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A weekly eNewsletter serving residents of Mars and Valencia boroughs as well as Adams and Middlesex townships.



Fifth-graders to Participate in Stream Study



Thursday, Sept. 24, 2009



Fifth-graders at Mars Area Centennial School will study water resources and conservation as part of the Mars Area Water Protection Program on Fridays, Sept. 25 and Oct. 3, 9 and 16.



Sports Hall of Fame



Photo by Josh Schwoebel



Each fall, fifth-graders travel to Breakneck Creek in Valencia to study the physical, chemical and biological properties of the watershed.



With guidance from student volunteers and science teachers from Mars Area High School, fifth-graders test the temperature, depth and speed of the stream as well as pH levels. The students also collect biological samples such as crayfish and mayflies.



Fifth-graders also learn about the characteristics of Breakneck Creek, which flows into the Connoquenessing Creek, then the Beaver River, the Ohio River, the Mississippi River and eventually to the Gulf of Mexico. Students also learn that while approximately three-fourths of the earth is covered by water, less than one percent is drinkable. The field trips are part of the Mars Area Water Protection Program, which employs a “hands-on, cross-curricular” approach to train high school students in hydro-geological content and technology.



Through the Mars Area Water Protection Program, high school students have been testing and studying water in the area for more than 14 years, under the direction of Mars Area High School’s science department. As part of the program, high-schoolers are asked to impart their knowledge to fifth-graders through field trips to Breakneck Creek. For more information, call (724) 625-1581.



Elementary Schools to Offer Scholastic Book Fairs Mars Area’s elementary schools will offer various Scholastic Book Fairs this fall: ❖ Mars Area Centennial School — Tuesday, Sept. 28, through Friday, Oct. 2, (724) 625-2601 ❖ Mars Area Primary Center — Wednesday, Oct. 7, through Friday, Oct. 9, (724) 625-1588 ❖ Mars Area Elementary School — Wednesday, Oct. 14, through Friday, Oct. 16, (724) 625-3161 (event sponsored by Mars Area Elementary PTO) For more information, contact the individual school building. Upcoming School Board Meetings



Tuesday, Oct. 6 — Work Session, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 27 — Regular Meeting, 7 p.m.



All meetings are open to the public and are held at the District’s Administration Office, 545 Route 228. For details, call (724) 625-1518.



Mars Area High School’s 2009 Sports Hall of Fame inductees pose for a picture at a special induction ceremony, held on Sept. 18. Inductees are (back row, from left) Joe McKinney (Class of 1997), Michael Knox (Class of 1977), Ryan Salazar (Class of 1989) and Nancy Molnar Raymond (Class of 1980). In the front row, are (from left) Tim Clark (Class of 1973), Rachel Brooks (Class of 1980), Kelsie Hess Bernot (Class of 1993), Jaime Lynn (Class of 1999) and Julie Weller Dunsworth (Class of 1970). Each inductee received a plaque denoting their honor and their name will be listed on a banner that will hang in Mars Area High School gymnasium. For a complete list of all inductees or to obtain a nomination form, visit www.marsk12.org.



Centennial School to Hold Anti-Bullying Assembly



Mars Area Centennial School will hold an Anti-Bullying Kickoff Rally from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 30, in the gymnasium.



The event will re-introduce Mars Area School District’s Olweus Bullying Prevention Program to students in fifth and sixth grades. The purpose of the program is to empower Mars Area students, teachers and staff members to recognize and prevent bullying and to increase their feelings of positive belonging.



