birdies for Scholarships proance, courtesy and judgment. gram. “When Sandy came to us with Though cool temperatures the idea for the First Tee Program, have restricted the golf play at Jane we felt it was exactly what we were Phillips to the gymnasium, Rude is looking for and were very happy hoping Mother Nature allows them that we were in a position to help.” to get some work in outside in the Jane Phillips is actually the near future. For those students who first elementary school in the state to show a real affinity for the sport, feature the First Tee National School Rude and Kent hope to bring them Program as part of its P.E. curriculum. to an area course to offer them more Rude introduced the program to his insight into golf. students on Oct. 31 and they have tak“This is our second week of the en to it quickly. The National School program, and the kids have absoProgram curriculum is tailored for lutely loved it,” says Rude, who has students from kindergarten through served as the BHS varsity boys golf the fifth grade, and Rude has made coach since 1997. some slight modifications to it in order “I really like the idea of introto bring the school’s pre-kindergarten ducing them to a sport that they can children into the fold as well. play for the rest of their lives. You



Several area officials were in attendance on the afternoon of Nov. 4 for a Safe and Drug Free Healthy Schools Committee meeting at the Bartlesville Public School District’s Will Rogers Complex. Pictured, Sylvia Starr of the Family Crisis and Counseling Center, Inc. answers a question as the Oklahoma Office of Juvenile Affairs’ Tracie Goad (left) and the Oklahoma State Health Department’s Renetta Harrison look on. The meeting was organized by Kerry Ickleberry, the BPSD’s Safe and Drug Free Schools coordinator, and allows safety and health officials throughout the area to combine their resources, ideas and information to better serve the community as a whole.



see everyone from a 10-year-old to a 90-year-old on a golf course.” Jane Phillips received its First Tee National School Program equipment and curriculum guides around a month ago. Rude is confident that the school will be able to utilize it for years to come, teaching children about golf and its positive core values. On Monday, the Birdies for Scholarships’ Thad Friedman and Pomeroy were both on hand in the Jane Phillips gymnasium to see Rude teach a First Tee lesson to students. After the children took a shot at a target, they would hand off the golf club to the next one in line and offer them a high five of encouragement. Love of a storied sport seemed to be developing. “I have been excited about the idea of the First Tee program for years,” says Kent. “It is wonderful to have Birdies for Scholarships give their support and provide a wonderful opportunity that students might not otherwise have. “We can’t wait to see how this grows.”



Fourth grade students at Jane Phillips Elementary School perform their 2011 Veterans Day program on Wednesday in the school gymnasium. Between Wednesday and Friday, all six elementary schools within the Bartlesville Public School District will feature special Veterans Day programs. Veterans Day will be observed throughout the country on Friday, Nov. 11.



PROGRAMS - Continued from Page 1



music teacher Diane Miller, and principal Rene Beisley took to the microphone in front of the gymnasium to call the assembly to order. The Cub Scout Pack 108 presented the colors and led the Pledge of Allegiance as well as the singing of “The Star Spangled Banner.” Hoover’s was the second of the Bartlesville Public School District’s six elementary schools to perform a Veterans Day assembly this week. While Hoover’s effort showcased its third grade students, Jane Phillips Elementary School featured its fourth graders during its special assembly on Wednesday afternoon. Hoover is scheduled to how its second performance on Thursday evening at 7 p.m. in the school gymnasium. Also set for Thursday at 7 p.m. is an assembly by Woodrow Wilson Elementary School students in the Fine Arts Center auditorium on the Bartlesville High School campus. Slated for Friday are performances at Wayside (9:15 a.m. start time), Richard Kane (9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.), and Ranch Heights (1:15 p.m.) elementary schools, all of which are due to take place in their respective gymnasiums. All of the Veterans Day programs are offered to free of charge and all of those who are interested are invited to attend. Most performances are expected to



