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Introduction



Divorce in a family is not typiccally good for the young child.1 Recent work has started looking at the effects of the disruptions taking place before the divorce or separation.2 I noticed that there is a correlation between the probability of completing high school and each of the following factors: 1. The marital status of the mother (never married, married, divorced, separated, or widowed); and, 2. Whether or not the father is present in the mother’s household. I will look at whether including such things as work characteristics (for example, history, wage, number of hours) and amount of time spent volunteering does anything to the likelihood of completing high school on time.



2



Theoretical Framework



2.1



Theory



It is a well-established fact that divorce is correlated with the child’s outcomes.3 We can generally say that there is a ”traumatic” effect of divorce for the child, causing many ill effects for the child such as an increased probability of alcoholism and drug abuse as well as a decreased probability of romantic success and educational attainment. However, there could be a potential confounding factor that causes both divorce and/or separation and this psychological trauma, among other things. Research has found that differences do exist between disrupted and intact families.[1] It could also simply be that there are concrete implications of divorce, most notably economic status. Perhaps the child is more open to negative societal influences because of the inattention on the part of the parents. It could also be that the child is forced to work at an earlier age, either to keep himself busy or to help support the family. Furthermore, at this workplace especially, it could be that the child is exposed to other potentially harmful influences. All these factors hold as well when the father is not present in the household. Therefore, I want to see if controlling for some other factors, like volunteering or work history, influences the likelihood of graduating high school or passing the GED.4 . If I find that, given the other controls, controlling for work history does not affect the estimated effect of a separated family, then we know that, at the very least, divorce does not cause the type of work history. If I find that, given the other controls, controlling for work history does affect the estimated effect of a separated family, then we know that either a separated family causes the type of work history or there is a confounding variable the causes a separated family, the type of work history, and educational outcomes. In either case, if I find that controlling for work history is statistically and economically significant, then programs and psychologists seeking to help 1 See



Pierret’s work on page 27 of Michaels[3] for an interesting and opposing take on the matter example, see Arkes [1]. 3 See Wallerstein [2], among others. 4 Since the sample is restricted to early post-high school ages, we should not see many people taking the GED. 2 For
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children of divorced parents should focus on where the child works; in the case of volunteering, evaluating volunteering as a form of therapy.



2.2



Analysis



Since I will be dealing with probabilities, I will use a maximum likelihood approach; however, I may run ordinary least squares for comparison purposes. I will have a cross-sectional dataset but with certain observations over time (for instance, there will be a variable indicating the year of separation). I will work with the following equation: Yi = Xi β + Di α + Ci γ + i



(1)



where yi indicates whether child i completed high school or passed her GED, wi contains work history information, including volunteering, at a time t, dit indicates the marital status of the mother and the presence of the father, ci contains standard, time-invariant demographic information as control variables iid (such as race, gender), and I assume i ∼ N (0, σ 2 ).



2.3



Data



My data comes from the NLSY79 and Child/YA supplements. I start with 115,120 observations. I keep only the observations for the individual child when she is 19 or 20 (since the survey is biannual by the time the youngest child in the survey is high school age); thus I find I have 9,878 individuals. Of these, 4,779 have data on high school completion. The following tables tabulate certain variables, where the discrepancy in the total observations is attributed to missing data in one of the variables. Mother’s Marital Status Never Married Married Separated Divorced Widowed Total Indicates Father’s Presence No Yes Total



Indicates No (%) 36.5 13.7 29.5 20.6 23.3



High School Diploma Yes (%) No Yes 63.5 189 329 86.3 351 2215 70.5 117 279 79.4 195 753 76.7 24 29 876 3655



Indicates No (%) 22.2 11.4



High School Diploma Yes (%) No Yes 77.8 327 1143 88.6 149 1160 476 2303



The results of a simple regression:
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Total 518 2566 396 948 103 4531



Total 1470 1309 2779



OLS Logit Probit Indicates High School Diploma



VARIABLES Indicates Currently Never Married (Mother) Indicates Currently Separated (Mother) Indicates Currently Divorced (Mother) Indicates Currently Widowed (Mother) Constant



Observations R-squared



-0.749*** (0.0642) -0.557*** (0.0733) -0.273*** (0.0555) -0.366*** (0.140) 1.095*** (0.0310)



4,531



4,531



OLS Logit Probit Indicates High School Diploma



Indicates Father’s Presence



Observations R-squared



-1.288*** (0.108) -0.973*** (0.124) -0.491*** (0.0988) -0.651*** (0.240) 1.842*** (0.0574)



4,531 0.039 Standard errors in parentheses *** p


VARIABLES



Constant



-0.228*** (0.0187) -0.159*** (0.0209) -0.0689*** (0.0147) -0.0962** (0.0389) 0.863*** (0.00764)



0.109*** (0.0142) 0.778*** (0.00973)



0.801*** (0.107) 1.251*** (0.0627)



2,779 2,779 0.021 Standard errors in parentheses *** p


0.442*** (0.0583) 0.764*** (0.0364) 2,779



References [1] Jeremy Arkes. The temporal effects of divorces and separations on childrens academic achievement and problem behavior. Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, 56(1):25 – 42, 2015. [2] Julia M. Lewis Judith S. Wallerstein and Sandra Blakeslee. The Unexpected Legacy of Divorce: A 25 Year Landmark Study. Hyperion, 77 West 66th Street, New York, New York, 1st edition, 2000. [3] Robert T Michael. Social awakening : adolescent behavior as adulthood aproaches. Russell Sage Foundation, 2001.
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