During the assembly, students will make an anti-bullying pledge to contribute and “make the difference” by promoting acceptance and tolerance through their own actions. And, members of Mars Area High School’s REACH (Responsible Educated Adolescents Can Help) program will present skits on bullying. In addition, a kickball tournament will be held from 1 to 2 p.m. for fifth-graders and from 2 to 3 p.m. for sixthgraders. For more information, call (724) 625-2601. High School to Hold Open House Mars Area High School will hold an Open House event from 6 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 14. For more information, call (724) 625-1581.
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Girls Varsity Volleyball Team Making Bid for Playoffs Mars Area High School’s Girls Varsity Volleyball Team is hoping to make another run for the WPIAL playoffs this season, according to Dan Mountain, head coach. Last year, the team tied SetonLasalle for first place in Section 2AA play, ending the season with an overall record of 15-3 and 11-1 in section. The Lady Planets advanced to the first round of the WPIAL playoffs, but were defeated by the South Fayette Lions. This year’s team has five seniors: Camille Plesniak, Taylor Boice, Maddie Hudac, Anne Beitler and Camblin Leonard. Other players to watch this season include juniors Brooke Finney, Heather Hodges and Victoria Romano as well as sophomores Mara Randolph and Lara Caraway. The Planets next game is against the Knoch Knights at 6 p.m. tonight (Thursday, Sept. 24) at Knoch High School.



College & Career Fair



Students and parents attend Mars Area High School’s annual College & Career Fair, held last week. The event featured representatives from more than 80 colleges and universities and the military. For a complete list of fall college representative visits to Mars Area High School, visit www.marsk12.org.
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Seniors, Graduates Named AP Scholars Four Mars Area seniors and 10 Class of 2009 graduates received Advanced Placement (AP) Scholars Awards in recognition of their achievement on AP Exams taken through May 2009. Students are seniors Marla Crawford, Corinne Gressang, Rebekah Parsons and Camille Plesniak as well as graduates Joshua Arner, Teresa Dederer, Rachel Ellenberger, Austin Hyde, Jacob Miszuk, Jessica Reno, Jeanna Smialek, Rachel Turkovich, Brynn Workman and Paul Yeater. Five Mars Area students qualified for the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an average grade of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams and grades of 3 or higher on five or more exams. Three Mars Area students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor Award by earning an average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams and grades of 3 or higher on four or more exams. Six Mars Area students qualified for the AP Scholar by earning an average grade of 3 or higher.



High School to Hold 2009 Homecoming Celebration Mars Area High School will hold its 2009 Homecoming celebration, Sunday through Saturday, Oct. 4-10. Spirit Week will begin with the High School’s annual Powder Puff Football Games at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 4, at Mars Athletics Complex. During the week activities will include a class banner and homeroom door decorating contests as well as the school’s annual Penny Wars. Theme days will also be held throughout the week, including Comfy Cozy Day on Monday, Oct. 5; ‘80s Day on Tuesday, Oct. 6; Wacky Wednesday on Wednesday, Oct. 7; Class Color Day (Seniors — Black; Juniors — Green; Sophomores — Pink; Freshmen — Purple) on Thursday, Oct. 8; and Spirit Day on Friday, Oct. 9. The 2009 Homecoming Parade will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 9, in downtown Mars, followed by the Fightin’ Planets Homecoming Football Game against the Franklin Regional Panthers at 7:30 p.m. at Mars Athletic Complex. The 2009 Homecoming Queen will be crowned at halftime. Homecoming week will end with a Homecoming Dance to be held from 7 to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 10, at Mars Area Centennial School. Note: Attendance at the dance is limited to those ages 20 and younger. The theme of this year’s Homecoming Dance is “Night on the Nile.” The 2009 Homecoming King will be crowned during the dance. For more information, call (724) 625-1581. Mars Area School District



●



545 Route 228



●



Mars, Pa. 16046



Marching Band to Offer Annual Home Show Mars Area High School Marching Band will hold its 12th annual Home Show Competition at 5:45 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 3, at Mars Athletic Complex. The show will include performances by Mars Area High School Marching Band as well as by bands from Beaver Area, Center, Cochranton, Fox Chapel, Deer Lakes, McGuffey, Norwin and Quaker Valley high schools. Admission is $7 for adults and $4 for students. For more call (724) 625-1581.
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Phone: (724) 625-1518



●



Fax: (724) 625-1060



●



www.marsk12.org



Questions regarding The eCommunicator may be addressed to Josh Schwoebel, Director of Communications, at (724) 625-4589 or via e-mail at [email protected].
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