last around 30 minutes. Veterans Day is due to be observed throughout the country on Friday, Nov. 11. Among the songs which Hoover’s third graders performed during the school’s assembly on Thursday were “Thank a Vet,” “Those Who Served,” “Thankful For the USA” and “Thank You.” The students closed with their rendition of “God Bless America” before Beisley once again stepped to the microphone to offer closing remarks. A day earlier, during the district’s initial Veterans Day assembly at Jane Phillips Elementary, the school’s fourth grade students opened the show in the gymnasium with the presentation of colors before going into the Pledge of Allegiance. From there, their opening song was “The Star Spangled Banner.” During the Jane Phillips assembly, veterans in the audience were asked to stand and be recognized while a special presentation by the Bartlesville chapter of the Blue Star Mothers was made as well. The focus of the Blue Star Mothers, which is a national organization, is to send Freedom Boxes – containing items such as toiletries, snacks and games – to members of the United States armed forces who are serving overseas. Leading the Jane Phillips Veterans Day assembly was school music teacher Donald Stambeck.
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est school districts in the state, the BPSD boasted the second-best score. Earlier this year, scores for the ACT college entrance exam were released and Bartlesville High School notched its best mark in a decade. The BHS score of 23.3 easily topped both the national (21.1) and state (20.7) averages. The showing was more than a point better than the BHS tally of a year earlier (22.0). When the new academic year kicked off in August, the BPSD unveiled its theme for 2011-12: “Leaders in Education.” As our most recent test scores indicate, that theme is certainly accurate. The OSDE has used the API as its primary measurement of district effectiveness since 2002. And, in the decade in which the tests have been given, the BPSD has seen its score improve every year. Moreover, in each of those years, the district easily surpassed the state average score. While the OSDE has yet to release the state average for this year, the state average for 2010 was a 1,092. Last year, the BPSD chalked up a score of 1,285, which was good enough for the third-best showing among the 32 largest school districts in the state, trailing just Edmond (1,346) and Jenks (1,298). This year, we leapfrogged Jenks (1,316) to land in the second spot behind Edmond (1,352). Within the school districts throughout the state, each of the sites that comprise them receives its own individual API score. The BPSD boasts 10 schools, and our best tally was turned in by Wayside Elementary School, which chalked up an impressive 1,427. The Bartlesville Mid-High School showed the greatest gain, BINGO - Continued from Page 3



which donated the use of its facilities, at 6:30 p.m. and regular play kicked off at 7 p.m. The evening’s festivities didn’t wrap until around 10:30 p.m. All of the activities transpired in a smoke-free environment. Bliss, who has taught within



leaping from its 1,256 in 2010 to a whopping 1,386 this year – a 130-point climb. Each of our 10 schools easily surpassed last year’s state average of 1,092. At BHS, students typically take the ACT as juniors or during the initial half of their senior year. The exam is very important for youngsters who plan to continue their education beyond high school as many colleges and universities place a heavy emphasis on it when deciding whether or not to admit a prospective student. For the last few years, BHS has been offering a one-semester ACT preparation course for both juniors and seniors. In addition, the school provides a service for all of its students by administering “retired” ACT tests – those which have been taken out of circulation – which helps them to have a better understanding of what the exam itself is like. By taking the “retired” tests, students are able to see the results and work to shore up any areas of concern before taking the official test. For the last five years in a row, students within Oklahoma have posted an average ACT score of 20.7. During that same span, BHS has posted scores of 22.5 (in 2007), 22.6 (2008), 22.7 (2009), 22.0 (2010) and this year’s lofty 23.3. The ACT features subject matter in four different areas: English, mathematics, reading and science. In each of those subjects, BHS easily bested Oklahoma’s state averages. Test scores such as those in the API and the ACT offer great insight into the education offered to students by school districts and the sites which comprise them. As evidenced by our latest tallies, the Bartlesville Public School District is indeed a leader in education.



the BPSD since 1993, helps to coordinate the annual bingo night fundraising event with members of the district’s Special Olympics committee. The members helped to sell tickets to the event, also. “I appreciate everyone within the BPSD for supporting us with



their donations of gift baskets and money,” notes Bliss. “In fact, our support throughout the community was great, from volunteers to businesses. “This really was an excellent event. I think everyone had a great time.”



District Word of the Month: Gratitude Every month during the academic year, the Bartlesville Public School District designates a word or words which students and staff members are encouraged to incorporate into their respective lifestyles as habit. The word of the month for November is “gratitude,” which means “the state of being grateful; thankfulness.” The Bartlesville Public School District releases a new habit word monthly from August through May.



Stellar Sites



The Bartlesville Public School District offers a wide array of useful tools for students as well as parents. For some extra educational insight, give these web sites a look: PowerSchool http://www.bps-ok.org Click on the PowerSchool link toward the top of the home page. · Parents and legal guardians can check with office personnel at their student’s school to find out how to access PowerSchool. · Information on students - such as grades and attendance records available via PowerSchool. Study Island http://www.studyisland.com Use the “Member Login.” · Student login information must be obtained from teachers. Facebook http://www.facebook.com/BartlesvilleHighSchool#!/BartlesvillePublicSchools or http://www.facebook.com/BartlesvilleHighSchool · Everyone can keep up with what’s going throughout the BPSD or at Bartlesville High School by becoming fans of these pages, which are updated regularly with news and events.



CherryBerry to host school fundraisers Featuring 14 flavors of frozen yogurt and more than 50 toppings, CherryBerry is scheduled to play host to a pair of special fundraising events for the Bartlesville Mid-High School as well as Central Middle School. The fundraising event for the Mid-High School is scheduled for Monday, Nov. 14 while the one for Central is slated for Monday, Dec. 5. On the night of both events, CherryBerry will donate 10 percent of its sales from 5-9 p.m. to the respective schools. Featuring comfortable seating, free Wi-Fi internet access and flat screen TVs, CherryBerry is located at 1902 SE Washington Blvd. in Bartlesville. CONTEST - Continued from Page 4



benefit from the contest were all accredited elementary schools located within the United States and the District of Columbia. The schools had to feature students from kindergarten through the fifth or sixth grades.



Bartlesville Public School District Activities (November 11-17, 2011) Friday, November 11 *** Veterans Day Observed Throughout Country *** *** 2011 Salvation Army Canned Food Drive *** 2011 Spirit Day (Kane) Fathers’ lunch (TBA) (Central) Speech tournament at Tulsa Bishop Kelley (TBA) National Honor Society meeting in Room 108 (7:55 a.m.) (BHS) Orchestra rehearsal on FAC stage (8:20 a.m.) National Honor Society meeting in Room 108 (12:15 a.m.) (BHS) Saturday, November 12 2011-12 Marching Band Banquet at Adams Blvd. Church of Christ (6 p.m.) 2011-12 OMEA All-State Choir auditions in Edmond (TBA) Speech tournament on Bishop Kelley campus in Tulsa (TBA) Sunday, November 13 (No events scheduled)



Editing, writing, design and photography by David Austin, Bartlesville Public School District’s community relations coordinator, unless otherwise noted



Monday, November 14 Orchestra rehearsal on Fine Arts Center auditorium stage (8:20 a.m.) Wayside Parent Support Association meeting (9:15 a.m.) Basketball: Varsity boys at Sperry (3 p.m.) Basketball: Eighth grade girls at Oklahoma Union Basketball Tournament (5:30 p.m.) Basketball: Eighth grade White boys and girls at Jenks Maroon (5:30 p.m.) Basketball: Freshman boys and girls host Tulsa Bishop Kelley (6 p.m.) Basketball: Eighth grade boys at Oklahoma Union Basketball Tournament (6:30 p.m.) Basketball: Eighth grade White boys and girls at Tulsa Union (6:30 p.m.) Madison 6th grade party at Youth Canteen (6:30 p.m.)



Bartlesville Band and Orchestra Booster meeting (7 p.m.) Tuesday, November 15 2011-12 OCDA All-State Junior High Choir auditions at Southern Hills Baptist Church in Oklahoma City (Second Round) (TBA) 2011-12 OSSAA String Orchestra Contest (TBA) Bruins for Christ in library (7:25 a.m.) (Madison) Orchestra rehearsal on Fine Arts Center auditorium stage (8:20 a.m.) Basketball: Eighth grade girls at Oklahoma Union Basketball Tournament (5:30 p.m.) Basketball: Freshman boys and girls at Jenks (5:30 p.m.) Swimming: Varsity boys and girls at Stillwater (6 p.m.) Basketball: Eighth grade boys at Oklahoma Union Basketball Tournament (6:30 p.m.) Basketball: Freshman boys and girls at Broken Arrow Gold (6:30 p.m.) Madison 7th and 8th grade party at Youth Canteen (6:30 p.m.) Wednesday, November 16 2011-12 OSSAA String Orchestra Contest (TBA) Kindergarten students visit Jane Phillips Medical Center (TBA) (Wilson) Second quarter progress reports for 3rd-5th students distributed (TBA) (Kane) Thursday, November 17 2011 Ticket to Tomorrow program for 5th grade students in Family Life Center at Adams Boulevard Church of Christ (TBA) Black Box Theatre performance in Room A001 of Fine Arts Center (7 p.m.) Sixth grade band demonstration concert in Fine Arts Center auditorium (7 p.m.) Basketball: Eighth grade girls at Oklahoma Union Basketball Tournament (7:30 p.m.) Basketball: Eighth grade boys at Oklahoma Union Basketball Tournament (8:30 p.m.)



“Leaders In Education”
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